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Safety Check-up
March is a great time for a safety 

check-up. The holidays are over, 
the family and guests are back 
wherever they came from and it is 
just you and your home (finally!). 
So, ask yourself a simple question: 
What do I do if … ?

Ask yourself, do I enjoy walking 
or biking in the community in the 
evening or early morning hours? If 
the answer is yes, do you wear re-
flective clothing, carry a flashlight 
for signaling oncoming traffic, or 
have proper red/white lights on 
your bicycle? I enjoy walking in the 
community in the cooler weather, 
and I am the first to admit that 
sometimes I forget to take precau-
tions. Note to self: practice what I 
preach!

Another lifesaving question to 
ask, if I were to have a kitchen fire, 
do I have a fire extinguisher handy 
and could I use it? If I had a wa-
ter leak into my unit, would I know 
what to do or who to call? 

If I am getting out of the tub or 
shower, is my bathmat absorbent 
and non-skid? Do I have a proper-
ly installed grab rail in my tub or 
shower? 

Have I overloaded any extension 
cords with too many plug-in items? 
This is much more common than 
you think! 

Do you have a first aid kit in the 
home? How old is it? Do you main-
tain an up-to-date emergency con-
tact list? Do you remember where 
it is? When was the last time you 
checked it? Do you keep a clearly 
legible list of current emergency 
contacts, your primary physician, 
and any medications you are tak-
ing in a clearly identified vial in 
the refrigerator? You will also want 
to post a reminder on the refrig-
erator door that vital information 
is stored there. This can be a life-
or-death difference to you should 
emergency responders be needed.
On Top of the World (Central) 
Owners Association Board 
Meeting

The On Top of the World (Central) 
Owners Association board meeting 
was held on Wednesday, Feb. 17, 
with approximately 100 residents 
in attendance and another 150 at-
tending online. The purpose of the 
meeting was to consider adoption 
of the fiscal year 2021-2022 oper-
ating budget and other items. The 
board addressed numerous ques-
tions, some of which pertained to 
the postponement of roof replace-
ments until later in the year due to 
market volatility, supply shortages 
and rising labor and material costs. 

The difficulties of 2020 are con-
tinuing into 2021 when it comes 
to construction materials and la-
bor availability. Despite requesting 
nine qualified roofing contractors 
to submit, exactly zero submitted a 
bid for this year’s work. That leaves 
your board in a lurch. The prudent 
course is to wait 90 days or longer 
before we go back to market to 
again seek proposals from quali-
fied contractors.

The board is facing another prob-
lem and that is honoring and com-
pleting approxminately 300 roofs 
still outstanding on last year’s 
resolution. This is an evolving situ-
ation largely controlled by limited 
shingle supply across all manu-
facturers. Partly due to raw mate-
rial shortage, manufacturing plant 
closures and rolling labor shortage. 
At this writing, the only thing for 
sure is that there will be delays. As 
if this weren’t bad enough, a new 
building code has taken effect re-
quiring additional wind mitigation 
measures be taken on all re-roof-
ing work. Ultimately this is a good 
thing, but it does introduce addi-
tional labor and materials into the 
equation. The board had anticipat-

On Top of the World is pleased 
to announce the opening of two 
new facilities to upgrade recre-
ational vehicle parking and storage 
for its residents. These facilities are 
located in the newly built area be-
yond The Arbors, just past and on 
the right side of the roundabout.

The Longleaf RV Parking Facil-
ity is a new, first-rate, paved park-
ing lot for RVs, motor homes, cars, 
trailers and campers. It has 45 cov-
ered spaces and over 200 uncov-
ered spaces, all varying in lengths 
from 25 to 60 feet. The facility also 
includes two air fill stations, and 

New Storage and RV 
Parking Facilities
By Phil Panzera 
World News Writer

four fill and washout stations. 
Monthly rates for uncovered 

spaces range from $70 to $172, and 
for covered spaces the rates vary 
from $150 to $360, tax included.

Adjacent to the parking facility 
is the new Longleaf Ridge Storage 
Facility. Like many storage facili-
ties, it has a mix of interior air-con-
ditioned units and exterior storage 
units without air-conditioning. 

The facility’s seven buildings in-
clude 58 exterior units, ranging in 
size from nine by 13-feet to nine by 
28-feet, with monthly rental prices 
from $80 to $170, tax not included. 

The facility also provides 218 inte-
rior air-conditioned units, ranging 
in size from four by four-feet to 
10 by 17-feet, with monthly rental 
prices from $40 to $200, tax not in-
cluded.

Aside from the unbeatable con-
venience of having storage and 
parking facilities within the com-
munity, the prices above are com-
petitive with other public facilities. 
On Top of the World has continu-
ally provided highly favorable rates 
and has held prices for its current 
facilities stable for the last several 
years. 

There are a limited number of 
the very small and very large stor-
age units, so if you’re interested in 
one of those you should add your 
name to the waiting list. For addi-
tional information, contact Resi-
dent Services at (352) 236-6869.

Photo courtesy of  Colen Built Development
Aerial view of On Top of the World’s new storage and RV parking facilities.

How would you like to be stand-
ing over a 10-foot putt with a 
chance to win $15,000? Year after 
year, that’s what the Ocala Open 
presents to up-and-coming profes-
sional golfers. 

Wednesday, March 24 through 
Friday, March 26, Candler Hills Golf 
Club will host its 15th annual Ocala 
Open. The Ocala Open is a profes-
sional golf tournament run by Rick 
Hendershot, director of the Florida 
Professional Golf Tour. Each year, 
a field of 144 professional golfers 
competes for a chance to win the 
first place prize of $15,000. 

We have had many great players 
come to Candler Hills to compete 
in this prestigious event. Current 
PGA Tour player, Ted Potter Jr. 
won back-to-back championships 
in 2010 and 2011, Dan McCarthy, 
currently playing on the Korn Ferry 
Tour, won back-to-back Opens in 
2015 and 2016. Most recently, Mi-
chael Visacki, won with a score of 
197 (16 under par).

For a true first class experience 
visit the VIP tent adjacent to the 
18th green. This beautiful viewing 

Photo courtesy of  Colen Built Development
2020 Ocala Open winner – Michael Visacki.

Ocala Open
By Matt Hibbs

area is set up for spectators who 
wish to relax under a tent while 
watching these spectacular golfers 
compete for the Ocala Open cham-
pionship. Tickets for this luxurious 
seating area can be purchased in 
the Candler Hills Golf Shop. A por-
tion of the ticket proceeds goes to 
the charities.

The most important part of the 
Ocala Open is the charity Pro-Am. 
Annually, the Pro-Am is the biggest 
fundraiser in Ocala. With the sup-
port of local vendors and residents, 
we were able to raise $70,000 for 
charity last year and presented 
both Interfaith Emergency Services 
and Hospice of Marion County a 
check for $35,000 each. To date, 
the Ocala Open has donated over 
$733,000 to local charities. This 
event has not only become a tradi-
tion at On Top of the World, but a 
staple to our community. 

Interested in participating in the 
Pro-Am to help support these great 
organizations? This year’s Pro-Am 
will be played on Tuesday, March 
23. The entry deadline is Friday, 
March 5 and is limited to 30 teams. 

If you would like more information, 
please visit ocalaopen.com or con-
tact Director of Golf Matt Hibbs at 
(352) 854-2765. 

To orchestrate an event of this 
stature, you must have excep-
tional employees and that’s some-
thing we certainly have at On Top 
of the World. Every year, our em-
ployees put in countless hours to 
ensure the event’s success. Andy 
Jorgensen and his maintenance 
staff do a wonderful job preparing 
the course. The players rave about 
how well maintained Candler Hills 
Golf Course is and in particular the 
greens. We can’t forget about the 
30 volunteers who so graciously 
donate their time to make sure the 
players have an enjoyable experi-
ence. Thank you to all for your con-
tinued support of this charitable 
event.

Candler Hills Golf Club is proud 
to annually present the Ocala Open. 
We have fine-tuned the event over 
the years and it has become not 
only one of the best professional 
golf events in Ocala, but all of Flor-
ida. Please take time out of your 
busy schedule to come watch these 
players compete for this year’s Oc-
ala Open title.
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Scammers are using emails, text 
messages and even telephone calls 
to tell you that for a fee, they can 
get you on the COVID-19 vaccina-
tion list. Or maybe they say the U.S. 
government intends to send you 
funds to pay for your vaccine, but 
you have to sign up for a vaccine 
supplemental payment that will go 
straight to your bank account. Of 
course, they will need your bank 
account numbers. 

Need I say more? If someone 
wants bank account information, 
it’s a scam. And while I am on the 
subject, if someone wants you to 
go to Target and buy some kind of 
gift card, that too is a scam. Please 
be cautious. 

A while ago, I met with an 
88-year-old client to discuss a mat-

ter where my client’s daughter 
from a first marriage was threat-
ening to sue to find out what the 
client’s will provided. I believe the 
daughter’s husband prompted the 
daughter’s action. 

Apparently, the son-in-law or the 
daughter, had concluded that the 
mother had changed her will and 
had “cut out” the daughter from 
her “inheritance.” Therefore, the 
daughter threatened to sue to find 
out what was in the will and to pre-
vent my client from changing any-
thing that removed the daughter 
from receiving a “full share.” 

However, my client brought her 
son with her to our meeting. He 
was from a different relationship or 
marriage than the daughter. How-
ever, since the mother had brought 
her son into our meeting, I consid-
ered that I had an ethical problem 
to confront. The reason was that 
I did not know if the mother had 
been influenced by her son to do 
whatever she did with regard to her 
will. I mentioned this and the son 

told me that he, himself, did not 
know what the mother’s will said 
and the reason he came with her 
was that she no longer drives. 

His answer did not solve my ethi-
cal problem. The client and I agreed 
that she would reschedule her ap-
pointment and she would have a 
neighbor bring her, next time. The 
point I want to make is that care 
should be taken in bringing a child 
to a meeting on estate planning, es-
pecially when it may be that not all 
children are included in the will (or 
trust), equally. This causes a ques-
tion of undue influence and wheth-
er one child is influencing the par-
ent in ways that are detrimental to 
other children of the family. 

We are always concerned when 
someone other than the client 
comes into an appointment. Some 
lawyers might refuse to let a child 
or advisor into an estate planning 
meeting. We are not comfortable 
with that, but we are willing to 
obtain more facts before deciding 
whether the child can remain in the 
meeting. 

By the way, just because some-
one thinks they are or might be 
added to or removed from a will, 
does not give that person any right 
to see what is in the will. Nor can a 
person be prevented from changing 
his or her will whenever he or she 
wants to do it. So, in the case I just 
explained, when I met again with 
my client, I put her mind at ease, 
and nothing further happened.

Have you ever wondered who can 
be the personal representative of 
an estate? If so, you are not alone. 
Many folks feel that they have no 
one for that role. In Florida, the 
following persons can qualify to 
be the personal representative of 
someone’s estate: 

1. Any Florida resident over the 
age of 18 who is not a con-
victed felon and who has not 
been determined incapacitat-
ed and thus unable to handle 
the work of being a personal 
representative. 

2. If the person is not a Florida 
resident then they must be a 
blood relative or the spouse 
of a blood relative, including 
adopted, over the age of 18, 

not a convicted felon. Thus, 
a child or a niece or nephew 
neither of whom are Florida 
residents can certainly qual-
ify. 

What about that bank or trust 
company? Yes, if they have trust 
powers in Florida. No, if they don’t. 
What about your lifelong friend 
who is not a blood relative or ad-
opted and not a Florida resident? 
No. What about your spouse’s fa-
vorite niece who is not a Florida 
resident, but you love and trust 
her? Well, although your spouse’s 
niece could qualify to be your 
spouse’s personal representative, 
unless she’s a Florida resident she 
cannot qualify for you. 

However, here’s something that 
is interesting. This only applies to 
being the personal representative 
of a will. Thus, that special niece 
but who is of your spouse’s blood 
but not yours and who is not a 
Florida resident, can indeed be the 
agent under your durable power 
of attorney and can be your health 
care surrogate under your advance 
directive and can even be the trust-
ee or successor trustee under a liv-
ing trust. 

The Law Offices of Colen & 
Wagoner, P.A. include Jerry Colen 
(Jerry@colenwagoner.com); Rachel 
Wagoner (Rachel@colenwagoner.
com); and John Beck (John@colen-
wagoner.com). All are members of 
the Florida Bar Association. Jerry 
Colen and Rachel Wagoner are 
members of the National Acad-
emy of Elder Law Attorneys, and 
the Academy of Florida Elder Law 
Attorneys. John Beck has a degree 
in finance, master’s degrees in ac-
counting and taxation. The law 
firm practices in the areas of simple 
and complex estate planning, wills, 
trusts, probate, real estate, title in-
surance, elder law, taxation, Med-
icaid planning and business and 
professional advice. This column is 
only intended to present fact situa-
tions that may be of interest to the 
reader. It does not, nor is it intended 
to provide legal advice. You should 
not rely on what is written in this 
column to be legal advice for any 
situation. You should always consult 
your own attorney for legal advice. 
The Law Offices of Colen and Wag-
oner, P.A. is located at 7243 Bryan 
Dairy Road, Largo, Florida 33777 
and in Suite 11 at Circle Square 
Commons in Ocala, Florida; (727) 
545-8114; www.colenwagoner.com.

Gerald Colen & Rachel Wagoner
jerry@colenwagoner.com 

rachel@colenwagoner.com

Is It Legal?
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Operation Helping  
Heroes
By Kinley Rogers

The second annual Operation 
Helping Heroes Charity Golf Tour-
nament took place Saturday, Feb. 
20, at Candler Hills Golf Club. 
Thank you to all of our sponsors 
and players who showed their sup-
port and helped raise over $67,000 
to support military veterans going 
through the Shield of Faith (SOF) 
Missions Resiliency Project. The 
tournament winners were gifted 
with small trophies to commemo-
rate the event. 

SOF Missions is a non-profit orga-
nization out of Tampa, Florida, that 
empowers warriors to find their 
purpose, be resilient and live well. 
The organization develops person-
alized care plans for veterans and 
walks with them through 365 days’ 
worth of care that encompasses 
psychological, social, spiritual, and 

physical care. SOF Missions was 
founded by Dr. Damon Friedman, 
a retired Lt. Colonel in the Special 
Forces community and a decorated 
combat veteran. Alongside his wife, 
Dayna Friedman, and the SOF Mis-
sions team, this organization has 
saved countless veterans’ lives.

A special thanks to our 2021 
sponsors, First Federal Bank (plati-
num), Raeven Health (gold), Earth-
scapes (bronze), and Polyverse 
(bronze). We also thank Mike Scott 
Plumbing, The Floor Shoppe, Sun 
Kool Air AC, Ocala Gazette, Ro-
mulo Camogliano, MD, Morrison 
Insurance Agency, Jaguar Land 
Rover Ocala, Athenian Private Cli-
ent Group, Friedman Force, EZ Golf 
Cart, and Mile2 for their support 
towards Operation Helping Heroes. 

Photo courtesy of  Bruce Ackerman, Ocala Gazette
West Port High School JROTC color guard ceremony at 
Operations Helping Heroes Saturday, Feb. 20.

Photo courtesy of  Bruce Ackerman, Ocala Gazette
Dr. Damon Friedman of SOF Missions.
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 Continued from Page 1
ed that the scheduled work would 
be completed before the new build-
ing code took effect. Your board is 
working with contractors in an ef-
fort to honor their bids and mini-
mize any impacts on residents. 

The Association does not carry 
reserves for roof replacement be-
cause replacement is an obligation 
of the individual owner and not the 
Association at large. A good rule 
of thumb is to set aside 1/15th of 
the estimated cost of replacement, 
using the last cost information you 
have on the roof replacement. In-
flate that number by 2% each year.

The fiscal year 2020-2021 com-
munity-wide improvement work 
was reviewed, and the program 
was explained in detail. Other pro-
grammed work will include the 
addition of new pickleball courts, 
softball field improvements, a sub-
stantial amount of roadway resur-
facing, and community growth and 
development update. Permitting 

has progressed on a new pavilion 
for the Recreation Center pool area.

As discussed in the December 
annual meeting, your board will 
again reestablish dialog with Spec-
trum for those who reside in neigh-
borhoods where there is a Spec-
trum bulk cable service agreement 
in place. More on these discussions 
will be published later in the year. 

Your board is committed to pro-
viding an expansive bundle of ser-
vices available for residents. We 
strive to provide access to numer-
ous fitness, recreation, entertain-
ment, and educational programs 
good for both the body and soul. 
Your board strives to build and 
reinforce the sense of community, 
enhance the opportunity to make 
friends, and enjoy the peace of 
mind of living in a safe and clean 
community.
Winter Weather and 
Shrubbery

March can be a tricky month 
when it comes to the weather. We 
may have wonderfully warm days 
and cold nights. Do not remove 
seemingly damaged plants prema-
turely. Plants affected by the cold 
may surprise you with their recov-
ery. Withhold pruning back until 

mid-April. There may be several 
more periods of cold and possible 
frost. 

Pruning at this point will spur 
plant growth that is vulnerable to 
the cold. Rather, wait until mid-
April to consider any pruning of 
owner added plantings. Central 
Florida generally experiences one 
cold snap with light frost between 
March 15 and Easter, so be fore-
warned. 

Lawns and shrubbery will contin-
ue to grow, albeit very slowly, when 
the ground temperature warms 
above 65 degrees. That said, water-
ing requirements are significantly 
less during the cooler months. 
Predatory Real Estate 
Practices - Avoid Being 
Scammed

It seems like a day doesn’t go by 
that I don’t get a card or letter in 
my mailbox to the effect of “Urgent 
that you contact me! I’ll buy your 
home.” My first thought isn’t print-
able. I’d like to believe this sort of 
scam violates Florida law. The jury 
is out on that, I suppose.

There’s another part of this 
scam. Perhaps, many of you have 
seen it. In this one, there’s a mes-
sage on your phone that so and so 
is in the neighborhood and is look-
ing to buy your home and the con-
dition of it doesn’t matter. 

If you answer the card, or if you 
return the phone call, the scammer 
knows you are interested. You be-
come the “mark” and then they will 
prey.

So, what is going on? If you re-
ceived either of these scams, and 
that’s what they are, you have pos-
sibly been contacted by someone 
who either wants personal infor-
mation and who wants to buy your 
home cheaply and flip it for a large 
profit. They make it sound like it’s 
quick and easy money by offering 
cash for a quick sale of your home 
or condo. 

“Cool” you may think but hold on 
a minute. A sales price isn’t men-
tioned. How do you know what your 
home is really worth? The prospect 
of easy money fast and probably 
without a commission may be en-
ticing, but how do you know if this 
is a real deal or just another scam 
to obtain private and personal in-
formation from you – which, by the 
way, is what it is. For that matter, 
how do you know what your home 
is really worth on a true real estate 

market? How would you feel if you 
left $20,000 to $40,000 in real val-
ue on the table? 

This unfortunately happens of-
ten. It is common that homeown-
ers, often seniors, find themselves 
enticed into selling their homes for 
below a fair market value. Scam-
mers are not stupid. They know 
that our seniors have the money. 

According to the Florida Attor-
ney General’s office, retirement 
communities are target for these 
predatory home-buying practices 
for many reasons. We may become 
frail from illness and need to move 
to a care facility. Maybe you’ve lost 
a spouse and can’t bear to be in the 
home you shared together. Maybe 
medical debt is a burden, and you 
see no other way than get living 
expenses before going on to Lord 
knows what. 

Often times, these “fast money 
buyers” employ deceptive or high-
pressure tactics to cheat an owner 
out of their home or to obtain per-
sonal and private information. I re-
cently read a story of a woman in 
a downtown Atlanta neighborhood 
who refused to sell, despite repeat-
ed offers. The aggregator reported 
her to the city for code violations. 
Finally, after being dunned by mul-
tiple warnings from city code en-
forcement, and lacking the funding 
to make the necessary repairs, the 
woman relented and sold for a be-
low-market price. The home short-
ly thereafter was sold for multiples 
of what he was paid. Flipping is the 
term for this practice and this is 
the goal to begin with: fast money.

It takes some patience and re-
straint, but your real estate may be 
your most valuable asset. Know its 
value.

Of course, the most reliable way 
to value your home and also to sell 
it is to work with a reputable real 
estate brokerage firm and establish 
an estimate of market value based 
on recent sales of comparable 
properties. This is fast and most 
brokers will do it as a courtesy. Of 
course, you may be asked to sign a 
listing contract for the sale of your 
property. But that’s fair if you are 
serious about wanting to sell. And 
if you are not serious, why would 
you ever have been talking to these 
scammers?

Finally, a broker moderated sale 
may take a little longer (not by 
much in this market!), but you can 
be comfortable that you are not 
leaving value on the table.

If you get a mailer, ignore it. If 
someone leaves a phone message 
to the effect that he or she is in the 
neighborhood and wants to buy 
your home, do not respond. Scam-
mers are all over us these days. 
Sure, we want to trust other folks 
even when they call or send us a 
card. We want to do that; but we 
can’t. 
Safety Tip

For those of you who use dryer 
sheets, now is a good time to scrub 
your lint vent with a brush and hot 
soapy water. Some dryer sheets 
emit a waxy substance that adheres 
to the mesh lining of the lint trap 
screen. If you run hot water over 
your lint vent and the water does 
not pass through the mesh, then 
it is a good idea to clean your lint 
vent. Consider using wool or plas-
tic dryer balls instead of the dryer 
sheets.
Conservation Tip

Depending on the type of irriga-
tion system, shaving two minutes 
off each irrigation run time yields 
18 to 26 gallons per zone per run 
cycle which can save 77 to 112 gal-
lons per month per zone for once-
per-week watering and 155 to 224 
gallons per month per zone for 
twice-per-week watering. Overall, 
on a monthly basis you have the 
potential to reduce your water 
consumption from 542 gallons to 
1,565 gallons depending on the 
time of year and specific run times 
on each zone, assuming seven 
zones. Monthly water savings for 
seven zones may cost in a range of 
$1.41 to $7.67 for once-per-week 
watering and $2.82 to $15.34 for 
twice-per-week watering depending 
on the rate tier.

RESIDENT SERVICES
Friendship Commons

8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday
otowservice@otowfl.com

(352) 236-OTOW (236-6869)

Office	will	be	closed	 
Wednesday, March 17, noon to 1 p.m.
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March is designated as National 
Women’s History Month, recog-
nizing and celebrating women 
in schools, workplaces and com-
munities throughout the country. 
Wednesday, March 17, has us cel-
ebrating St. Patrick’s Day and most 
of us enjoy corned beef and cab-
bage. The first day of spring falls 
on Saturday, March 20, which will 
be much appreciated coming out of 
winter. 
Daylight Saving Time

Daylight saving time is Sunday, 
March 14, so we are setting our 
clocks one hour later. Many fire 
departments encourage people to 
change the batteries in their smoke 
detectors when they change their 
clocks as daylight saving time pro-
vides a convenient reminder. You 
may also want to clear out expired 
medications at this time. 
Budget Meeting

The board of directors meet-
ing for On Top of the World (Cen-
tral) Owners Association was held 
Wednesday, Feb. 17, at Circle 
Square Cultural Center and was 
well attended. The board took ac-
tion to approve the 2020-2021 
budget, and board reports included 
discussing budget drivers, on-go-
ing challenges and projects for this 
budget year.
Ocala Open

As a reminder, the 14th annual 
Ocala Open at Candler Hills Golf 
Course is just days away! We have 
been hosting this wonderful event 
for many years and have raised 
over $663,000 for our charities.

The Ocala Open is sure to be the 
largest charity golf event in Marion 
County in 2021 and will be held on 
March 24, 25 and 26 with a Pro-Am 
Tuesday, March 23. You still have 
time to sign up to participate in 
the Pro-Am, which will help benefit 
our two local charities – Hospice of 
Marion County, Inc., and Interfaith 
Emergency Services. The profes-
sional tournament will showcase 
the Candler Hills Golf Course and 
will highlight professional golf-
ers from around the world. You 
will not want to miss this – come 

out and be a spectator and enjoy 
watching exciting golf.
Estate and Tag Sales

Estate or tag sales must be reg-
istered and approved by Resident 
Services at Friendship Commons by 
the 10th of each month. A copy of 
the approved form will then be for-
warded to the World News and an 
ad will run in the following month’s 
issue on the classifieds page.
Resident Services

Resident Services is open from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. with the following 
restrictions:

• Closed daily, from noon to 
approximately 12:30 p.m. as 
lobby must be clear for sani-
tizing.

• Closed the third Wednesday 
of every month (March 17), 
from noon to 1 p.m.

• Lobby is limited to six resi-
dents at a time.

Lynette Vermillion
(352) 236-OTOW (6869)

generalmanager@otowfl.com

All Around  
Our World

• Social distancing of six feet 
and face masks are required.

Residents needing to utilize Res-
ident Services at Friendship Com-
mons may continue to contact the 

office by phone, (352) 236-OTOW 
(6869), or email us at otowservice@
otowfl.com in lieu of visiting. We 
are experiencing higher than nor-
mal volumes and appreciate your 
patience. Be assured, your call or 
email will be returned as soon as 
possible. As a reminder, Resident 
Services is now located in Friend-
ship Commons, Suite 500, and new 
resident orientations are by ap-
pointment only in Suite 200.
After Hour Emergency

Please remember if you have an 
after-hour emergency, call (352) 
236-OTOW (6869) and not the 
gate. This number is answered by 
a trained representative to better 
direct your call.
Street Light Outages

If a streetlight is out in your 
neighborhood, please call Duke 
Energy’s Outage Line at 1-800-228-
8485 and report it. You will need 
the pole number (e.g. B100540) and 
the nearest address to the light. 
If you live in Indigo East, you will 
need to report the outage to SECO 
Energy. Their outage line is 1-800-
732-6141.
Rule of the Month

We have been receiving a large 
number of complaints regarding 
behavior at the dog parks – yes, 
both human and pet behavior com-
plaints. Residents utilizing the 
parks must be able to control their 
dog at all times and follow the dog 
park rules. The code of conduct 
for all facilities is listed at https://
ontopoftheworldinfo.com/ameni-
ty-information/amenities-general-
rules/#gencond. Appropriate social 
behavior and respectful treatment 
of others is expected. 

 

Sara Sommer

OneBlood
Bloodmobile

The Big Red Bus® was here Tues-
day, Feb. 2. I want to thank all those 
first responders who braved the 
cold, north winds. Despite being 
a Tuesday, there were 28 units of 
whole blood and six units of double 
red cells collected.  Great job. Each 

donor received a $10 eCard as a to-
ken of appreciation.

Remember blood is needed be-
fore an emergency happens.  Quite 
often the blood supply is very low.  
It may not be there when you or a 
loved one needs it. There is no sub-
stitute for human blood. One pint 
can save three lives.  Please make 
a difference.  The next visit of the 
Big Red Bus® will be Monday, April 
5, from 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.  The 
bus parks in the Recreation Center 
parking lot.  See you on the bus.

ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala

IRREGULAR WATER USAGE*

• Toilets: A	failing	flapper	(valve	seal)	can	waste	up	to	200	gallons	of	water	a	day.	
• Leaky Faucets/Showerheads: Dripping can range from several gallons to hun-

dreds of gallons of water per day. 
• Water Hose: When left on with leaks at the spigot or nozzle. 
• Irrigation System: Automatic irrigation solenoid valves not closing properly or 

excessive run times including multiple program cycles. 
• Water Softeners: Excessively backwashing or the backwash valve failing.

* Water loss is estimated and varies depending on severity of leak.
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	*Payments	shown	based	on	48	month	financing	estimates.	Your	payments	may	vary	based	on	your	credit	approval.	See	associate	for	details.	Prior	sales	not	included.	
Due	to	early	advertising	deadlines,	some	items	may	be	sold	or	out	of	stock.	See	or	call	store	for	details	on	total	delivery	area.	Delivery	is	additional.	Product	photos	are	for	
illustration	only,	actual	product	may	not	be	as	pictured.	Not	responsible	for	typographical	errors.

MATTRESS

GALLERY
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 

with  purchase of  
any mattress set  

$799 OR GREATER*

$300 GIFT CARD 
with  select 

mattress purchase*

WE HAVE ALL THE TOP BRANDS AND MORE!

CHIME 12” Plush Memory Foam

ELMHURST 14” Euro Pillow Top 
Triple Choice: Extra Firm, Plush or Euro Pillow Top

$549

$799

$3799PRO BREEZE 10” Firm Queen Memory Foam
Mattress in a Box

(352) 732-4296 10AM — 6PM

1200 HYBRID
12” Firm

LOFT AND MADISON
Firm Queen

CF1000
10” Medium Hybrid

LOFT AND MADISON
Firm Queen Pillow Top

CF3000
12” Medium Hybrid

1400 HYBRID
14” Plush

$639

$999

$1099

$859

$1099

$1699

PRO ADAPT
12” Firm Hybrid

PRO ADAPT
12” Medium Hybrid

YOUR CHOICE
$2999

BlockersFurniture.com

up to  60 MONTHS
FINANCING*

$12
starting at

PER MO*

$17
starting at

PER MO*

$80
starting at

PER MO*

$14
starting at

PER MO*

$21
starting at

PER MO*

$23
starting at

PER MO*

$18
starting at

PER MO*

$23
starting at

PER MO*

$36
starting at

PER MO*

$63
starting at

PER MO*

Lizabeth Woodard

Republican Club

On Friday, Feb. 12, the Repub-
lican Club’s meeting theme was 
“Lincoln Day.” President Lizabeth 
called the meeting to order at 7 
p.m. The opening prayer was given 
by Brenda White and all present 
recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
President Lizabeth gave new mem-
bers and guests the opportunity to 
introduce themselves and she rec-
ognized everyone who celebrated a 
birthday in January and February.

Tom Hauck accepted the duty of 
acting as the nomination chair for 
the 2021 election of club officers. 
He explained the process and the 
duties of each officer. He gave the 
current officers the opportunity to 
express their desire to stay in office 
since few meetings were conducted 
in 2020. Voting for new officers will 
be conducted at the March meeting.

In the spirit of the meeting theme, 
President Lizabeth explained the 
importance of the Lincoln legacy 
to the Republican Party. Everyone 
knows, of course, that he was fa-
mous for the Gettysburg Address, 
abolishing slavery and his untimely 
assassination. He also, by executive 
order in 1863, wrote the Emanci-
pation Proclamation, which gave 
freedom to the slaves. In addition, 
President Lizabeth shared a few 

Picture by Margaret Nodine
Brenda and Gary White accepting the “Lincoln Day” award 
from President Lizabeth Woodard.

relatively unknown Lincoln trivia: 
he was a wrestler and was defeated 
only once in about 300 matches, 
which resulted to his induction to 
the Wrestling Hall of Fame; and he 
created the Secret Service. Lincoln 
also obtained a patent for invent-
ing equipment allowing ships to 
travel in low waters without sink-
ing. He also test-fired rifles on the 
White House property. 

After sharing this information 
with the membership, President 
Lizabeth presented Brenda and 
Gary White with a certificate of ap-
preciation for their exemplary ser-
vice and dedication to the Republi-
can Club. One of the services they 
provide is the sale of political items 
at club events. They generously do-
nate part of their profits to the club 
treasury. Gary also provides the 
sound system for all club activities 
and Brenda assists with all open-
ing prayers at club events. They are 
both invaluable to the success of 
our club and exemplify all that Lin-
coln provided to our county in the 
same quiet, unassuming manner.

After the meeting, everyone was 
invited to enjoy cookies, coffee and 
conversation. 

Fellow Republican residents are 
invited to join our friendly, wel-
coming group to discuss political 
issues, candidates, and current 
events — both locally and nation-
ally. For more information regard-
ing the Republican Club, please 
leave a message at (518) 534-0201. 
Your call will be answered as soon 
as possible.
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Michelle Shideler
(352) 387-7571 

michelle_shideler@masterthepossibilities.org

Lifelong Learning

One of the most exciting ele-
ments in March for me is the of-
ficial start of spring. I am not one 
who appreciates the briskness of 
winter, but rather the warm spring 
sun with flowers growing and birds 
chirping, and longer days of sun-
shine.

Not just about the great weath-
er, the month of March, named af-
ter the Roman god of war, is also 
known for a few historical anni-
versaries. One said anniversary is 
the assassination of Julius Caesar 
March 15. Professor Jason Lundock 
will be facilitating a course to high-
light the life and legacy of Julius 
Caesar on that anniversary. 

According to Lundock, Julius 
Caesar has left an indelible mark 
on western civilization and still has 
an influence across the world to-
day. Participants are invited to join 
Lundock Monday, March 15, from 
10:30 a.m. to noon in Live Oak Hall 
to look at the man and legend, and 
hear highlights of the personality, 
political actor and military genius 
of said Julius Caesar. Cost to at-
tend is $2 for members and $7 for 
non-members.

Taking full advantage of the 
spring weather, our curriculum 
hosts outdoor events this month 
as well. For those who love to paint 
outdoors, the “Plein Air Painting 
Workshop” at Sholom Park Tues-
day, March 23 through Thursday, 
March 25, from 1 to 4:30 p.m. with 
Vanessa Fuller-Brown is one not to 
miss. The idea is for participants to 
be inspired by the gorgeous scen-
ery of Sholom Park, while learning 
to develop an independent image 

using water soluble oil paints. Cost 
to attend this three-day workshop 
is $105 for members and $110 for 
non-members.

Not too artistic? Join instructor 
Christine Weiss at Chasin’ A Dream 
Farm for a hands-on experience 
with new foals. While at the farm, 
participants will learn what it takes 
to breed and raise a racehorse. Cost 
to attend this field trip is $47 for 
members and $52 for non-mem-
bers. Keeping attendance socially 
distanced, Master the Possibilities 
has four different dates and times 
in March for this event. Feel free to 
visit masterthepossibilities.org or 
call our main office at (352) 861-
9751 for information on available 
dates and times this month.

Learn about emerging trends 
in the art scene in Marion County 
from various organization leaders 
Wednesday, March 24, from 3 to 5 
p.m. Participants will have the op-
portunity to hear what these lead-

ers have in store for the future to 
keep the arts alive in the commu-
nity.  This informative panel dis-
cussion will be moderated by Jaye 
Baillie, executive director of Marion 
Cultural Alliance, in Live Oak Hall. 
Cost is $2 for members and $7 for 
non-members.

There are more than 200 class 
opportunities this month at Mas-
ter the Possibilities. Topics include 
historical classes like “From Tru-
man to Hiroshima – The Story of 
the Building and Deployment of the 
Atomic Bomb” and skillset events 
like “Beginner Tap” to “Herbs in 
Your Garden” and “Beginner Sign 
Language.” Visit our website 24/7 
for a complete list of upcoming and 
new courses and events. For help 
with registration, or course spe-
cific questions, call our main office 
at (352) 861-9751 from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Monday through Friday.

Erwin Fluss

Community
Patrol

Why join the Community Patrol? 
We act as the “eyes” within the com-
munity in conjunction with Marion 
County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO) and 
On Top of the World, staying alert 
for any unusual happenings here 
and the surrounding shopping ar-
eas. We are in touch with MCSO, if 
necessary.

We are a friendly group and 
ready to answer questions by giv-
ing drivers directions should they 
become lost (we have maps).

Road safety is our primary goal, 
reminding car and golf cart drivers 
the rules within the community. 
The Community Patrol has no cita-
tion giving authority, that’s MCSO’s 
job, but their officers are on site 
from time to time, so be careful.

We also attend two volunteer 
appreciation dinners every year; 
that’s a perk and the food is good.

Joining us is a civic good, so 
please consider it. Contact Paul 
Altman at (860) 460-7632 or shel-
vesc@aol.com for more informa-
tion.

Photo by Kenneth D. Colen
The first painted bunting to visit the property in approximately 45 years. LEASH LAW 

Dogs must be on a leash at all times.
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Dan Lack

Democratic Club

KNOW what’s BELOW
Call 811 before you dig!

IT’S THE LAW!
#11917 - 5/17

Ginny Nardone

Williamsburg  
Neighbors

Carron Janssen

Friendship
Connection

Jan Lindell

Avalon  
Social Group

Nora Dominguez
(352) 387-7372

Indigo East

March will usher in warmer tem-
peratures and is a great month to 
enjoy the pools, walking the trails 
and other outdoor activities. We 
are still offering garden plots to 
those interested. Please stop by the 
Indigo East Fitness Center office to 
register.

Many of you have already or will 
be getting the COVID-19 vaccine. 
Please remember that vaccinated 
or not, you are still required to ob-
serve the safety protocols estab-
lished for all residents in our com-
munity.  Six-foot social distancing 
and wearing a face mask inside fa-
cilities, at all times, is mandatory. 
Outside wearing a mask is recom-
mended but required within six 
feet. 

Thank you to all Indigo East resi-
dents for your cooperation and pa-
tience in these challenging times.

We hope everyone had a happy 
Valentine’s Day. March is here and 
we have a date for our first potluck 
dinner – Monday, March 22, at 5:30 
p.m. at the Arbor Conference Cen-
ter Dance Studios I-IV. The potluck 
is limited to 50 people, so we are 
asking everyone interested to email 
or contact me to reserve your spot. 
All dishes need to be in throw away 
containers with tops or your own 
container only if it has a top. I need 
some volunteers to help with this 
event, please send an email. There 
will be a raffle also this evening.

I look forward to meeting all of 
you at our first outing of 2021. We 
will have a short meeting at the be-
ginning of our get together. If you 
are new to any of the Avalon neigh-
borhoods and have not had your 
information added to the email 
contact list, or if your previous 
information needs to be updated 
send contact me at avalonsocial-
club@gmail.com or (352) 951-9711.

Our neighborhood is busy pre-
paring for the Williamsburg tag 
sale which will take place Saturday, 
March 6, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. All 
residents are invited to visit one or 
all of our participating households. 
With such a large variety of items 
to choose from, you are sure to find 
something special you just cannot 
live without! See you Saturday!

Planning is underway for our 
neighborhood spring picnic, which 
is scheduled for Saturday, April 10, 
from noon to 2 p.m. This year’s 
gathering will be a bit different 
from previous years. Bring your 
own brown bagged lunch and a 
chair. We will be following the cur-
rent health and safety guidelines 
including face coverings, social 
distancing, and limited attendance. 
Soon a flyer announcing the pic-
nic and the sign-up process will be 
emailed to Williamsburg residents. 
Save the date and watch for further 
details.

If you are new to Williamsburg 
and have not had your information 
added to the email contact list, or if 
your previous information needs to 
be updated, please call Ginny Nar-
done at (352) 304-8619 or Cathy 
Higginbotham at (352) 509-4266. 

Our first event of 2021 will take 
place Sunday, March 14. Those resi-
dents with tickets will meet at the 
Veterans Park pavilion at 4 p.m. 
for our barbecue. Tickets must be 
purchased in advance. Cost of each 
ticket is $5, which will include the 
entree you requested at ticket pur-
chase, sides, cookies and choice of 
water, iced tea, or lemonade. Your 
resident ID must be shown both 
when purchasing tickets and at the 
event. 

We are following On Top of the 
World safety protocols, which is 
why there are only 50 people al-
lowed at this event, including the 
workers. Please remember this 
event is for residents only, no 
guests will be permitted.

In accordance with the safety 
protocols, face masks must be 
worn, and six feet of social distanc-
ing will be necessary. We will be 
using the tables inside the pavil-
ion for food, so it will be necessary 
for attendees to bring their own 
chairs and small folding tables, if 
you wish. Please remember, only 
two people are allowed at a table. 

Of course, you may also sit in your 
golf cart.

Our theme for this fun event will 
be St. Patrick’s Day, so feel free to 
wear green, if you choose. We will 
also be playing a game called On 
Top of the World trivia, with prizes 
for winning as well as door prizes!

The planning committee realizes 
only 50 people, including workers, 
attending our event will not be fair 
to the majority of Friendship resi-
dents. Therefore, we are planning a 
second barbecue Wednesday, April 
11, also at the Veterans Park pavil-
ion. Tickets will again be sold in ad-
vance for $5, and again only 50 will 
be sold. 

Please, if you attend the March 
event do not purchase a ticket for 
the April event. We are trying make 
it fair to as many residents as pos-
sible. Tickets will be sold Monday, 
March 22 through Wednesday, 
March 24, from 8:30 to 10 a.m. at 
the Recreation Center veranda. 

Friendship Connection is open 
to all residents of Friendship Colo-
ny, Friendship Park, and Friendship 
Village only.

More information will be avail-
able in the next edition of the 
World News. If you are interested 
in volunteering to help plan, setup, 
cleanup, cook, or serve, please con-
tact Carron Janssen at (847) 529-
6183 or visit our Facebook page 
(Friendship Connection-OTOW). 

Our next attempt at a Zoom club 
meeting will take place Thursday, 
March 25, at 6 p.m. Our speaker 
will be our scholar-in-residence, 
Dr. Martin Hoffert, who will speak 
about the green new deal. Marty is 
a New York University professor 
emeritus who hosts many courses 
at Master the Possibilities. We are 
privileged to be able to schedule 
Marty to speak to our club annu-
ally. The Zoom link will be emailed 
to the club’s members.

Yvonne Beckman has joined the 
board as a new director, replac-
ing Evelyn Koffroth. Thank you, 
Yvonne!

As we await the time to meet 
safely indoors, we continue to ac-
cept new members. Just send us 
your name, address, phone num-
ber, email address and a copy of 
your Gateway of Services pass (for 
Indigo East residents). 

We continue to support the Oca-
la Ritz Veterans Village so that we 
can show our appreciation to these 
men and women who sacrificed so 
much for us. The Ritz is in need of 
paper towels, toilet paper, femi-
nine hygiene products, dish deter-
gent, laundry detergent, toiletries, 
towels and wash cloths, shower 
curtains, peanut butter and jelly, 
canned food and dry food. Club 
members will receive “where and 
when” information via email.

For more information, contact 
Dan Lack at (352) 509-4942 or 
otowdemclub@gmail.com or visit 
our Facebook page (On Top of the 
World Democratic Club). You are 
not alone!

OTOWInfo.com

GOT TRASH?
Please put all trash in compactor.

ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala
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Debra Keirn

Candler  
Connection

We have already missed some of 
our usual activities in 2021 such as 
our monthly potluck dinners, but 
are hopeful that our events will 
continue sometime this year. Re-
strictions are still in place, but we 
continue to hope that some of the 
following events will take place.

The spring dinner dance sched-
uled for March 19, has been can-
celled.

The list below outlines what is on 
our calendar for the rest the year:

• Saturday, April 24: Golf cart 
scavenger hunt and outdoor 
barbecue dinner. Watch for 
more information in The 
Happenings.

• Sunday, June 13 & Sunday, 
Aug. 15: Ice cream socials.

• Sunday, Oct. 24: Fall picnic.
• Saturday, Dec. 11: Holiday 

party.
The monthly potluck dinners 

have been cancelled until further 
notice. We are estimating that these 
dinners will resume in August. They 
are the last Tuesday of the month 
and start at 5:30 p.m. If you are in-
terested in helping with these din-
ners, please contact Deb Keirn at 
(352) 414-5737 or arthurkipdeb@
verizon.net. 

If you are interested in greeting 
new neighbors and helping with 

Cassie Cummings
(352)	387-9508	

thelodge@otowfl.com

The Lodge  
at Candler Hills

Welcome spring! As I am sure 
we are all looking forward to fresh 
and new beginnings, it’s nice to feel 
that there is light at the end of the 
tunnel.

Many residents have already re-
ceived or will be receiving the COV-
ID-19 vaccination. Safety protocols 
have not changed and are still in 
place at all amenities, at this time.

• Indoors – six feet of social 
distancing, wearing face 
masks, and using hand sani-
tizer. 

• Outdoors – six feet of social 
distancing and wearing face 
masks, if social distancing is 
not possible. 

We continue to monitor daily 
cases and any changes to these 
safety protocols will be posted on 
otowinfo.com. We look forward to 
when we can safely begin planning 
some much-needed fun activities. 

Here at The Lodge at Candler 
Hills, we are looking forward to 
planning a weekly happy hour ev-
ery Friday, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
for Candler Hills residents. More 
details to come. 

2022 bookings are now being 
accepted for rooms at The Lodge 
at Candler Hills and Candler Hills 
Community Center. Please remem-
ber room requests are done on a 

year-to-year basis and a Candler 
Hills resident ID will be required 
for booking. These bookings will 
not be approved until late summer 
of this year.

Standard operating hours for 
The Lodge at Candler Hills are 
Monday through Sunday, 9 a.m. to 
7 p.m.

Although indoor events are still 
cancelled until further notice, out-
door activities are available. The 
pools at The Lodge at Candler Hills 
and Candler Hills Community Cen-
ter are open and close at dusk. 

Please remember to bring your 
Candler Hills resident ID to use the 
amenities, and two guests are wel-
come with a Candler Hills resident.

Please take note of our monthly 
pool cleaning schedule closures:

• The Lodge at Candler Hills 
pool is closed on the last 
Wednesday of the month.

• The Candler Hills Commu-
nity Center pool is closed on 
the second Wednesday of the 
month.

Residents, please note only two 
residents are to utilize the hot tub 
area at a time, in order to keep each 
other safe; maintaining social dis-
tancing is very important. 

I would like to welcome new resi-
dents to the community, whether 
you are still building your home or 
just moved in, we look forward to 
meeting you here at The Lodge at 
Candler Hills and helping you en-
joy the amenities. I hope you have 
a great month and enjoy each day!

the Candler Hills ambassador pro-
gram, contact Amy Waller at ab-
warnp97@aol.com.

The speaker series committee 
headed by Doug Dahlen cannot 
carry out their plans until the green 
light is given by The Lodge at Can-
dler Hills for large gatherings.

New residents of Candler Hills 
can log onto candlerconnection.
org and fill out the form to receive 
“The Happenings” by email to learn 
about events and activities. Cur-
rently 1,312 residents receive “The 
Happenings.”

The Candler Connection Face-
book group has grown to more 
than 892 members. This Facebook 
group is a good source of informa-
tion for residents.

Richard Steinfeldt has a “new 
resident” presentation on Face-
book to welcome new residents of 
Candler Hills. You can access this 
presentation at steinfeldt.com/ne-
wresonline.pdf. 

A Candler Connection board 
meeting will take place virtually in 
March.

I want to thank each and every 
Candler Hills resident for your pa-
tience during these challenging 
times. Face masks and six feet of 
distancing are still a very impor-
tant protocol.

I hope to see you all around the 
neighborhood. Please stay healthy 
and safe, and we look forward to 
seeing you at some of the approved 
activities this year. 

Janice Liberton

Indigo East
Social Committee

The Indigo East Spring Craft 
Show will take place Saturday, 
March 27, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Only Indigo East crafters may be 
able to display their crafts. Partici-
pants and patrons are required to 
wear a face mask, social distance 
and abide by the On Top of the 
World safety guidelines and rules. 
The Indigo East Social Committee 
is looking forward to seeing you at 
this event. 

It is my hope that by the time 
you read this column, our Florida 
spring season has begun, and pret-
ty flowers are growing all over In-
digo East. In New Jersey, the hearty 
crocus flower was the first to bloom 
after a long arduous winter. How-
ever, I just read that in Florida, yel-
low daffodils are the first to bloom 
in spring and can begin to bloom 
as early as the month of February, 
depending on the planting zone 
and temperature. From the end of 
March to early June, wildflowers 
grow on roadsides and open fields. 
Nothing welcomes spring in Florida 
like the beauty of the wildflowers. 

Here are some fun facts regard-
ing March.

I’m sure you have heard the old 
expression, “March comes in like a 
lion and out like a lamb.” In New 
Jersey, that expression meant that 
March began with very cold, snowy 
and windy weather of winter and 
warmer days of early spring com-
pleted the end of the month. That 
expression isn’t so prevalent in 
Florida as our weather varies great-
ly from the weather of the north. 

Another expression in March is 
“Beware of the ides of March.” The 

ides refer to the number 15 and a 
correlation of the first full moon 
of the year on the Roman calendar. 
Many of us relate the ides of March 
to the day Julius Caesar met his 
demise in 44 BC. A seer told Cae-
sar to beware of the ides of March, 
which Caesar ignored and the rest 
is history. The Roman calendar was 
based on 10 months with March be-
ing the first month of the year and 
December the last month. January 
and February were known only as 
“winter.” 

I’m happy to advise daylight sav-
ing time begins Sunday, March 14 
and the first day of spring is Satur-
day, March 20. On the first day of 
spring, the sun shines on the equa-
tor for Vernal Equinox, with a near 
50/50 split of day and night. 

Here are some celebrations for 
March:

• March 14: March Madness 
begins.

• March 14: Pi Day, forget the 
math, eat pie.

• March 17: St Patrick’s Day, 
everyone is Irish on that day, 
so it is okay to wear green.

• March 27: Passover begins at 
sunset.

• March 28: Palm Sunday.
• March 29: National Vietnam 

War Veterans Day.
• March 31: National Crayon 

Day, brighten the day and 
wear something colorful.

Wishing you a March filled with 
sunshine and happiness. As usual, 
I’ll see you around the neighbor-
hood. 

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST
Receive information about  

Circle Square Commons  
including the Farmers Market, special 

events, entertainment,  
The Ranch Fitness Center & Spa,  

Circle Square Cultural Center,  
Master the Possibilities,  
Mr. B’s Ice Cream Shop,  

Sid’s Coffee Shop & Deli and more!
Sign up at CircleSquareCommons.com 

OTOWInfo.com
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Phillip Hisey
(352) 236-OTOW (6869)
phillip_hisey@otowfl.com

Keeping It Green

Where has our winter season 
gone? For many of you, I see a smug 
smile come across your face as I 
say, “our winter season.” Some of 
our residents truly know the harsh 
winters from their northern homes 
and smile when we Floridians say 
the word winter. Nonetheless, this 
has been a good winter for us with 
several days with freezing temper-
atures and even frost. This helps 
with insect control and plant dor-
mancy. The only downside is that 
many plants may see some winter 
kill and will not survive the cold 
blasts we experienced. March may 
prove to have one more cold snap 
in store for us, so stay warm if it 
does. 

March is a great month to begin 
winter pruning if you haven’t done 
so already. Plants such as plum-
bago, aztec grass, dianella and oth-
ers that may have been stunted by 
colder temps will be emerging from 
their winter dormancy. As they do, 
you can begin trimming the dead 
out. If you were brave enough to 
install material such as crotons or 
Hawaiian ti plants, you may not be 
so lucky; as these are south Florida 
plants and won’t do well in our Cli-
matic Zone 8B. 

Crape myrtles are also ready 
for trimming. If you haven’t done 
so already, cut them back. I prefer 
pruning nothing larger than the 
diameter of a pencil. If your crape 
myrtle has started flushing out new 
growth you are not too late but 
don’t wait too long. 

Irrigation timeclocks go back to 
twice per week watering Sunday, 
March 14. This is a great time of 
year to get the irrigation system 
back in order. Check the irrigation 
times and adjust the heads to en-
sure the areas are being watered 
properly and free of leaks.

This is also a great time of year 
to replenish mulch in the landscape 
beds. Mulch helps retain moisture 
and reduce weed populations as 
the summer rains approach. If you 
are using an inorganic mulch such 
as rock, be careful with insect such 
as scale come summer. Rock mulch 
tends to drive out beneficial insects 
and harbors the scale insects. Look 

under your plant material at the 
rock and see if it is black or moldy 
looking. This is a tell-tale sign of 
scale on the plant material. 

Lastly, March or early April is a 
good time of year to begin your fer-
tilizer regimen and hopefully you 
have already made your preventa-
tive treatments for fungus in Feb-
ruary. March is also a good month 
for grub control. 

When making fertilizer applica-
tion, remember, only three pounds 
of nitrogen per 1,000 square feet 
can be applied to your lawn per 
year in Marion County per County 
Ordinance 08-35. You can apply 
one pound of water insoluble or 
“slow release” nitrogen per 1,000 
square feet or 0.7 pounds of water 
soluble or “quick release” nitrogen 
per 1000 square feet. Contractor 
representatives should be certified 
by the Green Industries Best Man-
agements Practices if they are ap-
plying fertilizer to your lawn. Upon 
request a contractor representative 
should be able to produce their 
GI-BMP card. This is also a require-
ment of Marion County per County 
Ordinance 08-35. 

Fungal problems will surface as 
the weather starts to warm up. As 
air temperatures begin to rise, soil 
temperatures will too. When soil 
temperatures are between 65 to 75 
degrees, fungal pathogens will be-
gin to pop up in portions of your 
lawn. Those of you who had prob-
lem areas last year can probably 
bet to have issues in the same ar-
eas this year. Make sure you are or 
your contractor is taking the prop-
er steps to prevent fungus from be-
coming an issue in the future. 

The University of Florida Insti-
tute of Food and Agricultural Sci-
ences (UF/IFAS) has a rapid turf 
diagnosis department. If there are 
suspect issues in your lawn you can 
send a sample and $75. You can get 
an answer in as little as three days, 
stating what the problem is and 
what curative action should be tak-
en. Go to http://turf.ufl.edu/rapid-
diag.shtml for more information. 
There is some useful information 
there as well. 

Grubs can be easily treated with 
products purchased at Lowe’s and 
Home Depot. Lowe’s carries a Bayer 
Season Long Grub Control product; 
Home Depot carries a Scott’s prod-
uct. Either one should provide con-
trol for your problem.

Best of luck this spring. 

Christina Shearer
info@sholompark.org

Finding Zen

Spring is here and Sholom Park 
is getting ready to bud, bloom and 
blossom with beauty. The spring 
season is a favorite time of year for 
many park visitors. There is color 
around every corner. A walk in 
the formal garden is always pleas-
ing to the eye. Azaleas, roses, and 
bottle brush plants are blooming 
with vibrant color. They even at-
tract friendly pollinators like bees, 
butterflies, and hummingbirds. 
We have all heard the saying “stop 
and smell the roses” but have you 
ever stopped to smell the intoxicat-
ing fragrance of jasmine, tea olive 
and gardenias? Some of the most 
aromatic plants at the park start 
releasing their sweet scents late 
March into April. 

The park is not only bloom-
ing with beauty, but also boom-
ing with activity. Our daily park 
visitor count has increased by 
nearly double since last summer. 
The weekends are always boom-
ing with life. We see more families 
enjoying walks and picnics in the 
park every weekend. The park also 
hosted several events in February 
attracting over 2,000 attendees in 
one weekend, but the season isn’t 
over yet. Our spring L.E.A.F. Series 
is underway with a variety of top-
ics and speakers. “Cattle Ranching 
with Circle Square Ranch,” “Poet-
ry in the Park,” and “Mind Full to 
Mindful” will wrap up the season to 
Learn, Explore, Appreciate & Focus 
(L.E.A.F.) at the park. 

On Sunday, May 2, you can ex-
perience an afternoon of live mu-
sic and a display of local art and 
craftsmanship at the fourth annual 
Fun at the Park - Music & Art event. 

Spring is the season to bloom 
and boom at Sholom Park. For more 
information about the upcoming 
events happening at the park, visit 
our website at sholompark.org. 

Charles Calhoun

Veterans Club

We are planning a Memorial Day 
observance to include a flag raising 
ceremony performed by the An-
gela Santos VFW post 4781 honor 
guard. The ceremony will be at 9 
a.m. Monday, May 31, at the Veter-
ans Park. We will pay tribute to our 
fallen heroes and remember our 
fellow community members. 

Club members have been asked 
to share some of their stories during 
their service to our country. Some-
times this can be joyful and fun to 
remember some of the experiences 
we had in common and sometimes 
it can be less than pleasant.  But I 
feel it is necessary to share these 
stories with each other and memo-
rialize these experiences so others 
can appreciate what the joys and 
sacrifices our veterans endured for 
the freedoms we have.

I will be highlighting these over 
the next several months and will 
also have them available at our 
monthly meetings. 

Some stories include a U.S. Ma-
rine who joined as an enlisted 
soldier and then promoted to an 
officer and gentlemen through bat-
tlefield promotions. 

Another gentleman who served 
in the U.S. Army and saw his 
three brothers join the U.S. Navy, 
U.S. Marine Corps, and U.S. Air 
Force because their mother didn’t 
want them all serving in the same 
branch of service during war time. 
This same gentleman served in 
three wars and was shot down and, 
thankfully, survived. 

One young man joined the U.S. 
Navy during Vietnam, never served 
in Asia but as a corpsman saved 
many lives and had to attend to 
some less fortunate and handle 
them with respect and honor.

All gave some, some gave all.
Please attend one of our meet-

ings to hear these stories and meet 
these fine men and women who 
served our country on your behalf. 
Their stories will be on display and 
you can thank them in person for 
their service. 

Meetings are the third Thursday 
of the month at the Arbor Confer-
ence Center Dance Studios II-IV at 
3 p.m.

EMERGENCY AFTER-HOURS 
PHONE NUMBER

(352) 236-6869



11AMarch 2021 The World News

Theresa Fields
(352)	854-8707	ext.	7530	

t_fields@otowfl.com

Recreation Center

Well it is hard to believe March 
is already here. This year is already 
flying by with many of us anxious 
to get things back to some type of 
normalcy. Many of us are hoping 
there will be light at the end of the 
tunnel soon! 

Don’t forget Sunday, March 14, 
is daylight saving time, so you will 

be moving those clocks ahead one 
hour. We also have St. Patrick’s Day 
right around the corner Wednes-
day, March 17. Stop by the Recre-
ation Center downstairs lobby as 
we have our St. Patrick’s Day tree 
decorated for a bit of good luck for-
tune to come your way! 

Many residents have already re-
ceived or will be receiving the COV-
ID-19 vaccination. Safety protocols 
have not changed and are still in 
place at all amenities. Indoors – six 
feet of social distancing, wearing 
face masks, and using hand sani-
tizer. Outdoors – six feet of social 

distancing and wearing face masks, 
if social distancing is not possible. 
We continue to monitor daily cases 
and any changes to these safety 
protocols will be posted on otow-
info.com.

Guests are permitted at all out-
door facilities including pools and 
whirlpools. Tag and estate sales 
have resumed (must be registered 
with Resident Services). Indoor fa-
cilities are still closed to guests, 
and this includes the billiards and 
game room. 

On Top of the World has opened 
to 100% capacity at all outdoor 
sports facilities, pavilions, pools 
and game room. Restaurants have 
returned to full capacity. 

Each one of us needs to continue 
taking personal responsibility for 
our own safety and compliance 
with all safety protocols. Remem-
ber to monitor otowinfo.com for 
additional information regarding 
facility openings to full capacity, 
events starting back, and guests in 
private venues. Hopefully, we will 
start to see the number of cases 
decline in the upcoming weeks and 
months. 

All indoor venues are still limit-
ed, as no changes have been made 
at this time. If you are planning on 
using a facility, please remember 
to book the facility through the 
Recreation Center office prior to 
use. Residents are responsible for 
their own personal safety and for 
compliance with the safety proto-
cols for each location. Keeping our 
residents and employees safe will 
remain our focus. 

We are now accepting 2022 room 
request bookings. These bookings 
will not be approved until late sum-
mer. 
Community Updates

We are working on activities for 
the upcoming year and we will start 
announcing them once we have 
been cleared. When we are able to 
reopen, we will be adding happy 
hour to The Lodge at Candler Hills 
and Indigo East Community Center 
every Friday night along with the 
happy hour that is held at the Rec-
reation Center. 
Line Dance Classes

Marilyn McNeal has retired 
from teaching line dance classes 
to spend more time with family. A 
monthly pass will not be required 
for the remainder of the season 
but each dancer must show a pass 

from a previous month to finish 
this season. New dancers are not 
eligible for these classes that start-
ed in September 2020. Registration 
will be opened again for the new 
season that will start in Septem-
ber with our new professional line 
dance instructor Darlene Miller.

The following changes will con-
tinue through Monday, May 24. 
The rest of this season is without 
charge. Patty Hainzl will take over 
the Absolute Beginner class. Kathy 
Petrosky and Rose O’Rourke will 
teach Beginner Level II and the 
Improver classes. Kathy Cornell 
will take over the Beginner Level I 
class. All Monday line dance class 
times remain the same as presently 
scheduled. These competent in-
structors have graciously commit-
ted to finishing out the season for 
Marilyn. 
Community Bus

The community bus is running 
by appointment only with limit-
ed seating. The bus runs Monday 
through Thursday with a morn-
ing and afternoon run. The times 
and destinations have temporar-
ily changed to Aldi, Publix, Lowe’s, 
Bealls, Big Lots, Sav-A-Lot and Su-
per Walmart. You can make reser-
vations by calling the Recreation 
Center office at (352) 387-7533. 
Community Pavilions

Please keep in mind that to guar-
antee your use, pavilions at the Vet-
erans Park, Recreation Center, The 
Lodge at Candler Hills and Indigo 
East, require prior booking by con-
tacting the facility offices. 
Events

We will be holding our quarterly 
Enviro Shred event Friday, April 23, 
for those who may need to shred 
important documents. This event 
will take place from 9 to 11 a.m. in 
the Recreation Center parking lot. 
The fee is $5 per small box of docu-
ments. 
Tuesday Crafters 

The weekly Tuesday craft show, 
hosted by Artistic Crafts & Gifts, 
is back. It is held every Tuesday, 
in the Recreation Center Ballroom, 
from 9 a.m. to noon. If you are look-
ing for a special gift for someone, 
this would be a great opportunity 
to check out what the crafters have 
made. 

Stay safe and continue to moni-
tor otowinfo.com for the latest up-
dates.

How far would you go to find the most experienced cataract 
surgical institute for your eyes? What if we told you it’s right 

here?  For more than 50 years, St. Luke’s Cataract and  
Laser Institute has earned a world class reputation  

in cataract treatment.

Cataract surgeon Michael Mequio has now joined  
Dr. Kimberly Ireland at The Villages and is now accepting  

patients at our newest location in Brownwood.
Life Changing Vision is now at St. Luke’s  

in Lake Sumter Landing and in Brownwood.  
For more information, visit StLukesAtTheVillages.com

or call to schedule an appointment at  
one of our convenient locations. 

352-626-1450
1050 Old Camp Rd | Bldg #230 

Life Changing Vision

Michael Mequio, MD
Cataract Surgeon 

Kimberly Ireland, MD
Cataract Surgeon

2955 Brownwood Blvd. |  Suite 303
352-350-8484

Rus Adams
(352)	861-8180

rus_adams@otowfl.com

Back at  
The Ranch

Beautiful Nails 
Manicures and pedicures range 

from indulgence to routine main-
tenance. Regardless of your prefer-
ence, there are simple things you 
can do to keep your nails in top 
shape. Healthy nails require an 
investment of both time and pro-
fessional care. The best course of 
action to longer, stronger nails is 
primarily through your lifestyle. 
This might mean introducing some 
new self-care techniques in addi-
tion to kicking some bad habits. 
Here are some helpful nail tips 
from The Ranch’s salon expert, 
CaSandra Stade.

1. Cut and files your nails, no 
biting. If you should dis-
cover a hangnail or piece of 
skin lifting from the cuticle, 

Photo by Rus Adams
Expert nail technician 
CaSandra Stade at The 
Ranch Fitness Center & Spa.

try not to pull it or remove 
it without the proper cleanli-
ness or assistance of a pro-
fessional technician. If you 
pull the hangnail, you may 
create an opportunity for 
outside pathogens to cause 
an infection.

2. Keep your nails dry. It is im-
portant to make sure you 
keep your nail beds dry and 
clean. This will ensure pre-
venting any fungus growth. 
Fungus is highly contagious 
and can only be treated by a 
medical professional. 

3. Shave 48 hours prior to a 
pedicure. This will allow your 
pores to close before your 
service. Shaving creates tiny 
abrasions on your skin, this 
in addition to open pores 
may allow outside bacteria 
to get in.

4. Go gel for glamorous nails. 
It is a myth that gel is harm-
ful to your nails. The key is 
proper application and re-
moval by a professional. Gel 
will promote the growth and 
overall look of your mani-
cure. 

5. Wash hands in between hand 
sanitizer use. If you have gel 
nails and use a hand sanitiz-
er and/or alcohol wipes, be 
sure to wash hands after use. 
This will remove excess alco-
hol, so it does not eat away at 
the gel. The gel manicures I 
do typically last three to four 
weeks when proper care is 
taken.

Make an appointment with CaSa-
ndra today and give yourself the 
gift of beautiful nails! Please call 
The Ranch’s reception desk at (352) 
861-8180 to schedule service.
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Go Fly a 
Kite
By Ray Cech 
World News Writer

This is the time of year when 
breezes blow stronger and the sun 
grows warmer. A perfect time to go 
fly a kite.

On Monday, Feb. 8, in keeping 
with National Kite Flying Day, Sho-
lom Park hosted, “Go Fly a Kite.” 
The breeze was perfect for lift-
off. Colorful kites fluttered along 
the ground, and then, at the urg-
ing of their pilots, decided that it 
would be a good idea to leave the 
ground and take to the air. Long 
tails flowed behind, giving them 
stability and adding to their aero-
dynamics. It was fun to watch and 
reminded this writer of his younger 
days flying a homemade kite on the 
great lawn in New York’s Central 
Park.

Avalon resident Janet Voyle was 
there with her colorful kite which 
she often flies in a field behind her 
house. She bought it online a few 
months ago and told us, “It’s been 
a perfect diversion, and great fun,” 
she said, “particularly during these 
stay-at-home times.”

The exact date of the origins of 
kite flying is not known. However, 
legend has it that more than 2,000 
years ago, when a Chinese farmer 
tied his hat to a string to keep it 
from blowing away, kite flying was 
born. Sounds reasonable!  

“Throw your dreams into space 
like a kite, and you do not know 
what it will bring back; a new life, 
a new friend, maybe a new love ...” 
– Anais Nin.

Photo by Ray Cech
Janet Voyle flying her kite at Sholom Park.

Every Saturday, at 9 a.m. the 
Computer Club meets for an hour 
via Zoom to answer both PC and 
Apple related questions regarding 
software and hardware. Our otow-
pcclub.org website will give lots of 

Photo by Tom Filip
Connie Filip exclaims, “Who says you can’t teach an old dog new tricks?”

There’s Something for  
Everyone
By Chris Kilbride

great information about our group. 
This month we feature Connie 

Filip who joined our club last year. 
She enjoys our meetings while 
noshing on breakfast and coffee 
while she learns something new. 

A friend told her once that if you 
learn one new thing in a class, then 
it’s worth attending. How true!

She says she learns many new 
tips related to computers or phones 
each Saturday. Recently, there have 
been informative sessions on con-
verting old photos for digital stor-
age. There’s something here for ev-
eryone, including the best websites 
to use if you want to turn that task 
over to the pros!

She and her husband Tom came 
here 11 years ago from Pasadena, 

Maryland. They were thinking 
they’d be snowbirds but fell in love 
with our community and only went 
back to put their home on the mar-
ket.

Some of their favorite activities 
in past years have been socializing 
and dancing at Happy Hour as well 
as line dancing. You may also re-
member seeing her in The New Pre-
tenders. She picked up the guitar, 
wore her shades and had fun every 
moment on stage!

These days, photography is one 
of the passions Connie shares 
here in a ShutterBugs column each 
month. She especially loves to take 
a photo that makes you smile or 
evokes an emotion. Our communi-
ty voted twice to give her the Shut-
terBugs’ annual People’s Choice 
award. Her current project has 
been using Photoshop to repair and 
colorize old family photos.

In another life, computers played 
a key role in her career as a Social 
Security Administration employ-
ee. She taught herself how to use 
WordPerfect to create her resume 
on her supervisor’s desktop during 
lunch hours. It assisted her promo-
tion to a system analyst informa-
tion technology position in head-
quarters. This job involved liaison 
work between the programmers 
and the users of their program.

With an early retirement from 
computers, she followed her 
dream, obtaining a master’s degree 
in acupuncture. Talk about a career 
move in the opposite direction! 

Twenty years before, Connie dis-
covered acupuncture after an acci-
dent, and now she wanted to pass 
that healing opportunity on to oth-
ers, as she continues to enjoy the 
benefits of self-healing through 
meditation, Reiki and Qi Gong.

All residents are welcome to 
join our club, with $10 individual 
yearly dues or $15 per couple. 
The Contact page on otowpcclub.
org or email otowpcclub@gmail.
com will get you in touch with us. 

Each Thursday, from 9 to 10 
a.m., we offer free online one-on-
one instruction or in-person help 
sessions in the Hobby Building. 
Members may discuss their PC or 
Apple computer, smartphone or 
device issues.

On Saturdays, March 6 and 13, 
Connie will be presenting photog-
raphy hints and tips for our smart-
phone!
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Bill Shampine

World Traveler

Last month, I wrote about the 
Lascaux Caves in France. While 
surfing the internet last week, I ac-
cidently learned about another set 
of caves that I think are equally fas-
cinating. Today, I am going to write 
about the Mogao Caves of Dun-
huang, China. 

Dunhuang, was a bustling cul-
tural and religious center for cen-
turies because of its location on the 
famous Silk Road, the trade route 
that linked China, Central Asia, and 
Europe. According to legend, in 
386, a monk named Yuezun had a 
vision of a thousand radiant Bud-
dhas appearing on a cliff face lo-
cated about 16 miles southwest of 
the village. 

The vision inspired him to begin 
carving and decorating caves into 
the face of this cliff in order for 
them to serve as places of Buddhist 
meditation and worship. Other 
Buddhist monks and many wealthy 
families joined in his obsession 
and, over the centuries, carved out 
500 more caves until the Silk Road 
finally fell into disuse in the 1400s. 
With few people in the area, the 
site effectively disappeared as the 
cave entrances were slowly covered 
by windblown sand from the Gobi 
Desert.

In 1890, a Daoist monk named 
Wang Yuanly appointed himself 
guardian of the caves. In 1900, he 
discovered a huge cache of manu-
scripts and other items that were 
walled up inside one of the caves. 
This cave within a cave contained 
more than 50,000 ancient manu-
scripts, silk banners and paintings, 
fine silk embroideries, and other 
rare textiles; all dating from be-
fore 1002, when this sub-cave and 
its contents apparently were con-
cealed. The documents, written in 
multiple languages, including Chi-
nese, Sanskrit, Tibetan, Old Turk-
ish, and Hebrew, offer a vivid pic-
ture of life in medieval China. The 
documents included accounting 
ledgers, contracts, medical texts, 
dictionaries, discussions of religion 
and philosophy, and even descrip-
tions of music, dance, and games. 
Many scholars believe this incred-

Photo by Zhang Weihen
A painted sculpture of a Tathagata Buddha and wall murals in Mogao Cave number 254, 
created near the village of Dunhuang, China, sometime between 386 and 534.
ible library cave is a discovery as 
important as those of the tomb of 
Tutankhamen and the Dead Sea 
Scrolls.

After the discovery of the Li-
brary Cave in 1900, Wang took a 
few manuscripts to show various 
local officials, but none of them 
showed much interest. In 1904, 
the regional governor ordered him 
to reseal the cave because he was 
concerned about the potential cost 
of transporting the contents of the 
cave. 

In 1907, Wang, a Daoist monk, 
decided to profit a bit from his dis-
covery, and began to sell off thou-

sands of the manuscripts, primarily 
to two British and French archeolo-
gists. Auriel Stein, from England, 
bought about 7,000 complete man-
uscripts and 6,000 fragments for 
what would be about $4,900 today. 
Paul Pelliot, from France, bought 
almost 10,000 documents for what 
would be about $3,400 today. Chi-
nese scholars in Beijing learned 
about the sales and, after seeing 
samples of the documents, finally 
recognized the value of these trea-
sures. The government immedi-
ately stopped the sales and most of 
the remaining Chinese manuscripts 
were taken to Beijing in 1910.

One of the most serious dangers 
for survival of the caves came with 
the Cultural Revolution in 1966, 
when Chairman Mao’s regime laid 
waste to Buddhist temples, cultur-
al artifacts, and foreign emblems 
throughout China. At that time, a 
group of 48 scholars were studying 
the site and doing their best to pre-
serve it. The staff had its internal 
conflicts, but they all agreed that 
the caves must be saved, so they 
nailed shut all of the gates to the 
caves. Somehow, it worked, and the 
caves were saved.
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Nancy Meininger

Michigan Club

Gail Morris

Lions Club

The pavilion (near the softball 
field) will host a wee bit of shenani-
gans Sunday, March 7, at 4:30 p.m. 
Dust off your tall green hats and 
pointed shoes, and plan to have 
some fun. That’s a promise, no 
blarney!

We will have a joke-a-thon (bring 
a corny joke on an index card) for 
a round of laughs and a treat plus 
a 50/50, so bring your purse to win 
the pot of gold …

Photo by Kathy Becker
Leprechauns Clare and Paul Pardee.

“May your heart be light and 
happy, may your smile be big and 
wide, and may your pockets always 
have a coin or two inside!” – old 
Irish proverb.

Publix is making and wrapping 
some corned beef sliders which we 
will be serving along with a bag of 
potato chips and cookies for $5. 
Bring your own beverage of choice 
(green beer is okay). Must have a 
count for this today – March 4. Call 
Nancy Meininger and reserve your 
spot at (352) 342-9757.

Please bring your face masks, 
comfortable lawn chairs and plan 
to sit socially distanced at this 
event. 

The Lions Club celebrated Febru-
ary, the month of hearts and dis-
plays of affection, by showing some 
love to our first responders. We 
provided all three shifts of Friend-
ship Station 21 and the Marion 
County Sheriff’s Office substation 
with baskets of goodies; specifical-
ly the grab and go type of snacks 
and beverages for those dedicated 
personnel helping our community 
24/7. Charmaine “Charlie” Hassett 
is an artful basket maker, and she 
went all out for our first respond-
ers.

The Lions Club offers a great big 
thank you to Dot Porter of Indigo 
East. She selected the Lions Club 
for a donation of a pair of OneSight 
glasses which help adults with 
macular degeneration gain some 
vision. Thank you, Dot, for helping 
us serve the community and being 
aware of the Lions’ commitment to 
improving vision across the globe. 

Our club has a quarterly dona-
tion allocation to the following: 
Florida Lions Foundation, North 
Florida Hearing Aid Bank, Florida 
Center for the Blind, North Florida 

Accepting Valentine’s Day baskets Lt. Robbins from Marion 
County Sheriff’s Office, Tracey Hodge, Gail Morris and 
Moses Morris.

Eye Bank, Southern Eastern Guide 
Dogs, Interfaith Ministries, and the 
Lions Club International; and we 
were able to meet that commitment 
this quarter. 

We are hopeful we will be able 
to continue these donations as so 
many organizations are struggling 
during this time. In an effort to do 
that members are planning a raffle, 
which will include 18 holes of golf 
for four players and dinner at a lo-
cal restaurant. The date of ticket 
sales will be announced shortly.

In our local community, if you 
know of someone who is struggling 
financially and is in need of an eye 
exam or glasses, please contact our 
Lions Club. We have an application 
process to provide for such servic-
es.

The Lions Club is growing, 
slowly, one member at a time. We 
are here to serve and are welcom-
ing anyone in our community who 
wants to participate. Our meet-
ings are a combination of Zoom 
and in person at the Arbor Confer-
ence Center Event Room with face 
masks and social distancing, the 
second and fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 5 p.m. 

Anyone interested, come check 
out our club. Further information 
can be obtained by contacting Es-
telle Michelson, our membership 
chair, at (352) 861-7358.
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The year was 1969 and the public 
relations firm of Levinson & Ross 
was slowly growing in prominence 
in the music world. However, that 
was about to change as a result of a 
song called, “Okie From Muskogee.” 
The artist was a relatively popular 
country singer/songwriter named 
Merle Haggard, and the song, a pro 
Vietnam War anthem, ricocheted 
around the country like a bullet in 
a rubber room. Every radio station, 
playing every genre of popular mu-
sic, jumped on the proverbial band-
wagon, and within weeks the song 
became a giant #1 hit.

The name Merle Haggard was 
now on the lips of every music fan 
in America.

So, what does that have to do 
with Levinson & Ross? Well. We had 
a contract with Capitol Records to 
publicize six music artists a month 
and that month Merle Haggard was 
one of the six. After meeting with 
Capitol, I immediately jumped in 
my car and headed for Bakersfield, 
California, Merle’s home.

In the ‘60s, Bakersfield was not 
an extremely popular stopover un-
less you were into farming or ranch-
ing and even then, you never stayed 
very long. Merle had a small office 
with three employees, including his 
manager, a man named Talley. 

The first thing you noticed were 
five guitars lined up (Merle favored 
a Fender Telecaster), and when we 
shook hands, I seemed to tower 
over his five-foot, nine-inch frame. 
He was a shy man, soft spoken and 
for the life of him could not un-
derstand all the fuss over a simple 
song. 

He had a couple of #1 coun-

On the Road with  
a Country Superstar
By Alvin S. Ross

try hits but nothing with the en-
ergy, controversy and popularity 
of “Okie.” The song literally pitted 
the pro- and anti-Vietnam War an-
tagonists against one another and, 
in some cases, riots broke out in 
stores selling the record. Mean-
while, all the newspapers, maga-
zines (both foreign and domestic), 
radio and TV stations were clamor-
ing to interview Merle. And I, with 
the biggest grin you ever saw, was 
happy to oblige them.

Merle continued touring and 
I spent many a night on his bus 
sipping beer with his band, “The 
Strangers.”

He was open about his time in 
prison and how a Johnny Cash con-
cert at San Quentin changed his life 
and started him on the road to his 
own music career.

A few years later Merle appeared 
on a Cash TV show and told him 
how much he enjoyed that prison 
show. Johnny said, “I don’t remem-
ber you being on that show.” Merle 
responded, “I wasn’t on the show, 
I was in the audience.” For six 
straight months we did interviews, 
TV and radio guest appearances 
and any other outlet that would 
play or write about Merle and his 
music.

I was able to book Merle on The 
Ed Sullivan Show, the most popu-
lar TV show on the air at that time 
and off we went to New York. In the 
theater he was treated like royalty 
and as we waited for his time to 
perform, I noticed how nervous he 
was. The talent coordinator, Vince 
Calandra, came into the room and 
asked Merle, “Are you ready for the 
20 million people watching?” Big 
mistake! He panicked, left the the-
ater and his performance was can-
celled. About two years later he did 
appear on the show and eventually 
apologized to me.

During an interview, a journalist 
asked me how I would characterize 
Merle. I said, “He was the poet of 
the working man.” This description 
of Merle stayed with him through-
out his entire career. His songs 
were simple, sincere and thought-
ful, with lyrics that went straight to 
your heart and soul. 

During his career, Merle achieved 
a Time Magazine cover; over 40 #1 
hits; over 20 million albums sold; 
Grammy awards as well as CMA 
and ACM; election to the Country 
Music and Songwriters Halls of 
Fame, and in 2010 he received the 
Kennedy Center Award for musical 
achievement.

I spent over five years with Merle 
both as a client but more important 
as a friend. I think he was fascinat-
ed by the fact that a street kid from 
Brooklyn, New York, was a die-hard 
country music fan.

Please do yourself a favor and 
pick up his greatest hits album. I 
promise you will not regret it. 

In honor of my friend, Merle.

Country music superstar – Merle Haggard.
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Peter Parisi

Genealogy
Society

David Wesenberg

Toastmasters – 
Talk of the World

Shane Bobson
info@mybridgenet.com

Tech Tips

Getting the Most from Your 
Internet

What does this mean? We’ve 
grown a lot from our days of dial-
up internet and an America Online 
disk with limited hours of usage 
time. 

Today we have speeds (band-
width) that allow us to engage in 
many forms of entertainment and 
social media. We tend to take the 
internet for granted like water and 
electricity; it’s just always there 
wherever we go. But unlike those 
other utilities there can be many 
factors that may impact your expe-
rience with your service.

Wi-Fi and you! A big misconcep-
tion is that your Wi-Fi and internet 
are the same. They are not. Wi-Fi is 
just a technology that bridges the 
communication between your de-
vices like your computer to your 
printer; or smartphone to your 
television, if you’re screen-sharing. 
This is usually handled by a wire-
less Wi-Fi router. 

Your internet service provider 
will supply you with the equipment 
necessary to access the internet it-
self. This is usually a modem which 
tends to have a single ethernet port 
for your computer or wireless rout-
er to connect to. A lot of internet 
service providers will supply an all-
in-one unit that may handle both 
tasks. Connecting to your internet 
is preferably done via an ethernet 
cable because the signal is one-to-
one, and it’s shielded from interfer-

ence. 
With a W-Fi connection there are 

a lot of environmental and equip-
ment factors involved. Interference 
is a big factor for quality of ser-
vice, things like walls, and what’s 
in them affects the quality of the 
device’s internal Wi-Fi antenna. 
Also, electromagnetic fields like re-
frigerator compressors or running 
microwaves. 

A lot of people are still using 
older or outdated router standards 
as well. 2020 saw the Wi-Fi nam-
ing standards renamed to an easier 
number system such as the current 
standard “Wi-Fi 6”. But a lot of peo-
ple are still using the Wi-Fi 4 stan-
dard from four to six years ago or 
computers that were built around 
the same time are not allowing 
them to take advantage of the new 
technology. Limiting the maximum 
amount of Mbps the device can uti-
lize. Devices like extenders, Wi-Fi 
repeaters, and Wi-Fi boosters can 
help supplement signals to reach 
more parts of the home or carry 
more data to/from those parts of 
the home.

It can’t be me! Au contraire! The 
data coming to your home (band-
width) is shared across all devices 
in your home. So, if a device is be-
ing greedy, you’ll see it affect your 
whole home network. Examples of 
what may make a device use a lot of 
bandwidth can be a lot of tabs open 
in the background in a browser on 
your computer or mobile device, a 
device pulling a big update, a faulty 
program/app, or a virus/malware. 
Be sure to run routine maintenance 
on your devices and close any apps 
you’re not using or shut down a de-
vice while not in use. 

On Monday, Jan. 18, Donna Cun-
ningham, our education coordina-
tor, gave a presentation on “Church 
Records and “How to Find Them 
in Your Genealogical Research” via 
Zoom.

According to Donna, church re-
cords predate most civil records, 
with the exception of land owner-
ship records. Church records can 
indicate family units and may also 
list your female ancestor’s maiden 
name. In Europe and during Co-
lonial times in the United States, 
residents were required to attend 
government supported churches. 
Which church did your ancestor 
belong to where they lived? In ru-
ral areas and on the frontier, there 
may have been only one church in 
the area. All vital records may have 
been kept at one church in the area 
regardless of faith. 

What type of records might you 
find? Birth, baptism, confirmation, 
banns of marriage, marriage re-
cords and death records. From the 
records of these churches, you may 
find your ancestors, their friends, 
associates, neighbors and sponsors 
of religious ceremonies. You may 
also find Sunday school attendance 
records and membership in church 
auxiliaries, church and town asso-
ciations, pew rentals/assignments 
and church tithes. You could be 
dismissed from the church if you 
did not live up to the rules of that 
church, so the records might also 
include that a person was dismissed 
for infidelity in the marriage.

To find the church of your ances-
tor, look at historical maps, city di-
rectories from the late 1800s to the 
1900s, and military records which 
could list their preferred religion. 
In newspapers, look at marriage 

licenses, wedding announcements 
and obituaries.

Depending on the religious de-
nomination to which your ancestor 
belonged, church records could be 
held by the local parish church or 
could be kept at a nearby college/
university library, state historical 
or genealogical societies, local/
state government archives, or at 
the Family History Center in Salt 
Lake City, Utah. If not, visit world-
cat.org.

Records kept by synagogues var-
ied from place to place. If available, 
they could include birth, circumci-
sion, bar mitzvah and bat mitzvah, 
marriage and death records. Check 
with local and state synagogues. 
Also visit familysearch.org/wiki/
en/Jewish_synagogue_Records and 
familytreemagazine.com/heritage/
jewish/tracing-jewish-ancestors-
guide/. 

To see more in-depth informa-
tion on our speaker presentations, 
contact Wilma Kelly at otowgens@
gmail.com to join our club. Dues 
are $20 per year for an individual 
and $35 for a couple. 

All of the following meetings 
take place at 10 a.m. Members will 
be notified by email from our club 
president, Paul Belter, on how to 
access the Zoom meetings. 

On Monday, March 8, we will 
hold a board meeting of the officers 
and appointed committee chairper-
sons, followed by an open geneal-
ogy discussion by the membership 
on genealogy issues or discoveries 
they have learned. 

On Monday, March 15, Gena 
Philibert-Ortega will give an educa-
tional presentation on “10 Reasons 
Why You Can’t Find Your Ances-
tor.” We face brick walls in our re-
search for a variety of reasons. She 
will explore 10 of those reasons 
and how you can overcome them. 

Visit us at otowgens.shutterfly.
com.

This month, we will meet via 
Zoom at 8:30 a.m. Wednesdays, 
March 10 and 24. Our theme is 
“Let’s Dance.” We have some pretty 
exciting and interesting speeches 
that are worth seeing and listening 
to. 

The club is sending yours truly 
to the Area Speech and Evalua-
tion Contest. For the International 
Speech Contest, I will be speaking 
on “The Common Man.” For the 
Humorous Speech Contest, the 
subject will be “I Love Science.” The 
Evaluation Contest will have three 
competitors evaluating a speech 
specifically delivered to be evaluat-
ed during the contest. We wish the 
competitors in all three contests 
the best of luck.

This last month our newest 
member delivered his ice breaker 
speech. The ice breaker is basically 
a personal self-introduction of a 
member to the club. It is one of the 
most enjoyable aspects of member-
ship to hear new people and learn 
from their experience.

If you would like to join us via 
Zoom to see and hear some won-
derful speeches, contact David 
Wesenberg at dpw@mastersoftwa-
reinc.com or (217) 280-4454 for in-
structions to join the meeting.

Men and women join Toastmas-
ters for a variety of reasons. Yours 
truly joined to improve the quality 
of technical leadership and com-
munication as physicist, software 
engineer and consultant. Another 
member joined so he could speak 

with confidence at his garden club. 
Some may just want to know more 
about how to successfully run a 
club or group where they have be-
come officers.

Many of our members have al-
ready had successful careers and 
accomplishments and love the fel-
lowship and chance to talk about 
their lives and what they have 
learned in life. 

Do you want to share your ex-
periences and learning with oth-
ers? Do you want to learn from the 
experiences of others? Join us on 
second and fourth Wednesdays of 
each month at 8:30 a.m. and share.

HANDICAP EQUIPMENT
Handicap equipment is loaned free to 

residents during their convalescent term 
– walkers, crutches, canes or wheelchairs. 
For more information, call the Recreation 

Center	at	(352)	854-8707.
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Ron Broman

Native Plant  
Group

Paula Gajewski

SPCA of  
Marion County

Daisy and Duke need rehoming. 
This gentle pair were part of the 
first set of kittens I started with 
back in 2016. They were adopted 
together and have enjoyed life here 
in On Top of the World. They have 
been together all of their young 
lives and we would like to see them 
stay together in their new home. 
They are almost five years old, not 
overly large kitties, well-mannered, 
playful, and affectionate. Call (413) 
237-1922 and ask for Donna or 
Tom to set up an appointment to 
meet them.

We advertise available pets for 
adoption and accept donations at 
the Circle Square Commons Farm-
ers Market on Thursdays and the 
craft show on Tuesday mornings 
in the Recreation Center. When the 
weather is warmer, pets will join us 
at the Farmers Market table.   Stop 
by and say hi!  All your donations 
are very appreciated!

You may also visit us at www.
spcaofmarioncounty.weebly.com 
or follow us on Facebook (Marion 
County FL SPCA).

Most certainly you do recall this 
photo! No? Awww, come on. Sure, 
you do. She/he appeared in this 
column in April 2018; one of Flori-
da’s most lovely trees. Living on the 
edge of different habitats actually 
gives her/his name away. (We say 
his or her because flowers all func-
tion as either male or female.) 

Those large and showy blooms 
appear in the early spring just as 
the leaves begin to develop. 

This tree is known by several 
rather “colorful” names in addition 

Photo by Ron Broman
Where in the world grows this spectacular tree?

to her/his botanical one. She/he 
was often used by our early settlers 
as an ornamental; and the practice 
has continued in many rural set-
tings to this day. 

She/he is considered a shrub 
or small tree, perfect for the right 
spot in a yard. There are at least 
two specimens in our community. 
In my opinion we could use many 
more of these petite trees. They do 
well in our sandhill soil conditions; 
as they also thrive in areas of more 
moisture, such as edges of reten-
tion ponds. 

Spring is almost upon us. Again, 
in my “biased” opinion, it would 
be wonderful to view her/his spec-
tacular clusters of white blossoms 
among the pines and oaks of On 
Top of the World. 

So, it’s again time to have a look 
around this “world” for at least 
one of these beauties. When you 
feel you have him/her located, let 
us know by calling (352) 861-4560. 
You might enjoy researching her/
his name(s), as well. A Florida na-
tive is yours if you are “spot on.”

By the way, Florida’s tree was 
a red maple, Acer rubrum, native 

from Maine all the way down to the 
Tamiami Trail. 

Come join with the members of 
our Native Plant Group, masked 
and distanced, as we continue to 
maintain our projects. Call the 
above number for particulars. 

It truly is a hoot to grow native! 
And great for our world!

Photos by Donna Rosatti
Daisy (top) and Duke.

GOT TRASH?
Please put all trash in compactor.
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Nancy Meininger

The Jewish Club

“Remembering Passovers Past” 
is the theme for the Sunday, March 
21, meeting of the Jewish Club. The 
event will be held, weather permit-
ting, at the pavilion (near the soft-
ball field) at 1 p.m. 

Please bring your comfortable 
lawn chairs, snacks and a bever-
age of your choice. Wear your face 
masks and sit comfortably socially 
distanced from your friends and 
neighbors. It is a time to enjoy, re-
lax, listen and learn.

Our speaker is Herb Katz, a 
neighbor and member of Temple 
Beth Shalom, the temple which will 
soon be relocating to the Tree of 
Life Sanctuary on SW 80th Avenue 
across from Stone Creek.

Herb will be speaking about Pass-
over traditions around the world. 
A teacher and Hebrew coach, Herb 
is an interesting speaker who will 
provide a colorful presentation. He 
promises to include his best recol-
lection of his own early seders as 
well as the experiences of others. 

Please join us for this unique 
Jewish holiday event.

On Sunday, April 18, the club 
welcomes Pat Gabriel, SR 200 Coali-
tion president, as guest speaker to 
address development across Ocala 
and in particular in areas surround-
ing On Top of the World. We look 
forward to Pat’s insights on the im-
pact to our daily lives.

For information on the club or to 
share ideas, see our new Facebook 
page (New Jewish Club of OTOW) or 
call Nancy Meininger at (352) 342-
9757.

Photo by Charlie Calhoun
Jewish Club members gather 
at the January planning 
meeting to meet new officers 
and offer program ideas.

REPLACEMENT CAR DECALS
Resident Services

8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday
Bring your car, resident I.D.,  
auto	registration	and	$10.
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Sandi Dickerson

SWANS

Pat Jocelyn

Active Singles

Oh, how we love March in Central 
Florida. The average daytime tem-
perature is 78 degrees with the sun 
warm on our backs and the breeze 
light and aromatic. We open our 
windows and doors and let Mother 
Nature freshen our homes with the 
sweet smell of newly laid mulch, 
recently mowed lawns and freshly 
budded trees and flowers.

This time of year, we enjoy 
spending as many hours outside as 
possible. We often meet others by 
attending Active Singles Club activ-
ities including cornhole, hiking at a 
state park or playing golf. 

Although we may be temporar-
ily limited in our activity choices 
and the ability to meet new friends, 
let’s get to know several of our club 
members a little better!

Meet Linda McGowen. The Cres-
cent Ridge resident moved here in 
July 2020 to enjoy what Central 
Florida has to offer. Originally, the 
retired medical para-legal consid-

ered other locations but decided 
On Top of the World was the best 
fit for her.

Linda enjoys attending festivals, 
fairs, musical performances and 
other outside venues. The mother 
of five also looks forward to par-
ticipating in longer travel adven-
tures. Yoga, golf, gardening and 
line dancing (a new activity) round 
out Linda’s list of enjoyable under-
takings. 

Hailing from Lake of the Ozarks, 
Missouri and the Chicago area, 
Linda is anticipating meeting other 
singles to share in the many pur-
suits that are in store for her here 
in bountiful Central Florida.

Some of you may know this sec-
ond Active Singles member. Meet 
Barry McCarthy. The Friendship 
Village resident first discovered On 
Top of the World when he was visit-
ing his daughter near Destin, Flori-
da. He never looked back. Looking 
for a way to meet new friends, the 
New Jersey native was one of the 
first to sign up when the Active Sin-
gles Club started a few years ago. 

Those who have met Barry know 
his contagious dry sense of humor 
and friendly manner guarantee a 
good time when he shows up at 

a gathering or dance. Barry looks 
forward to the return of one of his 
favorite activities – Friday Happy 
Hour. Barry has been playing golf 
since the 70’s and recently started 
participating in archery. 

What you may not know about 
Barry is he joined the U.S. Navy in 
1956 working as an aviation electri-
cian. His unique skills provided him 
the opportunity to travel to many 
exotic locations including Bangkok, 
Japan, Quam, and Singapore.

Like Linda and Barry, we all look 
forward to resuming the many ac-

tivities we’ve enjoyed in the past; 
but until then, remember, “we may 
be single, but we are not alone.”

The Active Singles Club board of 
directors would like to remind the 
membership that our Meet-up ac-
count will expire Tuesday, March 
30. Please join us on Facebook by 
searching – OTOW Active Singles 
Club. For more information about 
our club, including joining the club, 
contact us at activesinglesotow@
outlook.com or visit us at otowac-
tivesinglesclub.com.

 

January went by us in a flash! 
Keeping busy, but safe certainly 
helps! The two January luncheons 
at the Salted Brick were very nice. 
The food was excellent, and the 
service was very good. Lois Nix 
and Sally Herrick hosted these lun-
cheons, and a good time was had 
by all. Several new members at-
tended, and we enjoyed getting 
to know them. Welcome ladies! 
On Saturday, Feb. 27, we visited 
Happy Tails Ranch in Williston, 
Florida. This is the home of several 
elephants. Some of us rode one of 
the elephants! It was a fun outing 
as most of us have never been on 
an elephant before! There is also an 
elephant there that paints pictures. 
While there, we were able to eat at 
one of our favorite restaurants, The 
Ivy House. Their fried green toma-
toes are always a hit. Thanks, Carol 
for setting this trip up! We appre-
ciate your work on our behalf and 
your choice of interesting venues!

In February, we went to lunch at 
Oliver’s. We’ll report on this outing 
in the next issue of the World News. 

There is renewed interest in the 
two books we have been circulat-
ing among the SWANS, “From Hell 
to Marion County” and “Where 
the Crawdads Sing.” Lois has also 
started circulating a set of books 
by Jean Grainger concerning World 
War II and the Jews who immigrat-
ed to Ireland. There are four books 
in this set, the first one being “The 
Star and the Shamrock.” The first 
book has gotten rave reviews from 

everyone who has read it! These are 
best read in order so contact Lois if 
you are interested. 

Carol Trexler also has two sets of 
Harlequin books that she is willing 
to share. These were written by our 
very own Cynthia Thomason. Con-
tact Carol if you would like to bor-
row these.

We are excited about having 
our March meeting when we will 
set up new appetizer- and dinner-
in groups. We will also begin our 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner-out 
groups for each month. 

Our annual trips to Daytona 
Beach Shores in May and November 
have been set up. 

Our members continue to net-
work and support each other while 
being careful to wear our masks 
and sanitize our hands!  Keep it 
up! Safety precautions, masks, and 
sanitizing hands will be with us for 
a while longer, but SWANS continue 
to keep busy and safe.

You may join the SWANS at 
any time. We always welcome new 
ideas. Our motto is “SWANS are 
never alone!”  Stay healthy and be 
smart about your activities! If you 
are interested in joining us, please 
contact Lois Nix for more informa-
tion.

Elaine Morrison

What’s Cookin’

We are a family of epicurean war-
riors, always willing and happy to 
plunge into a culinary adventure 
in hope of reaping some great re-
ward. We also enjoy sharing our 
newfound booty and I am sharing 
with you a recently received trea-
sure, which I am certain you too 
will prize.

Artichoke Pie
1 9” unbaked pie crust
2 cans artichoke hearts, drained
1 clove garlic, minced
1 tablespoon olive oil
1/2 cup parmesan cheese, divided
1/2 cup seasoned breadcrumbs
3 eggs, beaten
1 8-ounce package shredded moz-

zarella cheese
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. 

Drain the artichokes and cut in half. 
Sauté the garlic in the olive oil, until 
almost brown, then add in the ar-
tichokes and cook for 10 minutes. 
Add the breadcrumbs and half  of  
the parmesan cheese until com-
bined, then pour into the pie crust.

Beat the eggs, add the remaining 
parmesan cheese and pour into the 
pie crust mixture. Top with the moz-
zarella cheese.

Bake for 45 minutes, or until the 
top is nicely browned.

GOING OUT OF TOWN?
View or download a PDF  

of the World News at  
ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala.
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Anne Parker

Travel Toppers

Travel Toppers is proud to cel-
ebrate 30 years of service by vol-
unteers who have arranged many 
trips for residents and guests.  
During this time, Travel Toppers 
has arranged day trips to destina-
tions such as Tampa, Orlando and 
Mount Dora, overnight trips to Cal-
laway Gardens, and cruises at the 
best possible cost to our residents. 
Please visit traveltopperstours.com 
for updated information regarding 
upcoming trips. 

Please note that all tickets pur-
chased are nonrefundable unless 
there is a wait list.  Please call the 
contact person to book a trip be-
tween the hours of 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

We are excited to tell you about a 
great cruise Travel Toppers is plan-
ning Oct. 31 through Nov. 7, on the 
Royal Caribbean Allure of the Seas 
leaving from Port Canaveral, Flori-
da.  The ports of call will be Phil-
ipsburg, St. Maarten and Royal Ca-
ribbean’s private island, Coco-Cay.  
Interior cabins are from $1,295 
per person.  Ocean view cabins 
are from $1,425 per person; ocean 
view balcony cabins and boardwalk 
balcony cabins are from $1,545 per 
person.  Central park balcony cab-

ins are from $1,465 per person.  All 
of these rates include the cruise, all 
taxes, fees, shipboard gratuities, 
roundtrip motor coach transpor-
tation and travel protection insur-
ance. Third and fourth passenger 
rates are available upon request.  A 
$500 per cabin deposit will be re-
quired to hold your cabin, and the 
final payment will be due Monday, 
Aug. 2.  Call Linda Hein at (352) 
861-9880 to reserve your space.

The trip to the Mango Dinner 
Theater will be rescheduled to later 
this year.

The Father’s Day trip to Sanford, 
Florida to enjoy a three-hour cruise 
down the St. Johns River on the 
Barbara Lee will occur Sunday, June 
20.  A delicious meal will be pre-

pared fresh onboard and served at 
your table.  Meal selections, price, 
contact information, and other per-
tinent data will be posted in a fu-
ture column.

We are working on a 13-day De-
nali Explorer cruise and tour.  The 
six-day land tour includes Fair-
banks, Denali Lodge, and McKinley 
Lodge.  The seven-day cruise be-
gins in Whittier with visits to Hub-
bard Glacier, Glacier Bay National 
Park, Skagway, Juneau, Ketchikan, 
and ending with a two-day tour of 
Vancouver.  The departure date will 
be May 22, 2022.  Stay tuned for fu-
ture information as we finalize the 
details. 

Remember these trips are open 
only to residents and their guests.

Kathy Cornell

Texas Connection  
Social Club

Scandinavian American Club

Ginny Nardone

Dish up some country from Mi-
randa Lambert, Maren Morris, and 
The Highwomen, and mix in R&B 
from Beyoncé with a dash of rock-
ers ZZ Top, jazz singer Norah Jones, 
psychedelic soul band Black Pumas, 
rappers Megan Thee Stallion and 
Post Malone. What’s cookin’? It’s a 
list of 2021 Grammy nominees who 
have a Texas connection and might 
join previous Texan winners; some 
who might have been from your 
preferred genre.

Past favorites could be folk sing-
er Woody Guthrie for “This Land is 
Your Land” or instrumentalist Ma-
son Williams for “Classical Gas.” 

How about bluegrass winners Steve 
Martin (yes, the comedian) and his 
partner Edie Brickell? Maybe it’s 
pianist Van Cliburn, blues singers 
Stevie Ray Vaughan or Johnny Win-
ter, a Capella group Pentatonix or 
polka group Brave Combo.  Gary 
Morris’ musical cast album for “Les 
Miserables” might be your thing. 
Latin music lovers can listen to Vik-
ki Carr, Freddy Fender and Selena. 
Michael Nesmith (yes, former Mon-
kee) has a win for music video.

We slow danced as pop artist 
Johnny Mathis crooned “Chances 
Are” and celebrated Kelly Clark-
son’s success as first American Idol 
and later as Grammy winner. “Rain-
drops Keep Falling on My Head” 
made B.J. Thomas famous for the 
movie “Butch Cassidy and The Sun-
dance Kid.” For R&B, Beyoncé is 
joined by Destiny’s Child, Lizzo, 
Boz Scaggs, Usher and Jamie Foxx 

(yes, the Oscar winner.)
“That’ll Be the Day” we forget 

rocker Buddy Holly or that Meat 
Loaf would do anything for love. 
The Eagle’s Don Henley is a favor-
ite. And getting jiggy to “Wooly 
Bully” by Sam the Sham and the 
Pharaohs is always a blast. 

Barbara Mandrell was “Country 
When Country Wasn’t Cool” and 
helped make that genre more ac-
ceptable. LeAnn Rimes might be 
“Blue,” but sassy describes Tanya 
Tucker. She might have learned it 
from Jennie C. Riley taking on the 
“Harper Valley PTA.” 

A country breakfast might now 
include his sausage, but long ago 
we sang with Jimmy Dean on “Big 
Bad John.” Remember Roy Orbison 
when watching the movie “Pretty 
Woman?” Buck Owens had a “Ti-
ger by the Tail” and Kenny Rogers 
was “The Gambler.” Kris Kristof-

ferson wants to “Help Me Make It 
Through the Night” but his buddies 
Waylon Jennings and Willie Nelson 
don’t want mamas to let their ba-
bies grow up to be cowboys. “King” 
George Strait is huge in Texas and 
“Dang Me” if we overlook Roger 
Miller. Considered the best country 
song of all time, “He Stopped Lov-
ing Her Today” is a George Jones 
classic.

And last but not least, whether 
Texan or not, we all know and love 
“The Singing Cowboy” Gene Autry 
who brought us the beloved “Ru-
dolph, The Red-Nosed Reindeer.”

These folks all had a recipe for 
success.  Our Texas Connection So-
cial Club is known for serving up 
big portions of fun and fellowship. 
Interested? Contact Kathy Cornell 
at (352) 300-3729, (352) 562-2801 
or kcornell54@cfl.rr.com for more 
information.  

Although we have not been able 
to meet for many months, time does 
move on. March is here and before 
this month ends spring will arrive. 
Our goal these last few months has 
been to find ways to keep the club 
connected while we await in-person 
meetings to resume. Handmade 
holiday cards for members and 
individuals sending personalized 
messages when a club member cel-
ebrates a milestone event, are ex-
amples of how the group tries to 
stay in touch.

Recently vice chair, Linda Pin-
ney began to investigate ways our 
group could gather in a safe, out-
door setting now that the weather 
will be warmer. Linda has found a 
great place in Sholom Park close 
to the parking lot. Save Thursday, 
April 8, to come to the park for a 
brown bagged lunch. This is not a 
regularly scheduled club meeting, 
just a time for our group to con-

nect informally to socialize. Soon 
an email with all the details for the 
gathering will be sent to the club 
membership. Please keep in mind 
we will have helpers on hand to as-
sist those who may need help.

For more information about the 
Scandinavian Club or if your con-
tact information needs to be updat-
ed, please contact Ginny Nardone 
at (352) 304-8619. 

GOOD NEWS TO SHARE?
Email	otownews@otowfl.com	with	your	

idea(s). If approved, a World News writer 
will be assigned.

Only good news about the community, a 
club(s) or a resident(s) will be considered.

®

®

UPCOMING PUBLICATION
April Issue

Thursday,	April	1,	2021

®

®
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NESSO Sofa
Loveseat: $379

STONELEIGH Sofa
Loveseat: $479

POSITANO Reclining Sofa
Reclining Console: $999

$499
WAS $699

$399
WAS $549

$999
WAS $1399

Also available in Black

PARTY TIME Power Reclining Sofa with Headrest
Power Reclining Console: $1279

$1299
WAS $1649

Save  $350
$28

starting at

PER MO*

Leather
Match

$9
starting at

PER MO*

$21
starting at

PER MO*

$11
starting at

PER MO*

Save  $400 Save  $200 Save  $150

10AM — 6PM

	*Payments	shown	based	on	48	month	financing	estimates.	Your	payments	may	vary	based	on	your	credit	approval.	See	associate	for	details.	Prior	sales	not	included.	Due	to	early	advertising	deadlines,	some	items	may	be	sold	or	out	of	stock.	See	or	 
			call	store	for	details	on	total	delivery	area.	Delivery	is	additional.	Product	photos	are	for	illustration	only,	actual	product	may	not	be	as	pictured.	Not	responsible	for	typographical	errors.

storewide
SALESpringup to  60 MONTHS

FINANCING
SEE ASSOCIATE FOR DETAILS

MON-SAT 10AM- 6PM
SUNDAY 12PM-5PM

Jim Shuman

Moonstruck
Astronomy Club

The Moonstruck Astronomy 
Club held its monthly meeting 
Thursday, Feb. 11, via Zoom. Club 
president Jim Di Paolo welcomed 
James Albury, coordinator of the 
Kika Silva Pla Planetarium at Santa 
Fe College in Gainesville as the fea-
tured speaker for the meeting. 

Di Paolo told members that Al-
bury got his start by volunteering 
at the Miami Museum of Science 
as a teenager and then completed 
his bachelors and graduate work 
in astronomy at the University of 
Florida before taking a position 
in University’s Office of Academic 
Technology. 

In 2011 he began co-hosting 
“Star Gazers” on PBS, and in 2013 
he was appointed coordinator of 
the planetarium at Santa Fe Col-
lege. In 2020, Albury launched and 
co-hosted “The Sky Above Us,” a bi-
weekly series of short broadcasts 
about astronomy from the college. 
In his presentation, James Albury 
showed how the view of the night 
sky changes in different latitudes 
in the northern and southern hemi-
spheres. He also explained some of 
the stories depicted in the constel-
lations as seen by cultures in dif-
ferent locations on Earth. 

Following his presentation, club 
members had the opportunity to 
ask questions of Albury and his 
work at the planetarium. He con-
cluded his presentation by inviting 
the Moonstruck Astronomy Club 
to attend a special showing at the 
planetarium. Club president Di 
Paolo thanked James Albury for his 
visit and assured members that the 
club officers will soon plan another 
trip to Gainesville to accept his in-
vitation.

In addition to James Albury’s 
presentation at the meeting, Di 
Paolo announced that club mem-
bers Kathie McDonald and Cathy 
Clinton will begin serving as club 
event coordinators. Club vice presi-
dent Larry Isenberg explained re-
cent use of dues to refurbish a 
telescope mount in the club’s “tele-
scope lending library,” from which 
club members may borrow a tele-
scope to use in their own backyard. 
Club secretary John Bridges provid-

Photo courtesy of  Santa Fe College
Kika Silva Pla Planetarium Coordinator James Albury discussed northern and southern 
constellations and stars with the Moonstruck Astronomy Club Thursday, Feb. 11. 

ed his customary monthly update 
on the night sky, including the po-
sitions of planets, the international 
space station, and bright stars in 
the heavens.

The Moonstruck Astronomy Club 
continues to register new members 
in 2021. Regular club meetings are 
on the second Thursday of every 
month from 1:30 to 3 p.m. For now, 
they will remain online. Evening ob-
serving sessions are announced to 

members via email in the afternoon 
of any day that weather conditions 
allow for an open sky. Sessions be-
gin after dark near the flying field 
and last into the evening. 

Until further notice, participants 
must wear face masks and main-
tain social distancing throughout 
the time they are in attendance. 
Other instructions and safety pre-
cautions will be provided in emails 
announcing each session.

Residents can join the Moon-
struck Astronomy Club, and new 
members are welcome! Yearly club 
dues are only $15 per year, which 
includes a subscription to the quar-
terly Reflector Magazine. Indigo 
East residents must present their 
Gateway of Services pass to partici-
pate in the club. For information 
or club registration, please con-
tact Club President Jim Di Paolo at 
moonastroclub@gmail.com.
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Recreation
March 2021Where the fun never ends!

The physical benefits of exercise 
are well established. We know that 
routine physical activity does your 
body good! However, did you ever 
consider what it does for your emo-
tional state? 

Experts agree that just about any 
form of exercise can relieve stress, 
tension and anxiety. Many of us 
were happy to bid farewell to 2020 
and are optimistic for a reinvigo-
rated 2021. As we roll along into 
this new year, some of us remain 
burdened by changes that have re-
duced the opportunity to be active 
and engage with friends and family. 
Exercise might just be the perfect 
elixir to remedy stress stemming 
from a year of challenges. 

Here is how exercise packs a 
punch against stress and anxiety:

1. It pumps up endorphin 

Photo by Cammy Dennis
Residents de-stressing in the Zumba Jam Tuesday, Feb. 9.

Stress Busting Elixir 
… Exercise
By Cammy Dennis

production. Endorphins 
are “mood boosting” brain 
chemicals that contribute to 
feelings of wellbeing. In ad-
dition, exercise uses up the 
chemicals released by stress 
such as cortisol and adrena-
line. Left unchecked, low lev-
els of chronic stress can un-
dermine our health because 
these “stress chemicals” are 
continually present. Exercis-
ing will reduce the level of 
stress hormones and reduce 
the health risk associated 
with them.

2. It simulates the same ben-
efits as meditation. A long 
walk or laps in the pool will 
have you refocused on your 
surroundings and body’s ac-
tions. Therefore, your mind 

is diverted away from any 
negative chatter in your 
brain. The result is often an 
increase in energy and opti-
mism.

3. It supports healthy sleep 
patterns. Exercise support 
both the quality and dura-
tion of sleep. It also reduces 
“sleep onset” (the amount of 
time it takes to fall asleep). 
The key here is moderate to 
vigorous levels of physical 
activity. Studies show that 
moderate to vigorous inten-
sity for a minimum of 20 to 
30 minutes reap the biggest 
benefits.

4. In many cases, it involves 
socializing. Going for a walk 
with a friend, making a gym 
date with a buddy, or taking 
a line dancing class are all 
great examples of combin-
ing the benefits of physical, 
social and emotional well-
ness. Socialization increases 
a hormone that reduces anxi-
ety levels and make us feel 

more confident to cope with 
stressors. Social time also 
creates an informal support 
structure for peers to help 
each other cope with life’s 
challenges.

The wellness team at On Top of 
the World is working hard to pro-
vide creative programming that 
will enable residents to stay safe 
while moving and socializing. One 
of our recent events was the out-
door Zumba Jam. We had 30 resi-
dents come out to move, groove 
and have fun. 

Don’t miss the next outdoor ex-
ercise program coming this month. 
Join the fitness team Wednesday, 
March 17, for Power Play in the 
Power Parks. Indigo East residents 
are invited to join the fitness team 
at the Indigo Power Park at 10 a.m. 
Then we will be at the On Top of 
the World Power Park at 1 p.m. Dis-
cover this fabulous outdoor equip-
ment and alternative options for 
your workouts.

If you have been within earshot 
of the pickleball courts recently, 
you have likely heard some whoop-
ing and hollering. The club has had 
a full plate of fun activities to which 
members have shown a strong re-
sponse. Our thanks go out to Tom 
West, Eduardo Huertas, and Cheri 
Zangmeister for organizing and di-
recting these events. They have cer-
tainly added to the fun and frolic 
for our pickleball participants.

If you have any interest what-
soever in this game (with such a 
strange name), we make it easy for 

Photo by Tom West
Men’s Round Robin event.

Check Out Pickleball 
By Bill Bender

you to check it out. Just come out 
to our “Pickleball 101” orientation 
class Mondays at 10:30 a.m. Herb 
Katz and Tom Roach will be there 
to greet you and introduce you to 
the game. The only equipment you 
need are court or training shoes 
(what we used to call sneakers) and 
we recommend eye protection, and 
of course, a face mask is recom-
mended, but optional as the class 
will be held entirely outside. We 
have paddles and balls available for 
your use. 

If you find it attractive, an addi-

tional class, “Pickleball 102” avail-
able Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. 

I must warn you that this game 
is addictive. Just ask any of our 
regular players and you will find 
that they are “hooked.” There is no 
charge for the classes, we just want 
to share the fun with you. 

If you have heard about this 
game and are just curious, come 
over to the courts any Monday thru 
Saturday, from 7:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
to check it out. During these hours 
you are likely to see all 12 courts 
in use and upwards of 20 people 
queued up awaiting their turn to 
play. You are welcome to watch as 
long as you wish and ask any ques-
tions you might have. 

For over 300 residents, this ranks 

as one of their favorite activities. Be 
prepared to hear laughter, kidding, 
cheering and hollering. It’s been 
described as sounding like “seniors 
out on spring break.”

For those already participating 
in the sport, if you haven’t already 
done so, take advantage of our 
website at tpc.pickleball.plus. This 
site was designed for clubs such 
as ours, is most useful, and easy to 
navigate. Our club will be using it 
more and more as it has many prac-
tical features for us. If you have 
any difficulties whatsoever, don’t 
struggle with it, just ask someone 
around the courts, as most of us 
are using it regularly. 

We look forward to seeing you 
out on the courts!
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John Yenne

Men’s Golf
Association

The Golf Shop has moved up 
the online registration deadline 
for league play. To be guaranteed 
a spot, you must register online by 
10 p.m. Monday. You can still call 
the Golf Shop on Tuesday to regis-
ter for Wednesday play, but wheth-
er or not you get in will depend on 
available space.

The MGA has 299 total mem-
bers. Please welcome our new-
est members: Jim Tolson, Mike 
Kelly, David Butler, Don Edmond, 
Mike Lane, Dwight Weirich, Ger-
ry Camp, Rino D’Amico, David 
Cuvellier, Bill Cline, Sam Feola, 
Mike Mackowiak, and Tom Norris. 
Mark these upcoming Wednes-
days on your calendar: 
March 3: Scramble (The Links)

• March 10: Team Blind Holes 
(The Tortoise & The Hare)

• March 17: Beat the Pro (The 
Links)

• March 24: Individual Low Net 
(The Tortoise & The Hare)

• March 31: Any 4 Clubs (The 
Links)

Team Quota 
Jan. 27 / The Tortoise & The Hare
+1–Brian Wilder, Jim Lefaver, David 
Wohlleber and Nick James. -1–Neil 
Seaman, Ruben Alvarez, Larry Cor-
dill and Tom Neville. -3–Russell Zile, 
Dennis Barber, Paul Snyder and Tary 
Bole. -4–Gary Hassett, Dale Budd, 
Norm Hayworth and Mike Driver. 
-7–Joe Wong, Roy Coombes, Ricki 
Plesea and Alan Theusch. Tie at -9–
John Parnau, Marty Brown, Ronald 
Grob and Bob Gee; Anthony Mor-
ris, Bob Barbee, Brian Smith and 
Bill Searight; Larry Gibson, Jean 
Proulx, James McCormack and Den-
nis Pope. Tie at -11–Jerry Englar, 
Ken Zweiback, David Hannasch and 
Tom Cummings; Joe Wilks, Howard 
Atherton, Jim Kurlapski and Barry 
Barringer; Steven Rudolph, Rusty 
Zarrell, Ralph Solvold and Loren 
Magsam. Tie at -14–Larry Man-
ion, Dale Clarke, Tom McHaffie and 
Charles Miele; Rick Schriewer, Rich-
ard Deschenes, David Garland and 
Tim Williams. -16–Jim Weaver, Lyle 
Gave, Mike Lane and Thomas Ku-
jawa.

2 Man Team 1 Best Ball 
Feb. 10 / The Tortoise & The Hare 

Photo by Charles Crenshaw
On behalf of the Men’s Golf Association, treasurer Rusty 
Rhodes presented a $2,000 donation to Cindy Moody at 
Hospice of Marion County Tuesday, Feb. 9.

Flight 1: Tie at 65–Mike Ball and 
Steven Sarkozy; Marty Brown and 
Robert Dellapenna. 66–David But-
ler and Norm Hayworth. 67–Dale 
Clarke and Lyle Gave. 68–Joe Wilks 
and Thomas Kujawa. 69–Larry Gib-
son and Carl Zeiler. 72–Greg Mc-
Dowell and Bob Barbee.
Flight 2: Tie at 63–Rusty Zarrell and 
David Wohleber; Roy Coombes and 
Larry Cordill. Tie at 64–Dennis Mc-
Court and Brian Smith; Larry Man-
ion and David Woitek. 65–Henry 
Sohl and Joseph Mandala. 67–John 
Parnau and James Thompson. Tie at 
70–Brad Weirick and Mike Madura; 
Robert Anderson and Richard De-
schenes.
Flight 3: Tie at 65–David Hannasch 
and Thomas Martinetto; Thomas 
Lasclair and Dennis Pope. Tie at 
67–Dale Budd and Clay Norgan; 
John English and Charles Miele; Ken 
Zweiback and Mike Lane. Tie at 68–
Charles Crenshaw and Dan Goggin; 
Rino D’amico and David Garland.
Flight 4: Tie at 63–Rick Schriewer 
and John Hartney; Roger Sparks 
and Bob Gorman; Joe Polizzotti and 
Ruben Alvarez. Tie at 67–Jim Weav-
er and Loren Magsam; Gerry Camp 
and Barry Barringer. 69–Gary Has-
sett and Tom Neville. Tie at 70–Joe 
Wong and Bob Marks; Don Edmond 
and David Johnson.

Micki Malsch

Bunco Babes
Social Group

As of today, the Bunco Babes So-
cial Group is postponed until Mon-
day, Sept. 27. Please refer to the 
World News for updates.

The group will play bunco in the 
Arbor Conference Center Dance 
Studio IV, which is the last room 
facing the building on the right, on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month. 
Registration is at 6:45 p.m.; games 
begin at 7 p.m. 

The Bunco for Babies fundraiser 
luncheon for the March of Dimes 
was cancelled due to safety guide-
lines in place limiting the number 
of people for events held indoors 
and social distancing. Hopefully, 
this event can be held next year. 
As tickets are non-refundable, and 
all proceeds from ticket sales were 
turned in to the March of Dimes 
last year prior to the lockdown, 
anyone who purchased a ticket and 
would like a letter denoting your 
charitable tax deduction of $25, 
please contact me. 

A random drawing was held of 
all the tickets sold and the follow-
ing ticket numbers have won priz-
es: #078, #019, #125, #081, #067, 
#037, #079, #024, #027, and #108.

If you are the holder of one of 
the above numbered tickets, please 
call Micki Malsch at (352) 615-2790 
to claim your prize. Any unclaimed 
prizes will be held over for next 
year’s event.

Stay safe and be healthy until we 
meet again!

GOLF CART REGISTRATION
Resident Services

8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday
All residents in household must be 

present. Bring golf cart, resident I.D. 
and insurance policy (stating amount of 

bodily injury).
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Tom Sheridan

Softball

Some guys have all the luck.
For most of us, baseball is a 

youthful phase. We get to play 
sandlot or little league, maybe – 
if we’re halfway good – make our 
high school team. Then it’s over, 
replaced by studies, girls, a career 
and maybe a dream of playing 
again.

Baseball fades into the back-
ground, just images on a TV or 
game stats in the papers. Until, in 
retirement, the dream comes roar-
ing back and senior softball lets us 
be 11 years old again.

But some guys get to play soft-
ball most of their lives. Then they 
retire and play some more.

That’s a guy like Steve McDon-
ald, resident since 2013. And it’s 
a story McDonald loves to share in 
his iconic Alabama accent.

McDonald played ball as a child 
in Russellville, Alabama, and in No-
blesville, Indiana, after his family 
moved north. As an adult, he played 
ball in company and neighbor-
hood leagues there and later back 
in Alabama and Arkansas. And he 
played in age 50-plus leagues be-
fore retiring. About the only time 
he wasn’t playing, he said, was dur-
ing his four-year stint in the U.S. 
Navy as a radar operator based out 
of Norfolk, Virginia. “No ball games 
aboard ship,” he said. 

But here on the On Top of the 

World softball field, he’s play-
ing again. And the veteran pitcher 
loves to tell you all about it.

“It’s the competitiveness,” he 
said. “Even though we’re old, I just 
love it.” The competition is part of 
the goal of On Top of the World 
softball, along with friendship and 
exercise. “I do have a habit of get-
ting excited,” he conceded. But, he 
said, “it’s special, a better place for 
us old guys.” 

Coming soon – field improve-
ments. Jeff Thomas, the club’s 
board chair, and board member 
Pete Feliciano met in February with 
Theresa Fields, program supervi-
sor, and other community officials 
to review plans for new dugouts 
and related work. 

Construction to completely re-
move and replace the existing dug-
outs with state-of-the-art struc-
tures could begin this month. The 
work will be timed to interfere with 
the game schedules as little as pos-
sible. Additional gate openings 
in the current fencing will also be 
opened to ease access to the field.

Club membership continues to 
increase, said Feliciano, as new res-
idents as well as current ones re-
discover the sport of their younger 
days. The league currently fields 
eight teams playing four games 
a day each Monday and Wednes-
day during the winter season. The 
league is considering expanding 
games to other days for the spring/
summer season.

For more about softball at On 
Top of the World, contact Tom 
Sheridan at tomsheridan.fl@gmail.
com.

Photo by Tom Sheridan
Steve McDonald lets loose with pitch in a February game.
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Denise Mullen

Candler Hills  
Ladies 9-Hole Golf

Russ Smith

Ladies  
9-Hole Golf

Susan Yenne

Ladies  
18-Hole Golf

As we move into the month of 
March, the LGA-9 schedule will be 
on the following Tuesdays: 

• March 2: Lucky 4s is an indi-
vidual game where only the 
par 4s count.

• March 9: 3 Blind Mice is a 
fun game where the Golf 
Shop will pick three holes to 
not count towards the team 
score. The twist is you won’t 
know the three holes until 
you get back in.

• March 16: Team Scramble is 
where everyone tees off, you 
pick the best drive, and ev-
eryone plays from there. You 
repeat this process until the 
ball is holed.

• March 23: Low Net is where 
everyone plays their own 
ball, and your handicap will 
be deducted from your total 
score.

• March 30: Team 1, 2, 3 is a 
team game where you only 
count the one best score of 
the group on the par 5s and 
the two best scores on the 
par 4s and the three best 

scores on the par 3s. 
As we look into the month of 

March, we are happy to announce 
that clinics are back up and run-
ning. Spaces are limited but we 
are now doing two clinics, one at 9 
a.m. and one at 10 a.m. To register, 
please stop by the Candler Hill Golf 
Shop. 

We also have the Club Champi-
onship starting Friday, March 5, 
with round two on the following 
Saturday, March 6. This event is 
only open to members of On Top 
of the World Golf Club and will be 
played on both The Links and The 
Tortoise & The Hare courses, with 
tee times starting at 8 a.m. We add-
ed a nine-hole ladies division a few 
years ago and we want to keep it 
going so please make sure to sign 
up. 

We have had some questions 
about local rules for the LGA-9. 
We currently have no local rules 
in place and follow all USGA rules 
governing play. For example, the 
“Root Rule” is not a local rule that 
the On Top of the World Golf Club 
follows in any of their golf events. 
Please familiarize yourselves with 
the USGA rules of golf, visit www.
usga.org for more info.

If you are unsure about a ruling, 
ask your fellow players or call the 
Golf Shop for help.

March is upon us, which means 
I am reaching out to anyone who 
would like to volunteer for various 
positions for the upcoming Ocala 
Open. In case you are not familiar 
with this event, Candler Hills hosts 
a professional event for three days 
of competition Wednesday, March 
24, through Friday, March 26. Some 
of the positions I utilize volunteers 
for are scoring tent, player shuttles, 
beverage stations at the bathrooms 
on #5 and #13, and spotters on 
holes #6 and #9. If you would like 
to volunteer your time for either a 
morning or afternoon shift, please 
email me at denise_mullen@otowfl.
com as soon as possible. In your 
email include your phone number, 
which day you are available and 
your availability for the morning or 
afternoon shift. I will be complet-
ing my assignments for this event 
by Tuesday, March 16.

As the weather improves, we 
hope to see more of you signing up 
to play on Thursdays. We are excit-
ed to have several new ladies join 
our LGA-9 play group. Nick and I 
are working on some new ideas for 
your golfing enjoyment. 

The previous few columns have 
discussed the importance of be-
ing positive and thinking differ-
ently with your approach to your 
golf game. Hopefully, you are more 
aware when you become anxious 
when you are paired with new play-
ers or feel you are a terrible golfer 

because you can’t hit it as far as the 
ladies you are paired with. A few 
years ago, I came across the follow-
ing and I thought it would be ap-
propriate for you to reflect on so 
that you can change your thoughts 
to overcome obstacles.

If you fail, never give up because 
F.A.I.L. means “First Attempt in 
Learning.” End is not the end. In 
fact, E.N.D. means “Effort Never 
Dies.”

If you get no as an answer, re-
member N.O. means “Next Oppor-
tunity.”

These changes in how you think 
about your game can promote posi-
tive thinking. With positive think-
ing, you are more likely to achieve 
far better results. In a way you be-
come your own cheerleader to en-
able you not to turn back down the 
rabbit hole of negative self-talk. 
Managing your mindset by chang-
ing the words you think will go a 
long way in improvement. Golf is 
a sport that you can continue to 
enjoy at any age and with physical 
limitations. 

We invite any new ladies who 
prefer to only play nine holes to 
participate in our 9 Hole Play Day 
on Thursdays at Candler Hills Golf 
Club. Tee times start at 9 a.m. You 
will need an established handicap 
to participate. We play many dif-
ferent formats; some are individual 
events in flights and others will be 
team events. 

Please feel free to email or call 
Nick (nick_schwander@otowfl.com) 
or myself (denise_mullen@otowfl.
com) with any and all concerns or 
questions you may have. Candler 
Hills Golf Shop phone number is 
(352) 861-9712. Now is the time to sign up for 

the Member/Member tournament 
Tuesday, March 9. Find a member 
to pair up with and put your names 
together on the front sheet in the 
league book in the players’ lounge.

There will not be a luncheon this 
year. The normal Member/Guest 
tournament has been postponed 
this year.

Have you shot a birdie, eagle or 
hole-in-one? Please record it in the 
notebook in the players’ lounge.

Low Gross/Low Net
Jan. 12 / The Links

Gross
Flight 1: 80–VaDonna Hall. Tie at 
81–Sandy Snyder, Shelly Karsnitz.
Flight 2: 85–Lynne Dickson. 88–Bob-
bie Wiener. 90–Yuhlan Cho.
Flight 3: 85–Peggy Borro. 91–Joann 
Dellapenna. 95–Nancy Zielinski.
Flight 4: Tie at 90–Milly Lucieer, Lin-
da Blewitt. 94–Liz Pruss.
Flight 5: 93–Mary Ruffner. Tie at 99–
Rosann Ross, May Chin.

Net
Flight 1: 73–Linda Taylor. 75–Diane 
Boston. 76–Gail LaGrange.
Flight 2: Tie at 74–Gretchen Nor-
mandin, Connie Norris. 75–MJ Str-
elec.

Flight 3: 74–Peggy Wiechmann. 
78–Christine McIntire. 80–Katie 
Schriewer.
Flight 4: 70–Jean Hsu. 73–Virginia 
Madura. 75–Lilly Gee.
Flight 5: 69–Debbie Zile. 73–Antonia 
Varney. 74–Geri Treppa.

Individual Stableford
Jan. 19 / The Tortoise & The Hare
Flight 1: 40–Mary Ann Livingston. 
38–Shelly Karsnitz. 33–Lynne Dick-
son. 30–Maria Fournier. Tie at 29–
Lynn Colomb, Gail LaGrange, Diane 
Boston.
Flight 2: Tie at 37–Linda Blewitt, Iro 
Lisinski. Tie at 35–Pamela Jones, 
Nancy Zielinski. 34–MJ Strelec.
Flight 3: 39–Virginia Combs. Tie at 
35–Ellen Brin, Debby Wilson, Chris-
tine McIntire. 33–Joyce Jones.
Flight 4: Tie at 33–Linda Bervinkle, 
Geri Treppa. Tie at 32–Molly Lucieer, 
Sandy Chase. Tie at 31–May Chin, 
Mary Ruffner, Linda Ryan.

No More Crying Individual
Jan. 26 / The Tortoise & The Hare
Flight 1: -5–Diane Boston. Tie at -4–
Lynne Dickson, Yuhlan Cho. -3–Gail 
LaGrange. Tie at -2–Lynn Colomb, 
Christine Giza, Beverly Ovrebo.
Flight 2: -6–Bobbie Wiener. Tie at 
-4–Judy Graham, Joann Dellapenna. 
-3–Peggy Borro. Tie at -2–MJ Str-
elec, Peggy Ellengerger.
Flight 3: -8–Marlena Laclair. Tie at 
-6–Virginia Madura, Joyce Jones. -5–
Debby Wilson. -4–Iro Lisinski. Tie at 
-3–Lisa Free, Linda Blewitt.
Flight 4: -9–Molly Lucieer. -7–Lilly 
Gee. -6–Pat Lindstrom. -5–Kathleen 
Goodwin. Tie at -3–Sharon Johnson, 
Mary Ruffner.
Flight 5: -6–Antonia Varney. Tie at 
-4–Carla Kimball, Debbie Zile. -3–
Dee Howie. Tie at -2–Linda Bervin-
kle, Rosann Ross.

One, Two, Three Team Net
Feb. 9 / The Tortoise & The Hare

129–Christine Giza, Katie Schriewer, 
Mary Ruffner, Vickie Foster. Tie at 
133–Mary Jeannotte, MJ Strelec, Liz 
Pruss, Carla Kimball; Diane Boston, 
Nancy Zielinski, Geri Treppa, Caro-
lyn Cummings; Peggy Borrow, Ei-
leen Gustavus, Debby Wilson, May 
Chin. Tie at 134–Bobbie Wiener, 
Joyce Jones, Pamela Jones, Sandra 
Dechambeau; VaDonna Hall, Iro Li-
sinski, Kathleen Goodwin, Susan 
Yenne. 135–Lynn Colomb, Judy Gra-
ham, Marlena Laclair, Antonia Var-
ney.

RESIDENT ID CARDS
Resident Services

8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Birthday, wedding or anniversary  

announcements may be  
	emailed	to	otownews@otowfl.com	 

by the 12th of the month.

®

®
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Matt Hibbs
(352) 854-2765 

matt_hibbs@otowfl.com

Golf

Wow! Time flies; spring is al-
most here. Take advantage of the 
weather and play some golf before 
the Florida summer arrives. We all 
know the high temperatures and 
extreme humidity will make us 
dream of this time of year again.

The 2021 Ocala Open will be 
held at Candler Hills Golf Club 
Wednesday, March 24 through Fri-
day, March 26, with the Pro-Am 
Tuesday, March 23. We are offering 
all of our golf members a discount 
to participate in the Pro-Am, $800 
for a three-person team while being 
paired with one of the pros. Includ-
ed in the entry fee is a gift package 
from Callaway Golf worth $200 and 
a barbecue after the event. 

The benefiting charities for this 
year’s event are Hospice of Marion 
County and Interfaith Emergency 
Services. Last year we were able to 
raise $70,000 to be split between 
the two charities. We are hoping 
to make this year’s event even big-
ger and better. Admission is free 
Wednesday through Friday with 
VIP tickets available for $25 or 
three for $65 in the Candler Hills 
Golf Shop. For more information 
regarding VIP tickets and the Ocala 
Open, visit www.ocalaopen.com.

Also being held in March is the 
annual On Top of the World Club 
Championship. This championship 
is for On Top of the World golf 
members only. This is a two-day 
event with round one being played 
Friday, March 5 followed by round 
two Saturday, March 6. Both days 
will be 8 a.m. tee times. Good luck 
to our defending champions Joe 
Wilks, Deborah Martin and Kay 
Budd. Please see the On Top of the 

World Golf Shop for more details.
Upcoming Events

• Friday, March 5 & Saturday, 
March 6: On Top of the World 
Club Championship. 

• Saturday, March 20: On Top 
of the World monthly event 
– Cross Country at The Links.

• Tuesday, March 23: Ocala 
Open Pro-Am at Candler 
Hills Golf Club.

• Wednesday, March 24 
through Friday, March 26: 
Ocala Open at Candler Hills 
Golf Club.

World Accolades
CANDLER HILLS: Randy Nelson, 

eagle #12. Debbie Simpson, hole-
in-one #17. Chris Mark, eagle #10. 
Angie Jingco, eagle #7. Rosalie Gro-
macki, hole-in-one #13. David Fos-
dick, eagle #16. Rick Kramer, eagle 
#15. Kate Beaty, hole-in-one #8. 

THE LINKS: Bill Young, eagle #2. 
Richard Doyle, eagle #17. Bob Mon-
dore, eagle #3. Gretchen Norman-

din, shot 79 one stroke under her 
age. 

THE TORTOISE & THE HARE: 
Pam Trondson, hole-in-one #8. 
James Merrick shot 84 one stroke 
under his age.

Congratulations to all!
Golf Tip of the Month

You have a five-foot putt to make 
birdie and win the match. Your 
palms are sweating, hands shaking, 
and mind is wandering.

If you can relate to this scenario 
then here are a few tips to help ease 
your nerves. First create a pre putt 
routine. This routine should be 
kept simple and quick, 30 seconds 
or less. Make sure to follow this 
routine for each putt during your 
round. During your stroke be sure 
to have nice rhythm. Nerves tend to 
get the best of players and create a 
quick stroke. This often causes the 
putt to fall offline. Stand over the 
putt with confidence, keep a good 
frame of mind and sink that putt. 

Renee Aden

Candler Hills
Ladies 18-Hole Golf

Waking up in the morning with 
frost on the ground is not what you 
would expect in Florida. However, 
our golfers had to deal with some 
cooler temperatures during Janu-
ary out on the golf course. Love of 
the game and being with friends 
must keep us warm enough to play. 
Sometimes it is difficult to recog-
nize each other with all the extra 
clothing and head coverings. 

In the last seven months, our 
membership has increased by 
15 players. The league planned a 
“meet and greet” on the patio after 
golf Thursday, Feb. 18. It was nice 
to meet new members and renew 
acquaintances with other members. 

The Candler Hills LGA members 
have been invited to play in a recip-
rocal event with the On Top of the 
World LGA-18 Tuesday, March 23, 
when the Candler Hills Golf Club 
will be closed to members for the 
Ocala Open.

Over the last 18 months the Can-
dler Hills LGA has collected dona-
tions for Marion County Junior Golf 
Association (formerly The First Tee 
of Greater Ocala). Candler Hills LGA 
will present a check in the amount 
of $518 to this organization.

A membership meeting will be 
scheduled as soon as it is safe to 
hold lunch meetings in the Candler 
Hills Community Center.

The League Championship is 
coming up Thursdays, April 15 and 
22. Lunch will be held after play 
April 22. Please look for the sign up 
for this event.

Lucky Fours
Jan. 7

Flight 1: -40-Shelly Karsnitz, 
-41-Deborah Martin, -42–Sandy Sny-
der, -43–Beverly Ovrebo.
Flight 2: -39–Angelita Jingco, -41–
Sara Nunn, Tie at -42–Lisa Free, 
Mary Jo Lock, Eileen Gustavus.

Flight 3: -40–Beth Wolinsky. -44–Iro 
Lisinski. Tie at -45–Jonell Washburn, 
Kate Beaty.
Flight 4: -40–Gail Banavige. Tie at 
-43–Carol Clark, DeAnne Green. Tie 
at -45–Renee Aden, Sue Fierce.

Odds (F9)/Evens (B9)
Jan. 14

Flight 1: -40–Lynn Colomb. -41–Deb-
orah Martin. -42–Shelly Karsnitz.
Flight 2: -38–Maria Fournier. -39–
Pamela Jones. Tie at -43–Angelita 
Jingco, Judie Anderson.
Flight 3: -39–Anne Dahlen. -43–Vir-
ginia Madura. -44–Gloria Cullins. 
-45–Laurel Rohrer. 
Flight 4; -39–MaryAnn McCourt. 
-40–DeAnne Green. Tie at -41–Sue 
Fierce, Cynthia Gersten.
1 Best Ball Gross/1 Best Ball Net 

(Team)
Jan. 21

-135–Sandy Snyder, Virginia Combs, 
Jonell Washburn, Renee Aden. 

-147–Shelly Karsnitz, Pamela Jones, 
Sandra Dechambeau, Joann Del-
mar. -147–Christine Giza, Lisa Free, 
Toni Stevenson, Mary Ann McCourt. 
-151–Kate Beaty, Teri Stecker, Anita 
Nutt, Maxine Allen.

Low Gross/Low Net
January 28
Low Gross

Flight 1: -81–Shelly Karsnitz. 
Flight 2: -89–Donna Smith. Tie at 
-93–Pamela Jones, Roe Gromacki.

Flight 3: -95–Ann Dahlen. -98–Vir-
ginia Madura.
Flight 4: -100–Carla Kimball. -103–
Llyong Dicus.

Low Net
Flight 1: -77–Lynn Colomb.
Flight 2: -73–Mary Jo Lock. -77–Vir-
ginia Combs.
Flight 3: -78–Beth Wolinsky. Tie at 
-79–Toni Stevenson, Teri Stecker.
Flight 4: -71–Mary Ann McCourt. 
-73–Joann Delmar.

MISSED DELIVERY?
If you are not receiving home delivery,  

please	email	otownews@otowfl.com	or	call	(352)	387-7466.	 
Please include your house number and street address along with your neighborhood.
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Micki Malsch

Bocce

This is how we roll! League play 
is Tuesdays, at 11 a.m. Masks or 
face coverings are mandatory for 
league players. Please make sure if 
you are getting substitutes for your 
team, they must have a mask or 
face covering. 

Dues are $5 per player and cover 

Phil Panzera

Billiards Club

the cost of liability insurance. This 
entitles you to play as many times 
as you want when league or open 
are played. Any league representa-
tive can give you the form to fill out 
and collect your dues. Open play-
ers are required to pay dues

Open bocce is played Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays 
at 9 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Please arrive 
a few minutes early so that a count 
can be taken and the numbers of 
players per court can be decided 
upon. Restrictions have been lifted 
and all six courts are being utilized. 

Mandatory social distancing is in ef-
fect for open bocce, masks or face 
coverings are recommended. Social 
distancing guidelines will affect the 
number of players per court.

Open bocce is a good opportunity 
to practice or learn the game. Any-
one who shows up can play. Teams 
are determined by the luck of the 
draw. This is your chance to watch 
and learn or play, however as a new 
player, once you have played with 
the league on three occasions you 
will be expected to join the league, 
pay dues, and sign a Release and 

Hold Harmless consent form. 
The banquet has been booked 

for Saturday, May 8, in the Recre-
ation Center Ballroom. Updated in-
formation to follow. 

A directory is in the storage unit 
which contains an alphabetical list 
of all members. Please make sure 
you have entered your name and 
contact information. 

All are welcome to watch and 
learn or play. Until we roll again …

We wish to thank Fritz Langville 
and Tom West for using their initia-
tive to clean the tables and equip-
ment before a regular schedule was 
implemented. Unfortunately, we 
don’t have maid service, and clean-
ing and maintaining our equipment 
is something for which we should 
all be mindful, and lend some el-
bow grease on occasion. 

We ask that players absolutely 
do not tap any balls into the table 
while racking. This may help with 
that single rack, but the indenta-
tion created makes it harder for 
every rack after that. This is often 
why the head ball moves off with 
a mind of its own sometimes. Just 
simply move the rack slightly and 
try again. If the head ball is not per-
fectly on the foot spot, so be it; the 
billiard Gods really won’t mind … 
we’re all just room players.

Also, if you’re having trouble 
with gaps between balls in the 
eight-ball rack, always start with 
the white diamond on the rack 
pointing up-table. You may never-
theless see a gap in the second row 
of balls, as the wooden racks are 
not perfectly triangular. If that hap-
pens, just rotate the rack one turn 
and try again. 

BILLIARDS IN ANTIQUITY: The 
church has long been a part of bil-
liard history. From its earliest days, 
the game was often denounced as 
a sinful, dangerous and morally 
corrupt activity. France was one 
of the first countries where bil-
liards evolved, yet in these earliest 
days of billiards in the 1400s, the 
game was forbidden by the church 
as well as the king. Eventually the 
game was seen in a better light, and 
Kings Louis XIV and Louis XVI be-
came avid players.

In America, billiards has also suf-
fered from cycling periods of social 
acceptance. In early American his-
tory laws were passed, influenced 
by religious concerns, which made 
the game illegal in many parts of 
the land. By the 1800s the game, 
like in Europe, transitioned to be-
come culturally acceptable. 

Billiards in America (principally 
the carom forms of the game: three-
cushion and balkline) became a cul-
tured activity, with players dressed 
in tuxedos or suits for competition. 
Many upper-class homes sported 
elaborate and richly decorated bil-
liard rooms, usually with carom ta-
bles (without pockets) rather than 
pool tables. 

In the early 1900s, like a tide 
receding, the elegance and gen-
tility of the game slowly faded as 
the playing public switched from 
carom billiards to the much easier 
games of pool. The rapid growth 
of pool rooms, with drinking, gam-
bling, hustling and the occasional 
fisticuffs, soon gained billiards the 
seedy reputation that it started 
with in the 1400s. 

Yet in the last many decades pool 
has rebounded into a very socially 
acceptable game, suitable for kids, 
families, dates and casual nights 
out with friends. Pool is in fact the 
number one participant game in 
America. 

Interestingly, this resurgence 
mirrors the revival of the game in 
medieval Europe five centuries ago. 
Wash, rinse, repeat; such is the his-
tory of life, and billiards is no ex-
ception.

  

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST
Receive information about  

Circle Square Commons  
including the Farmers Market, special 

events, entertainment,  
The Ranch Fitness Center & Spa,  

Circle Square Cultural Center,  
Master the Possibilities,  
Mr. B’s Ice Cream Shop,  

Sid’s Coffee Shop & Deli and more!
Sign up at CircleSquareCommons.com 
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Roger	Bonifield

Call of the Wild

Leslie McCormick

Archery Club

Yes, we are still here. Although 
we haven’t had a regular meet-
ing for over a year, that is about 
to change. Many members have 
been getting together via our 
club website and other means to 
schedule fishing trips and even a 
couple hunting trips over the last 
12 months. Hopefully this will in-
crease even more as we get back to-
gether with regular meetings. 

Our first meeting of 2021 is 

We are all familiar with the say-
ing, “Out with the old, in with the 
new.” Well, a new Bulldog K9 Plus 
target has arrived from Canada and 
is being evaluated by our members. 
Even though the archery range has 
been open less than a year, the dai-
ly activity and number of shots that 
the current targets have taken has 
caused our board members to eval-
uate the best solution for replace-
ment targets. In addition to this 
new target being more durable, it 
is square and is designed to accom-
modate multiple target faces which 

will also help in extending the life 
of the target. 

Our range operations volunteer 
members have been facing quite a 
challenge and are doing a remark-
able job keeping all of our targets 
in the best shape possible for our 
members. Can you tell that excite-
ment is in the air?

February continued to be a busy 
month with leagues. The Vegas tar-
get league is just wrapping up and 
the new recurve league finished 
Saturday, Feb. 13. The club shoot 
Saturday, Feb. 27 was a new for-
mat. Participants shot an NFAA 300 
round on blue target faces with a 
white bullseye. It consisted of five 
arrows per end with 12 ends for 60 
arrows. The scoring was X-5-4-3-2-
1 with a maximum score of 300 and 
60 Xs. The results of the leagues 
and tournament were highlighted 

Dan	Gaffin

R/C Flyers

A typical day at the flying field 
stays very busy. Pilots are com-
ing and going throughout the day 
and flying a variety of models. A 
spectator would most likely notice 
a range of sizes and types imme-
diately and this available variety 
keeps this hobby continuously fun 
and challenging.

There is a nice sense of cama-
raderie among all the pilots. The 
more experienced pilots are always 
willing to lend their knowledge 
and understanding to a trainee or 

newer pilot. It is notable that this 
camaraderie has resulted in good 
friendships on and off the field. I, 
myself, am a new pilot and have 
felt very welcomed. As an extreme 
novice I needed much assistance 
when learning to fly. Finding assis-
tance and help was easy. Honestly, 
throughout this great group of pi-
lots, I have met some wonderful 
people who I can now call friends.

On several occasions, it has been 
expressed that the reason that a pi-
lot chose to move to On Top of the 
World was access to the flying field, 
the layout of the field and seeing 
the support that the R/C Flyers re-
ceive from management.

R/C Flyers’ most recent club 
meeting was held Monday, Feb. 
1, and we finalized the details of 

scheduled for Wednesday, April 
7, at 1 p.m. in the Hobby Building 
Event Room. Because this room still 
has limited capacity, it will be open 
to members only, and masks will be 
required. It will be first come, first 
serve and limited to the occupancy 
rules for that room at that time. We 
will continue to meet at that same 
time and location for the foresee-
able future. As we move past the 
restrictions, and we will, we will be 
able to open our meetings to mem-
bers and non-members; so stay 
tuned for further details. 

For new residents, Call of the 
Wild Sports Club is a great group of 
men and women who enjoy fishing 
and hunting and sharing their ex-

a new addition to our facility. We 
are excited about a new Tempest 
weather station that will be in-
stalled and should be operational 
within the month. Great appre-
ciation is extended to our current 
president, Carl Schneider, and our 
resident experts, Steven Schlessel-
man and Doug Nastally, for all their 
time and effort to make this hap-
pen. The weather station will pro-
vide real time data, such as wind 
speed and direction, temperature, 
humidity and barometric pres-
sure. All members will be able to 
access this data from an app us-
ing their smartphone or computer. 
The weather station will be solar 
powered with a 1000-watt inverter 
and has no moving parts to break 
down. There will be three cameras 

included that will give live views of 
the runway, windsock and sky con-
ditions at the field. I can attest to 
the many times that the conditions 
at my house look pretty good for 
flying to only arrive at the field and 
discover fog or increased winds. 
The new equipment will be a great 
addition for all the members.

The R/C Flyers’ membership 
count is currently 165 strong. At 
this writing, we have six new mem-
bers in flight training with ap-
proved instructors. All members 
would like to welcome and congrat-
ulate two of our newest pilots who 
have completed their flight training 
and solo flights and received their 
flight approval – Bruce Linasky and 
Steven Bilchich.

in the March club newsletter and 
posted at the range as well as de-
tails for the March leagues and Sat-
urday, March 27 club shoot.

Our list of members with “robin 
hoods” now includes two ladies. 
Barbara Scales and Phyllis Shaw 
shot them in January, both in the 
same week. Tom Caliendo’s name 
was added to the list in Febru-
ary and he had a very impressive 
grouping. If you missed the expla-
nation of “robin hoods” in our col-
umn last year, we said that accord-
ing to Google the chances are one 
in 3,000 to shoot one. Congratula-
tions Barbara, Phyllis and Tom! 

The range is open dawn to dusk 
so it is nice to see the daylight hours 
gradually extending and the colder 
mornings we experienced for many 
weeks disappearing. Our pro shop 
hours have been extended too. Ex-

perienced members are available 
Tuesday through Sunday, from 9 to 
11 a.m. to help members with their 
personal equipment.

If you are interested in becom-
ing a member of our club, come 
out and see what we are all about. 
The archery range is located at the 
Veterans Park. Take a golf cart or 
stroll down the path by the Victory 
Garden. The membership process 
starts with a required safety orien-
tation session. For members who 
do not have their own equipment 
we have club equipment to use, 
and one of our USA Archery Level 
2 instructors will provide archery 
basics along with the safety ses-
sion. Membership applications are 
available at the range or by sending 
an email to Leslie at llmccorm74@
aol.com.

periences with others. We normally 
have many activities throughout 
the year from fishing trips to pic-
nics and other outdoor events. Our 
planned meeting time going for-
ward is the first Wednesday of ev-
ery month (starting in April), from 
1 to 3 p.m. If you would like more 
information, please feel free to con-
tact me directly at (352) 300-3601. 

GOOD NEWS TO SHARE?
Email	otownews@otowfl.com	with	your	

idea(s). If approved, a World News writer 
will be assigned.

Only good news about the community, a 
club(s) or a resident(s) will be considered.

®

®

GOLF CART REGISTRATION
Resident Services

8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday
All residents in household must be 

present. Bring golf cart, resident I.D. 
and insurance policy (stating amount of 

bodily injury).
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Walter Lamp

Shuffleboard

Jorge Privat
(352) 387-7539

Tennis

Spring is around the corner! We 
wish to welcome all the new tennis 
players frequenting the courts. It 
makes me feel good seeing games 
played by players of all levels, on a 
regular basis. 

Don’t forget that here, we play 
tennis “for the health of it.” Ten-
nis offers so many benefits – men-
tally it keeps you alert, thinking 
quickly; physically it increases your 
stamina and helps you maintain 
good balance and your reflexes in 
top condition; emotionally it helps 
you discard negative thoughts and 
promotes positive thinking; and so 
much more. 

If there is anything, I can do to 
help improve your game, I am very 
happy to do it. 

We now have a committee com-
prised of five players: Brenda Mill-
er, Bridget Trenkle, Nicole Eddy, 
Tammy Seutter and Walter Galas. 
One agenda item is to send an email 
of activities on a regular basis as 
well as special activities that will 
take place on a given month. The 
second agenda item is to setup a 
court reservation system and list of 
activities on the computer so you 
can check the status of the courts 
and activities when you need it.
Anticipation

One of the most important ath-
letic skills that every player needs 
is anticipation! What is the great 
characteristic found in the best 
athletes, you ask? Anticipation!

Have you ever watched a player 
who doesn’t visually appear to 
have the physique to be athletically 
quick, but somehow seems to get 
to every ball or be in the right place 
at the right time? Or have you ever 
wondered why tennis pro Roger Fe-
derer, soccer Leo Messi and other 
big names are at the top of their 
sport? 

Here’s why. The best movers on 
the court, not only have great foot-
work and movement skills, but also 
have the ability to read the game 
and anticipate. They see the play 
before it happens. It is the athlete’s 
ability to react and their reflexes 
that determine just how well they 
will move in their chosen sport.

Simply put, all movement starts 
with the brain telling the body that 
it needs to move. The neuromuscu-
lar system or “brain to body” wir-
ing needs to be continually trained. 
Good anticipation and response 

skills are essential qualities to be-
ing a good mover on a tennis court. 
Knowing the opponent’s next shot, 
the one that is coming back, allows 
players to move early and into the 
correct position to be ready.

These skills can be learned with 
the help of a trainer or a coach and 
practiced during play on a regu-
lar basis keeping “anticipation” in 
mind. You can definitely learn to 
anticipate a lob, a drop shot, where 
the ball is going to land, the bounce 
of the ball, spin, etc.

Weekly Tennis Schedule
Monday   

7:30 to 10 a.m.: Super senior men 
(courts 5, 6)
8:30 to 11 a.m.: Open Round Robin 
mixed (courts 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8)

Tuesday      
7:30 to 10 a.m.: Super senior men 
(courts 5, 6)
8:30 to 11 a.m.: Ladies play (courts 
1, 3, 4, 7, 8)

10 to 11 a.m.: Beginner’s clinic 
(court 2)

Wednesday 
8:30 to 10:30 a.m.: Super senior la-
dies (courts 5, 6)
8:30 to 11 a.m.: Open Round Robin 
mixed (Courts 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8)

Thursday  
8:30 to 11 a.m.: Open Round Robin 
mixed (courts 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8)

Friday        
8:30 to 10:30 a.m.: Super Senior 
Ladies (courts 5, 6)
10 to 11 a.m.: Intermediate/ad-
vanced clinic (court 2)   

Saturday 
11 a.m.: USTA matches             
Open tennis (first come, first served)

Sunday
Open tennis (first come, first served)

Interclub matches occur the first 
Tuesday of the month (after sched-
uled tennis). A free tennis clinic is 
offered the first Thursday of every 
month; all residents are welcome.

See you on the courts!

Sherry Winn

Co-Ed Recreational
Softball

Well, folks, January’s weather 
certainly put a damper on our Com-
munity Co-Ed Recreational Softball! 
When the temperature is less than 
50 degrees at 9 a.m. start time, 
previous night’s rain damages the 
field or it is raining at play times, 
we all stay home, roll over and hun-
ker down (at least I do). It has been 
proposed that if the weather is on 
a warming trend, that we postpone 
our start times to 10 a.m., which 

should not be as much a problem 
as March progresses. This will ap-
ply to our Saturday game days as 
well as Tuesday’s batting practice. 
With this clarified, as well as new 
group emails based upon question-
able guidelines, all uncertainties 
should be alleviated.

Now let’s get back to our regular 
schedules, if we can pull our play-
ers back from a day on the golf 
course or pickleball courts. We’ve 
had a fabulous group participat-
ing prior to the weather challenges 
and are even welcoming new play-
ers now that we’re meeting at the 
softball field again. I look forward 
to reviving the regularity of our 
gatherings both on the field and af-
terwards. 

For all current and potential 
players, remember to spread the 
news that our activity is free to all! 
We have equipment available to 
borrow or use as well as a gener-
ous source in Jeff Thomas for used 
equipment at his cost. Contact me 
at (315) 528-8499 for further infor-
mation.

Our featured player of the last 
gathering is Arlene Carleton, who 
finally found her sweet spot on the 
bat and faced her fear of catching 
a pop fly!

Our 34th season has not turned 
out to be all we expected.  But, due 
to circumstances beyond our con-
trol, there wasn’t much we could 
do about it.  First, due to restric-
tions to keep us safe, our activities 
were cancelled.  Our get-togethers 
such as the ice cream social in the 
fall and our annual luncheon at the 
end of the season, among others, 
were not to be.  Then, the new court 
had maintenance problems, which 
halted play for a while.  And our 
tournaments, such as the Black/
Yellow match and the Jack Huard 
(our founder) final match were can-
celled, as well as two others.  And 
finally, the weather, from a rather 
cool winter to rainy one and windy 
at times, caused some difficult 
playing at times.

But Paul Hodges kept the instruc-
tional class going.  Introduction to 
shuffleboard is offered on the sec-
ond Saturday of the month at the 
courts at 11 a.m.  If you are inter-
ested in learning how to play the 
game, we invite you to come down 
to the courts at Veterans Park.  We 
will go over the rules, scoring, safe-
ty and the basics of shooting the 
disc.  Open-toed footwear is not 
permitted.

January 
Men/Women

Monday a.m.:  Charlie Lentz/Mary 
Lamp & Vicki Lentz. 33–Charlie 
Lentz.
Tuesday p.m.: Lou Fisher/Jane Boy-
er & Dottie Migliaccio.
Thursday a.m.: Annette Hodges & 
Jessica Taylor.

ITEMS FOR SALE?
E-mail	your	ad	to	otownews@otowfl.com	
by noon on the 12th of the month. See 
Classifieds	page	for	more	information.

®

®

UPCOMING PUBLICATION
April Issue

Thursday,	April	1,	2021

See page 2 for publication schedule.

®

®
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FITNESS SCHEDULE

Larry Robinson
(352) 387-3571

larry_robinson@otowfl.com

Fit Tips

Go Green
Spending time outdoors pro-

vides great health benefits! On Top 
of the World has many opportuni-
ties to engage in green spaces. The 
warmth of the sun, a breezy bike 
ride or some quiet time in a natu-
ral setting can do wonders for your 
body and brain. Try these fit tips to 
boost both health and happiness:

FIT TIP #1: Expose yourself to 
sunlight. Sunlight is how nature 
helps us make vitamin D. Just five 
to 15 minutes a day lend important 
benefits for bones, blood cells and 
immune function. In winter, you 

may need more than five to 15 min-
utes.

FIT TIP #2: Take a stroll on the 
Longleaf Pine Trail. The trailhead 
is adjacent to the Arbor Confer-
ence Center. In addition to getting 
physical exercise, studies show 
that being in “green spaces” is also 
good for improving temperament, 
concentration and focus. Natural 
light and outdoor experiences are 
great for releasing mood-boosting 
chemicals in your brain!

FIT TIP #3: Go green with a 
friend. Time outside keeps you off 
the couch, and away from the TV 
and computer. Doing it with a com-
panion also brings in social well-
ness.

Terry Hoppes

Candler Hills
Men’s Golf

We welcomed new members 
Tom Joy, Mike Kelly, Brian Gauthier 
and Rick Schriewer.

The league play for Tuesday, 
Feb. 2 was cancelled due to inclem-
ent weather. I thought about call-
ing my buddies in Pennsylvania 
who had 24 inches of snow to see if 
they cancelled but I thought it wise 
not to.

Congratulations to Tom Joy and 
Robert Dellapenna for their great 
rounds relative to quota Tuesday, 
Jan. 26.

Team Best Balls
Jan. 19

A/B Flight: -9-Bill Lock and Lyle 
Gave. Tie at -5–David Fosdick and 
Rick Strynar, David Butler and Mike 
Cunningham. Tie at -3–Tommy Lowe 
and Don Edmond, Lonnie Page and 
Joe Jingco.
C/D Flight: -8–Gilbert Green and 
George Brombacher. Tie at -6–Rob-
ert Springmann and Tim Williams, 
Joe Pruss and Frank Esposito. -5–
James Dewey and Tom Joy.

Quota in Flights
Jan. 26

Flight 1: +4–Lonnie Page. +2–Marty 
Brown. 0–Mike Deahl. Tie at -2–Paul 
Sepulveda and David Fritz and Bill 
Lock
Flight 2: +1–Larry Smallwood. 0–
Dick Gromacki. Tie at -1–Mike Alto-
mare and David Fosdick. Tie at -2–
Virgel Jajalla and Bill Cline
Flight 3: Tie at +2–Joe Pruss and 
Rusty Zarrell. +1–Lyle Gave. 0 David 
Miller. -1–Mori Fierce
Flight 4: Tie at +5–Tom Joy and Rob-
ert Dellapenna. +3–Bill Searight. 
+2–Tim Beaty. +1–Edwin Viloria. Tie 

at 0–George Brombacher and James 
Dewey.

Quota in Flights
Feb. 9

Flight 1: +1–William Cline. -1–David 
Fritz. -3–Robert Jahnke. Tie at -4–
Bill Lock and Joe Schuberth and Bill 
Wallenstein.
Flight 2: Tie at +3–David Fosdick 
and David Vermilya. -1–Dick Gro-
macki. -2–Mike Altomare. Tie at -3–
Lyle Gave and Ric Strynar.
Flight 3: +1–Michael Brajer. Tie 
at -1–Dennis McCourt and Rusty 
Zarrell. Tie at -2–Joe Wong and Rob-
ert Springmann. Tie at -3–Don Ed-
mond and Joe Pruss.
Flight 4: +6–Brad Best. +5–Bill 
Searight. +3–Ron Klouse. +1–Tim 
Williams. Tie at -2–Dutch Schulze 
and James Dewey.

For those of you who are looking 
for more information regarding our 
league, please visit CHMGA.org.

FREE BALANCE ASSESSMENTS
Recreation Center

Thursdays at 1 p.m.
To reserve your spot, call (352) 387-7534.

LOST OR FOUND A PET?
Call the S.P.C.A. hotline  
at	(352)	362-0985
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Arlo Janssen

New Dancin’  
On the Top

Eugenie Martin

Ballet Club

Paula Shira

Sidekicks
Western Dance

I believe that exercise is really 
good for the body.  I know it makes 
me feel better whenever I do it, and 
other dancers agree with me.  In 
addition, several dancers have told 
me that when they go to a doctor or 
other medical practitioner, they are 
complimented on their flexibility 
and/or good physical condition.  I 
am so happy to hear those com-
ments!  In ballet classes, we stay as 
well as we can and feel as good as 
we can. Plus, we have fun doing this 
together while dancing to beautiful 
music.

Our Friday class is now a begin-
ner class, which is great for new-
comers, and also a good technique 
class for more experienced danc-
ers. In it, we do dance combina-
tions, as we do in all our classes, 
but also add practice of individual 
steps to the shorter warm-up barre 
which we do to start the class.

All of our classes are held in 
the Arbor Conference Center Bal-
let Room.  To get there, you drive 
around the Arbor Fitness Cen-
ter to the building located at the 
back.  The Ballet Room is just to the 
left of the restrooms.

Our schedule is shown below:
• Tuesday and Thursday: Ad-

vanced Beginner from 1 to 
2:15 p.m.

• Friday: Beginner/technique 
from noon to 1:15 p.m.

• Saturday:  Advanced Begin-
ner from 11 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m.

As usual, beginners are welcome, 
and no ballet clothes are necessary 
to start.  All that is needed are ex-
ercise clothes, socks, a bottle of 
water, and a mask, of course.  We 
all wear masks and practice social 
distancing in the class. For any in-
formation about our classes, please 
call (352) 854-8589.  Happy danc-
ing!

The winter season is fading here 
in Florida and spring officially be-
gins Saturday, March 20. The New 
Dancin’ On the Top officers wish 
you and your family a happy St. 
Patrick’s Day to say goodbye to 
winter and start the spring sea-
son. We want you and our family of 
dancers to be safe and healthy. We 
want you to enjoy dancing when it 
returns fulltime to our great com-
munity. 

A great big “thank you” to all 
those club members who have vol-
unteered to help with our past and 
future dances. Our club provides 
dancing for everyone at all levels 
– ballroom, waltz, meringue, line, 
free style, slow, pattern dancing, 
etc.

The New Dancin’ On the Top club 
membership cards are here and are 
available for our club members and 
will be available at our first dance. 
Preparations are going on for our 
2021 dances to be held later this 
year. Please watch for any future 
changes to our New Dancin’ On the 
Top calendar. Our club members 
are anxious to do more dancing 
this year!

Keep checking for published 
dance flyers that you will see on 
the bulletin board later this spring 
and early this summer with these 
exciting themes along with ticket 
sale dates for each of our dances. 
Resident IDs will be required at the 
time of ticket purchase and for en-
try into the Recreation Center Ball-
room on our dance nights.

For club membership, ticket in-
formation, what the club is about, 
or if you want to help with our 
dances, please contact Jack or Jean 
Hester (919) 291-8542, (919) 669-
6919 or hestermulch@aol.com; or 
Donna Cottrell at (410) 591-7899. 

We are looking for volunteers to 
back up Jack and Jean as president 
and Donna as secretary/communi-
cation. Please call Jean or Donna if 
interested. The New Dancin’ On the 
Top club is open to all residents. 
Keep on dancing into the great year 
2021.

The Ides of March and the spring 
equinox are both upon us and ei-
ther way, March is shaping up to be 
a packed Sidekicks month.

Our beginners are just moving 
along with their dances and if the 
main group doesn’t watch out, they 
are going to be out-dancing us soon. 
The agenda is very ambitious. As 
of the writing of this column, they 
learned Rimrock Dreams, 16 Steps, 
Texas Waltz and Barn Dance. Next 
up will be El Paso Cha Cha, Purple 
Daze, Sweet Delights, Drinkin’ Part-
ners, El Paso Stroll and Blue Rose.

In February, the Sidekicks co-
ordinators demonstrated several 
dances to the club over a period of 
several weeks. The club then vot-
ed on which dance or dances they 
wanted to learn. Of course, shortly 
after that was done and the votes 
were tabulated, we all know what 
happened, so everything was put 
on hold. On Tuesday, March 2 we 
learned Traveling Swing (the #1 
vote getter) and then either Moon-
light Rumba or Fairytale. Both of 
those dances ranked as a close sec-
ond to Traveling Swing and hope-
fully we will get both of them on 
the floor before we close out this 
dance season.

The weather is still very pleas-
ant, and the new music is now in 
full swing at The Town Square on 
Thursdays so look for Sidekicks on 
the outside edge of the dance floor. 
We are grateful to the line dancers 
who have tweaked the music to in-
clude a couple of our favorites and 
always let us know what song will 
start the dancing on Thursday. You 
might see a large circle with all of 
us doing the same dance or you 
could see us break up and do dif-
ferent dances to a single song. We 
encourage our dancers to listen to 
the music and get up and give a 
dance a try.

The Sidekicks circle is never com-
plete without each and every one of 
you and there is always room for 
more. Please stay safe, follow all 
the protocols in place, and dance 
every day. 

Dancing is not only fun ... it is 
good for you.  Dance every chance 
you get.

Nancy Carmack

Line Dancing

Since our last column, most of 
you know that we have had major 
changes in the line dance world. 
Our professional line dance in-
structor, Marilyn McNeal, has re-
tired. We are sorry that it was nec-
essary for her to leave, but we were 
blessed to have her with us for over 
eight years and we will miss her 
teaching and smiling personality. 
She brought us many great dances 
over the years, and although we are 
always learning new ones, we will 
definitely be keeping those that 
were our favorites. 

Darlene Miller will be our new 
instructor beginning in September 
when the new season starts. She is 
a very experienced teacher, and I’m 
sure everyone will be pleased with 
Darlene’s style of teaching. The fol-
lowing is a message from her:

“I am honored to be following my 
good friend and fellow line dance 
instructor Marilyn McNeal into the 
On Top of the World line dance 
program in September.  Marilyn has 
shared so many wonderful things 
about the program and the dancers 
that I am really looking forward to 
being a part of this special activity.  
I have been teaching line dancing at 
all different levels for approximate-
ly 20 years.  My line dance journey 
has taken me from instructing in 
retirement communities and at 
workshops, to teaching on cruises, 
and for senior programs by Adven-
tHealth and Ocala Regional Medical 
Center.  My philosophy:  It doesn’t 
matter what level you dance at, just 
as long as you dance and have fun.”

During the interim period, which 
will continue through Monday, May 
24, our practice leaders will con-
duct the classes. Class schedules 
will remain the same except for the 
Improver class which will only have 
Wednesday practice.

New dancers will not be able 
to join classes until September as 
classes are full. As soon as passes 
are available for the fall season, 
sign-up can begin for everyone. If 
restrictions are still in place, there 
will still be a limited number of 
passes for each class.

Stay safe and happy dancing!

HANDICAP EQUIPMENT
Handicap equipment is loaned free to 

residents during their convalescent term 
– walkers, crutches, canes or wheelchairs. 
For more information, call the Recreation 

Center	at	(352)	854-8707. ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala
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Joe Lawson

Horseshoe
League

Jim Russell & Bill Ballweg

Cornhole Club

OPEN PLAY: The Cornhole 
Club’s big event of the year is just 
two weeks away with preparations 
for our annual picnic kicking into 
high gear. This year’s event will be 
our first at the new Veterans Park 
facility Saturday, March 13, from 
noon to 3 p.m. It will be catered by 
Lee’s Famous Recipe Chicken that 
will provide their usual selections 
of delicious fried chicken and side 
dishes. Club members can look for-
ward to a great time and lots of ac-
tivities including cornhole related 
contests played for fun and prizes 
as well as drawings for valuable 
door prizes. 

Of course, we will be adhering 
to all safety protocols to insure we 
have a safe outdoor gathering. If 
you have yet to register to attend, 
only a few days remain for you to 
get your name on the list. Contact 
Jim Russell at jimrussell44@out-
look.com or (352) 861-6355.The 
cutoff date for registering is Friday, 
March 5.

March also signals the return 
of daylight saving time Sunday, 

Photo by Glen Richard
Holiday season winners: Men’s league champs (left) The 
Undertakers (Bob Helf and Bill Ballweg); and mixed 
doubles league champs (right) The Teachers (Joe Lawson 
and Donna Hansen).

March 14; so, starting Monday, 
March 15, we will switch open play 
to Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays 
at 7 p.m. As usual, come early and 
sign in. When we have 24 players 
logged in, we›ll begin play.

LEAGUE PLAY: I always enjoy 
spending quality time outside in 
sub-50-degree temperatures with 
cloudy skies and high winds. You 
might disagree but if you were 
playing competitive cornhole you 
would change your mind. The win-
ter league season is underway and 
despite some chilling temperatures 
the competition is hot. 

MEN’S LEAGUE: With the addi-
tion of six new players the league 
has expanded to eight teams. The 
competition is tough with some 
new teams showing surprising 
strength. At this writing The Un-
dertakers have taken the early 
lead in the standings but followed 
closely by the always tough Dirt 
Bags (Rick Dikeman and Dwight 
Weirich) and a new team the Corn 
Slingers (Charles Lemme and Glen 
Richard) who have separated them-
selves from the pack. It has been a 
very competitive season and with 
half the season remaining we will 
witness some great play from some 
great players.

MIXED LEAGUE: Five new play-
ers were added this season, so the 

We want to welcome back all our 
snowbird players. We are sched-
uled to start a winter league Tues-
day, Jan. 5 at 10 a.m. Our league 
plays three games each week. The 
league is also handicapped to give 
each player (whether a new play-
er or just a little older player) the 
chance to be competitive with the 
better players (the same as golf or 
bowling).

Our games consist of a total of 
40 shoes per each game. Players 
under the age of 70 throw from 
about 37 feet; while those over 70, 
along with the ladies throw from 
about 30 feet. Each week we draw 
chips to decide who will be playing 
on each pit. There will be four play-
ers assigned to each pit. The loser 
at each end after 40 shoes will walk 

Photo by Joe Lawson
Horseshoe tri-county match against Del Webb #2.

to the other end to play another 
opponent. After this game the two 
players who have not played each 
other, play. Our scores are record-
ed after each game. Each week the 
handicap is redone so it is always 
up to date.

The board members returned 
from the tri-county league meet-
ing at The Villages Thursday, Dec. 
10, 2020 and were told that the tri-
county league will have 11 different 
teams entered. Tri-county is made 
up of different retirement com-
munities with The Villages having 
four teams. Our team will play each 
team once and will have one bye 
week for a 11-week season. These 
games are every Thursday with a 
home and away schedule that will 
start Thursday, Jan. 7.

We are still looking for anyone 
who would like to come try throw-
ing horseshoes; and we will offer 
instruction to assist any player. We 
have open practice each Tuesday 
starting at 10 a.m. Come meet and 
make new friends.

league expanded to nine teams. 
Leading the pack at the midway 
point is the defending champion 
– The Teachers (Donna Hansen 
and Joe Lawson). Following closely 
behind are the Cornhuskers (Rob-
in and Bill Ballweg) and Clueless 
(Bruce Combs and Dwight Weirich). 
It will be a long season, and any-
thing can happen, but we can ex-
pect some excellent play by some 
very great teams. 

WOMEN’S LEAGUE: Our inaugu-

ral women’s league is progressing 
nicely with two teams leading the 
pack. The Seekers (Donna Lawson 
and Angela Ward) are in first place 
followed by Working Girls (Robin 
Ballweg and Karen Jensen).    

Join the fun. League play is com-
petitive and offers three choices 
in doubles play including men’s, 
women’s and mixed leagues. If you 
are interested in playing contact 
Bill Ballweg at waballweg@yahoo.
com.
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Arts &
Entertainment

March 2021All the events, fun and more!

We have all seen those beauti-
ful painted horses around Ocala, 
including “Inspiration” located at 
Circle Square Commons. There’s 
quite a history behind those works 
of art, and on Monday, March 1, 
the new Horse Fever 20/20 herd 
will be grazing on the front lawn of 
Circle Square Cultural Center. From 
there, they will be herded into the 

Photo by Ray Cech
On Top of the World’s newest horse, “Celestial Magic,” was designed and painted by 
Michele Farrar. 

Circle Square Cultural Center lobby 
through Saturday, March 27. The 
horses will be available to greet 
you from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday 
through Saturday. 

On Top of the World’s newest 
horse, “Celestial Magic,” was de-
signed and painted by Michele Far-
rar. It will, no doubt, be leading the 
pack, and will be on permanent dis-

Horse Fever 20/20  
on Display
By Ray Cech 
World News Writer

play from that day forward.
This year, Horse Fever’s 20th an-

niversary, is co-chaired by Laurie 
Zink, one of the original founders 
of Horse Fever. Jo Layman, gener-
al manager of Circle Square Com-
mons, joins Laurie as co-chair.

About 20 years ago, Laurie Zink, 
influenced by our city’s motto, 
“Horse Capital of the World,” and 
imagined an opportunity to turn 
that slogan into a charitable pro-
gram to raise money for the arts. 
With the energy and perseverance 
that defines Laurie, she founded 
Horse Fever as that channel. Start-
ing originally with 53 fiberglass 
painted horses, it turned out to 

be one of the most successful art 
projects in the country. This year, 
Horse Fever 20/20 is expected to 
raise more than $500,000 for the 
arts

The Horse Fever committee, call-
to-artists, provides specific guide-
lines for those artists wanting to 
participate in designing and paint-
ing one of the fiberglass horses. 
This year there were 31 artist sub-
missions. They submitted their 
designs to five jurors, who after a 
great deal of deliberation, selected 
the 15 finalists. The artists then 
had approximately seven weeks 
to complete their creations. Once 
completed, each horse was clear 
coated to preserve their finish. 

Local companies, and at times in-
dividuals, will purchase a horse that 
will then go on display throughout 
Marion County. This year, 11 beau-
tiful, themed horses have been pur-
chased. An additional three will be 
raffled off, and one will go to auc-
tion. Raffle tickets are $100 each 
and can be purchased downtown 
at Marion Cultural Alliance, 23 SW 
Broadway.

Saturday, Feb. 13, was family 
day for Horse Fever 20/20. The full 
herd was on display, outdoors at 
Transformco (SW 52nd Avenue, 
Ocala). Adults and children alike 
were able to get up close and en-
joy their brilliant colors and cre-
ative designs. Artists were on hand 
to answer questions and discuss 
what went into the making of their 
horse, from its creative theme, de-
sign, and final painting. 

Refreshments and savory snacks 
kept visitors nourished as they ad-
mired the artwork, talked with art-
ists, and snapped lots of photos.

In the photo, standing next to 
“Celestial Magic,” the horse she 
painted, is Michele Farrar – vet-
erinarian and artist. It is the horse 
that Kenneth Colen selected for 
permanent display at On Top of 
the World. Michele told us that she 
painted “Celestial Magic” in her 
living room over a period of some 
80 hours. She said that her design 
replicates exact markings of her 
former horse, “Magic.” For more 
than five years, Michell and Magic 
entered and won several obstacle 
course competitions – “Magic and 
I were inseparable,” she said, “and 
so, my heart and soul went into 
painting Celestial Magic for Horse 
Fever 20/20.”

Welcome to our newest mem-
bers: Donna V., Jo K., Linda M., Sally 
G., and Vicky S.

The Sunshine Quilters Club cal-
endar for the month is as follows: 

• Tuesday, March 9: Hobo bag 
instruction by Whitney.

• Tuesday, March 16: Sit and 
sew.

• Tuesday, March 23: Rail 
fence block-of-the-month in-
struction by Linda. 

Save the date for Tuesday, April 
6 for an outside spring event with 
details to be announced.

This month, Sunshine Quilters 
features club member Lisa Augus-
tine. Lisa and her husband, Ed, mar-
ried in 1984, owned their On Top of 
the World home for 10 years prior 
to becoming full time Floridians 
in 2014. Living her entire life near 
Philadelphia in Delaware Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania, opportunities 
abound to enjoy the city’s cultural 
offerings such as museums, the-
aters, and Longwood Gardens. Lisa 
is a 1977 marine science graduate 
from Kutztown College. Her career 
path was primarily an archivist for 
clinical records, a project manager, 
and implementing new systems for 
an IT department. Her work experi-
ence came about with a transplant 
laboratory, later with a company 
that developed tests to determine 
the capability of transplant patients 
and donors, and finally working for 
a company that focused on pumps 
primarily for diabetic children. 

When Lisa was 11 years old, her 
parents gave her a Sears sewing ma-
chine which kick-started her sewing 
interest. Besides making curtains 

Photo by Gail Schultz
Lisa Augustine and her quilt.

Love to Quilt
By Karen Luther

and apparel, she shares that every 
summer she made bikinis for her 
sisters and herself. It wasn’t until 
2017 she started piecing quilts. She 
enjoys making quilts for family and 
friends. Her favorite themed quilts 
include music, dog, New Orleans, 
beach, and swimming. Her favorite 
sewing machine is a Baby Lock. 

Being a theorem painter for many 
years, combined with her love for 
color, gives her a skill set of coordi-
nating fabric colors for her quilts. 

Lisa’s go-to website is Missouri 
Star Quilt Company. 

Without a doubt, our members 
are her favorite thing about Sun-
shine Quilters. “I love taking a 
question or project to them, talk-
ing it over and then sharing the 
final result with them. The ladies 
are so much fun to be with and are 
all so giving. They aren’t just fel-
low quilting enthusiasts but also 
good friends. They make me feel 
welcome the minute I walk in. I 
was also lucky enough to have one 
woman take me under her wing 
and be my quilting mentor.”

Come join Sunshine Quilters! 
We welcome anyone interested in 

quilting. One-on-one mentoring is 
available to all interested. The club 
meets on Tuesdays from 9:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. as well as our weekly 
sit and sew on Wednesdays from 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. in the Hobby 
Building Art Room. Yearly dues are 
$10. A club meeting is held once a 
month. 

Our focus is on supporting Al-
pha Center for Women and Marion 
Senior Services, as well as learning 
new sewing techniques, working on 
our own projects, and socializing 
among members. For more infor-
mation about Sunshine Quilters, 
contact Lisa at (610) 304-1273.
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ShutterBugs are proud to pres-
ent our master class winners from 
our recent photo contest. Thanks 
to all the ShutterBugs who entered 
their photos and to the readers who 
checked our website to see them at 
otowspc.com. 

Our first place winner, John 
Ware, captured this step back in 
time at Bath, England. As his tour 
group entered the city, the guide 
said that this was the most pictur-
esque view. He had to walk a good 
distance to get back to the bridge 
where he took this shot.  He says, 
“Bath was a very unique and inter-
esting city to visit but you wouldn’t 
want to put your hand in the water 
inside the Roman bath – very nasty 
looking stuff.”  

I was awarded second place for 
my photo from the windy state of 
Michigan. It was early October, and 
the wind was blowing at a full gale 
across the lake that day. I loved all 
the action caused by the wind – the 
water spray, the detritus on the 
beach, the bent trees and the ex-
tended flag. But best was that vivid, 
wrathful sky.

John Ware also won third place 

Photo by ShutterBug John Ware 
Bird for lunch. 

for his bone-snacking chipmunk. It 
was taken during a visit to Rocky 
Mountain National Park just out-
side Estes Park, Colorado.  He says 
“We were visiting an old homestead 
located in the park when I noticed 
a little chipmunk eating something. 
Then it dawned on me he was 
snacking on the remains of a bird.  
I think it was eating the bones for 
nutrition as winter was coming.  I 
thought it unusual to see some-
thing like that – I didn’t know that 
chipmunks ate other animals.”

ShutterBugs’ month-long March 
exhibit in the Master the Possibili-
ties lobby is by our master photog-
rapher, John Ware. Looking for in-
spiration? Whether you seek beauty 
in architecture, landscape, wildlife, 
or beautiful Florida sunsets, come 
see them through John’s eyes. He 
says, “We are blessed in our com-
munity to find all of these if you 
just seek them out. Florida and our 
area of the central part of the state 
offer many photo opportunities so 
get out there and enjoy what our 
area has to offer.”

There’s more to see on our club 
website at otowspc.com. You can 
view our members’ galleries, along 
with our past years photography 
contest winners, or find updated 
schedule information.

For more information contact 
Gary Uhley, our club president, at 
(352) 854-8536 or gsuhley@gmail.
com.

Photo by ShutterBug John Ware 
Bath, England.

Photo by ShutterBug Connie Filip
Gale advisory on Lake Michigan. 
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Linda Lohr

Sewing Bees

Chris Kilbride

Artistic 
Crafts & Gifts

The Artistic Crafts and Gifts 
group’s Tuesday craft show at the 
Recreation Center Ballroom is from 
9 a.m. to noon each week. Our web-
site ArtisticCrafts.org will give you 
a glimpse of what you’ll find each 
Tuesday and includes the listings 
of our virtual vendors. 

Feel free to connect with any 
crafter throughout the week if you 
find something you would like to 
purchase. All resident crafters are 
welcome to sell virtually on our 
website and inquire about a table 
at our Tuesday show.

This month we feature the back-
ground of Frank Dole who retired 
in 2016 after 22 years as a hospice 
chaplain, and moved here from 
Niceville, Florida with his wife, Cin-
dy. He chose making walking sticks 
because of the skill level to get 
started and his love for spending 
time in the woods. Searching for 
and collecting the potential walk-
ing stick was part of the challenge, 
as was carrying freshly cut sticks 
for a mile in the woods.

The debarking process was a 
skill Frank learned from YouTube.
com videos. Having built his own 
shaving horse and using a draw 
knife purchased from a local an-

Photo by Frank Dole
Frank Dole displays a variety of his uniquely carved walking 
sticks. 

tique shop, he quickly learned that 
nothing is as easy as it looks on 
YouTube. Soon he began to carve 
spirals and shapes on the walking 
sticks using a Dremel power tool. 
Then he progressed to making 
custom canes, being more useful 
in a retirement community. Carv-
ing evolved to more detailed wood 
spirits or mountain men. Using 
the correct bit and controlling the 
outcome has been a fun learning 
experience. His first carvings now 
look rather primitive, but one must 
never be afraid to start somewhere.  

 Frank loves to see the wood 
grains and the flow of the piece 
take shape, always appreciating 
the natural beauty of wood which 
adds to the thrill of discovery. 
There is beauty within, even from 
a piece of discarded firewood from 
his brother-in-law’s firewood busi-
ness in Alabama, where several 
of Frank’s carvings are sold at his 
roadside stand. Each individual 
variety of wood shows their dis-
tinct characteristics, as he chooses 
white and red oak, hickory, pecan, 
cedars, walnut, and pine from Ala-
bama and Florida. Using mineral oil 
brings out the wood grain, while 
using wood stains mostly for con-
trast or highlighting.

Sales have been limited to local 
craft shows and sharing Facebook 
pictures. Hopefully Frank will set 
up at a local flea market and add a 
shop page to his website.

For those who have never visited 

on Tuesday, please take an hour 
and go by and see the wide variety 
of quality items for sale. All ven-
dors are now part of our virtual 
website also, so you can see every-
one’s crafts even if you can’t get to 
the weekly show. Any vendor can 
make arrangements for you to pur-

chase items throughout the week.
If you have your own artistic en-

deavor you wish to sell, please con-
tact us through our website Artis-
ticCrafts.org where our coordinator 
Rene can answer all your questions.

As our new year has started, we 
are now collecting dues of $15 per 
year or $7.50 for snowbirds to build 
up our treasury as we were not able 
to hold Rags to Riches.

Several residents have been com-
ing in person to sew quilts, tie the 
quilts or pin quilts to be sewn. Ani-
mal pillows have to be sewn and 
stuffed, tote bags for the children 
have to be sewn and we also make 
ditty bags to hold small toiletries. 

Others come in to pick up proj-
ects as they prefer to sew at home 
at this time. Either way, the cre-
ations are made and delivered to Photo by Linda Lohr

Detail of a donated quilt.

various agencies each month. 
We’ve had many wonderful do-

nations of material and we thank 
each and every one of our donors! 
Currently we are in need of cash 
donations to purchase the batting 
needed for our quilts. Donations 
can be mailed to me at 8387 SW 
84th Loop or they can be dropped 
off to the hive any Thursday, from 
12:30 to 3 p.m. Thank you in ad-
vance.

Our mission is to provide com-
fort for the abused, abandoned, 
and neglected children of Marion 
County. Your donations all year 
long help us to do just that. Stop 
by our hive on any Thursday in the 
Hobby Building Art Room, from 
12:30 to 3 p.m. We would be happy 
to show you our creations made 
with love for the children. You may 
find our club is just what you have 
been looking for to round out your 

week.
Please contact Kathy Nardone at 

(352) 300-3063 or Marsha Schneer 

at (813) 920-3487 with any ques-
tions or concerns.
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Linda Barilli

View from  
the Library

Linda Toner

Poetry

Jan Spielvogel

Happy Hookers

Spring
The winter cold chills my bones
The winter wind whistles and 

moans,
But I stay warm where I abide
With you, my friend, by my side.
I await the warmth of  spring,
When sunshine and flowers it 

will bring
Not winter’s cold nor summer’s 

heat,
Spring’s balmy temperature, I 

will greet.
So, I won’t go out in cap and 

sweater,
I’ll wait until the weather’s bet-

ter!

Happy Hookers continues to 
meet separately and work privately 
on their projects. We continue to 
anxiously wait for the time we will 
be able to bring our group together.  

A friend recently shared 
a very good article (nytimes.
com/2020/12/19/at-home/knit-
ting-mood-booster.html) on how 
knitting is very well suited for stay-
ing home and restricting our social 
circles.  Even if you are doing some 
other kind of handcraft the insights 
shared from this article still apply. 

Here are some of those insights:
• Knitting (and other hand-

craft work) provides mental 
health benefits.  A recent 
survey of knitters by the 
Abo Akademi University in 
Finland indicated that they 
felt knitting “can be a coun-
terbalance to a stressful job, 
hectic lifestyle or other de-
manding situations in life.” 
-There are two types of knit-
ters: those who focus on the 
results (a sweater, mittens, 
a gift for an upcoming baby 
shower) and those who fo-
cus on the process. Process 
knitters knit for knitting’s 
sake. They value the sooth-
ing repetitive motions, the 
feel of the yarn running 
through their fingers, relish 
the colors, the act of cre-
ation. They enjoy the good 
things that come with it 
without having to fuss about 
their work being perfect.  
-If you are more results fo-
cused then when you are 
making something for some-
one you love or care about, 

you are thinking about them 
with every single stitch, and 
somehow that can feel less 
lonely even though you are 
doing it all alone.

• Some knitting groups that 
used to meet in yarn shops 
or other locations have gone 
virtual in these past months. 
They provide social gather-
ings but also a way for knit-
ters to offer and get help 
with their stitching. These 
virtual groups also are able 
to expand to people who live 
far away or even in other 
countries. Some are planning 
to keep going even if the lo-
cal group is able to physical-
ly meet again.

Happy Hookers is open to all res-
idents. When we are able to meet as 
a group, we will meet year-round on 
Mondays, from 1:30 to 3 p.m. in the 
Hobby Building Art Room. There 
are no dues, agenda or penalties 
for missing a meeting, arriving late 
or leaving early.  Life can and does 
interfere at times, and we would 
hate for that to hold you back. 
What we do have is a large group of 
ladies busy with crocheting, knit-
ting, needlepointing, card crafting, 
embroidering and handcrafting of 
all kinds. This is a very talented 
group that’s never too busy to help 
someone with a difficult pattern 
or stitch. We welcome newcomers 
with open arms. Attendees should 
bring whatever they happen to be 
working on.  

If you have any questions about 
our club, you may call Naomi Ber-
man at (352) 873-4328. If you 
have yarn, pattern books, knitting 
needles, crochet hooks or other  
crafting tools that you no longer 
have a use for, donations are always 
appreciated.  Please bring them on 
Mondays during our meeting time 
or contact Ellyn Weir at (352) 509-
4355 to arrange for pickup.

There was a statue of the Virgin 
Mary that was so lovely, made from 
rosewood and delicately painted, 
that Bernadette’s great grandfather 
stole it from an altar in Rome and 
brought it back to Ireland to woo 
the redheaded girl of his dreams.  
The statue was passed down to Ber-
nadette and showcased in a place 
of honor.

Bernadette and her husband 
lived in a four-story home on Union 
Square in Boston, Massachusetts.  
When she passed away, the statue 
was passed on to her two adopted 
sons.  By accident, the boys dis-
covered their real mother when 
they were in their 20s and were 
surprised to find that they had a 
sister.  “Run” by Ann Patchett is 
an easy read and can be found in 
hardcover fiction.

“Hidden History of the Boston 
Irish, Little-Known Stories from Ire-
land’s ‘Next Parish Over’” by Peter 
F. Stevens is a compilation of peo-
ple and events. Following the great 
Irish famine, many Irish families 
immigrated to Boston, Massachu-
setts.  The Protestant Yankees did 
not welcome the Catholic Irish with 
open arms.  But the Irish eventu-
ally were recognized as Americans.  
Here are a few of the highlights.

In 1841, over 2,000 Irish had 
their first parade.  By the 1900s, the 
St Patrick’s Day parade had march-
ing bands.  In 1828, the Boston Beer 
Company was founded and was 
embraced by Irish laborers.  

In 1821, Mary O’Connell arrived 
in Boston from Ireland.   Her mis-
sion was nursing.  Her innovative 
triage techniques during the Civil 
War are still standard practice.  In 

1911, Margaret Foley crusaded for 
women and the trade union move-
ment.  In 1920, the 19th Amend-
ment was passed, giving women 
the right to vote.

In 1911, Fenway Park was built 
by Irish immigrants. In 1902, Pat-
rick Collins became Boston’s first 
Irish mayor.

This gem can be found in non-
fiction labeled 974 STE.

“Lower East Side Oral Histories,” 
interviews by Nina Howes and edit-
ed by Eric Ferrara, illuminates why 
New York City is the quintessential 
melting pot with over 800 languag-
es spoken.  It can be found in non-
fiction labeled 973 HOW.

In “My Old Neighborhood Re-
membered, A Memoir,” Avery Cor-
man writes about life in the Bronx 
between 1940 and 1950.  Corman 
went to P.S. 33 on Jerome Avenue, 
with 33 students in his class and 
inkwells in the desks, then on to 
DeWitt Clinton High School.  He 
was six years old when Pearl Harbor 
got bombed.  They were children of 
the home front during World War 
II. They followed the war reading 
comic books.  May 31, 1946 was 
the first Memorial Day parade on 
the Grand Concourse.  

Corman will warm your heart 
with memories of roller skating, 
ring-o-levio, skelly, jump rope, off 
the wall with a Spaldeen, and mar-
bles. And don’t forget the corner 
candy store, the Whitestone drive-
in, Orchard Beach and Alexanders. 
Labeled B Corman, Avery in the bi-
ography section.

Rita and all of the volunteers are 
available to assist with finding the 
authors and titles that you are in-
terested in.  Enjoy our wonderful 
library.

OTOWInfo.com

GOT TRASH?
Please put all trash in compactor.
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Karaoke Friends

Joanie Ford

Art Group

When I was a child I always heard, 
“Everyone’s Irish on St. Patrick’s 
Day.” In our country it is a day for 
green beer and parades. Irish soda 
bread is a great treat.

How did this celebration start 
and how did it get here? This day 
started as a religious celebration in 

Photo by Kathy Petrosky
Irish Santa.

the 17th century to celebrate the 
life of Saint Patrick and the arrival 
of Christianity in Ireland. It took 
place on the anniversary of Pat-
rick’s passing, which was believed 
to be March 17, 461 AD.

As Irish immigrants came to our 
country so did the commemoration 
of this day. Boston claims to have 
had the first St. Patrick’s Day cel-
ebration in the American colonies. 
On March 17, 1737, the Irish gath-
ered to honor St. Patrick and form 
the Charitable Irish Society to as-
sist distressed Irishmen in the city.

Saint Patrick’s color was blue, 
not green. The use of green began 
in 1798 during the Irish Rebellion. 
Green came to represent national-
ism. Ireland is referred to as the 
Emerald Isle. The shamrock, which 
is green, is said to represent Saint 
Patrick’s teaching of the Blessed 
Trinity. The wearing of the green 
became a regular practice.

In Ireland, this day is celebrated 
with roast leg of lamb, shepherd’s 
pie, fish pies and Guinness beer. In 
America, we eat corned beef.

We have our traditional Ameri-
can Irish songs: “Does Your Mother 
Come From Ireland?,” “Danny Boy,” 
“When Irish Eyes Are Smiling,” “I’ll 
Take You Home Again, Kathleen,” 
“It’s the Same Old Shillelagh,” “Too 
Rah Loo Rah Loo Rah,” “Who Threw 
the Overalls in Mrs. Murphy’s 
Chowder?,” “MacNamara’s Band,” 
and “H A R R I G A N.”

You could look them up on You-
Tube.com to have an Irish sing 
along with your corned beef.

In Ireland you will hear Irish folk 
songs (also found on YouTube.
com): “Whiskey in the Jar” by The 
Dubliners; “The Fields of Athenry” 
by David Arkenstone; “Rocky Road 
to Dublin” by Luke Kelly; “The Wild 
Rover” by The Pogues; “Galway Girl” 
by Steve Earle; “The Irish Rover” by 
The Dubliners; “Dirty Old Town” by 
The Pogues; “Molly Malone” by Si-
néad O’Connor; and “Grace” by Jim 
McCann.

If you choose to do so on this 
day, celebrate with a song in your 
heart.

I am sitting here, staring at a 
blank sheet of paper. 

As an artist, I am thinking it is 
something like staring at a blank 
canvas. 

Most of the time, when I begin a 
painting, I have some idea where I 
am headed. 

Maybe I have seen something 
that inspired me, or maybe I just 
wonder, what would ‘that’ look like 
painted?

What I am inspired about, gives 
energy to what is within me and I 
feel a need to create; however, in-
spiration isn’t promised just to art-
ists. For every person is inspired 
daily. 

Maybe you are inspired to wear 
your favorite shirt or walk a dif-
ferent way on your morning walk. 
Maybe you are inspired to play a 
better game of golf or try a differ-
ent musical instrument. A baker 
may be inspired to choose a differ-
ent recipe. 

Where does this inspiration 
come from? 

My favorite definition of inspira-
tion is imbued with the spirit to do 
something. 

Our beingness, our breath, is 
our spirit. For when we aspire to 
do something, we are breathing 
life into it. When we expire, we 
breathe out, sometimes for the last 
time. When we conspire, we plot 
something together, as to literally 
breathe together. If we perspire, we 
breathe through. 

I find it most interesting that two 
people could look at a painting, lis-
ten to a concert, watch a football 
game, or a dance performance and 
feel two distinct different feelings 

Photo and painting by Joanie Ford
Sholom Park.

from the object they are viewing. 
One person enjoying the experi-
ence and one person barely tolerat-
ing it. 

You may have heard the story of 
George Fredrick Handel, when he 
was composing the Messiah. His 
meals were left outside his room 
when he was working. For several 
days his meals were left untouched. 

Finally, the person who was 
leaving the food, concerned about 
the composer’s welfare, opened 
the door and looked in. He found 
Handel weeping for sheer joy, so 
inspired by the music he was re-
ceiving. 

When referring to the “Hallelu-
jah” chorus, Handel exclaimed lat-
er, “I did think I did see all heaven 
before me, and the great God him-
self!” (source: npr.org)

I conclude there must be some-
thing in the spirit of artist and the 
spirit of viewer that is touched or 
connected when viewing. Perhaps 
the source of the inspiration lies in 
the viewer, or the listener. 

Great as art, music or the base-
ball game is, it can only affect you 
if you are open and receptive to it. 

We are all together living during 
these challenging times. None of 
us are immune to what is happen-
ing around us. We are creating our 
days, alone or together with a se-
lect few. We are adjusting and per-
haps somewhat lonely, some of us 
confused about what to believe. 

I challenge you to create some-
thing beautiful for yourself. It can 
be anything that you enjoy. Some-
thing special to eat, to see, or to do. 
Use your inspiration, your spirit to 
feed your soul during this special 
time in your life. 

As an artist, I have to remem-
ber to be gentle with myself. Not 
everything I create is “a winner.” I 
encourage you to do the same. Be 
gentle with yourself. We will all get 
through this together. 
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Nancy Grabowski

The New  
Pretenders

Linda Lohr

Rubber Stamp
Greeting Cards

Welcome to an exercise in jour-
nalism.  Oh, yes!  You read that cor-
rectly … and it’s all in good fun!  
What better group to use as our 
subject than The New Pretenders?  

Do you remember our “nutty 
professor” Bruce Herget?  He could 
handily lead this discussion on the 
basic five Ws and the old H.  Let’s 
get started!

Who?  The New Pretenders is 
an entertainment group that com-
bines music and comedy through-
out each performance.   All mem-
bers of the troupe are residents.  It 
was formed over 21 years ago.  Our 
member with the longest participa-
tion record is none-other than Mr. 
Kenneth Colen.  We’re very proud 
to make that announcement!

What?  The New Pretenders has 
a band that consistently backs up 
the singers and we’ve even been 
known to do some dancing. We 
arouse some memories while also 
putting a new spin on some favor-
ites. We have delighted our audi-
ences with comedy, a few skits, and 
some zany, unexpected turns in 
these presentations.  We are known 
for our beautifully decorated stage 
and costumes that rival those of 
any show on Broadway or in Las 
Vegas!

Where?  The New Pretenders en-

Photo by Lennie Rodoff
“Professor” Bruce Herget and “student” Joie Kurtz.
tertain on the stage in the Recre-
ation Center Ballroom.  Historical-
ly, three shows are delivered each 
year for residents and their guests.  
An abbreviated program is then of-
fered to at least four other commu-
nities in Marion County.

When?  The New Pretenders are 
currently awaiting the news which 
will answer that question.  Until it 
is safe for everyone, we remain on 
hold.  However, it should be noted, 
we are ready to roll.  We have se-
lected the music and assigned the 

parts.  Suffice it to say, we are anx-
ious to get back on stage!

Why?  The obvious answer is to 
perform for our audiences.  A more 
subtle reply would be to enjoy the 
spotlight.  The actual reason is to 
raise money for local charities.  
Some of our favorite causes are In-
terfaith Emergency Services, Hos-
pice of Marion County, Domestic 
and Violence Abuse Center, Ocala 
Ritz Veterans Village plus smaller 
organizations like the Sewing Bees 
within our community.

How?  You can get involved with 
this fun-loving group by contacting 
any member or Nancy Grabowski, 
who directs the group, at (352) 209-
4699.  The best part of belonging, 
aside from the astounding friend-
ships, is that we uncover the hid-
den talents in each of our mem-
bers.  There’s no need to worry 
about being too shy or having no 
experience, we are here to help with 
that!  Our troupe might just be the 
friends you haven’t met yet!  C’mon 
and give us a try.

The cold weather snap was a bit 
longer than it has been in many 
years. But this does give more of 
a reason to stay indoors and make 
cards!

As we still cannot meet, I would 
like to invite card makers to send 
me a photo of a card they are espe-
cially proud of. This is the time to 
show off your creativity! I will sub-
mit a photo monthly until we are 
meeting in person again.

Our group is open to all crafters 
– beginners or those more experi-
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Swap card by Cathy 
Lewandowski.

enced. One or two people do a pre-
sentation each month. The group 
meets the first and third Thursdays 
of the month at 1 p.m. in the Hobby 
Building Event Room. 

Anyone can be a presenter – and 
the cards do not have to be fancy or 
complicated. Our group is based on 
friendship, socializing and helping 
each other!

For information on any class or 
for general information, contact 
Kathy at the number/email below. 
There are basic supplies that are 

needed, such as a trimmer, glue, 
scissors, and card stock. Everyone 
in the group shares their supplies 
and everyone brings new ideas to 
the table. You are only limited by 
your imagination!

If you feel this might be a class 
you would enjoy, or if you have 
any questions, please contact 
Kathy Hoefer at (352) 237-6439 or 
kathyh508@yahoo.com. We look 
forward to introducing new people 
to our fun craft. Until then, keep on 
stampin’!

GOING OUT OF TOWN?
View or download a PDF of the World News at  ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala.
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Due to the current safety guide-
lines in place, the fifth annual Bun-
co for Babies fundraiser has been 
cancelled. Hopefully, this event can 
be rescheduled for next year. 

The tickets you have are non-
refundable as all proceeds were 
turned in to the March of Dimes 
when ticket sales were completed 
last year, prior to the lockdown. If 
you wish, I can provide you with a 
form letter noting your charitable 
tax-deductible contribution in the 
amount of the ticket price – $25. 
Please email me at mckigfy35@aol.
com or text me at (3520 615-2790. 

‘Bunco for Babies’ 
Fundraiser 
By Michelle Malsch

A few local merchants donated 
gift certificates for door prizes for 
the event. A random drawing was 
held to distribute these gift certifi-
cates as well as the cash prizes that 
were to occur in each of the bunco 
game winning categories. Each of 
your tickets were numbered and 
the drawing was based on the num-
bers that were printed on your tick-
ets. 

The random drawing determined 
the following prizes:

• Ticket #078–$100
• Ticket #019–$75 
• Ticket #125–$75
• Ticket #081–$50
• Ticket #067–$75 
• Ticket #037–$50
• Ticket #079–Studio 200 $100 

gift card
• Ticket #024–Pie-O-Mine $20 

gift card
• Ticket #027–Hair to Impress 

$20 gift card
• Ticket #108–Azulene Day 

Spa $20 gift card
Please contact Micki Malsch at 

(352) 615-2790 or mckigfy35@aol.
com to claim your prize. Any un-
claimed prizes will be held over for 
next year’s event.

Thank you all for your support 
and understanding in these most 
trying times. Here’s to a healthy 
and happy year to come for us all!

John Kinser Hall

Poetry

The Fisherman 
The pastor in his office, 
a fish lure on his door. 
Reminding all who pass this 

way, 
the job he must adore. 

You see he is a fisherman, 
not just with hook or lure. 
The hook is just one symbol, 
the cross is his for sure. 

The fish lure on the office door, 
reminds us one and all. 
That fishing isn’t just his sport, 
for him, his lifetime call. 

Peter too loved fishing, 
the passage written pure. 
It isn’t any wonder that, 
this door displays a lure.

David Wesenberg

Concert Chorus

Concert Chorus activities are still 
temporarily suspended. However, 
we hope to be back for winter 2021. 
This is a great time to think about 
singing with the Concert Chorus 
when we can meet and begin pre-
paring a concert in September. We 
are all hopeful that will be the case.

Our fall concert focuses on mu-
sic for the holidays. Sharing famil-
iar songs, and introducing a few 
unfamiliar songs is great fun for 
our wonderful audience and great 
fun to sing.

Our spring performances are 
typically based on a musical theme 
and include show tunes and pop-
ular music that audiences know 
well. Some are challenging to sing, 
which is half the fun in preparing 
for them.

Singing is always a lot of fun! 
Especially with others. Join us and 
find out for yourself how much fun 
it is to sing and prepare our musi-
cal programs in the spring and fall. 
Contact May Ann Majni at (954) 
557-8176 or flmam68@aol.com for 
more information.

United Way
MyFreeTaxes.com lets everyone 

with a simple return file their fed-
eral and state tax returns for free. 
This is the only free, national, on-
line tax filing product offered by 
United Way. Since 2009, over 1.2 
million Americans have success-
fully filed using MyFreeTaxes.

MyFreeTaxes is powered by H&R 
Block; filing is easy, secure, and 
guaranteed to be 100 percent ac-
curate. Just upload a photo of your 
W-2 to start filing on mobile, tablet, 
or desktop. If you have questions 

Filing Taxes for Free
along the way, IRS-certified special-
ists are ready to answer your ques-
tions.
AARP

The AARP Foundation Tax-Aide 
program will offer free, individu-
alized tax preparation for low- to 
moderate-income taxpayers – espe-
cially those 50 and older – at more 
than 5,000 locations nationwide. 

For locations or questions, call 
(888) 687-2277, email taxaide@
aarp.org or visit AARP.org/findtax-
help. 

GOLF CART REGISTRATION
Resident Services

8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday
All residents in household must be 

present. Bring golf cart, resident I.D. 
and insurance policy (stating amount of 

bodily injury).

FREE BALANCE ASSESSMENTS
Recreation Center

Thursdays at 1 p.m.
To reserve your spot, call (352) 387-7534.

LEASH LAW 
Dogs must be on a leash at all times.
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Dave Cranmer

Model Railroaders

The Model Railroaders hosted 
our first open house in our new 
room at the Hobby Building in De-
cember 2020, which was well at-
tended. Both the HO and G-scale 
layouts were operating on both 
days. We had over 150 people stop 
by. Our thanks to all the members 
who helped with the open house 
and with the Christmas train dis-
play at Master the Possibilities.

At our January meeting, the club 
welcomed new members – John 
Mastro, Jim Entinger, and Roy Rus-
sell. Plans for the year were dis-
cussed, including adding the Lio-
nel-gauge layout in the center of 
the room.

The Model Railroaders Club is al-
ways welcoming new members and 
you are invited to stop by. The lay-
out is located in the Hobby Building 
Train Room. Club members work 
on the layout during the week and 
run trains on Fridays, from 2 to 4 
p.m., which is open to the residents 
to view the displays. Our meetings 
are held the first Wednesday of the 
month at 9 a.m. in the Hobby Build-
ing Event Room. 

For more information, please vis-
it our Facebook page (OTOW Model 
Railroad Club).

Photo by Allison Cranmer
Model Railroaders Club open house in December 2020.

REPLACEMENT CAR DECALS
Resident Services

8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday
Bring your car, resident I.D.,  
auto	registration	and	$10.
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The lucky winner 
of “Where in the World?” 
receives a free LOVE OTOW 
t-shirt! To be entered to 
win, please email your 
name (must be an On Top 
of the World Communi-
ties resident), address, 
answer (name of photo 
location) and selfie at the lo-
cation to otownews@otowfl.
com by 5 p.m. Thursday, 
March 11, 2021. We will ran-
domly draw a winner from 
the correct responses. The 
winner will be contacted via 
email and announced (with 
their selfie) in the April is-
sue of the World News.

February’s 
Winners

Jane & Jeanne  
Bennett-Bailey

Victory Garden 

(next to the

Veterans Park)
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FOR SALE, WANTED AND LOST/
FOUND ADS: There is no charge 
to residents as long as it is not of a 
business	 nature.	 There	 is	 a	 $500	
limit on FOR SALE items. Items 
valued	at	more	 than	$500	 (i.e.	golf	
carts) may be listed, but price will not 
accompany the ad. Auto, apartment, 
financial	 service,	 home,	 legal,	 real	
estate, and timeshare ads WILL NOT 
be accepted. Ads may be emailed to 
otownews@otowfl.com.	

ESTATE/TAG SALE ADS: There is 
no charge to residents, however, 
residents must register their estate/
tag sale with Resident Services 
at Friendship Commons. Visit 
ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala 
and click on “Resident Info” to 
download the appropriate form for 
your community and submit it to 
Resident	Services	by	the	10th	of	the	
month prior to publication. 

SERVICE ADS: Will be accepted 
from residents and non-residents 
and may be emailed to otownews@
otowfl.com.	 For	 advertising	 rates,	
visit ontopoftheworldnews.com/
ocala and click on “Advertising 
Rates.”

AD DEADLINE: Noon on the 
12th of the month. If the deadline 
falls on a weekend, then it’s noon 
on the Friday before. For more 
information, call (352) 387-7466, 
email	otownews@otowfl.com	or	visit	
ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala

The publisher reserves the right to 
reject any ad which, in his judgment, 
would not be in the best interest of 
the residents of On Top of the World 
Communities.

CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale
Appliances: Sunbeam cool mist 
humidifier, $7. Magic Bullet Des-
sert Bullet, $15. (352) 291-7670 
or (352) 207-1552.

Automobile Accessories: Toyota 
Rav 4 Weather Tech black front 
and back floor liners, fits 2013-
2018, $75. Toyota Rav 4 cargo 
mat, reversible (carpet/vinyl), 
$30. (352) 854-9297.

Clothing: Kasper polyester suits 
(2), 12P, light beige and royal 
blue, $15 each. (352) 291-7670 
or (352) 207-1552.

Electronics: Polk Audio sound 
bar with woofer, $35. (612) 723-
4703.

Furniture: Glass & wood cabinet 
with 5 glass shelves, $125.14. 
Gate leg dropleaf  table, $112.28. 
Tile top round table with 4 chairs, 
$139.04. (352) 857-8219.

Furniture: Lay-Z-Boy double elec-
tric recliners with center console. 
Dark brown leather with mainte-
nance kit. (352) 861-9668.

Golf Equipment: New Balance 
golf  shoes, 10 ½ D, $35. Dozen 
Wilson Ultra golf  balls, $15. Golf  
gloves L regular, $3. Bag of  100 
tees, $2. (352) 854-5713.

Misc. Items: Canon Sure Shot 
film camera with case, $10. 
White foam back roller, $3. (352) 
291-7670 or (352) 207-1552.

Music Instrument: Slingerman 
Classic 1962 drum set com-
plete with all original, snare, BD, 
floor TT, side TT, hardware and 
cymbals. Make offer. (352) 361-
6504.

Sports Equipment: Santana Fu-
sion tandem bicycle, $500. (773) 
677-0636.

Sports Equipment: 10’6” Cali-
fornia Board Company stand 
up paddle board with paddle & 
life vest, $225. SeaSucker vacu-
um mounted car rack for paddle 
board, $175. (352) 509-7225.

Tag Sales
Thursday, March 4 & Friday, 
March 5: 10066 SW 91st Place 
(Avalon), 9 a.m. to noon.

Friday, March 5 & Saturday, 
March 6: 9836, 9849 SW 99th 
Loop (Crescent Ridge), 8 a.m. to 
1 p.m. • 8969-C SW 95th Street, 
(Friendship Park), 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. • 8647 SW 83rd Loop (Can-
dler Hills), 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. • 
9650-D SW 85th Avenue (Friend-
ship Village), 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Saturday, March 6: 9105 SW 91st 
Circle (Williamsburg), 8 a.m. to 
noon • 9005, 9028, 9033, 9056, 
9068, 9112, 9129, 9156, 9205, 
9262, 9270 SW 91st Circle, 9169 
SW 91st Terrace, 9259, 9310 
SW 92nd Lane (Williamsburg), 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. • 9275 SW 92nd 
Place Road (Williamsburg), 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. • 8883-F SW 93rd 
Lane (Friendship Colony), 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. • 9119 SW 91st Circle 
(Williamsburg), 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
• 9185 SW 90th Street, 9044 SW 
91st Circle, 9309 SW 92nd Lane 
(Williamsburg), 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Friday, March 12 & Saturday, 
March 13: 9010 SW 99th Court 
Road, 9102 SW 102nd Circle 
(Avalon), 8 a.m. to noon • 9434 
SW 86th Street Road (Stone-
bridge), 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. • 8711 
SW 92nd Place (Friendship Colo-
ny), 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Saturday, March 13: 8641 SW 
88th Loop (Candler Hills), 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. • 8296, 8308, 8350, 
8368, 8399, 8416, 8429, 8441, 
8517 SW 82nd Circle (Candler 
Hills), 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. • 8639 
SW 83rd Loop (Candler Hills), 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Friday, March 19 & Saturday, 
March 20: 9040 SW 91st Circle 
(Williamsburg), 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
• 8841-E SW 91st Street (Friend-
ship Colony), 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. • 
9235 SW 91st Court Road (Re-
naissance), 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Saturday, March 20: 7918 SW 
83rd Place, 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.

Services
3T’s Lawn Care: Lawn mowing 
schedules, hedges, mulch, fall & 
spring clean-ups, crepe myrtle 
trimming. (352) 361-1555. 

4 My Love of Paws: Private or 
group obedience dog training 
and pet sitting. Nancy Courtney 
(757) 277-1114 (resident).

Alterations by Nancy: Reason-
able rates, experienced. (484) 
716-0270 (resident).

Andy Dahms Interior Painting: 
Your local professional painting 
contractor. Turn your place into 
a showpiece. Quality Sherwin-
Williams products. References 
available. Free estimates. Call or 
email at (941) 730-1381 or an-
dygoodeats1@gmail.com.

Appliance, A/C & Heat Repairs: 
Electrical & plumbing. Expe-
rienced and honest. Call Tom 
Parker (resident) anytime at 
(352) 873-1297.

Automotive Ceramic Wax Coat-
ing: Coupon $50 (Reg. $60)! In-
cludes interior detail & 2-hour 
professional package. Mark An-
thony (352) 216-6462.

Bathroom Remodeling: Special-
izing in complete renovations. 
Clean, neat and professional. 
Call Cove Construction Inc. for a 
free estimate. (352) 572-0508. 
#CBC057088.

Bob’s Screening Service: Garage 
door screens, window screens, 
porch enclosure screens. We 
re-vinyl windows. Complete re-
screening service. Free esti-
mates. (352) 586-8459, Bob. 

Cat Sitting: Provided by loving 
experienced Cat Nanny. Resi-
dent. (352) 854-8589.

Ceramic Tile: All types of  instal-
lation and repair. 30+ years ex-
perience. Lic. & ins. References 
available. Call Bob Adkins (352) 
274-8678.

Cleaning by Evelyn Lee: House 
& deep cleaning, move-outs. Li-
censed, bonded & insured. Sun-
shine Cleaning Service of  Ocala, 
LLC (352) 421-9768 or (352) 
286-6055.

Clock Doc: Clock repairs, experi-
enced, inexpensive, house calls. 
(352) 246-2438 (resident).

Computer Help: Arthur Burditt, 
(352) 875-7878. House calls, 
$40/hour. Tutoring, setups, in-
stallations, Windows upgrades, 
PC cleanups, security software, 
internet connections, email ac-
cess, printers, wireless devices. 

Divine Caregiving Services: 
Lighting.Candles3 (Ps. 119:105) 
– A hand to hold; an ear to hear; 
a heart to heal. 14 years of  ser-
vice. Krystle D. Jimenez (857) 
204-8256 or jimenezkrystle@
gmail.com.

Elew House Cleaning Ser-
vice: Residential, move-in/out 
and more. One time, bi-weekly, 
monthly, etc. (352) 619-7649.

Geller Lawn: Mowing, irrigation, 
bushes, mulch & much more! 
Starting at $50 per month (no 
contracts). Insured. (352) 390-
7454.

Handyman: Plumbing, electrical, 
general maintenance repairs, 
handicap grab bars, screens, 
etc. No job too small. Service 
you can count on. Steve Scott 
(resident), Steve the Handyman 
LLC, (517) 262-7971 (October 
through April).

Handyman: Repairing sliding 
glass door rollers/tracks, slid-
ing garage screen doors, window 
balances, sliding shower doors/
guides, doors & locksets, door 
seals. Installing handicap grab 
bars. One call does it all! Steve, 
S&T Quality Services (352) 207-
8682.

Home Health Aide: Respite care, 
showering, light housekeeping, 
shopping & more. 35+ years ex-
perience, local, insured & refer-
ences available. Margaret (253) 
448-0144.

Laminate & Tile Floor Installa-
tion: Plumbing, electrical work, 
general carpentry and painting. 
Insured and satisfaction guaran-
teed. Resident for 12 years. Dan 
(352) 425-1046 or Bill (352) 
816-5450.

Painting & Drywall: Interior 
painting & drywall repair. Ex-
perienced, affordable & profes-
sional. Insured. Free estimates. 
References available. Visit jo-
sephdonofriodrywallandpainting.
com or call (352) 857-8367.

Native Service’s Inc.: Full lawn 
& landscape services. Complete 
handyman services. Call/text 
Garfield (561) 306-6969.

Pet Sitting: Experienced person-
alized care. Mary Ann (904) 710-
8699 (resident).

Serenity Pet Sitters: 20 years 
experience, ex-vet tech dog & cat 
CPR certified in home care. Free 
consultation! Insured. (352) 615- 
7577 or serenitypetsitters.com. 

Tax Returns Filed: Have your 
taxes done in the comfort of  
my home. No waiting in offices. 
Available after 6 p.m. weekdays 
& all-day weekends. Registered 
IRS tax preparer. Years of  experi-
ence. Tom (631) 215-9819 (resi-
dent).

Transportation: All your local 
needs in a 4-door SUV – doctors, 
shopping, salon, etc. Personal 
shopping, light housekeeping, 
pet sitting and dog walking also 
available. Friendly and discounts 
available for multiple services. 
Debbie (631) 816-3503 (resi-
dent).

Transportation: Appointments, 
errands, doctor’s appointments, 
shopping, hair, surgery center, 
hospital, etc. Diane (352) 854-
9999 (resident). Leave message 
if  necessary.

Transportation: Need car and 
driver? New SUV and extra effort 
towards sanitation and safety – 
take that trip of  up to 600 miles 
one way. Same price for one or 
two persons. Terry (615) 513-
8240 (resident).

Wanted
Donations: Dog or cat food 
[SPCA of  Marion County (352) 
362-0985] • Non-perishable food 
for food bank, empty ink/laser 
cartridges and cards for veterans 
[Anne (843) 504-0032] • Person-
al hygiene, school/craft supplies 
& small appliances for homeless; 
pet food/supplies for animal 
shelters; used cell phones, com-
puters & musical instruments 
for troops/veterans; theatrical 
costumes & props; socks, under-
wear & men’s clothing [Donna 
(352) 237-3062] • Towels, blan-
kets, toiletries, laundry detergent 
& non-perishable food for veter-
ans [Jim (740) 392-4494] • Yarn 
for VA hospitals, children and 
newborns [(352) 843-6519].

Doo Wop Singers/Musicians: 
Join a fun Doo Wop group. (917) 
239-9389.

HAM Radio Operators: Support 
the Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team in the event of  a 
disaster. Please email sue.grib@
yahoo.com.

Pet Foster Parents: Temporarily 
open your home to a pet in need. 
Call S.P.C.A. of  Marion County at 
(352) 362-0985. 

Typist: Accurately type 350-page 
autobiography manuscript for 
resident on computer to email to 
publishers. (352) 854-9039.

Volunteers: Dog walkers need-
ed, Tuesday through Saturday, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Medium & large 
dogs. Visit www.marioncountyfl.
org and search “How can I help?”

Volunteers: Senior Resource 
Foundation of  Ocala will provide 
a friendly visitor program in On 
Top of  the World. To volunteer, 
call (678) 709-2605.

Volunteers: The Guardian ad Li-
tem program provides abused/
neglected children with volunteer 
advocates who get to know their 
situations and speak up for their 
best interest. Get involved and 
change a child’s life. For more 
information, visit www.guardi-
anadlitem.org or call (352) 812-
6971.

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST

Sign up to receive emails pertaining to 
news, events and activities happening at 

On Top of the World! Please visit  
ontopoftheworldinfo.com/email-

opt-in and click on the appropriate boxes 
to receive the latest information. 

®

EMERGENCY AFTER-HOURS 
PHONE NUMBER

(352) 236-6869

RESIDENT ID CARDS
Resident Services
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Monday through Friday
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