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Development Update
Dirt is flying all around On Top 

of the World and Calesa Township! 
Sales topped 832 homes combined 
for both communities in 2021, and 
in the current calendar year, sales 
should match or beat that number. 
This means that On Top of the World 
Communities, LLC must deliver at 
least that number of lots ahead in 
any year. It still takes longer to per-
mit land than to develop it!

We appreciate that many resi-
dents in newly developed neigh-
borhoods are naturally eager to see 
their surroundings as beautifully 
landscaped areas, consistent to the 
neighborhoods before them. Dur-
ing the Great Recession, On Top 
of the World made a commitment 
to installing landscaping within 
boundary areas, not knowing how 
long the recession would persist. 
While that was a big hit to the bot-
tom line, On Top of the World’s 
commitment to creating neighbor-
hoods with character paid off in the 
long run, as the landscaping ma-
tured by the time Florida emerged 
from that horrible period. 

Now that land development and 
sales are going full bore at pre-2008 
recession levels, we are struggling 
to catch up with landscaping and 
amenities. For the most part, new 
residents are patient. There are 
always a few, however who want 
everything yesterday. In this cra-
zy economy of labor and product 
shortages, it seems like everything 
takes five times as long and is eight 
times more expensive. So it is, but 
it is a heck of a lot better than 2007 
to 2014 and 2020 to 2021 slowdowns!

As with all new neighborhoods 
coming online, there is a plan to 
complete all development activi-
ties, including landscaping. We 
recently received an email from a 
resident who had numerous ques-
tions specifically for the Kestrel 
neighborhood. As noted above, 
the landscaping is in progress and 
there will be palm trees, oak trees 
and colorful seasonal plants being 
installed in the entrance as well as 
dense growing shrubbery along the 
boundary fence on SW 92nd Court 
Road. All water retention areas are 
to be landscaped consistent with 
other areas and the requirements 
of Southwest Florida Water Man-
agement District. 

The Kestrel, Ashford, and Bal-
four entries off SW 92nd Court Road 
will all be using automated entry 
gates, same as in Weybourne Land-
ing, with the exception that no gate 
houses are planned for these areas. 
In fact, all entry points along that 
roadway will be automated.
Travel Season

If you are willing to venture out 
for a journey, the summer travel 
season is right around the corner, 
we know many residents take ex-
tended trips around the country. 
Experience teaches that added 
steps need to be taken before going 
on that extended trip to avoid pos-
sible disasters in your home when 
you are gone. Below is a short list of 
things to do:

Checklist of things to do before 
leaving on an extended trip: 

• Leave your contact num-
ber with at least two trusted 
neighbors or friends. 

• Update the association as 
well with emergency contact 
information.

• Have the interior of the home 
checked at least once a week 
by a trusted neighbor or 
friend or arrange for an in-
spection service.

• Check in regularly with the 
trusted neighbor or friend 
while you are gone.

• Arrange for a regular irriga-
tion check if you are going 
away for an extended time. 

• Turn down the heat setting 
on your hot water heater to 
conserve energy. 

• Make sure the air condition-
er is properly serviced by a 
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By Christina Shearer

Spring has arrived! The trees are 
budding, the flowers are blooming, 
and the Harp Twins are singing and 
playing sweet melodies along with 
some rock, metal, Celtic, original 
and soundtrack music at Sholom 
Park’s Spring Strings concert. Bring 
on spring with an outdoor concert 
featuring the Harp Twins, Camille, 
and Kennerly Kitt, Saturday, April 
9, at 4 p.m. This is a registration-
only event so don’t miss your op-
portunity to experience the harp 
like you have never seen or heard 
before. For more information or 
to register, visit the Spring Strings 
page under the Events tab of our 
website at www.sholompark.org.     

April is also National Volunteer 
Month and Sholom Park would like 
to take this opportunity to recog-
nize and thank our wonderful vol-
unteers both past and present. Sho-
lom Park hosts more the two-dozen 
educational and cultural events 
for the community throughout the 
year. Events, from big to small, 
need volunteers to help execute 
them successfully. Our wonderful 
team of hard-working volunteers 
are committed to serving Sholom 
Park and the community.  

We have fantastic guest speak-
ers and instructors who donate 
their time and expertise for our 
monthly educational L.E.A.F. and 
Lil’ L.E.A.F. Series. We also have a 
group of certified yoga instructors 
volunteering their time and sharing 
their passion at Yoga in the Park ev-
ery Saturday, at 9 a.m. 

Sunset Cinema and Park After 
Dark events take place after the 
park closes to the public. We have 
a dedicated group of energetic vol-
unteers, including couples, who 

Spring Strings  
Concert

take time out of their quiet evening 
at home to volunteer for nearly ev-
ery after-hours event from October 
through March.  

Fun at the Park is our largest and 
most challenging event with 1,000 
to 5,000-plus park attendees. It re-
quires a large team of volunteers 
to fill many different event roles. 
But no challenge is too big for our 
talented team of volunteers. They 
spend hours on their feet parking 
cars, welcoming guests, and work-

ing activity stations. They do it with 
a smile and never complain. Sho-
lom Park events wouldn’t be pos-
sible or successful without the dedi-
cation, time, and hard work of our 
amazingly generous volunteers.  

We’d love to recognize each of 
our volunteers individually, but we 
have too many to list. If you are a 
Sholom Park volunteer we’d like 
to say “thank you” for being part 
of our team. Words cannot express 
how sincerely grateful we are for 
you and all that you do for Sholom 
Park and our community. Volun-
teers like you make the world a bet-
ter place.  

If you’d like to become a Sholom 
Park volunteer, please visit www.
sholompark.org/volunteering/ to 
review our volunteer program and 
register. We make volunteering fun!

Photo courtesy of the Harp Twins

Camille and Kennerly Kitt will perform at Sholom Park Saturday, April 9, at 4 p.m.

The month of April is famous for 
quite a few observances and tradi-
tions, April Fools’ Day being one of 
them. On top of that, there is a Pea-
nut Butter and Jelly Day, National 
Pet Day, and Earth Day. Not known 
by many is the fact that the month 
of April was previously the second 
month of the year, under the Ro-
man calendar. 

Learning about the history of 
an event or topic is often found to 
be intriguing and exciting. That is 
why Master the Possibilities offers a 
wide variety of history topics, espe-
cially local history. One such local 
history course happening Thurs-
day, April 7, with Tammy Gantt is 

“The Road to the Kentucky Derby 
Begins in Marion County.” 

How can that be when The Ken-
tucky Derby is more than 780 miles 
from Ocala? How did Ocala become 
the “Horse Capital of the World?” 
Gantt, who has been in the Ocala 
horse industry for more than 30 
years, will explain just how this is 
possible. Cost to attend this course 
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. in Live Oak 
Hall is $6 for members and $11 for 
the general public.

Facilitator Jason Lundock will 
share with participants in the “Flor-
ida Before the Union: Early History 
of a Complex Land” class 9:30 to 
11 a.m. Tuesdays, April 12 through 
26 how the Florida peninsula has a 
long and intriguing past and impact 
on this state’s history. This course, 
which will include conquistadors, 
alligators, alligator hunters, cattle-
men and even pirates, is great for 
those who are Florida history nov-
ices, or enthusiasts alike. Cost to at-
tend is $19 for members and $24 for 
the general public.

Those who have ever driven 
down U.S. Highway 441/301/27 in 
Ocala heading south towards Bel-
leview, may or may not have noticed 
tall concrete bridge supports in the 
median. These supports are what is 
left of the Cross Florida Barge Canal 

project. On Wednesday, April 13, 
from 1 to 2:30 p.m. in Live Oak Hall, 
Jim Gross, the executive director of 
Florida Defenders of the Environ-
ment, will share with participants 
information about the location of 
the barge canal and facts about the 
project. He will speak about the 

Local History Classes 
in April
By Michelle Shideler

Florida Legislature in 1993 that in-
cluded four restoration alternatives 
and will review with the group res-
toration alternatives for this can-
celled project. Cost to attend is $6 
for members, and $11 for the gen-
eral public.

This is just a taste of course se-
lections at Master the Possibili-
ties this month. For a full list of 
courses and events in April, visit 
masterthepossibilities.org. Oh, and 
mark your calendar now for 1 to 3 
p.m. Wednesday, May 25, at Circle 
Square Cultural Center for our up-
coming kick-off. More information 
to come.

Photo by Petra Schmidt

Jim Gross, executive director of Florida Defenders of the Environment, will share information about the location of 
the barge canal and facts about the project located right here in Ocala Wednesday, April 13.
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Experts are beginners who kept trying.

 By Stan Goldstein



3AApril 2022 The World News

SCAM ALERT #1: I received another 
call from “Mark” or should I say 
from a Mark, whoever he is. He’s 
sorry he missed my call, which I 
never made, and he’s a local inves-
tor (his phone number is from Car-
son City, Nevada) in the area look-
ing to buy properties and he wants 
to close right away. He also wants to 
steal any property he can get. 

Folks, the absolute worst way to 
try and sell your property is by deal-
ing with investors, and particularly 
with investors who contact you by 
telephone, email, or text. Those are 
the worst of the worst. They claim 
to make great offers: pay closing 
costs and close right away. Maybe 
they will. But what I can assure you 
is they won’t pay what the property 
is worth. 

Oh, and of course, they will say 
they can’t make you an offer until 
you let them in your house to see 
the property. Did you get what I just 
wrote? They will want to go inside 
your house. Then comes the pres-
sure! 

If you want to put your home on 
the market to sell it, your safest bet 
is always to deal with a reputable 
real estate broker who is licensed 
by the State of Florida and who lives 
– really lives – in the area.
SCAM ALERT #2: Random thoughts 

from Jerry with a headache: Suzy, 
with the vehicle warranty depart-
ment, has no idea what vehicle 
you have or when your warranty 
expires. Amy wants to arrange to 
pay your utility bills and to sign 
you up for an expensive service you 
don’t need. Nikki wants to talk to 
you about your medical coverages 
and is attempting to sign you up for 
some plan you don’t need. Michael 
from social security wants to tell 
you about some problem with your 
social security payments and wants 
to steal your social security num-
ber. Should I keep going? 

Wait, my headache just got 
worse. Okay, one more. Yeah, and 
your grandson, who got arrested, 
needs bail money. Tell him to stay 
in jail and hang up. As James Whit-
comb Riley’s Little Orphant Annie 
said, so many years ago, “An’ the 
gobble-uns ‘at gits you ef you don’t 
watch out.” 
Q. Can you explain in simple 

terms what the “over-55” rules are 
at On Top of the World?

A. An over-55 community is one 
that complies with the Fair Housing 
Act of 1968. If a community is an 
over-55 community, 80% of the resi-
dential dwellings must be occupied 
by at least one person, 55 years of 
age or older. Notice the word occu-
pied. This is not the same as owner. 
Thus, the over-55 rule for commu-
nities is concerned with occupancy, 
not ownership. 

What about the remaining 20%? 
Now, be aware that the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) can and does 
monitor a community to make sure 
it complies with the 80%/20% split. 

Colen & Wagoner, P.A.

Is It Legal? If a community fails to do so, it can 
lose that “over-55” designation. 
That’s why those 80 and 20 num-
bers are important. 

I am told that On Top of the 
World management seeks strict 
compliance with the rule. They 
can’t catch everyone, but they sure 
do try. How do those numbers ap-
ply to units at On Top of the World, 
either in Clearwater or Ocala? Well, 
the 20% gauge is used for folks who 
inherit a unit or in a situation where 
a couple occupy a unit and the one 
who is over 55 passes on. In those 
situations, an inheritance or where 
the older occupant has passed leav-
ing a significant other under 55, On 
Top of the World is designed to per-
mit such folks to continue in occu-
pancy. 

An example: Someone age 52 
seeks to buy and occupy in On Top 
of the World. That person will not 
be approved for occupancy. That 
same person inherits a dwelling 
from a relative, or outlives a sig-
nificant other in occupancy, he/she 
will be approved for occupancy. 
Q. I am engaged to a man consid-

erably older and with significantly 
more resources. We’ll live in his 
home. Recently he said he wants 
me to sign a pre-nuptial agreement, 
or he won’t marry me as he wants 
to protect his children from three 
prior marriages. He said if things 
don’t work out, we can get an an-
nulment which is like the marriage 
never existed. What do you think?

A. I can’t tell you what to do. It’s 
your life and your marriage (or no 
marriage). I also can’t tell you how 
an annulment benefits you at all.

The Law Office of Colen & Wagoner, P.A. in-
clude Jerry Colen (Jerry@colenwagoner.com); 
Rachel Wagoner (Rachel@colenwagoner.com); 
and John Beck (John@colenwagoner.com). All 
are members of the Florida Bar Association. 
Jerry Colen and Rachel Wagoner are members 
of the National Academy of Elder Law Attor-
neys, and the Academy of Florida Elder Law 
Attorneys. John Beck has a degree in finance, 
master’s degrees in accounting and taxation. 
The law firm practices in wills, trusts, probate, 
real estate, elder law, Medicaid planning and 
business and professional advice. This column 
does not, nor is it intended to provide legal ad-
vice. You should not rely on what is written in 
this column to be legal advice for any situation. 
You should always consult your own attorney 
for legal advice. The Law Office of Colen and 
Wagoner, P.A. is located at 1765 North Belcher 
Road, Clearwater, Florida 33765 and in Suite 11 
at Circle Square Commons in Ocala, Florida; 
727-545-8114; ColenWagoner.com.

RESIDENT SERVICES
Friendship Commons

8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday
Closes at noon for  

30-50 minutes of sanitizing.
otowservice@otowfl.com

352-236-OTOW (236-6869)

Office will be closed  
Wednesday, April 20, noon to 1 p.m.
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professional before depart-
ing. This includes a drain 
line flush. Air filters require 
monthly attention and can be 
changed by the owner.

• Leave the thermostat set at 
between 78 to 80 degrees 
Fahrenheit. This helps regu-
late humidity in the home 
and prevent the occurrence 
of mold or mildew. If you 
plan on being gone for sev-

 Continued from Page 1
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eral months, you may wish to 
consult an air conditioning 
professional about adding a 
humidistat to ensure optimal 
humidity levels in the home.

• Make sure your homeown-
er’s insurance policy is cur-
rent and covers both damage 
from wind, water, and mold. 
In most cases this is now an 
added rider on the policy.

If the air conditioning system is 
not properly maintained by an own-
er, mold and mildew may result and 
become a serious problem for the 
owner. Please remember that the 
proper maintenance or repair of 
your HVAC unit, water heater and 
drain pan, and ice maker line (if 
any) is always the owner’s respon-
sibility. 

Phillip Hisey
352-236-OTOW (6869)
phillip_hisey@colenbuilt.net

Keeping It Green

This column is written to help 
you understand our process with 
leaf removal and keeping our 
streets clean and safe. If we all 
work together, we can ensure our 
community looks great. Leaf drop 
season is here and it seems to have 
come right around March 1. We 
work tirelessly each season to clean 
the streets and lawns of the leaves 
that fall from our beautiful oaks. 

Residential debris pick-up days 
are posted on OTOWinfo.com. 
Please click on the “Community 
Info” tab and scroll down and click 

“Garbage and Recycling.” Once in 
the tab, scroll down to see what day 
your debris is scheduled for pick-
up. On debris day, leaf piles should 
be curbside and ready for pick-up 
by our debris crews no later than 7 
a.m. to ensure pickup. 

Debris is characterized as any 
lawn debris that can be picked up by 
one person routinely. Sticks, dead 
plants, small leaf debris piles small-
er than a bucket, bagged leaves or 
other small piles are considered 
routine debris. Leaf piles that are 
placed on the street other than de-
bris day, will be left for the vacuum 
when the crew is in the neighbor-
hood. Therefore, we urge you not to 
leave debris on the streets prior to 
your debris day. 

While we appreciate the leaves 
being raked up, this creates other 
problems. Please remember that 
leaf piles put out after the crews 
have passed, will not be picked up 
until the following cycle. The debris 
should be removed until the next 
pick-up day to avoid debris clogging 
the drains. 

Leaves piled up on the street 
curbs waiting to be picked up, as 
seen on March 10, caused clogged 
storm drains creating unsafe driv-
ing conditions and localized flood-
ing. If you choose to rake your 
leaves to the curb in lieu of wait-
ing for your pick-up day, please bag 
the leaves and, please do not place 
curbside until your debris pick-up 
day.

As discussed last month, crape 
myrtle trimming is being completed 
by tipping back the trees following 

pruning methods mentioned in the 
UF/IFAS EDIS publication https://
edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/EP399. 

• Hard pruning will not be 
done. 

• Pruning for safety may be 
done anytime. This may in-
volve removing damaged or 
weak branches or pruning 
lower limbs for pedestrian 
and vehicle clearance and 
visibility.

• Pruning to improve plant 
structure, redirect growth, 
or alter plant shape and ap-
pearance should occur when 
plants are leafless and dor-
mant–typically December 
through February. Although 
this can be accomplished at 
any time, without leaves, the 
branching structure is clearly 
visible to determine appro-
priate branches more easily 
for pruning.

• Prune to remove crossing or 
rubbing branches.

• Prune dead, damaged, or dis-
eased branches at the branch 
collar.

• Remove vigorous branches 
growing toward the center of 
the canopy.

• Severe pruning should be 
performed late in the dor-
mant period. Pruning too 
early might stimulate new 
growth that could be dam-
aged by low temperatures.

Andrea La Fave

Community Emergency 
Response Team

At a recent monthly meeting, 
the Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team ran a drill to check 
how prepared we are to respond 
if an emergency in On Top of the 
World causes us to be called up by 
the Marion County Sheriff’s Office 
of Emergency Management.

We played the roles of setting 
up our own command post. We as-
signed roles as members arrived, 
activating the ham radio operators, 
organizing teams with leadership 
and recordkeepers, distributing 
supplies, gathering reports from 
arriving members and Emergency 
Management, and dispersing teams 
to specific locations.

In the process of this drill, we 
determined there are gaps in our 
procedures that we must address 
and adjust to changes that are hap-
pening in On Top of the World. A 
new set of neighborhood maps is 
required, for example, as our com-
munity has increased in size.

In a future drill, we’ll focus on 
specific services we are able to 
provide, such as assessing and ad-
dressing injuries, reporting prop-
erty damage, and other safety is-
sues - according to training we have 
received from the Marion County 
Sheriff’s Office.

We are fortunate to have many 
medical, fire, and technically 
trained personnel in our volunteer 
group.  It’s a very rewarding and 
enlightening organization to be 
part of.

You are always welcome to visit 
one of our monthly meetings on the 
second Tuesday of each month.  To 
confirm the time and place, please 
contact Debra Snyder at 412-443-
2930.  We’d be happy to have new 
members join in time for the next 
training course starting Saturday, 
July 9 with Marion County Sheriff’s 
Office of Emergency Management.  
For more information, call 352-
369-8100 or to apply visit marionso.
com/emergency-management-vol-
unteering.

Sara Sommer

OneBlood
Bloodmobile

“Spring is sprung,
The grass is riz, 
I wonder where the flowers is?” 

If you look out your window, you 
will see all those flowers. When you 
look out the Big Red Bus® windows 
Monday, April 4, you will see the 
flowers, too. Yes, we will have two 
buses again. They will be in the 
Recreation Center parking lot from 
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. You will receive 
a mini physical and a small token of 
appreciation.

The need is great, as always. One 
donation can save up to three lives 
and give comfort to the families of 
the recipients. There is no substi-
tute for human blood. Remember 
that all the blood donated in Mari-
on County stays in Marion County. 
This is a great way to serve your 
community.

Please bring a photo ID and a 
face mask. Eat a good meal and 
drink plenty of water before and af-
ter donating.  See you on the bus!

FREE ARBOR FITNESS CENTER  
ORIENTATIONS AND POSTURE ASSESSMENTS

Posture Assessments on Tuesdays, at 1 p.m. 

Orientations on Thursdays, at 1 p.m.

352-854-8707 ext. 7638
Space is limited. Call for an appointment.

ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala
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Lynette Vermillion
352-236-OTOW (6869)
generalmanager@otowfl.com

All Around  
Our World

Spring is here and the commu-
nity is beautifully blooming. We 
start the month with April Fools’ 
Day on April 1, tax day and Good 
Friday on April 15, Passover from 
April 15 through April 23, Easter on 
April 17, and Earth Day on April 22. 
There are many events planned in 
On Top of the World, and the sur-
rounding area has spring festivals 
to keep you entertained. Be sure to 
check out Sholom Park as well for 
the beautiful spring flowers and up-
coming events. 
Ocala Open

The 16th annual Ocala Open at 
Candler Hills Golf Course finishes 
Friday, April 1, so we will publish 
the tournament results in the May 
issue of the World News. Many, 
many thanks to the partners, volun-
teers, peer departments, employ-
ees, residents, and vendors who are 
helping to make this year’s Ocala 
Open the best yet. And special rec-
ognition to our golf team who deliv-
ers this great event year after year! 
The planning and long hours that go 
into bringing this charitable event 
by the golf and maintenance staff 
to deliver a well-maintained course 
for play throughout the tournament 
are to be applauded. This type of 
event could not be done without all 
this great support.
Service Mark for Clubs

A reminder to all clubs that use 
the On Top of the World name, 
please make sure that you have 
requested to use the service mark 
within the last three years. If you 
have requested to do so in the past, 
please make sure that the request 
is current and not expired. Your 
request may be directed to On Top 
of the World Communities, Attn: 
Sherri Lewis, 8445 SW 80th Street, 
Ocala, Florida 34481.
Resident Services

Please note that the Resident Ser-
vices office is closed for 30 minutes 
during the noon hour to sanitize 
the lobby. Sanitizing begins when 
the last resident leaves the office. 

The Resident Services office is 
closed the third Wednesday of ev-
ery month from noon to 1 p.m., 
which falls on Wednesday, April 20, 
this month. Resident Services may 
be reached at 352-236-OTOW (6869) 
or otowservice@otowfl.com Mon-
day through Friday, 8a.m. to 4p.m., 
or in person by visiting Suite 500, 
in Friendship Commons, Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

You may wish to complete your 
maintenance request online versus 
stopping by the office. Visit OTOW-
Info.com, click on “Maintenance 
Request” on the top ribbon and en-
ter your request. Be sure to scroll 
down to enter the service you are 
requesting and click submit.
After Hours Non-Medical 
Emergencies

On Top of the World (Central) 
Owners Association members, 
please notify Resident Services first 
before contacting an outside con-
tractor for repairs such as roots in 
water lines, sewer backups, dam-
aged sprinklers, etc.

If it is after normal business 
hours and you experience some 
manner of non-medical emergen-
cy, please call 352-236-OTOW (6869) 
for assistance. Even though Resi-
dent Services is closed, the number 
is answered 24 hours a day and you 
will be able to speak with an after-
hours representative, who, based 

on the reason for the call, will pro-
vide direction or dispatch an after-
hours person. 
Telephone Directory 

The new community telephone 
directory is now available at Resi-
dent Services. Please properly dis-
pose of the old directory in one of 
the single stream recycling units 
located at the waste disposal areas 
throughout the community if you 
are an On Top of the World (Cen-
tral) resident, or your recycle con-
tainer if your garbage is picked up 
curbside. Alternatively, you could 
place the old directory in your car 
or golf cart to use as a reference 
when needed.
Trees

We provide this information pe-
riodically to let our residents know 
how important trees are in a com-
munity. Planting trees can help to 
improve your quality of life and 
save energy. Most of us can agree 
that a nice walk through a neigh-
borhood park will help to alleviate 
physiological stress – just that alone 
improves our quality of life. 

However, trees have many more 
benefits for our ecological world. 
Here are five more very good rea-
sons to save trees and there are 
probably many more. 

1. Trees clean the air. Tree foli-
age works as a natural air fil-
ter of particle matter such as 
dust and pollutants that col-
lect on the leaf surfaces until 
washed to the ground during 
a rainstorm. Trees take in 
carbon dioxide and produce 
oxygen during photosynthe-
sis. Trees have a significant 
impact in reducing overall 
air pollution. 

2. Trees improve water quality. 
Tree canopies and root sys-
tems slow and reduce storm 
water runoff, flooding, and 
erosion. Trees help filter wa-
ter runoff reducing potential 
sources of water pollution 
into our rivers and storm 
drains. 

3. Trees save energy. Trees 
cool the air naturally in two 
ways: through water evapo-
rating from the leaves and 
direct shade. Homes shaded 
by trees need less energy for 
cooling which means lower 
utility bills in summer. 

4. Trees raise real estate value. 
Shaded neighborhoods and 
well-landscaped yards have a 
positive economic influence 
on real estate values and 
timeliness of house sales. 

5. Trees protect homes from 
wind damage. According to 
studies by the Institute of 
Food and Agricultural Sci-
ences at the University of 
Florida, tree canopies diffuse 
wind force thereby protect-
ing buildings from signifi-
cant wind and wind-driven 
rain damage.

Watering Restrictions
Please don’t forget that watering 

restrictions changed with daylight 
saving time. You may now water 
twice per week. Please visit onto-
poftheworldinfo.com/watering-re-
strictions/ for your scheduled days. 
Traffic Roundabout Navigation

We have received information 
from a resident of a near crash due 
to lack of understanding proper 
navigation through roundabout in-
tersections.

The Florida Drivers Handbook / 
Roundabouts states: “Roundabouts 
are a new type of intersection which 
improve traffic flow and reduce 
traffic crashes. Most roundabouts 
do not require stopping, which al-
lows vehicles to move continuously 

through intersections at the same 
low speed. Roundabouts are de-
signed to move all traffic through 
a counterclockwise direction. Ve-
hicles approaching the roundabout 
yield to circulating traffic, however, 
drivers must obey all signs to deter-
mine the correct right-of-way in the 
roundabout.”

HOW TO DRIVE THROUGH A SINGLE-
LANE ROUNDABOUT: Roundabouts 
move in a counterclockwise direc-
tion. Slow down before approach-
ing the roundabout. If you see any 
pedestrians about to cross or cross-
ing the street, let them pass before 
going through the crosswalk, pe-
destrians always have the right of 
way at a roundabout. Proceed past 
the crosswalk once it is safe to do 
so. Make sure you can clear the 
crosswalk, blocking a pedestrian 
crossing is a traffic violation you 
can be cited for.

Follow all traffic signs and yield 
to vehicles and cyclists who are al-
ready on the roundabout. Enter a 
gap in traffic when you can safely 
do so. 

Proceed to the desired exit. Do 
not try to pass anyone at the round-
about.

Signal your intent to exit the 
roundabout. Use your turn indica-
tors or hand signals if the indica-
tors are malfunctioning. 
Rule of the Month

As the updated rules and regula-
tions in On Top of the World Com-
munities have been approved at 
their respective board meetings, 
we would appreciate your review 
to confirm that your property com-
plies. You may visit OTOWInfo.com, 
select the “Associations” tab, then 
click the drop-down box and select 
the appropriate association, scroll 
down, and click on the “Commu-
nity Rules and Standards” to open 
the booklet. A notable community 
standard update for example is in 
lawn furnishings. 

LAWN FURNISHINGS: Birdbaths, 
birdhouses, bird feeders, frog 
ponds, lawn sculptures, plant pots, 
rocks, rock gardens, garden/yard 
banners, hanging live plants, shep-
herd’s hooks, wind chimes and 
other types of lawn furnishings, 
ornaments and accessories on any 
home site shall comply with the 
community rules, regulations, and 
standards, and require prior ap-
proval from the Architectural Re-
view Board (ARB). 

In general, artificial plants and 
lattice are not permitted. Designs 
and styles shall be aesthetically 
pleasing and shall recognizably 
complement, or acceptably con-
trast with, the immediate sur-
roundings. Lawn furnishings and 
owner installed landscaping shall 
not negatively impact community 
maintenance. All lawn furnishings, 
ornaments and accessories shall be 
secured or removed as necessary 
when threats of severe weather are 
forecasted. Lawn furnishings, or-
naments and accessories that have 
been approved by the ARB may be 
installed only in conformity with 
the following criteria:

Only one large item over 18 inch-
es in height and two small items 
under 18 inches in height are per-
mitted to be installed in front yards 
(oversized statues or other similar 
items are not one-size-fits-all and 
may be disapproved). A single shep-
herd’s hook counts as one large 
item with a limit of four hooks each 
and only one item per hook. 

Each birdhouse, bird bath, bird 
feeder and large rock counts as one 
large item (with the exception that 
rocks included in the original land-
scape shall be exempt). A one-story 
bird house 18 inches in height or 
smaller, single bird bath, and single 
bird feeder may be installed in the 
front or backyard if no other orna-
ments or pots are added. 

ARB reserves the right to deny 
and/or require removal of any bird 
feeder that is causing an infestation 
of rats or other pests and wildlife.

I hope you enjoy this beautiful 
time of year!

$19999
Reno

LARGEST SELECTION OF INDOOR
& OUTDOOR FANS ANYWHERE!

Ocala 2701 SW College

DansFanCity.com

352-237-6999
Design Your Own Fan Parts & Services Available

Locally Owned & OperatedIn-Store Warrannes

Styles To Fit
Every Decor!

05/05/22

REPLACEMENT CAR DECALS
Bring your car, resident ID,  
auto registration and $10.

Resident Services
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday

No decals issued during inclement weath-
er. Closes at noon for 30-50 minutes for 

30 minutes of sanitizing.
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Easter tree in the Recreation Center.

Dan Lack

Democratic Club

Charles Calhoun

Veterans Club

Our annual American history/
politics/civics audio/visual trivia 
contest has been rescheduled for 
Thursday, April 28. Each round ta-
ble of approximately eight people 
will comprise a team. Prizes will 
be awarded to the first and second 
place teams. So, when you walk into 
the room, look for the people with 
the biggest heads and sit at their 
table. The more the brain capacity, 
the better.

The Marion County Democratic 
Party “Proud to be a Democrat” 
dinner will take place Sunday, May 
22, outdoors at the Twin Oaks man-
sion in Silver Springs State Park. 
U.S. Senate candidate Val Demings 
is scheduled to speak. Let’s get a 
bunch of On Top of the World Dem-
ocrats to attend. Use the contact in-

formation at the end of the column 
to let me know that you plan to go, 
and I will deliver your ticket. 

Our club supports the Ocala 
Ritz Veterans Village, a former 
Ritz hotel that was converted into 
a facility for formerly homeless 
veterans. The Ritz provides a safe 
environment for these brave men 
and women to learn to become pro-
ductive members of our commu-
nity and to live on their own once 
again. The Ritz needs pillows, pil-
lowcases, twin size sheets, towels 
and wash cloths, toiletries, laundry 
pods, paper goods and canned and 
dry food. They do not need clothing 
except for shoes. Please bring your 
donated items to our meeting and 
not to my porch. 

For more information con-
tact Dan Lack at 352-509-4942 or 
otowdemclub@gmail.com or visit 
our Facebook page (On Top of the 
World Democratic Club). You are 
not alone! 

The Veterans Club is almost 300 
members strong. We welcome all 
veterans and the great patriots who 
support us. We meet monthly at 3 
p.m. in the Arbor Conference Cen-
ter Dance Studios II-IV. 

As veterans, when we hear talks 
of war, and the struggles soldiers 
and citizens endure our first ques-
tion is … how can we help? I have 
asked several of our members who 
were formerly in the military intel-
ligence community to research and 
come up with a plan on how to best 
help those most affected. Plans will 
be presented at our next meeting.

Our next monthly meeting will 
take place Thursday, May 19, at 
the Veterans Park where we will 

have a barbecue with hamburgers 
and hot dogs. A few members will 
have some award winning chilis 
and sides and, yes, prizes will be 
awarded.

Please join us Monday, May 30, 
for our annual Memorial Day flag 
raising ceremony at the Veterans 
Park, at 8 a.m. At 11 a.m., we will 
move indoors and hold a program 
in the Recreation Center Ballroom 
that will include a bake sale. Pro-
ceeds from the bake sale will go to 
a relief program for Ukrainian refu-
gees.

We have arranged with the Mar-
ion County Veterans Council to use 
their bus to transport a group of 
veterans to Florida National Cem-
etery in Bushnell, Florida on Sat-
urday, Dec. 17, for Wreaths Across 
America. We will also support the 
program in Ocala as well. Anyone 
wishing to help organize this effort, 
please contact me directly.

For more information, please call 
Charles Calhoun at 352-556-6004.

CURBSIDE LANDSCAPE DEBRIS PICK-UP SCHEDULE
Visit OTOWInfo.com, click “Community Info” tab and 

select“Garbage and Recycling Locations.”
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Bill Shampine

World
Traveler

In my humble opinion, Norway 
is one of the most beautiful coun-
tries in the whole wide world. You 
will find fantastic views and won-
derful people almost anywhere you 
go in Norway. In today’s column, I 
am going to tell you a bit about Sen-
ja Island, Norway, which usually is 
overlooked by international travel-
ers but is a favorite for Norwegian 
tourists. 

Senja Island is located on the 
northwest coast of Norway. Well 
above the Arctic Circle, the island 
is on about the same latitude as 
Prudhoe Bay, Alaska. At 612 square 
miles, it is the second largest island 
in Norway, and has a population of 

Photo by Russo Francesco

The Aurora Borealis over the small village of Steinfjord on Senja Island, Norway.

about 7,900 people. 
The geography on the island is 

quite varied. The north and western 
coasts of the island have multiple 
fjords. In fact, as viewed from the 
heavens, the coastline looks almost 
like a seven-fingered right hand. 
These fjords face the open sea and 
regularly are battered by the fickle 
fury of the Atlantic Ocean. Roaring 
waves are driven into steep, 2,600-
foot cliffs that drop directly into the 
sea. 

Despite the rough weather, the 
fjords are home to many small fish-
ing villages. Fishing is the major 
industry of the island and is the 
source of much of the daily food 
supply for the inhabitants. One of 
the most popular dishes is skeimøl-
ja, which is fish, roe, and liver 
cooked together. (Oh, yummy! Pass 
the hamburger, please.)

As you move south along the 
many twists and turns of the coast-

line, you can find areas that are 
sheltered from the worst of the At-
lantic storms. Interestingly, you can 
find white sand beaches in some of 
these areas that rival the beaches 
found in the Pacific South Seas. Ad-
mittedly, people rarely swim here 
(the water temperature is about 50 
degrees at its warmest), but they do 
enjoy walking in the surf and ad-
miring the magnificent views.

The eastern side of the island is 
entirely different from its weather-
beaten western coastline. Being the 
lee side of the island, it is relatively 
protected from the periodic storms 
raging from the west. Consequent-
ly, the land is very green with many 
picturesque lakes, rivers, and small 
farms scattered amongst beautiful 
birch forests that are sprinkled with 
aspen and rowan trees.

Because Senja is almost 200 
miles north of the Arctic Circle, the 
sun does not set from about May 20 

to July 23. Similarly, the sun is con-
tinuously below the horizon from 
about November 29 to January 13.

One of the best features of Senja 
Island is the ability to see the North-
ern Lights (Aurora Borealis). These 
ethereal lights manifest themselves 
in a huge ring, called the Auroral 
Oval, that is centered above the 
Earth’s geomagnetic North Pole. 
The best time to see the Northern 
Lights is from December to late 
March. Because the ring of the Au-
roral Oval is directly above Senja 
Island, it is an ideal place for view-
ing the lights. In fact, in the 2020 to 
2021 “season,” the Northern Lights 
were seen more than 70 times, the 
most sightings of anywhere on 
Earth. Many winter guests will rent 
a cabin for a relaxing winter holi-
day and look for the lights every 
evening, with a nice glass of wine 
in hand, of course.
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Cassie Cummings
352-387-9508 
thelodge@otowfl.com

The Lodge at  
Candler Hills

Nora Dominguez
352-387-9060

Indigo East

April is here, welcoming us with 
warm sunshine. Happy hour is now 
held outside at The Lodge at Can-
dler Hills pool pavilion. 
Happy Hour 

Join us every Friday poolside for 
our weekly happy hour from 5 to 
8 p.m. Residents must show their 
Candler Hills resident ID at the en-
trance. Guest fees are $5 per person. 
This is a bring your own beverage 
(BYOB) event; coolers are permit-
ted with approved containers only 
(no glass). Anyone bringing glass 
containers will be asked to leave it 
in their vehicle. Entertainment is as 
follows:

• April 1: Rock Solid 
• April 8: One Flite Up

• April 15: Retro Express
• April 22: JoJo
• April 29: The Mudd’s

Chef’s Demonstration*
Wednesday, April 6, from 4 to 6 

p.m. enjoy a Mediterranean chef’s 
demonstration. This event will in-
clude food sampling and the chef’s 
beverage selection to accompany 
the region of the Mediterranean be-
ing highlighted. The cost is $15 per 
resident and $18 per guest accom-
panied by the resident. 
Girls Night Out *

Ladies get ready to dance! It’s 
that time again for a Girls Night 
Out, and you ladies know how to 
have a good time. Join us Thurs-
day, April 14, 5 to 8 p.m. with enter-
tainer Tim Hargis. Bring your own 
beverage and enjoy light appetizers 
(while supplies last). Tickets are $12 
per resident and $15 per guest ac-
companied by a resident. 
Pool Party*

Enjoy live entertainment pool-

side with David Beaty Tuesday, 
April 19, from 3 to 6 p.m. We will 
have a barbeque with hamburgers, 
hot dogs, potato salad, baked beans, 
coleslaw, fruit, and condiments. 
Fresh Plates Creative Catering will 
be serving refreshing frozen non-
alcoholic beverages. If you prefer 
your drink with a splash of fun, 
bring your own liquor of choice to 
add to your drink. Please make sure 
all drinks are in approved contain-
ers for the pool area. 

Tickets are $15 per resident and 
$18 per guest accompanied by the 
resident. 
Kocktails & Karaoke 

Sing, dance, and clap your heart 
out Thursday, April 28, at Kocktails 
& Karaoke with Charlie and Kathy 
in The Lodge at Candler Hills Ball-
room from 5 to 8 p.m. Bring your 
own beverage. Guest fees are $5 and 
guests must be accompanied by a 

resident. This event takes place the 
fourth Thursday of every month. 
Facility Hours

As of March, the hours at The 
Lodge at Candler Hills will be as 
follows:

• Monday through Thursday: 8 
a.m. to 7 p.m.

• Friday and Saturday: 8 a.m. 
to 9 p.m.

• Sunday: 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Residents who have already sub-

mitted a room reservation form for 
this year will be grandfathered into 
the original hours. 

Pools will remain open daily, 
from 8 a.m. to dusk.

*To register, visit The Lodge at Candler Hills 
office Monday through Thursday, 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; and 
Sunday, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Payment is required at 
time of registration. No refunds will be issued 
14 days or fewer prior to registered event. 

Normally, April brings beautiful 
warm weather with average high 
temperatures of 84 degrees, and 
lows of 56 degrees and low humid-
ity. 

We have several great events 
coming up. I encourage everyone 
to support and participate in these 
events. Please note that the Indigo 
East activity calendar is now includ-
ed as an insert in the World News.
Happy Hour

Happy Hour takes place at the 
Indigo East Fitness Center veranda 
and pool deck area. When weather 
conditions are not conducive, Hap-
py Hour will move inside to the In-
digo East Community Center. This 
event is held every Friday, from 5 
to 8 p.m. and is free for Indigo East 
residents and $5 per guest. You may 
bring your own chair, cocktail, and 
snacks.

Upcoming live entertainment is 
as follows:

• April 1: Sal and the Gal

• April 8: Automatic
• April 15: Fred Campbell
• April 22: Cross Fire
• April: 29 Shawn Ash

Trivia Night*
Trivia is held on the second Mon-

day of each month, from 5 to 7 p.m. 
at the Indigo East Community Cen-
ter.  This month, join us Mon-
day, April 11. The cost is $3 per resi-
dent and $5 per guest. The game is 
played with eight person teams that 
compete for prizes and bragging 
rights. You are welcome to bring 
beverages and snacks.
Karaoke

Karaoke is held the third Thurs-
day of each month. Join us this 
month from 5 to 8 p.m. Thursday, 
April 21, at the Indigo East Commu-
nity Center. Karaoke is free for resi-
dents and $5 per guest.
Name That Tune*

Name That Tune is held the 
fourth Monday of each month. This 
month, join us Monday, April 25, 
from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Indigo East 
Community Center. Eight person 
teams compete for prizes. Test your 
knowledge about music. Cost is $3 
per resident and $5 per guest. Bring 
your favorite beverage and snacks.

Sassy Ladies Night Out*
Are you feeling sassy? If you an-

swer is yes, then come to the Indigo 
East Community Center Wednes-
day, April 27, from 5 to 8 p.m. Come 
in groups or with a friend or neigh-
bor for a fun night with live music 
by Robert France. Tickets are $10 
per resident and $12 per guest. 
Bring your own cocktail and Fresh 
Plates Creative Catering will take 
care of the appetizers (while sup-
plied last).
Fitness Center Orientation

The last Wednesday of each 
month Maureen McCabe, Indigo 
East’s personal trainer, will pro-
vide free fitness center orienta-
tions. This month it is scheduled for 
Wednesday, April 27. Maureen is 
also available for personal training 
sessions tailored to your individual 
needs. Visit the Indigo East Fitness 
Center for additional information.

* To register, visit the Indigo East Fitness 
Center Office. Payment is required at the time 
of registration. No refunds will be issued 14 
days or fewer prior to registered event. Resi-
dent IDs must be presented at all events and 
when purchasing tickets.

RESIDENT ID CARD
Carry it with you at all times.
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Theresa Fields
352-854-8707 ext. 7530 
t_fields@otowfl.com

Recreation Center

Go outside and enjoy Florida’s 
beautiful weather as spring has ar-
rived. Please be mindful when you 
are out and about in your travels as 
spring break is now in full swing 
with many children visiting.
Tropic Trivia Night*

Tropic Trivia has exploded with 
everyone ready for mind-boggling 
challenges. It takes place the first 
Thursday of every month in the 
Recreation Center Ballroom. This 
event has become so popular that 
every month is already sold out up 
through August. 

To give everyone an opportunity 
to participate in future Tropic Trivia 
Nights we will be starting a lottery 
for each month selecting 30 groups 
per month to participate. The first 
lottery will start in August for the 
September trivia. Don’t miss out on 
your team’s opportunity to partici-
pate. Stop by the Recreation Center 
office and put your team’s name 
on the lottery list for each upcom-
ing month. We will announce the 
participating teams on the third 
Monday of each month prior to 
the Tropic Trivia night. Each team 
will be contacted by telephone, and 
they will have 48 hours to respond. 

Please note that beverages, water 
bottles or cups are not permitted at 
trivia. 

March
1: House of Windsor; 2: Smartini’s; 3: Bold & 
Brassy.
Tap Dance Classes*

Have some fun with tap instruc-
tor Penny Berton. No experience 
necessary. She will start with the 
basics, and you’ll find yourself 
progressing quickly. Join the class, 
bring tap shoes (or hard-sole shoes), 
and awaken your love for tap.

There are currently two classes 
available on Tuesdays in the Rec-
reation Center Ballroom: Interme-
diate (2:15 p.m.) and Advanced (1 
p.m.).

Classes are $20 per person for a 
4-week class (monthly). 
Ballroom Dance Lessons* 

Butch Phillips teaches social 
ballroom dancing in the Recreation 
Center Ballroom. Singles are also 
welcome as we will rotate partners 
among all willing students. The 
three-week class is held on the sec-
ond, third and fourth Wednesday of 
each month, from 12:30 to 2 p.m. 
Cost is $30 per resident per three-
week class. 

Classes include step description 
for leader and follower, including 
correct characteristic of dance with 
an emphasis on lead and follow 
skills and lots of practice to music. 
The classes are as follows: April–
Foxtrot; May–Cha-Cha, and June–
Waltz. 
Happy Hour

Join us for Happy Hour every 
Friday in the Recreation Center 
Ballroom and outside at the pool 
pavilion from 5 to 8 p.m. (Please 
note that all outside entertainment 
will be cancelled when inclement 
weather is expected.) 

The Cruise-In Happy Hour takes 
place on the third Friday of each 
month (through May) with the 
next one being Friday, April 15. We 
will hold it on the Recreation Cen-
ter front lawn so join us outdoors, 
bring your lawn chairs, and come 
enjoy live entertainment as well as 
viewing the car display by many of 
our residents. 

Fresh Plates Creative Catering 
will have a tent in place selling 
beer, wine, bratwursts, hot dogs, 
and hamburgers for this event (cash 
only, please). Come out and enjoy 
an evening with friends and neigh-
bors. Please note during inclement 
weather the Cruise-In car display 
will be cancelled and Happy Hour 
will move inside the Recreation 
Center Ballroom from 5 to 8 p.m. 

The Happy Hour entertainment 
lineup is as follows:

• April 1: Indigo Band (Ball-
room); Debbie Owen & Tony 
T. (Pavilion).

• April 8: 3 for the Road Plus 1 
(Ballroom); Tim Hargis (Pa-
vilion).

• April 15: Red Gate (Cruise-In 
Happy Hour); Johnny Lobo 
(Pavilion).

• April 22: Bad Kitty (Ball-
room); Dave & Kenny (Pavil-
ion).

• April 29: One Flite Up (Ball-
room); Sal & the Gal (Pavil-
ion)

Individual resident IDs will be re-
quired for entry into Happy Hour; 
anyone not producing a resident ID 
will be considered a guest and guest 
fees are $5 per person. Children un-
der the age of 15 will not be permit-

ted to Happy Hour. 
Please note that no outside bev-

erages of any kind will be allowed 
into Happy Hour at the Recreation 
Center Ballroom, pool, and pavil-
ion. 
Poolside Entertainment

We will now have additional 
poolside entertainment at the pool 
pavilion for the following locations 
during the month of April.

• Saturday, April 23: Retro Ex-
press (Recreation Center) 
from 1 to 4 p.m.

• Friday, April 8: Palomino 
Blonde (Weybourne Landing) 
from 3 to 6 p.m.

Document Destruction*
Shred Express LLC will be onsite 

for another document shredding 
event Friday, April 8, in the Recre-
ation Center parking lot from 9 to 
11 a.m. Take advantage of this op-
portunity to safely dispose of your 
documents in a convenient and 
eco-friendly way. Please note you 
must park all vehicles and bring the 
items to be shredded to the truck. 
Cost is $5 per 1-cubic foot (or one 
standard storage size box).
Victory Casino*

An afternoon of gambling is 
scheduled Wednesday, April 20, on 
the Victory Casino out of Port Ca-
naveral, Florida. You’ll enjoy bin-
go, entertainment, relaxation, live 
table games and over 600 of the lat-
est slots. Dine in the Atlantic Café 
and receive free drinks while gam-
ing. You will receive $30 in qualified 
slot play that can be downloaded 
once you have played and received 
12 points. Please note that a valid 
government-issued photo ID will 
be required to board. Cost is $54 
per person and includes transpor-
tation, boarding of the Victory Ca-
sino, buffet, and $30 qualified slot 
play. Please note face masks are re-
quired on the vessel. 
Social Hour

Relax with friends and neighbors 
Thursday, April 21, from 4 to 6 p.m. 
in the Recreation Center Ballroom. 
You will enjoy easy listening music 
by Joe Beddia. A cash bar and light 
hors d’oeuvres will be provided 
(while supplies last). This is a free 
event. 
SR200 Coalition Meeting

Pat Gabriel, president of the 
SR200 Coalition, will present and 

update us on all the new develop-
ments along the SR200 Corridor 
Thursday, April 28, at 1 p.m. in the 
Recreation Center Ballroom. This 
area is booming … come and hear 
all about it. 
Community Pavilions

Please keep in mind that to guar-
antee your use of the following pa-
vilions: Veterans Park, Recreation 
Center pool, softball, Weybourne 
Landing, The Lodge at Candler 
Hills and Indigo East, you will need 
to complete a Room Request form. 
Booking of the pavilions and the 
forms can be obtained by contact-
ing the facility offices. 
Community News

The R/C flying field and car track 
are an amenity for all residents 
and Indigo East residents holding 
a Gateway of Services pass. Please 
note that when utilizing these fa-
cilities, all pets must be on a leash 
and you must pick up after them. 
The pavilion located at the flying 
field and car track is members use 
only; no private parties permitted. 
Alcohol is prohibited in this area 
due to the insurance that is carried 
by these clubs. 

We are excited to announce that 
the Weybourne Landing and Recre-
ation Center pickleball courts are 
now open. Weybourne Landing has 
two permanent and four temporary 
pickleball courts and one tennis 
court. 

The Recreation Center has 11 
new pickleball courts making 
a total of 23 courts. Please note 
that courts one through 12 and 16 
through 23 are designated for pick-
leball league play with assigned 
times; and courts 13 through 15 
are for open play for all residents. 
League play time is posted on the 
bulletin boards by the courts. 
Community Updates

We are now accepting 2023 room 

request bookings. 
All resident clubs and organiza-

tions requiring printed flyers and 
tickets will be charged $5 per re-
quest. This fee includes profession-
ally designed artwork and a maxi-
mum of 200 printed flyers and 
tickets (if needed).
Stay in the Know

Additional event/trip details are 
available at OTOWInfo.com by 
clicking “Activity Info” then “Vir-
tual Bulletin Board” (or scan the 
QR code above), the Recreation & 
Wellness Connections catalog, or 
pick up a printed flyer at the Rec-
reation Center. Please also refer to 
the monthly event calendar (home 
delivered with every issue of the 
World News).

Stay safe and continue to moni-
tor otowinfo.com for the latest up-
dates.

*To register, call 352-854-8707 x7498 or 
x7533. Payment is required at time of registra-
tion. No refunds will be issued 14 days or fewer 
prior to any event or trip. Events and activities 
that take place behind the gates of On Top of 
the World are for residents only.  

EMERGENCY AFTER-HOURS PHONE NUMBER

352-236-OTOW (236-6869)
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By Elaine Morrison 
World News Writer

By Jim Shuman

I am going to make a prediction. 
I predict that by the time you have 
finished reading this article you 
will never again assign any negative 
thoughts to the words Swan Song. 

For the melodic phrase that runs 
throughout the song of the swan 
you are about to meet is one of giv-
ing … giving in service, particularly 
to the less fortunate, compassion 
… caring for and helping those in 
need and love … for all the lucky 
folks who enter her orbit. 

Our swan’s name is Lois Nix, a 
longtime resident of Ocala, having 
flown here in 1984 from the winter 
weather in the Adirondack region 
of New York State. She was a resi-
dent of the area when SR 200 was 
a two-lane road. She watched the 
building of several adult communi-
ty developments, including On Top 
of the World.

A self-acclaimed workaholic, 
Lois held down two jobs when she 
initially became involved with The 
Arc in both Essex and Saratoga 
Counties in New York. She worked 
in group homes where she provided 
counseling to the elderly and men-
tally challenged. At the same time, 
she became certified to be a fos-
ter parent and for many years she 
provided a home for youngsters 
between the ages of four and early 
teens. 

By recognizing the special skills 
and needs of the youngsters, Lois 
was able to achieve some amazing 
results and she proudly says that 
through the medium of social me-
dia she has been able to reconnect 
with some of her “kids” and takes 
great pleasure in seeing they have 
turned into thriving, happy adults.

In 1987, Lois saw a particular 
need in the community and started 
her own business which she called 
Individual Homecare Services. 
With five staff members she was 
able to train 23 women in the field, 
and they then were able to provide 
care not only in nursing and reha-
bilitation homes but to hospice fa-
cilities as well, something that up 

Photo by Marilyn Herrick

Lois Nix.

A Very Special Swan 
Song

until that time had not been avail-
able.

She sold that business and went 
on to become a director of social 
services for the Lifecare Center 
of Ocala. In this capacity, Lois be-
came an advocate for the rights 
and protection of both patients and 
staff. This led her to the position of 
ombudsman, and you truly would 
want to have Lois on your side of 
any issue. She honed her investiga-
tive skills while doing this work and 
they served her in good measure for 
her future endeavors.

One of the more unusual of these 
was her becoming an auctioneer. 
She had attended several auctions 
and thought that might be a good 
way to bring in much needed mon-
ey to the organizations she was so 
passionate about. She went to auc-
tioneer school, passed the state 
boards, and became the second fe-
male auctioneer in Marion County 
where she was affectionately called 
Colonel Lois Nix. More about that 
later.

Throughout her journey, Lois 
was fortunate to have met some re-
markable pioneer women who be-
came friends. These women were 
the CEOs of their respective not-
for-profit organizations, and they 
include Alice Previtt, Hospice of 
Marion County; Diane Morthland, 
Marion County Social Services; Dr. 
Judy Wilson, Ocala Domestic Vio-
lence/Sexual Assault Center; Nelle 
Needham, ARC Marion; Dee Brown, 
Board of Elections; Tony James, 
United Way; and Mary Britt, Ocala 
Civic Theatre. Lois stated, “These 
dedicated, strong women provided 
so much inspiration to me; I am 
honored to have known and worked 
with them.”

Finally, settling back into On Top 
of the World, Lois involved herself 
by becoming a resident volunteer 
in different capacities. While in this 
endeavor she experienced a situa-
tion which required her expertise. 
When a resident did not respond to 
the knock on the door, and it was 

clear there was someone living in 
the home, she instituted the neces-
sary follow up measures and the el-
derly resident was happily rescued. 
Lois has since become a lifeline 
to the lady. There are many other 
stories Lois tells about how such 
repeated interest and subsequent 
actions have helped reclusive resi-
dents regain some form of social-
ization. 

Since there still may be some 
more hours left in a day, Lois also 
volunteers at Circle Square Cultural 
Center, helping with major events, 
and ushers at the Ocala Symphony 
Orchestra concerts.

Since 2010, she has been the 
coordinator of the SWANS (Single 
Women’s Active Networking Sys-
tem), which now boasts a roster of 
138 women. In this capacity, some 
members lovingly have promot-
ed her to General Lois Nix, as she 
brilliantly handles so many of the 
group’s activities with perfect pre-
cision and purpose. The motto of 
the SWANS is “SWANS are never 

alone,” and to this end small groups 
of appetizers, breakfasts, lunches, 
and dinners are held in members’ 
homes, which provides an intimate 
opportunity for the ladies to mingle 
and get to know each other. Many 
good friendships have evolved from 
this activity. Card playing, a book 
club, taking trips and going out to 
eat are a part of the SWANS. A bian-
nual trip to Daytona Beach has be-
come a club favorite as well. 

Other activities include forming 
a ladies only shuffleboard club with 
the help of Theresa Fields, which is 
presently in its fifth season. 

Other interests include member-
ship in Women of the World, an 
educational and charitable organi-
zation. Lois is a board member and 
advisor. 

When you Google the word 
“swan” you will find that some 
characteristics of the breed include 
being intelligent, loyal, happy, and 
loving ... a bird of good fortune. Ap-
plicable to Lois? I rest my case ... I 
mean prediction. 

The Moonstruck Astronomy Club 
held its monthly meeting in March. 
In addition to covering club activi-
ties and publications, President Jim 
Di Paolo announced the next NASA 
webinar – a discussion of the re-
cently-launched Parker Solar Probe 
to explore the Sun’s atmosphere. 
The presentation by NASA scientist 
Kelly Korreck explained that the 
probe has flown closer than ever to 
the Sun to examine its nearby atmo-
sphere and radiation. 

Several club members shared 
stories of trips they have taken re-
cently involving astronomy. Beverly 
Bergmann and Cammie Fairburn 
described a “bucket list” trip they 
both took with the Road Scholar 
Program to far northern Manitoba 
to witness the nighttime displays of 
northern lights in early February. 
They stayed at the Churchill North-
ern Studies Center near Hudson 
Bay where “aurora guides” took 
them out in the middle of the night 
to view the aurorae in temperatures 
below -30 degrees! Both Bergmann 
and Fairburn loved the entire ex-
perience, and club members were 
thrilled to see their photos! 

Following that, Ed Hayes showed 
photos of his visit to the permanent 
observatory site where the San Di-
ego Astronomy Association oper-
ates its eight-inch and 25-inch tele-
scopes in the desert 60 miles east of 
the city. Hayes is still a member of 
the association, and his photos of 
the installation were remarkable. 

Vice President Larry Isenberg 
covered the club’s gains in mem-
bership and its financial report. He 
also highlighted some recent activi-
ties by club members and discussed 
upcoming plans for future outings. 
Secretary John Bridges then pre-
sented his monthly review of the 
March night skies, showing posi-

Photo by Cammie Fairburn

The Northern Lights (aurora) seen from the Churchill Northern Studies Center in Manitoba in early February.

Astronomical Travels
tions of the moon, planets, inter-
national space station, and celes-
tial objects of interest throughout 
the month. He highlighted details 
about ways club members can 
watch for the appearance of the ISS 
on evenings it will be particularly 
bright as it passes overhead.

Di Paolo concluded the meeting 
with additional details about auro-
rae and reminded club members to 

watch for emails announcing more 
observation sessions and telescope 
operation clinics in the coming 
weeks and months. Observation 
sessions could be held on any eve-
ning that weather conditions allow 
for an open sky and club members 
are willing to set up their telescopes 
to share observations. Members are 
welcome to arrive and stay as long 
as they wish throughout the obser-
vation evenings. All sessions are 
held in the R/C flying field adjacent 
to the car track. 

Regular meetings of the Moon-
struck Astronomy Club are on the 

second Thursday of every month 
from 1:30 to 3 p.m. in the Hobby 
Building Event Room. All residents 
can join the club, and new mem-
bers are welcome! Yearly club dues 
are only $15 per year, and they in-
clude a subscription to the quar-
terly Reflector Magazine. Indigo 
East residents require a Gateway of 
Services pass to participate in the 
club. For information or club regis-
tration, please contact Moonstruck 
Astronomy Club President Jim Di 
Paolo at moonastroclub@gmail.
com. Or visit moonstruckastrono-
myclub.org.
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Ron Broman

Native Plant
Group

Debbie Sherer

Birders’ Beat

With trumpet shape 
And coral hue 
Attracting birds 
And butterflies 
Who wouldn’t be 
Enticed 

Climbing upwards 
Toward the canopy 
Producing blooms 
Of reddish orange 
With yellow tinge 
And white 

Seeking sunlight 
Growing in poor soil
Adaptable
Ornamental 
An evergreen

Photo by Ron Broman

Where in the world grows this vine?

Almost

Songbirds enjoy 
Tasty red berries 
Hummingbirds seek
Nectar in blooms 
Butterflies find 
Pollen 

Growing now in 
On Top of the World 
Where will you find 
This special vine 
Discover it 
Weedin’

When you think that you have 
found our beautiful species, and 
perhaps her name(s), call us at 352-
861-4560. A native plant is awaiting.

We in the Native Plant Group 
would welcome you if you would 
care to join us as we continue to 
maintain our Florida native proj-
ects. Call for details. 

Growing native can be a fantastic 
adventure!

The Birding Group plans to visit 
Blue Run of Dunnellon Park Thurs-
day, April 28. Jim Shuman will be 
the leader for this trip. Blue Run is 
a 2.7-mile trail along the Rainbow 
River with woodland paths and 
paved trails. The trail keeps you dry 
and in the shade, as you walk along 
the Rainbow River. For more in-
formation about Blue Run, see the 
slideshow of this area on Florida-
Hikes.com.

There are several branches of 
this trail that lead to small ponds 
with benches where you can sit and 
enjoy the shady surroundings while 
watching for the birds that frequent 
Blue Run. According to eBird entries 

Photo by Erik Sherer

Double-crested cormorant.

in 2022, birds identified in Blue Run 
are: sandhill cranes, double-crest-
ed cormorants, great egrets, belted 
kingfishers, red-shouldered hawks, 
barred owls, pileated woodpeck-
ers, ruby-crowned kinglets, eastern 
phoebes, northern parulas, yellow-
rumped warblers, ring-billed gulls, 
and white-eyed vireos. 

The Birding Group has selected 
Swampy’s Bar & Grille in Dunnel-
lon for lunch. You will be provided 
with directions to Blue Run and 
Swampy’s on April 28 when the 
Birding Group meets in the park-
ing lot of Friendship Center at 7:45 
a.m. just outside the SW 99th Street 
gate by Bank OZK. Please park your 
vehicle near Bank OZK but not in 
front of the bank. The best place 
to park is by the hedges on the side 
of the bank. If you are interested in 
joining us on this trip, please con-
tact Margitta Claterbos at (mclater-
bos@gmail.com).
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Chris Kilbride

Computer Club

Shane Bobson
info@mybridgenet.com

Tech Tips

Anne Parker

Travel
Toppers

Every Saturday, at 9 a.m. the 
Computer Club meets for an hour 
via Zooms. We discuss PC and Apple 
issues regarding software and hard-
ware. Our otowpcclub.org website 
will give lots of great information 
about our group. 

It’s amazing how technology 
can make caregiving less stress-
ful. Electronic door sensors can 
be placed within the home to alert 
caregivers when cabinet or exterior 
doors are opened, showing move-
ment of a senior who still wants to 
keep their independence. A distant 
family member can monitor their 
meal preparation or be alerted 
when they exit the home. Sensors 
for plug sockets also monitor elec-
tronics when used in the kitchen or 
elsewhere.

In the area of portable tracking, 
there are GPS insoles for shoes for 
anyone who wanders, and it’s one 
item they won’t forget to have on 
them. After the initial cost, you 
would need a monthly service plan 
for the cellular data connection. 
Watches specifically for seniors can 
help schedule medications, doc-
tor’s appointments, emergency 
alerts, and simplify sending text 
messages. These too would need 
a cellular plan. Bluetooth trackers 
in the form of tiles or AirTags can 
help find lost keys, bags and any-
thing that can have these aids easily 
clipped to the item and travel with 
it. You then access the app on your 
smartphone to locate the lost items.

Cameras placed throughout the 

home, especially on the ceiling, 
would give real time sight and sound 
of your family member to help keep 
them safe. A high-definition smart 
display with auto-framing, motion 
and Alexa offers hands-free calling, 
messaging, and remote control of 
smart home devices. There is also 
a new feature where you may check 
in on your loved one through two-
way video and keep them company 
when you can’t be there.

Motion activated night lights can 
detect movement within 15 feet 
and brighten the nightly path from 
room to room. Some have one-year 
batteries while others plug into 
the electrical socket. By having a 
custom engraved bracelet with the 
person’s name, medical condition, 
and emergency number to call, it 
might help safely return a person 
who has wandered off or is in medi-
cal distress. 

The many products available are 
as varied as any type of problem to 
solve. Trying to stay at home longer 
is a goal for seniors, and we might 
look toward technology to offer 
ourselves and caregivers a helping 
hand.

Residents are welcome to join 
our club, with $10 individual yearly 
dues or $15 per couple. The Contact 
page on otowpcclub.org or email 
otowpcclub@gmail.com will get 
you in touch with us. 

Each Thursday, from 9 to 10 
a.m., members enjoy in-person 
help sessions in the Hobby Building 
or online one-on-one instruction, 
discussing their PC or Apple com-
puter, smartphone, or tablet issues. 
Members may list on our website 
any computer-related hardware for 
sale or to give away. 

We keep the meeting fun and of-
fer suggestions and possible solu-
tions to help our members.

What is buffering?
Buffering is when a service pro-

vider (YouTube TV or Netflix) tries 
to stream video ahead of what you 
are watching so it plays continu-
ously. When the video catches up 
to the point where the file has been 
streaming, there might be a delay. 
This means it will pause, and you’ll 
see a rotating arrow, spinning cir-
cle, or loading message on your 
TV screen. Once the video stream 
catches up, it plays again.
What causes buffering?

There are two main causes for 
buffering – your local network and 
the service distributor. First, local-
ly on your network there may be a 
several causes that can lead to buff-
ering:

• Slow speed from your ISP 
either due to a service issue 
or not having a big enough 
bandwidth package (25 Mbps 
is recommended)

• Too many devices using the 
available bandwidth. 

• -Your Wi-Fi network may be 
impacted by the environ-
ment such as barriers or con-
flicting signals from other de-

vices and the distance to your 
router. 

• Too many devices connected 
to a router at once. 

Secondly, from the source you’re 
streaming may be overloaded with 
too much traffic and/or the stream-
ing provider is having internet is-
sues themselves or on back-up ser-
vices.
How can you minimize buffering?

There are a couple things you 
can do to reduce buffering. First 
and foremost, make sure you have 
adequate bandwidth. Most ser-
vices require a minimum of 7 to 10 
Mbps to do a single device stream-
ing at the standard 1080p quality. 
But with a 4K 7.1 surround sound 
movie you’re looking for at least 25 
Mbps to support it without buffer-
ing. That doesn’t account for other 
devices that share the same band-
width across your home.

Another solution is to use an Eth-
ernet hardline wherever possible. 
A shielded Ethernet cable is secure 
from outside interference and can 
handle data at a faster rate than 
Wi-Fi can handle. Other solutions 
might be the occasional and proper 
power cycling of networking equip-
ment. Or pausing the stream for a 
minute or two to give the stream 
a chance to buffer. While most of 
the streams that you click on will 
work with no problems at all, you 
are going to encounter streams that 
just can’t give you enough data for 
whatever reason.

The Tampa Bay Downs racetrack 
trip Saturday, April 2, is wait list 
only.  Tampa Bay Downs, the only 
thoroughbred racetrack on the west 
coast of Florida, is known as one 
of America’s oldest and most well-
maintained tracks.   The price of $58 
per person includes the bus, tip for 
the driver, and a buffet lunch.  To 
be placed on the wait list, call Gail 
Ambrose at 954-614-0898 (Monday 
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.).

We will travel to Mount Dora 
Saturday, April 23, with a two-hour 
boat cruise on Lake Dora and the 
Dora Canal.  Shopping and lunch 
are on your own.  The cost of the 
trip is $60 per person.  The price in-
cludes transportation, boat cruise, 

and tips for the bus driver and boat 
guides.  The bus departs On Top of 
the World at 9:30 a.m. and returns 
at approximately 5:45 p.m.  Call 
Linda Hein at 352-861-9880 to make 
a reservation (Monday through Fri-
day, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.).  

A trip to the Suncoast Broadway 
Dinner Theater is planned for Sun-
day, May 8.  You will experience one 
of theatre’s most legendary musi-
cal dramas, “Camelot.”  The play is 
set during the days of King Arthur 
and the Knights of the Round Ta-
ble when life was still magic.  The 
cost is $78 per person and includes 
transportation, tips, and your meal.  
Reservations are being taken by 
Linda Welty-Cohen at 714-293-4514 
(Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m.).

On Father’s Day, June 19, a trip is 
scheduled aboard the Barbara Lee 
on the St. Johns River.  The cost will 
be $80 which includes the bus, tip 
for the driver, and lunch.  This trip 
is for residents and overnight guests 
only.  Enjoy a three-hour luncheon 
cruise.  A fresh meal is prepared 
on board and served at your table.  
Choices are prime rib, chicken cor-
don bleu, salmon filet, roasted veg-
etable lasagna, chef’s salad, or pas-
ta primavera served with potatoes, 
veggies, salad, rolls and dessert.  
Hot and iced tea is included along 
with a cash bar.  To make your res-
ervation, call Sharon Stetson 207-
838-3776 (Monday through Friday, 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.) beginning April 5. 

A brochure will no longer be 
published; the best way to get up-
to-date information is to visit travel-
topperstours.com. Articles are also 
published in the Marion Citizen. 

Trips are open only to resi-
dents.  Any non-residents who par-
ticipate in trips must be a guest of 
a resident club member.  Note that 
Indigo East residents need to have a 
Gateway of Services pass.

Reservations may only be made 
for four people at a time.  Travel 
Toppers Tours is trying to be fair 
to all residents.  The community is 
growing, and many residents wish 
to participate in our tours.

Pam Bell

Book of the Bible

Come join us Tuesdays, at 10 
a.m. in the Hobby Building Event 
Room as we explore the Bible. Fred 
Thompson is our teacher. We are 
currently going through the book of 
Genesis. 

Additionally, the second Tuesday 
of each month we meet at the Vet-
erans Park pavilion for a picnic at 
11:30 a.m. 

FREE RECREATION FITNESS 
CENTER ORIENTATIONS AND 

BALANCE ASSESSMENTS
Orientations 

Tuesdays, at 1 p.m.

Balance Assessments 
Thursdays, at 1 p.m.

352-854-8707 ext. 7534
Space is limited. Call for an appointment.
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Peter Parisi

Genealogical
Society

Eileen Marden

Active  
Singles Club

Sandi Dickerson

SWANS

The SWANS (Single Women’s 
Active Networking System) was es-
tablished for single women at On 
Top of the World in 2006. Our motto 
has always been “SWANS are never 
alone.” We actively support each 
other during times of need and 
enjoy life through our many social 
events. Just this past month, we 
all helped a former SWAN as she 
prepares to move. Thanks to Lois, 
Kathy, Sandy, Kay, Cheryl, Ann, De-
nise, and Marsha who helped with 

the setting up and the manning her 
tag sale. Once again, another SWAN 
was not alone in her time of need.

Our semi-annual meeting was 
held Saturday, March 5. Lois gave 
us the history of the SWANS and ex-
plained how we do our breakfast-, 
lunch-, and dinner-out. She also re-
viewed upcoming trips that we have 
planned – both special events host-
ed by our members and trips with 
our travel agent. Everyone was giv-
en the opportunity to ask questions 
and sign up for various activities. 
So many signed up for all our activi-
ties! We appreciate all those ladies 
who volunteered to host! What a 
great way to make new friends! We 
ended up forming 15 new appetizer-
in and four new dinner-in groups, 

all of which will meet once a month 
through September.  

We continue to meet Saturday 
mornings to play cards. We are 
having quite a turnout! Keep it up, 
ladies! If you are a SWAN who is 
interested in learning how to play 
samba, give Lois a call for more in-
formation. 

The book club continues to meet, 
as well as our appetizer- and dinner-
in groups. CJ and Barbara hosted 
our March breakfast-out at Mama 
B’s while Sally and Jan hosted our 
March lunch-out at Edo’s. Thanks 
to all these ladies who volunteered 
to host. Without you, these outings 
would not happen! These lunches 
and breakfasts are a wonderful 
opportunity to catch up with old 

friends and make new ones! 
Our members are looking for-

ward to our visit to the Marjorie-
Kinnan Rawlings house and lunch 
at The Yearling towards the end 
of April, and our semi-annual trip 
to Daytona Beach in May. Many of 
us have never visited the Rawlings 
house and are very excited to be 
going there. Our trips to Daytona 
Beach are always fun! Just three 
days of getting away are wonderful!

Our group’s sole purpose is to 
make sure the single women in On 
Top of the World are never alone 
in this journey. Lois Nix has been 
steadfast in her dedication to mak-
ing sure the SWANS is available 
for all single women in On Top of 
the World for the past 16 years. Re-
member, SWANS are never alone!

Here’s hoping April brings lots 
of showers!  Our members are en-
joying doing things together again. 
Our monthly meeting is Wednes-
day, April 20, at 6 p.m. at the Arbor 
Conference Center Dance Studios 
II-IV.

Here’s a new addition to our 
monthly column – “everyone has a 
backstory.” I’m including an inter-
view of a newer member with some-
thing unusual in their background 

that may be of interest to us. Peggy 
Bumatay is a native Californian and 
moved here about a year ago.  She 
is a retired risk and safety manager.  
Peggy is an accomplished musi-
cian, playing the piano and the pipe 
organ. That’s a bit unusual.  She 
sings and conducts small groups.  
Currently, Peggy is an accompanist 
for the Concert Chorus and will be 
a co-conductor and accompanist 
for their spring production.  Please 
take the opportunity to attend and 
see her perform.  Peggy loves to 
travel and would like to see some 

“roads less traveled” as a retiree, 
maybe to some exotic places. 

The Active Singles Club holds 
regular bocce ball play every 

Wednesday, at the bocce courts at 
The Arbors, at 4 p.m. Closed-toed 
shoes are required. 

New players are always needed 
and appreciated for wallyball at 
the Recreation Center, lower-level 
court, at 1 p.m. Saturdays.  Tennis 
shoes are required. 

Bocce ball and wallyball have 
great players who will help with 
rules and guidance for those just 
learning to play.  No experience 
needed.

Our breakfast club meets month-
ly on the second Tuesday, at 8:30 
a.m. in the Recreation Center 
Lounge. 

Pickleball players gather Thurs-
days, at 4 p.m. at the pickleball 
courts. 

Game night is the second Tues-
day of every month at Candler 
Hills Community Center, from 6 to 
8 p.m.  Bring a game you enjoy or 
play someone else’s.

A Gateway of Services pass is re-

quired for Indigo East residents for 
all the above activities.

Our annual golf cart poker run 
is scheduled for Saturday, April 16. 
Registration is required.

Happy hour takes place at the 
Indigo East Community Center the 
third Tuesday of the month, from 4 
to 6 p.m.  April, June, July, August, 
and December are scheduled.  It is 
a bring your own beverage (BYOB) 
event with no cover charge.  There 
will be no happy hour in May, Sep-
tember, and November as the facil-
ity unavailable.  

The nine-hole scramble is held 
on the third Thursday of every 
month through October.  Please see 
our events calendar for fees and 
other details. 

The Active Singles Club has 
grown to one of the larger clubs 
in our community.  Our motto is 

“we may be single, but we are not 
alone.” Visit us at otowactivesin-
glesclub.com.   

On Monday, Feb. 21, Liza Alzo 
gave an educational presentation 
on “Overcoming Brick Walls in 
Eastern European Research” via 
Zoom. 

Eastern Europe includes Latvia, 
Lithuania, Estonia, Poland, Belar-
us, Ukraine, Moldova, Hungary, the 
Czech Republic, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Romania, Bulgaria, Croatia, Mon-
tenegro, Albania, Kosovo, Bosnia, 
Herzegovina, Macedonia, and Ser-
bia. 

Common brick wall problems 
are caused by failure to exhaust all 
resources, both print and online. 
When using databases, read the di-
rections. Problems arise by relying 
only on indexes on the internet, in-
stead of performing onsite research 
to find the original documents. An 
understanding of the time and the 
laws of that time are essential. Cre-
ating a timeline for your ancestor 
with dates and places, what records 
you have found and what records 
you still require, may help you to 
find other information. Focus on 
one missing record at a time. 

According to Liza, research in 
Eastern Europe can be a challeng-
ing process. You must know the im-
migrant’s original name. Spelling 
is the key and can be problematic. 
Eastern European names can be 
phonetic. Over time, the spelling 
of the surname changed as they 
moved from place to place, espe-
cially if they were uneducated. It 
is helpful to create a chart using al-
ternate spellings of the name to use 
in your search. Depending on the 
country, research online how dif-
ferent languages add a suffix to the 
surname if the person is female. 

If possible, learn the specific 
name of the town or village in 
which they lived or were born. Re-
search where the baptism records 
are kept because they contain criti-
cal genealogical information. Uti-
lize maps, gazetteers, and atlases 
of the area. Depending on the time-
frame you are researching, you may 
need maps of the former Russian 
Empire, Prussian-German Empire, 
and the Austrian-Hungarian Em-
pire. Look for changes in the name 
of places as an area changed what 
country it belonged to depending 
on the timeframe.

Once your ancestor came to the 
U.S., check census records, immi-
gration and naturalization records, 
military enlistment and pension re-
cords, obituaries, church records, 
death, funeral home, and cemetery 
records. Remember, death records 
are only as good as the informant. 
Also, check land and probate re-
cords and Social Security Death In-

dexes. 
If you are interested in joining 

the Genealogical Society, contact 
Wilma Kelly at otowgens@gmail.
com. Dues are $20 per year for an 
individual and $35 for a couple. 

Our meetings are at 10 a.m. the 
second and third Mondays of the 
month. Our meetings will be both 
in person at the Hobby Building 
Event Room and via Zoom. Our 
club president, Paul Belter, will no-
tify members by email on how to 
access Zoom. 

On Monday, April 11, there will 
be a semi-annual members busi-
ness meeting, followed by an open 
genealogy discussion by the mem-
bership. 

On Monday, April 18, Paul Belter 
will give an education presentation 
on “Probate Records: An Interest-
ing Example.”

Visit us at otowgens.shutterfly.
com.

REPLACEMENT CAR DECALS
Bring your car, resident ID,  
auto registration and $10.

Resident Services
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday

No decals issued during inclement weath-
er. Closes at noon for 30-50 minutes for 

30 minutes of sanitizing.
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Nancy Meininger

Michigan Club

David Wesenberg

Scandinavian
American Club

Linda Lohr

R/C LadyBirds

The Scandinavian American 
Club saw a presentation by Dee 
Collier on Freydis, daughter of Eric 
the Red. Fearless and able, Freydis 
wrote two sagas about the Vikings 
toward the end of their era. Dee 
portrayed this fascinating charac-
ter throughout her presentation.

Many English words come from 
the Vikings including dirt, sky, 
egg, berserk, club, bug and freckle. 
Four of our days of the week are 
named after Viking gods including 
Tiw (god of war), Wodin (leader of 
gods), Thor (god of thunder), and 
Fria (goddess of love). The Vikings 
live on in language and Scandina-
vian culture.

Every meeting is an opportunity 
to learn more about our Scandina-
vian heritage and to share a meal 
and fellowship. Our next meeting 
is Tuesday, April 26, in the Arbor 
Conference Center Dance Studios 
III-IV 2 p.m. Contact Linda Pinney 
at luckypinney@gmail.com or 831-
431-0525 about joining us. Photo by Linda Pinney

Dee Collier as Freydis.

David Cranmer

Tall Tale
Travelers

The Tall Tale Travelers Club is al-
ways welcoming new members and 
is open to all residents interested in 
the recreation vehicle (RV) lifestyle. 
Whether you drive a motor home 
or a tow a camper – or you’d like 
to know more about RVing – please 
join us. Membership is free. Our 
next meeting will be Wednesday, 
April 20, from 3 to 4 p.m. in the 
Hobby Building Event Room.

Last month, we had 12 RVs meet 
up for a rally at the Lazy Days RV 
Resort near Tampa, Florida. Mem-
bers took advantage of warm and 
dry weather to visit the many at-
tractions in the area. A group sup-
per, evening bonfires and a visit to 
the Strawberry Festival in Plant City 
were some of the highlights of the 
trip. Our thanks to Wayne and Nan-
cy Siewert for organizing the rally.

Coming up, along with our 
monthly meetings, we have sched-
uled trips to RV resorts in Brooks-
ville, Ft. Myers Beach as well as 
Savannah, Georgia. On these trips 
there are fun-filled activities at the 
resort as well as opportunities to 
enjoy local attractions. Throughout 
the year we enjoy informal camp-
ing trips to area campgrounds for 
special events.

For more information, contact 
club president David Cranmer at 
talltaletravelers@gmail.com or visit 
us on Facebook (Tall Tale Travel-
ers).

The LadyBirds enjoyed a great af-
ternoon on the Singing River Tour 
in Dunnellon in February. Six mem-
bers and friends were able to enjoy 
the gorgeous day on the river. Cap-
tain Jon Semmes pointed out the va-
riety of wildlife and told of living on 
the river when he came to Dunnel-
lon from Alabama as a child. It was 
a wonderful afternoon followed by 
great food at Sweeties’ Cafe and Tea 
House in Dunnellon. They feature 
all homemade food and desserts 
and lots of teas to choose from.

Our club is open to all wives and 
significant others of the R/C Flyers. 
We meet the second Friday of each 
month, September through May, at 
10 a.m. in the Hobby Building Event 
Room. Please come, bring your 
choice of beverage, and join us! Our 
dues are $10 per year. We are work-
ing on setting up adventures and 
guests for the coming year!

Photo by Linda Lohr

Captain Jon entertaining the R/C LadyBirds on a river 
cruise in February.

Each year, Michigan Club mem-
bers look forward to the opening of 
baseball season because that means 
it’s time for our popular annual Co-
ney Island hot dog barbeque. Held 
at the pavilion behind the Recre-
ation Center, the picnic starts at 5 
p.m. Sunday, April 3. You are en-
couraged to come hungry and bring 
your own beverage. 

Tickets are $5 and include a 
grilled Coney Island hot dog topped 
with Coney sauce, chopped onions 
and mustard, plus potato chips, and 
a myriad of potluck sides includ-
ing potato salad, coleslaw, baked 
beans, fruit salad and numerous 
desserts. If you do not have your 
tickets yet, call Nancy Meininger at 
352-342-9757.  

Our March meeting featured a 

Photo by Nancy Meininger 

What would George have done? Told by Martha 
Washington (also known as Dee Collier) at the Michigan 
Club meeting.

walk back in time with Dee Collier 
in full costume portraying Mar-
tha Washington. Dee has a gift for 
bringing her audience onto the his-
torical stage as part of her portray-
als. 

Michigan Club members come 
from every county in the water 
wonderland from the shores of 
Lake Superior to the base of Lake 
Erie. Join us for this fun end of the 
season picnic. Our next meeting 
will be Sunday, Oct. 2, at the Arbor 
Conference Center Dance Studios 
I-III.  

For more information or last-
minute tickets, contact Nancy 
Meininger at 352-342-9757. 
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Nancy Meininger

The Jewish
Club

YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR MEDICARE NEEDS

guidedmedicare.comNow proudly representing Florida Blue Medicare. 
Guided Medicare Solutions is not affiliated with, or endorsed by Medicare, or any government agency. Calling this number will direct you to a licensed agent. There 
is no obligation to enroll. GMS does not discriminate based on race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. 

40465 04/01/22

Our Medicare Services are at NO COST TO YOU!
• Looking for a Medicare Plan?
• Just Moving In?
• Turning 65?
• Losing Group Coverage
• Looking for Plans with No Referrals?
• Money Back Plans?

(855) 529-2855
Stop by your local 

office or call to make 
an appointment

Our experts will walk you through 
the multitude of options available.

GUIDED MEDICARE
1737 SW 17th St, 
Ocala, FL 34471

CIRCLE SQUARE COMMONS
GUIDED MEDICARE
8399 SW 80th St. Suite 17, 
Ocala, FL 34481

Over 10 Years serving residents 
in the Ocala Community. 
We look forward to continuing 
our commitment to you!

It’s always a good time to review your 
Medicare needs. 

Judy Parisi

Rhode Island
Group

There are not many places where 
you can leisurely stroll along a 
walkway with the beautiful Atlan-
tic Ocean on one side, and state-
ly mansions on the other. But in 
Newport, Rhode Island, Cliff Walk 
is one of them. Unfortunately, in 
early March a portion of the walk 
collapsed – about a 20-foot stretch 
between Webster and Narragan-
sett Avenues, near what is known 
as Forty Steps. However, while that 
portion of the walk is presently 
closed for safety purposes, the rest 
of the walk remains open. 

It was during the last half of 
the 1800s that summer “cottages” 
which are actually magnificent 
mansions were constructed by sev-
eral of the Vanderbilts, the Oelrichs, 
Goelets, Astors, Bradleys and more 
barons of industry along Cliff Walk. 
Many are currently owned by the 
Preservation Society of Newport, 
but some are still privately owned. 

Between the backyard of the 
mansions and the ocean lies Cliff 
Walk, which is protected by long 
term public use, the “Fisherman’s 
Rights” granted by the Colonial 
Charter of King Charles II and a 
passage within the Rhode Island 
Constitution that provide the pub-
lic “rights of fishery and the privi-

Photo by Judy Parisi

Cliff Walk of the Tea House built by Alva Belmont behind The Marble House.

leges of the shore to which they had 
heretofore been entitle.” This prior 
use has provided the legal right of 
people to walk the cliffs. 

During the period 1970 to 1976, 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
supervised basic repairs using 
gravel, asphalt and rocks weighing 
tons to form revetments. The City 
of Newport and State of Rhode Is-
land contributed funds for repairs. 
In 1975, the walk was designated a 
National Recreations Trial. Further 
improvements and repairs are on-
going. 

Cliff Walk runs three and a half 
miles, with most of it easily tra-
versed. The southern portion how-
ever is over a rough trail of rocky 
shoreline which while challeng-
ing to walk provides for beauti-
ful vistas. In some sections there 
are drops of over 70 feet from the 
walk to the ocean, masked in part 
by wild bushes. Other sections are 
close to sea level. The walk starts 
near Easton’s or First Beach at Me-
morial Boulevard and runs south 
with over five points where you can 
enter or exit. It ends at Bellevue 
Avenue at the east end of Bailey’s 
Beach. 

Should you be visiting Rhode Is-
land this area is a must see. 

Our Rhode Island Group will 
gather for a lunch in late April/early 
May. If you worked, lived, or served 
in Rhode Island or are partners 
with someone who did, and would 
like to join us please email judith.
parisi@gmail.com to be added to 
our email list.

A taste of Passover, a teaching 
seder, will be the highlight of our 
upcoming meeting at The Lodge at 
Candler Hills, Sunday, April 10, at 
12:30 p.m. 

This event offers every mem-
ber an opportunity to participate 
while learning the significance of 
the symbolism in Passover.  We will 
learn what each of the foods on the 
seder plate stand for – charoset (a 
mixture of apples, nuts and wine), 
roasted lamb shank bone, roasted 
egg, karpas (vegetable, usually 
parsley), maror, Hebrew for bitter 
(bitter herbs), and matzoh (unleav-
ened bread) that is eaten during 
Passover.  

We will visit the meaning of the 

Photo by Rick Carel

Retired Colonel Gorham Black III shares how Black innovators have influenced everyday life.

Haggadah, a written guide to the 
Passover seder, and how it is used 
during Passover meals. Members 
can share stories of Passovers of 
the past and learn about a moment 
in time of Jewish history. This is a 
very special event you will not want 
to miss.  

Our February celebration of 
Black History Month featured re-
tired U.S. Army Colonel Gorham 
Black III. He shared with the group 
some of the influences and inven-
tions of Black men and women and 
how they worked and improved our 
lives. The inventions included the 
electric trolley, pencil sharpener, 
typewriter, and traffic light. 

The Jewish Club is open to all 
residents and Gateway of Services 
pass holders regardless of their re-
ligious affiliation.  Annual dues are 
$18 per person. For more informa-
tion about the club, contact Presi-
dent Rick Carel at 352-316-9946. 
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Kathy Cornell

Texas Connection  
Social Club

For last month’s meeting, our 
room was once again transformed 
into Armadillo Downs Racetrack.  
Our meeting fell on Sunday, March 
13, and since St. Patrick’s Day was 
coming soon, we did a superstitious 
Irish meets Texas theme.  

Tables were marked with names 
of places in Texas that are consid-
ered to have an Irish connection 
such as Dublin, Shamrock, Ireland, 
Dallas, Lubbock, and Greenville.  
The Texas Tech alums disputed Pro-
fessor Google’s story about a frag-
ment of The Blarney Stone being on 
campus in Lubbock.  But it’s a good 
story so we decided to go with it.

As an equal opportunity race-
track, jockeys represented both 
genders and were selected by luck 
of the draw for each race.  They 
sported Irish-themed hats or neck-
wear numbered to match their 
horses that wore hats adorned with 
flowers for the mares and some 
snappy feathers for the stallions.

Our six races all had an Irish 
theme including Irish names for 
the horses. For our first race “Irish 
I Was in Texas,” Susie Thornton 
won with her number six horse 
Lubbock Lucy. Race number two 

“Irish I Wasn’t Superstitious” 
wasn’t so kind to Jerry Tidwell 
who didn’t even get out of the gate 

with his number two horse Fraidy 
O’Grady, but the ladies won again 
with Donna Hill on her number six 
horse Fearful Fergie.  For race num-
ber three “It’s a Charmed Life” Ed 
Lamoureaux on number one Lucky 
Sevens sat at the gate until the very 
end and then won! 

Race number four “Irish I 
Wasn’t Still Superstitious” was won 
by DarLene Stevens riding number 
six Panicky Patty, and in Race num-
ber five “Irish Delights” Erwin Fluss 
won with his horse Guinness.  In 
our final race “What’s in a Name,” 
Gary Cornell on number five Leap-
ing Liam remained at the gate.  Gary 
Kuty won the battle of the Garys by 
getting his horse Red Headed Rory 
to the finish line.  Donna Abel was 
the evening’s biggest money win-
ner taking the whole pot in one of 
the races.  A big thanks goes to Sue 
and John Zanazzi for donating the 
racing gear, Nancy Bachmann, and 
Sue for running our betting booth 
and Pat Casey for being a great race 
caller.

Our next meeting will be Sunday, 
April 10, in the Arbor Conference 
Center Dance Studios I-II when we 
hold our annual pizza party.  The 
club is providing pizza, salad and 
dessert and we must have your 
name on our list before we order.  
Contact Kathy Cornell at 352-300-
3729 or kcornell54@cfl.rr.com to be 
included.  Meeting starts at 6 p.m. 
but you’re welcome to arrive any 
time after 5:30 p.m.  Please bring 
your own beverage.  We’ll have our 
usual 50/50 drawing.  And yes, we 
will have an activity.  It’s still in the 
planning stages as we go to press.

We are a social club for residents 
who have a connection to Texas.  
For more information, contact 
Kathy Cornell by phone or email 
shown above.

Anna McGonigal

Women of
the World

I will report on our annual fash-
ion show and luncheon in the May 
issue of the World News. 

Women of the World does want 
to take this time to acknowledge 
and thank all the wonderful spon-
sors that enabled the fashion show 
to be a memorable afternoon for all 
attendees. Guided Medicare under-
wrote the cost to rent Circle Square 
Cultural Center which allowed us to 
provide additional funds for Hos-
pice of Marion County. Thanks to 
Health/Lifestyles Solutions owner 
Amy Waller and our own Peggy 
Janisch for donating and making 
the beautiful decorations. Thank 
you also goes out to Chico’s Out-
let and On Top of the World Golf 
Golf Shop for the stylish fashions 
that our models wore walking 
down the runway. A special thank 
you belongs to all the women who 
purchased tickets for this sold-out 
event. Residents attending the fash-
ion show and supporting our cause 
continues to demonstrate their 
compassion to Marion County resi-
dents and their needs.

At our next meeting Friday, April 

1, we will be selecting the top five 
charities in Marion County that will 
receive a monetary contribution 
from Women of the World. Each 
year, through our members’ gen-
erosity from purchasing 50/50 raffle 
tickets as well as a portion of their 
dues allows us the ability to select 
local charities to help. Members 
will vote on the selected charities; 
the board compiles the top five cho-
sen by the membership and will 
make the donations accordingly.

At the April meeting, our charity 
will be the SPCA of Marion County. 
The SPCA requests that donations 
be from products made in the U.S. 
Donations can include pet food and 
toys. Our speaker will be Amanda 
Merck, master gardener, who will 
talk about Florida-friendly land-
scaping. 

As we prepare for the next sea-
son, we will be asking for volun-
teers to serve on committees and 
become more involved in the or-
ganization. For myself, getting in-
volved by taking on the role of sec-
retary gave me the feeling that I was 
contributing to our community and 
making a difference to the needs of 
the people in Marion County.

Mark your calendar for April 1, 
at 12:30 p.m. to attend our meeting 
in The Lodge at Candler Hills Ball-
room. The meeting is open to all, 
even if this will be your first time 
attending. 

CURBSIDE LANDSCAPE DEBRIS PICK-UP SCHEDULE
Visit OTOWInfo.com, click “Community Info” tab and 

select“Garbage and Recycling Locations.” LOST OR FOUND A PET?
Call the SPCA of Marion County   

hotline at 352-362-0985.
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Melanie Vittitow

Southern Club

Lacinda Hobbs

Pennsylvania  
Club

Kathy Tilghman Kluge

SPCA of  
Marion County

The Southern Club meets on the 
first Tuesday of the month. Since 
March was the month of St. Pat-
rick’s Day, we were entertained 
with Irish music performed by the 
Dulcimer Group. This versatile 
musical group play more than dul-
cimers. They have two guitarists, 

a fiddle player, a penny whistler 
(small flute) and several singers. We 
heard at least six Irish songs and 
ballads, including “My Wild Irish 
Rose,” “Molly Malone,” “When 
Irish Eyes Are Smiling,” “Danny 
Boy” (of course), and an Irish jig. 
Then they threw in a little country 
music with “Crazy, and When the 
Saints go Marching In,” since Mardi 
Gras was also this month. We had 
such a good time and they told me 
that they enjoyed doing it for us. 

We have a change of pace 
planned for April. Resident, Tom 

Peeps® – love ‘em or hate ‘em. 
These marshmallow chicks and 
bunnies are the staple of many Eas-
ter baskets. Peeps® are made by Just 
Born, Inc. in Bethlehem, Pennsyl-
vania. Just Born is a family-owned 
candy manufacturer that also 
makes Mike and Ike, Hot Tamales 
and Peanut Chews.

The marshmallow candies are 
not just for Easter. You can find 
them in a variety of shapes, flavors, 
and colors all year round. Some of 
the shapes include pumpkins and 
ghosts at Halloween, trees and 
stockings at Christmas and hearts 

for Valentine’s Day. Flavors include 
sour watermelon, fruit punch, par-
ty cake, and coffee, to name a few.

It’s not all about the candy. You 
can also find Peeps® as socks, hats, 
onesies, scented markers and even 
scarves for your dogs.

The company sponsors Peeps-
fest® Dec. 30 and 31. This is a fam-
ily friendly event which concludes 
with the Chick Drop, a four- foot 
nine-inch, 400-pound lighted chick, 
around 5:30 p.m. on New Year’s 
Eve. 

The Pennsylvania Club met 
in March for a St. Patrick’s Day 
themed dinner of corned beef and 
cabbage and were joined by guest 
speaker Pat Gabriel. If you have a 
Pennsylvania connection, please 
join us at our next meeting Wednes-
day, April 13, at 5 p.m. in the Arbor 
Conference Center Dance Studios. 

Nancy Grabowski

What’s Cookin’?

Cheesy Puffs 
1 cup water
1/2 cup butter
1 cup flour
4 eggs
1/2 cup grated gruyere or Swiss cheese
1 cup grated sharp cheddar cheese

Preheat over to 400 degrees.   Heat water 
and butter to a rolling boil in 2-1/2-quart sauce-
pan.  Stir in flour and continue to mix vigorously 
over low heat until mixture forms a ball, about 1 
minute.  Remove from heat and place in a mixing 
bowl; beat until no steam rises from dough.  Add 
the eggs, one at a time, beating until incorpo-
rated.  Stir in cheeses by hand.

Drop by tablespoonfuls onto a parchment 
lined baking sheet.  Bake until golden brown and 
puffed, remove from oven and cool.  Serve as ap-
petizers warm, room temperature, or freeze for 
future use.

One Pan Wonder
6 pieces of chicken, thighs or drumsticks 
4 potatoes, peeled or not
1 onion
2 lemons
1/2 cup melted butter with added lemon zest 

and fresh thyme, to taste
Dip one side of chicken in butter mixture, 

place on baking sheet. Cut potatoes in half, place 
on baking sheet. Peel onion, slice, and place on 
baking sheet. Cut lemons into quarters, place on 
baking sheet.

Drizzle thyme-butter over the entire contents 
of baking sheet.   Bake at 350 degrees for one 
hour or until chicken is done and vegetables have 
softened.

Did you know that 42% of dogs 
get returned within the first few 
months after being adopted from a 
shelter? Everyone remembers the 
moment they adopted a beloved 
animal. It’s a big decision that 
requires consideration of many 
factors including the best age to 
choose, exercise routines and ener-
gy level, breed characteristics (such 
as hair length and hypoallergenic, 
etc.), nutrition, predictable and un-
predictable expenses, and choos-
ing dog groomers, dog walkers and 
boarding and deciding if you should 
foster first. Here are a few other tips 
when evaluating if a dog is a right fit 

as a fur-ever friend:
If you rent (or own) a home, 

check the lease and property rules 
before you adopt. When consider-
ing your living space, both interior 
and exterior are important. Many 
breeds are not suited for small liv-
ing spaces. 

Evaluate how your new pet will 
get along with family members – 
those who reside in the home and 
members who come to visit. Many 
breeds are not suitable for a house-
hold with visiting grandchildren 
and large, strong dogs may not be a 
good fit for the elderly. Each breed 
also has temperament and person-
ality all its own. Labs and lab mixes 
are known to be family and small 
children friendly. 

The overall health of the ani-
mal is also important as well as 
challenges that may emerge as the 
dog ages. Pet insurance can be af-

fordable, and many options are 
out there today depending on your 
needs and your pocketbook. But 
don’t overlook adopting a senior 
dog who can be great comfort and 
company. Dogs can be a great aid to 
reducing feelings of isolation and 
loneliness in the elderly particular-
ly if they live alone. 

Pets require our time, patience, 
energy, and financial commit-
ments. If you are considering 
adopting a dog, we currently have 
two that are in foster care. The first 
is a well-behaved female shepherd 
mix. She is about four years old and 
is a great walking companion. She 
is very well behaved in the house 
and with other pets. She knows ba-
sic commands and is a very sweet 
and happy girl.  

The second is a senior chihuahua 
named Buster. He is a very healthy 
14-year-old. He likes sitting with 

you and taking daily walks. He is 
good with other dogs. However, we 
are not sure about cats, but guess 
he won’t be very interested. 

The SPCA of Marion County has 
a table at the Circle Square Com-
mons Farmers Market every Thurs-
day, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., where 
monetary and other pet supply 
donations can be dropped off. The 
table is there every Thursday ex-
cept the third one of each month 
when we have our meetings. Our 
meetings are held at one p.m. at 
Friendship Baptist Church, 9510 
SW 105th Street. If you want more 
information about being a foster or 
adopting a pet, call the SPCA at 352-
362-0985. Also, if you have a pet in 
need, please contact us. For more 
information, visit us at spcaofmari-
oncounty.weebly.com. 

 

Hauck, who is a Community Emer-
gency Response Team (CERT) 
member, will speak to us about 
emergency preparedness. They 
train and practice to help the com-
munity after an emergency, such as 
a hurricane. The police, EMS and 
firefighters can’t be everywhere, so 
CERT members fill in. He will ex-
plain more about how they do this. 
He also has free hand-outs from 
the Marion County and the Marion 
County Sheriff’s Office to help us 
make our own preparations.

Our next meeting is Tuesday, 

April 5. We always start with dinner 
(usually a potluck). Come between 
5 and 5:30 p.m. Bring a dish to share 
(meat, vegetable, salad, casserole, 
or dessert), your utensils, and 
plates. We furnish the drinks and 
cups. The meeting is held in the Ar-
bor Conference Center Dance Stu-
dios I-III. 

If you are looking for a nice casu-
al evening out with friendly people 
and a little entertainment, consider 
joining us. If you have any ques-
tions, you can call me at 352-873-
8690 and leave a message if I’m not 
home.

OTOWInfo.comontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala
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By Ernie Sersen

By Ray Cech 
World News Writer

Photo by Ray Cech

Don Wright, R/C Flyers president, with one of his 3D printer-built R/C planes.

R/C Flyers Go  
High-Tech

In the movie “Remember the Ti-
tans,” Denzel Washington walked 
out onto the T.C. Williams Parker-

Photo by Ernie Sersen

Randy and Ron ‘Rico’ Zalis joined the Softball Club last fall and competed in our National division.

The Softball  
Experience

Gray Stadium for the first time and 
said, “Yeah, this is my sanctuary. 
I know it’s just a game, Doc, but I 

If you were to visit Don Wright’s 
work room it wouldn’t take much 
imagination to hear the roar of 
planes buzzing overhead. It could 
be a military fighter, a commercial 
jet or, just an old-fashioned biplane 
– all built using the latest 3D printer 
technology.

Don Wright, author, and current 
president of the R/C Flyers Club has 

been working with 3D printing for 
the last six-plus years. He started 
utilizing the technology when he 
and his wife Barbara moved to 
Windsor from Jacksonville, Florida. 

“The printers were relatively 
inexpensive back then,” Don said, 

“and when I saw their capability, 
going from the old analog process 
to digital design, it was a no-brain-
er. The process is simple, fast and, 
most importantly, accurate.”

Back then, Don used the print-
ers primarily to design and produce 
architectural additions to their new 
home.

3D printers have been around 
since the mid-80s, but only in the 
last decade have they found their 
place in both the industrial and sin-
gle user marketplace. One reason, 
of course, is that their price-point 
has become affordable, particularly 
for the everyday hobbyists. The sec-
ond most quoted reason is that they 
no longer take up half the garage 
space. A 3- by 2-foot printer will do 
just about anything you want — like 
building a remote-control airplane.

Here’s how it works. You can 
build a plane using your own com-
puter design or go online and find 
a model that another R/C 3D enthu-
siast has built and then posted the 
design up for sale. There are a num-
ber of these sites where R/C flyers 
display their latest innovative de-
sign – maybe a replica of the Wright 
brothers’ experimental plane, or 
a take-off on the Curtis “Jenny” 
biplane, the first aircraft to carry 
U.S. mail back in 1918. If speed 
and sound is your thing, you might 
look for something like a McDonald 
Douglas F-15 fighter jet. These sites 
are accessed by R/C flyers all over 
the world, and it is a whole lot easi-
er and faster than designing a plane 
from scratch.

Once the design is processed by 
the computer, a role of thermoplas-
tic material is fed into the printer – 
there are hundreds of different ma-
terials to choose from, even wood. 
The printer will then follow the 
CAD design and build the product 
layer by layer. 

To learn more about 3D print-
ers and their functionality, you can 
Google, “How 3D printers work.” 
It’s fascinating stuff, particularly 
when the printer is in the process 
of building a house.

To learn more about Don 
Wright’s techniques building R/C 
airplanes, email him at presiden-
trcflyers2022@gmail.com.

love it.”
To some, softball is just a game 

and a way to hang out, have fun, ex-
ercise, and stay in shape, which are 
all excellent reasons to become part 
of our softball family. To others, it 
is a sanctuary and a great place to 
unleash our passion and love for 
the game, compete, play hard, joke 
around, and win or lose, leave it all 
out on the field. Together, we ex-
perience the thrill and adrenaline 

rush of chasing down balls, driving 
perfect pitches into the outfield, 
and running bases with our pants 
on fire. And, make an outstanding 
catch or launch one over the fence, 
and you’ll get cheered and jeered 
from both dugouts. 

We are privileged to live in one of 
the most fun places in Florida, and 
there is no shortage of fun to be 
had on the field. If you ever come 
out to watch us and get a chance to 
meet brothers Randy and Ron Za-
lis, you’ll quickly understand that. 
They play with passion, encourage 
others, and prove that if you are in 
decent shape and have some natu-
ral ability, you don’t need a lot of 
softball experience to play and en-
joy this game. 

I would like to know how many 
others like Randy and Ron live in 
our community. You may never 
know just how good you are or be 
able to experience the true joy and 
excitement of this game until you 
pick up a bat and glove and give it a 
try. And don’t let age stop you!

The entry point for our club be-
gins with our new player orienta-
tion program designed to assess 
your skill and ability. From there, 
we place you on balanced teams to 
maximize the level of competition. 
Other club benefits include weekly 
batting practice on Sunday morn-
ings, groomed fields with umpires, 
end-of-the-season picnics, orga-
nized golf tournaments with dinner 
and prizes, and more.

If you are looking to elevate your 
level of fun here in the community, 
stop by the field. Our winter league 
has two divisions that play Monday 
through Thursday, from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Our American division plays 
Monday and Wednesday, and our 
more experienced National divi-
sion plays on Tuesday and Thurs-
day. If interested, email me at es-
ersen@yahoo.com, and I’ll get you 
connected. 
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John Yenne

Men’s Golf
Association

Last month, the Men’s Golf As-
sociation (MGA) welcomed back 
Jerry Englar as tournament direc-
tor. He has joined the newly elected 
board to help supervise league play 
for the 2022 season.

And a reminder this month: 
Don’t invite slow play into your 
group. Play ready golf. Don’t post 
scores at the green–move to the 
next tee box. Be warm and friendly 
but keep conversations in the cart 
while you’re moving to the next po-
sition. And, finally, make your pre-
shot routine as methodical and brief 
as possible. Of course, it’s impor-
tant to set your mind for that great 
shot. But if your routine is too long 
it will disrupt the game of others. 
Go the extra mile to be considerate 
of others on golf day. 

The total MGA membership is 
257. Our newest members are Irl 
Flanagan, Phil Petrozella, Dave 
Bauer and David Steel.

Mark these upcoming events in 
your calendar:

• Wednesday, April 6: Chicken 
Day Scramble (The Links)

• Wednesday, April 13: Team 
Two Best Balls (The Tortoise 
& The Hare)

• Wednesday, April 20: MGA 
Open (The Tortoise & The 
Hare)

• Thursday, April 21: MGA 
Open with lunch (The Links)

• Wednesday, April 27: Two 
Man Team, Blind Draw (The 
Links)
Chicken Day Scramble

March 2/The Links
52–Larry Gibson, Bruce Venslavsky, Jim 
Kurlapski, Thomas Norris. Tie at 55–Charles 
Crenshaw, Sam Feola, Rex Heitz; James Mc-
Cormack, Bob Hilton, Ruben Alvarez, Bob Gor-
man; Ken Zweiback, Bryan McCleave, Joseph 
Mandala, Steven Thesman; Rusty Zarrell, John 
Parnau, David Garland, John Bauer. Tie at 
56–Rusty Rhodes, Thomas Laclair, Mike Kur-
lakowsky, Lance Davsko; David Clune, Dwight 
Weirich, John Owen, Bob Lang. Tie at 57–Gary 
Hassett, Terry Hubbartt, Ronald Grob, Bill 
Searight; Charlie Taylor, Roy Harvey, Paul 
Silliman; Rick Strynar, Mike Ball, David Han-
nasch, Thomas Kujawa; Jerry Englar, Bigelow 
Robinson, Matt Raies, William York; Brian 
Wilder, Jim Lefaver, Carl Zeiler, Bill Scaringe; 
Roger Sparks, Russell Zile, Norm Hayworth, 
Terry Champion.

Team Blind Holes 
March 9/ The Tortoise & The Hare 

Tie at 138–Charles Crenshaw, Greg McDow-
ell, Tim Williams; Ruben Alvarez, Charlie Tay-
lor, Paul Snyder, Thomas Kujawa. 139–Paul 
Stoecklin, Don Edmond, Thomas Martinetto, 
Bob Gorman. Tie at 140–Rick Schriewer, 
Jim Kurlapski, Doyce Mathis; Joe Polizzotti, 
Jerry Englar, Richard Deschenes. Tie at 141–
Terry Hubbartt, Robert Coutu, Jim Nicholson, 
Charles Regini; Larry Manion, Jim Lefaver, 
Danny Newby, John Bauer. Tie at 142–James 
Gourlay, Gary Hassett, Philip Petrozella, Lance 
Davsko; Dan Goggin, Kevin McGuinness, Bob 
Leiter, John Hartney. Tie at 143–Steven Ru-
dolph, Garfield Gray, James Tolson, Bob Lang; 
Sam Feola, Dennis McCourt, Joseph Mandala, 
Bill Scaringe. 144–Roger Sparks, Tim Clarkin, 
Roy Harvey, Joseph Dunnack. 

Rus Adams
352-861-8180
rus_adams@otowfl.com

Back at
The Ranch

Put on Your Best Face
The Ranch Fitness Center & Spa 

is very pleased to introduce Dalia 
Duruy, the newest member of The 
Ranch’s spa and salon team. Dalia 
is a licensed esthetician, and she is 
an expert at helping her clients put 
on their best face! 

Licensed estheticians provide 
cosmetic treatments of the skin. 
Sometimes referred to as “skin 
therapists,” they provide profes-
sional skin care. Estheticians spe-
cialize in facials and waxing. Dalia 
prides herself in facial treatments 
that are both enjoyable and benefi-
cial. Here are three of the best rea-
sons to treat yourself to a facial with 
some expert advice from Dalia.

1. Expert analysis of your skin. 
An esthetician will evaluate 
your skin without makeup, 
revealing your true skin type. 
This allows them to recom-
mend professional treat-
ments appropriate for your 
skin type and needs. They 
can suggest the best products 
to care for your skin at home. 
Dalia notes, “In order to gain 
optimal skin care results, you 
should seek out the advice of 
a trained professional. It can 
be very tricky to navigate all 
the products that you see in 
the drugstore or online. Many 
of these products have ingre-
dients that can be harmful to 
your skin.”

2. Professional skin care ad-
vice. When you consult with 
an esthetician, you will have 
ample time to ask questions 
and receive advice. The es-
thetician will teach you how 
to care for your skin, and 

how to choose products that 
are appropriate for you. An 
esthetician will assess issues 
such as dry skin, redness, 
brown spots, or irritation and 
customize a solution.  By us-
ing the right combination of 
professional skin care treat-
ments and products, esthe-
ticians can improve your 
skin’s health and appear-
ance. Dalia shared, “One of 
the biggest skin care mishaps 
comes from people being 
misled by advertising, espe-
cially “anti-aging” products. 
To get those fancy aromas, 
many companies add ingre-
dients that can cause harm to 
your skin. I also know people 
who use skin care tools that 
only licensed professionals 
should be handling. The pro-
fessional analysis I provide 
includes skin care advice to 
improve both the beauty, and 
health of your skin.” 

3. Stress release and reduction. 
In addition to the many skin 
care benefits from facials, 
they can also be very relax-
ing. Taking time for your-

self and feeling confident in 
your appearance can allow 
you to de-stress both physi-
cally and psychologically. 
Studies show that stress can 
lead to unhealthy skin, so 
what better way to eliminate 
stress and promote healthy 
skin than with professional 
skin care? Visiting an es-
thetician is a great way to 
pamper yourself. Dalia takes 
pride in creating a relaxing 
atmosphere for her clients. 
She understands the value 
of stress reduction and how 
important it is to enjoy the 
experience. Dalia explained, 

“In addition to being an es-
thetician, I am also a Reiki 
Master. This allows me to ap-
ply energy principles to my 
facials. I create a quiet, relax-
ing atmosphere and work on 
healing both the skin and the 
soul. I tell all my clients that 
when you treat yourself well, 
you can be your own kind of 
beautiful!”

Stop by or call The Ranch Fitness 
Center & Spa to book your glamour 
get-a-way with Dalia now.

World News Delivery
Each household in On Top of the 

World should receive a complimen-
tary copy of the World News along 
with the Ocala StarBanner every 
month. 

If you are not receiving home 
delivery, please email otownews@
otowfl.com. Please include your 
house number and street address 
along with your neighborhood 
name.

A copy of the World News may 
be picked up at all postal centers, 
Resident Services, New Home Sales 

Center, Recreation Center, Arbor 
Fitness Center, The Club at Candler 
Hills, The Lodge at Candler Hills, 
Candler Hills Community Center, 
Master the Possibilities, The Ranch 
Fitness Center & Spa, Indigo East 
Community Center and Indigo East 
Fitness Center. 

Visit ontopoftheworldnews.com/
ocala, to view or download a PDF of 
the World News. Please see page 2 
of the World News to view the pub-
lication/delivery schedule for 2022.

SHOP ‘TIL YOU DROP
Buy On Top of the World branded  

merchandise at OTOWMarketplace.com.

LEASH LAW 
Dogs must be on a leash at all times.
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Mike Kelly

Candler Hills
Men’s Golf

Beth Wolinsky

Candler Hills  
Ladies 18-Hole

Marte Dobash

Ladies 18-Hole
Golf Association

The weather is warming, the 
grass is greening, and the bird-
ies are flying! Members welcomed 
guests for a Best Ball of 2 Net com-
petition Tuesday, March 8, and the 
turnout was fabulous!

Nearly 100 golfers took to The 
Links in a tournament masterfully 
planned by MJ Strelec, Liz Pruss 
and Suzanne Wierick. Thanks to 
the planning, a delicious lunch at 
El Mezcal followed the event.

Skill prizes for the day were:
Members: Closest to pin #8–Donna Brunell; 
closest to pin #11–Joy Benson; closest to line 
#17–Nancy Zielinski. 
Guests: Closest to pin #6–Paula Hammonds; 
closest to pin #13–Angie Jingco; closest to line 
#2–Lane Hobby. 

Congratulations!
Match play is still underway; look 

for results in next month’s column.
We welcome new members Su-

san Martin, Debbie McDowell, and 
Beverly Meirick to our ranks, and 
we now number 98 active members!

If you have news of interest re-
garding our league (hole-in-ones, 
eagles, etc.), please feel free to 
submit to mgdobosh@yahoo.com. 
Word of mouth doesn’t always trav-
el far enough!

For up-to-date information, visit 
ladiesgolfotow.com. 

Ts & Fs (Individual) Net
Feb. 15/The Links

Flight 1: 33–Diane Boston. 34–Mary Ann Liv-
ingston. 35–Lynn Colomb. 
Flight 2: 31–Kathleen Goodwin. 32–Jill Strey. 
34– Debby Wilson. 
Flight 3: 32–Pam Jones. 35–Mary Ruffner. 
38–Nancy Zielinski. 
Flight 4: 32–Christine McIntire. 33–Pam 
Brown. 34–Dee Howie. 
Flight 5: 35–Suzanne Wierick. 36–Debbie Zile. 
Tie at 37–Susan Yenne and Beverly Meirick. 

Low Gross/Low Net (Individual)
Feb. 22/The Tortoise & The Hare

Gross
Flight 1: 79–Sandy Snyder. 83 -Linda Taylor. 
85–Gail Lagrange. 
Flight 2: 89–Katie Schriewer.90–Marcela 
Nunez. 92–Yuhlan Cho. 
Flight 3: 91–Liz Pruss. 98–Sandy Chase. 102–
Betty McNeely. 
Flight 5: 96–Gerri Treppa. 100–Susan Yenne. 
100–Liz Lang. 

Net 
Flight 1: 73–Christine Giza. 74–Darlene De-
Berry. 76–Bobbie Wiener. 
Flight 2: 73–MJ Strelec. 76–Virginia Combs. 
76–Judi McGuinness. 
Flight 3: 70–Connie Sohl. 74–Molly Lucieer. 
75–Virginia Madura. 
Flight 4: 75–Pam Brown. 76– Jean Hsu. 81–
Jane Hall. 
Flight 5: 73–Elena Sumpter. 73–Debbie Zile. 
75–Vickie Foster. 
4 Clubs and a Putter (Individual) Net

March 1/The Links
Flight 1: 70–Darlene DeBerry. 72–Diane 
Boston. Tie at 74–Vadonna Hall and Beverly 
Ovrebo. 
Flight 2: 74–Christine McIntire. Tie at 75–Lin-
da Blewitt and Connie Sohl. Tie at 76–Peggy 
Ellenberger and Mary Burns. 
Flight 3: 70–Peggy Weichmann. 72–Donna 
Isaac. 73–MJ Strelec. 
Flight 4: 69–Janis Hannasch. 72–Jane Hall. 
Tie at 73–Pam Brown and Jean Hsu. 
Flight 5: 64–Susan Yenne. 67–Debbie Zile. 
68–Jan Christ. 

Member/Guest–Best Ball of 2 Net
March 8/The Tortoise & Hare

Flight 1: 65–Linda Taylor/Judie Anderson. 
67–Debby Wilson/Dawn Carroll. 68–Beverly 
Ovrebo/Rose McGary. 
Flight 2: 64–Page Falconer /Lori Pizzini. 
67–Maria Fournier/Mary Loy Harmon. Tie at 
68–Kathleen Goodwin/Karen Jahnke and Joy 
Benson/Mary Jo Lock. 
Flight 3: 66–Nancy Zielinski/Kaye Budd. Tie 
at 67–Marcela Nunez/Claudia Cordeiro, Joann 
Dellapenna/Angie Jingco and Darlene DeBer-
ry/Coppi Garrett. 
Flight 4: Tie at 68–Lynne Dickson/Tammy 

Schultz and Peggy Weichmann/Kathy Shep-
pard. 69–Yuhlan Cho/Paulette Dunnack. 
Flight 5: 69–Janis Hannasch/Marilyn Davsko. 
Tie at 70–Donna Brunell/Paula Hammonds, 
Pam Brown/Janette Sheil and Vickie Foster/

Beth Wolinsky. 
Flight 6: 61–Debbie Zile/Janice Barrett. Tie 
at 64–Jan Christ/Janelle Gluckman and Sue 
Fierce/Jane Williams.

Did you know that there are 
34,000 golf courses worldwide? Do 
you know which state has the most 
golf courses? Well, we are the lucky 
ones! Florida has the most in the 
United States with over 1,000 golf 
courses. As a matter of fact, Palm 
Beach County has more golf cours-
es than any other county in the 
country.

There are two new members to 
our league –Kathleen Goodwin and 
Jane Hall. Please give them a warm 
welcome. We look forward to play-
ing with them.

On Thursday, March 17, a com-
bined event with Candler Hills 
LGA-9 was held. The game was Red, 
White, and Blue with Two Best Balls 
net of foursome. A delicious catered 
lunch was shared after golf. This is 
always an enjoyable time to get to-
gether with our friends in the nine-
hole group and we were not disap-
pointed. It was simply splendid.

The Ocala Open is occurring 
right now. Since there is no golf at 
Candler Hills this week, the ladies 
in the On Top of the World LGA-18 
invited the Candler Hills LGA-18 
to play in a reciprocal event Tues-
day, March 29. Combining the two 
leagues for outings is always enjoy-
able and we look forward to hosting 
the On Top of the World ladies to 
Candler Hills for another recipro-
cal event. 

The League Championship is 
Thursdays, April 14 and 21. Each 
player must have five league days of 

play to compete. 
The weather is iffy this time of 

year, especially with the unusual 
warmth we have been experienc-
ing. Sunblock is still one of the most 
important tools we need to utilize 
so please remember to lather up.

Anyone wishing to join this 
league should contact our presi-
dent, Shelly Karsnitz, at karsnitz1@
gmail.com. It is a good way to meet 
some new ladies and play golf.

Finally, stay safe, be careful, be-
lieve, achieve, and enjoy golf.

1–2–3 (Team)
Jan. 20

Tie at 125–Connie Norris, Iro Lisinski, May 
Chin, Jan Christ; Judie Anderson, Eileen Gus-
tavus, Janelle Gluckman, Blind. 126–Lynn 
Colomb, Jonell Washburn, Pam Brown, Blind. 
130–Michele Otto, Pamela Jones, Rosann 
Ross, DeAnne Green. Tie at 131–Sara Nunn, 
Virginia Madura, Carol Clark, Joann Delmar; 
Donna Smith, Chris McIntire, Kate Beaty, Anne 
Dahlen.

Low Gross/Low Net (Individual)
Jan. 27
Gross

Flight 1: Tie at 85–Christine Giza, Michele 
Otto. 
Flight 2: 85–Virginia Combs. 91–Sara Nunn.
Flight 3: 94–Iro Lisinski. 97–Angelita Jingco.
Flight 4: 100–Rosann Ross. 104–Carol Clark. 
Flight 5: 95–Vickie Foster. 102–Janette Sheil. 

Net
Flight 1: 74–Judie Anderson. 77–Gail Lagrange.
Flight 2: 69–Ellen Brin. 77–Peggy Ellenberger.
Flight 3: Tie at 77–Toni Stevenson, Pamela 
Jones. 
Flight 4: 81–Beth Wolinsky. 84–Carla Kimball.
Flight 5: Jan Christ. 78–DeAnne Green.

It’s hard to believe that we are 
starting to get back to normal and 
summer is right around the corner. 
The course is in great shape, and 
we have a full schedule planned for 
Tuesdays.

• April 5: Four Man Scramble
• April 12: Two Man Low Net
• April 19: Individual Beat the 

Pro
• April 26: Four Man Team 

Quota
Gentleman, please set a good ex-

ample for everyone at our club and 
abide by some basic rules – fill your 
divots, repair your ball marks, rake 
the bunkers, and use the 90-degree 
rule from the cart path to your ball. 
And please keep all four tires on 
the cart path around the tees and 
greens. It is amazing how much 
nicer our course would be if we 
would all just abide by these simple 
rules.

Hit ‘em straight!

EMERGENCY AFTER-HOURS 
PHONE NUMBER

352-236-OTOW (236-6869)
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Matt Hibbs
352-854-2765
matt_hibbs@otowfl.com

Golf

Candon Ehler
352-854-8430
candon_ehler@otowfl.com

Ladies  
9-Hole Golf

April has finally arrived, which 
means it’s time for The Masters. 
Who will win this year’s first ma-
jor championship? I would like to 
provide everyone with the On Top 
of the World Golf professional’s 
picks: Matt Hibbs – Cameron Smith; 
Denise Mullen – Xander Schauffele; 
Russ Smith – Hideki Matsuyama; 
Nick Schwander – Justin Thomas; 

and Candon Ehler – Justin Thomas. 
Stop by the Golf Shop and let us 
know who you think will win The 
Masters.

As the 2022 Ocala Open finishes 
Friday, April 1, we will have the re-
sults in the May issue of the World 
News. Special thanks go out to all 
our wonderful sponsors, volun-
teers, and staff for making this a 
spectacular event.

Please help us maintain our beau-
tiful golf courses by filling all divots, 
repairing all ball marks, parking no 
closer than 30 yards from greens, 
keeping all four tires on cart paths 
around green and tees and using 
the 90-degree rule when entering 

all fairways. Our golf courses are 
busier than ever so these small de-
tails will go a long way in helping 
provide the best playing conditions 
to our residents.

Make sure you subscribe to our 
YouTube.com channel at OTOW 
Golf. You will get the latest updates 
on events, golf tips, special mer-
chandise and much more.
Upcoming Events

• Friday, April 8: Spring Fling 
at Candler Hills Golf Club.

• Saturday, April 23: Par 3 at 
The Links and The Tortoise & 
The Hare.

• Monday, April 25: Ladies 

World Cup 
• Friday, April 29 & Saturday, 

April 30: Pairings Party.
World Accolades
CANDLER HILLS: Don Huston, hole-

in-one #17. Paul Haughey, eagle #7. 
Rick Kramer, eagle #7. Carol Deahl, 
birdie #17. 
THE LINKS: Diane Boston, eagle 

#3. Barry Barringer shot 89 four 
strokes under his age. Sandy Sny-
der, eagle #3. Doc Huffman shot 77 
two strokes under his age. John Old-
enburg, hole-in-one #14. 

THE TORTOISE & THE HARE: Susie 
Trembulak, eagle #16. Joy Benson, 
eagle #9. Gary Cornell, hole-in-one 
#15. Joe Dunnack, eagle #5. Dwight 
Weirich, eagle #5. 
Golf Tip of the Month

Do you ever step up to a shot 
thinking about all the negative 
outcomes that can unfold? Then 
you hit the shot only to dump it in 
the greenside bunker. This is a big 
mental problem for a lot of golfers, 
even the tour players.

The most important thing you 
can do mentally is give yourself the 
best chance at success. Instead of 
thinking about all the negative out-
comes focus your attention on what 
you want to happen. Think about 
the positive outcomes of the shot 
and be confident in your approach.

As quoted by the great Bobby 
Jones, “Golf is a game that is played 
on a five-inch course, the distance 
between your ears.”

As we flow into the month of 
April, the LGA-9 schedule will be on 
the following Tuesdays:

• April 5: Team Stableford – 
Two Best Ball (The Links) is 
where every lady plays their 
normal round of golf, but 
we use points, instead of 
the usual score at the end of 
each hole. Points are given 
for each player’s net score 
on each hole, with the team 
score being the two best ball 
out of the four.

• April 12: Individual Odd 
Holes (The Tortoise & The 
Hare) is where every lady 
plays their normal round 
of golf, but we only use the 
scores from the odd holes as 
your score for the round.

• April 19: Team Scramble 
(The Links) is where every 
lady tees off, then the team of 
four picks the best drive and 
each player hits their second 
shot from that location. The 
process is then repeated until 
the ball is holed out.

• April 26: Individual Low Net 
(The Tortoise & The Hare) is 
where every lady plays their 
normal round of golf with all 
ladies flighted according to 
their current handicap index. 

As a golf professional, I see and 
hear players all the time talk about 

why something in their game just 
doesn’t work like they want it to or 
used to. Of course, as we age, that 
can play a very big factor in our 
golf games, but also not practicing 
properly can also be a detriment to 
your golf game. 

If you are seeing a dip in your 
game or just aren’t playing to the 
abilities you want to, the best way 
to see improvement is by practic-
ing. It’s easy to just go out and play 
nine or 18 holes all the time, but 
without putting in some extra work 
on the range to work on specific de-
tails you want improved, you will 
always just be wondering, what 
happened to your once, steady golf 
game. Also, all five pros at both On 
Top of the World and Candler Hills 
give lessons if there is a need you 
want to work on as well. 

Nick Schwander
352-861-9712
nick_schwander@otowfl.com

Candler Hills Ladies  
9-Hole Golf

April has arrived, and that can 
mean only one thing – The Masters! 
This event brings the world’s top 
professional and amateur players 
from around the globe together to 
compete for the elusive green jack-
et, and to be able to call themselves 
a Masters champion.

The Masters tournament was es-
tablished in 1934 by Bobby Jones 
and investment banker Clifford 
Roberts. In 1949, the tradition of 
handing out the green jacket to the 
winner began, and soon after in 
1952 the champions dinner was es-
tablished yet another timeless tra-
dition that is a part of the event. 

The par three tournament tra-
dition began in 1960 and has been 
held the Wednesday before the first 
round ever since. 1963 began the 
tradition of the honorary first tee 
shot, which was generally hit by 
past champions on the morning of 
the first round, signifying the start 
of the tournament every year since.

So, whether it’s the small, invita-
tion only field, the green jacket pre-

sentation, or the par three contest 
that draws your attention to this 
event, there truly is something for 
all spectators and attendees alike. 
It’s really a tradition unlike any 
other!

Calling all nine-hole lady golfers! 
If you are interested in playing in 
the Candler Hills LGA-9 on Thurs-
days, we are always looking to ex-
pand the number of participants. 
For more information, please call 
or stop by the Candler Hills Golf 
Shop for details.

Gail Hopper

Take Off  
Pounds Sensibly

Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) 
advocates healthy eating and mod-
erate exercise to achieve weight 
loss and maintain it. TOPS is a 
weight-loss support group that’s 
affordable and works. No fad diets 
or foods to buy in our program. Eat 
what you love and lose weight.

As of September 2021, we are 
excited to offer two TOPS chapters 
here at On Top of the World. 

• Mondays in the Hobby Build-
ing Art Room with weigh-in 
at 6 p.m.; meeting from 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m. with Linda Sisco 
(ljsisco@comcast.net).

• Tuesdays in the Arbor Con-
ference Center Event Room 
with weigh-in at 9:15 a.m.; 
meeting from 10 to 11 a.m. 
with Gail Hopper (gailbhop-
per@yahoo.com).

Members must be residents, 
or if in Indigo East, have an ac-
tive Gateway of Services pass. 
You can also find us on Facebook 
(OTOW TOPS).

GOOD NEWS TO SHARE?
Email otownews@otowfl.com with your 

idea(s). If approved, a World News writer 
will be assigned.

Only good news about the community, a 
club(s) or a resident(s) will be considered.

®

®

HANDICAP EQUIPMENT
Handicap equipment is loaned free to 

residents during their convalescent term 
– walkers, crutches, canes or wheelchairs. 
For more information, call the Recreation 

Center at 352-854-8707 x7534.
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Vincent Stevens

Cornhole
Club

Both open and league play con-
tinue at full throttle.  We are con-
tinuing to experience higher open 
play activity, despite some weather 
issues.  League play has continued 
unabated with good participation in 
women’s and mixed leagues.  The 
men’s league faltered somewhat, 
starting the season with only four 
teams participating.

The Cornhole Club’s annual pic-
nic is Saturday, April 2, from noon 
to 3 p.m. at the Veterans Park pa-
vilion. Join us for conversation and 
lunch, and then move to the courts 
for fun and cornhole-themed 
games and prizes.  Early indica-
tions are that we will have another 
great turnout.  

Would you like to learn to play 
cornhole? We offer a no-cost, one-
hour training session for new play-
ers, or those in need of a refresher. 
Our next class, conducted by a qual-
ified beanbag cornhologist, will be 
conducted at noon, Friday, April 15, 
at the Veterans Park. To provide at-
tendees with personal attention, 
class size may be limited.  Please 
register in advance by sending an 
email to otowcornhole@yahoo.
com.

Open play continues Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays, at 2 
p.m.  With the onset of daylight-
saving time in mid-March, we will 
be amending the open play sched-
ule to factor in the warmer weather 
and accommodate a larger number 
of players.  Club members will be 
notified by email, and new hours 
will be posted on the club bulletin 
board. 

Because of its “mainly for fun” 
nature, open play is an excellent 
opportunity for less experienced 
players to make new friends, learn, 
and practice.   The more experi-
enced often use open play sessions 
to mentor newer players to hone 
their skills.  Equipment and venue 
constraints limit our ability to ac-
commodate no more than 24 play-
ers at any given time.  Players arriv-
ing after that limit is met, usually 
wait until a match in progress is 
completed.   

League play continues as usu-
al, with some slight delays due to 
weather, travel, and other unex-
pected events.  The mixed league 
battle for the top spot is getting 
heated.  The Old Pokes (Brenda & 
Bill Andrews) and the Killer Bees 
(Bob Helf & Bruce Combs) are fight-
ing for the honors.  In the women’s 
league, the Bagger Babes (Brenda 
Andrews & Chris Lopez) are the 
team to beat, but What the Shuck 
(Laurie Barscotti & Robin Ballweg) 
is in hot pursuit.  The men’s league 
has Bags4Fun (Rick Dikeman and 
Bill Andrews) holding a significant 
lead.  

Photo by Vince Stevens

The Golden Bag ladies league.

Walt Lamp

Shuffleboard

April is the last official month 
of our regular season.  Starting 
in May, we will revert to our sum-
mer schedule through August. In 
the summer, the times change as 
does the official scoring.  There 
are no monthly scores or records 
to keep.  We only keep the game 
scores to see who wins and loses 
that match.  I will notify you of the 
new summer times and days when 
I receive them.

February 
Men/Women

Monday a.m.:    Joe Bartosh/Nancy Dreimiller. 

34–Rick French; 31–Robert Schliflin.
Tuesday p.m.:   Mo Gauthier, Ron Daughtry & 
Lou Fisher/Margot Thomas.
Thursday a.m.:  Rick French/Annette Hodges. 
30–Nancy Altman, Ron Daughtry & Phil Mer-
cierio.

We still offer introduction to 
shuffleboard on the second Satur-
day of the month at 11 a.m.  The 
next scheduled class is April 9.  If 
you are interested in learning the 
game, we invite you to the courts at 
the Veterans Park.  We will go over 
the rules, scoring, safety and the 
basis for shooting the disc.  Open-
toed shoes are not permitted.  Paul 
Hodges teaches the class.

April is also the last month for 
our instructional class this sea-
son.  We thank Paul for his time and 
expertise, during this season.

UPCOMING PUBLICATION
May Issue

Thursday, April 28, 2022

See page 2 for publication schedule.

®

®
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Gene Mangold

R/C Car Club

Dominic Papa went to Alaska 
seeking gold. Unfortunately or for-
tunately, the only gold found was 
the ring he put on little Terrie’s 
hand. This man has an exciting 
life story, but first, we will tell you 
of the immense impact that he has 
made on our racing program.

Dominic came here a few years 
ago with a gold star ability to race 
R/C cars. He got our attention by 
setting track records on several 
classes of vehicles. Soon members 
were asking him how to build and 
tune cars. With the help of the rac-
ing committee, he has been busy 
changing the R/C racing program. 

We now have staggered starts for 
three-minute qualifying races and 
NASCAR-like racing. All cars race 
the same number of laps and the 
fastest time wins. Marshals have 
been increased to six to put crashed 
vehicles back on the track, colli-
sions reduced, races are clicking off 
faster, so we will soon have another 
on-road class with the pan cars that 
Dominic promotes. He has been ab-
sent from racing as he is full-time 
running and announcing races to 
improve operations before resum-
ing his record-setting racing.  

Dominic has 36 years of R/C rac-
ing behind him, starting in New Jer-
sey and moving to 11 other states. 
In 1986, he started a successful 
hobby store with an R/C indoor 
racetrack in Livingston, Montana. 
Dominic moved four years later to 
Alaska and found the love of his 
life.  With prolonged cold nights, 
he and Terrie decided to move to 
Montana and build refineries and 
industrial plants.  After a job injury, 
they moved to Vail, Arizona, and 
purchased a new retirement home. 
The extreme heat kept him indoors, 
where he had time to read a R/C fly-
ing magazine with a full-page ad 
about On Top of the World. (How 
many times have I heard this?)  The 
ad said they had a R/C flying field, 
so Terrie and Domnic moved here 
and are living happily but racing 
R/C cars instead of airplanes. 

Bill Cruff and JD Taylor hosted 
a big barbecue for 80-plus people 
at the track Sunday, March 6. The 
barbecue was the first since mov-
ing to the new racetrack. Everyone 
enjoyed it very much and expressed 

Photo by Gene Mangold

Dominic Papa.
a desire to have more. Thanks to 
these guys and others who helped 
and brought the other goodies. 

February
Two drive truck–Tom Murphy; Two wheel 
drive truggy–Tom Seitz; Tie at novice–Tony 
Chicote and John Schoenherr; Four wheel drive 
truck–Phil Paquette; Two wheel drive buggy–
Dough Stansburry; Four wheel drive buggy–
Bob Herbst; Touring–Dough Stansburry; and 

Traxxas–Tom Rumora. 
R/C car races start at 1 p.m. on 

Thursdays and Sundays, at the R/C 
car track. Slot car racing is on Tues-
days, at 1 p.m. in the Arbor Club 
Conference Center Music Rooms 
I-II; and legend cars on Tuesdays, 
at 10 a.m. at the R/C car track. Call 
President Fred Penichet at 914-588-
7293 for information

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Birthday, wedding or anniversary  

announcements may be  
 emailed to otownews@otowfl.com  

by the 12th of the month.

®

®
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Jorge Privat
352-387-7539

Tennis

Lois Nix

Ladies
Shuffleboard

Phil Panzera

Billiards
Club

In March, some of us went to the 
University of Florida to watch high-
level tennis for free, and, as usual, 
the barbecue was terrific and gave 
us the opportunity to get together in 
a more social and relaxed manner. 
It’s nice to see many of you taking 
advantage of our tennis clinics. We 
have other activities planned and 
hope more of you will participate in 
them.
How Tough Are You on The Court?

How tough are you? This is an 
important question that largely de-
termines how successful you’ll be 
on the tennis courts. Toughness 
also determines why some athletes 
choke or get angry and others re-
main calm and focused. By increas-
ing your awareness of your mental 
strengths and weaknesses, you’ll 
be better equipped to consistently 
perform toward the upper range of 
your limits.

Take the quiz for singles and dou-
bles based on traits demonstrated 
by the most successful competitors. 
Answer true or false. 
SINGLES

1. My eyes are controlled be-
tween point. I look at my rac-
quet strings, the ground, or 
the ball. 

2. I project a confident image 
on the court, regardless of 
the match score. My shoul-
ders are back, and my head 
is up. 

3. I have a high energy walk be-
tween points, even when I’m 
tired or discouraged. 

4. Observers cannot tell from 
my body language that I lost 
a point. 

5. I know exactly what I want to 
do prior to the start of each 
point. 

6. I follow the same precise 
rituals before serving and 
returning, regardless of the 
score. 

7. I carry the racquet by the 
throat not the handle. My 
racquet head is always up.

8. I take a minimum of 16 and 
maximum of 25 seconds be-
tween points. 

9. The craziest it gets in com-
petition (windy, cold, noisy, 
etc.) the more I try to like it. 

10. I look forward to hitting ev-
ery ball.

DOUBLES
1. My first move after each 

point, I turn and communi-
cate with my partner. 

2. I am in tune with my partner 
between points regardless of 
how the point ended. 

3. I am emotionally up and pos-
itive with my partner. If I am 
disappointed with my part-
ner, he or she never knows it. 

4. I thrive in keeping my part-
ner close and having fun. 

5. I stay positively engaged with 
my partner no matter how 
bad the match gets. 

6. My partner would say I com-
municate and maintain a 
good attitude on the court. 

7. I am fun to play with, wheth-
er we win or lose. 

8. I try to be very active at the 
net and improve my pres-

ence to help my team. 
9. I try to work on my game so 

I can become a dependable 
partner. 

10. If I am in a bad mood or hav-
ing a bad day, I never take it 
out on my partner.

Scoring eight to 10 true answers 

per list – the professional standard; 
you’re mentally tough. Five to sev-
en trues – some competitive defi-
ciencies; you’re an inconsistent 
competitor. Less than five trues – 
serious competitive deficiencies, 
red alert.

See you on the courts!

We had a quiet month in the 
room – no complaints, drama, nor 
problems – super! Next week we will 
finish the first nine-week session of 
the spring mixed league. The sec-
ond nine-week session begins the 
following week, after which we’ll 
have a league champion. 

Anecdote of the Month: Most 
likely you’ve never heard of Phila-
delphia’s Eddie Brown, who has a 
unique place in pocket billiards his-
tory. In 1933, just as King Kong was 
scaling the Empire State Building 
and work was starting on the Gold-
en Gate Bridge, Eddie came down 
with a bad case of peritonitis. He 
was rushed to the hospital and had 
an appendectomy.

Unfortunately, Eddie was sched-
uled to play in a qualifying tour-
nament for the upcoming Billiard 
Association of America World 
Championship in Chicago. His 
sponsor, Izzie Goodman, now had 
a big problem, as the entry fee was 
already paid. 

Izzie looked for a while, and fi-
nally found a 20-year-old kid who 
seemed to have some promise. 
None of the players had heard of 
this kid, and he didn’t even have 
his own cue yet. Andrew Ponzi, a 
recent champion, loaned the kid 
his cue to play Brooklyn legend On-
ofrio Lauri. Lauri broke and went to 
the rest room. He returned to find 
that the kid had run 70 balls in less 
than six minutes.

This kid blazed through the 
qualifier, and went on to the World 
Championship, where he came 
within one ball of winning and be-
coming the youngest world cham-
pion in history.

You most likely have heard of 
the skinny Italian kid, who began 
his tournament career by the weird 
fluke of a case of peritonitis; his 
name was Willie Mosconi.

Tip of the Month: While pool 
offers a lot of enjoyment, another 
emotion virtually assured at times 
with this inordinately difficult game 
is frustration. We all have bad days, 
and how you deal with those times 
when you can’t make two balls in 
a row says a lot about who you are, 
both as a player, and as a person. Is 
your glass half full … or half empty?

I love the example that Efren 
Reyes sets. Considered by many the 
greatest pool player to ever hold 
a cue, even he sometimes misses 
routine shots. What does he do? 
He stands up and smiles, usually 
scratching his head. If one of the 
greatest players this game has seen 
can smile and just let it go when he 
misses, who are we – us mere mor-
tals – to get upset when we don’t 
play as well as we think we can?! 

Understand that you’re playing 
because you love it. Understand 
that when you let your frustration 
build up you will enjoy the game 
less (and that often goes for those 
you’re playing with as well). Un-
derstand that when you get an-
gry with yourself you are virtually 
guaranteed to play worse. Just fol-
low Efren’s lead; if a living legend 
can smile and let it go, so can you. 
You’ll play better and feel better.

We had an increase in ladies join-
ing us to shuffle.  We have only the 
month of April and May to play.  We 
will continue to play the entire sum-
mer at the same time.  Come join 
us.  The courts are equipped with 
fans and lights for evening play. 
We ask that you not wear open-toed 
shoes for safety reasons.  

We are having an end-of-season 
board meeting Wednesday, April 
13, at noon in the Hobby Building 
Event Room. We encourage all club 
members to attend.   We will have 
sign-up sheets at the shuffleboard 
courts to determine how many will 
be attending, as we will get pizza 
and drinks to enjoy.  

We will also be asking for volun-
teers to fill positions on the board.  
Our present board has been serv-
ing the club for a couple of years; 
please consider volunteering.   The 
positions are treasurer, secretary, 
and possibly president.  We also 
need a captain and co-captain for 
Wednesdays at 11 a.m.  The re-
quirements for these positions are 
very simple.  The officers who are 
serving now will explain what will 
be required. We meet three times a 
year.  Simple. 

February
9–Dee Caple. Tie at 8–Marge Adragna, Helen 
Anderson, Sally Herrick, Kathy Kloos. Tie at 
7–Marsha Lau, Lois Nix; Kathleen Sanfelippo, 
Cheryl Slack. 35–Kathleen Sanfelippo.  

Congratulations to Norma Botel-
er and Helen Anderson, who had 
their first 30 of the season.  Happy 
shuffling and stay safe, ladies. 

MAINTENANCE REQUEST
WORK ORDERS

Visit OTOWInfo.com, click “Maintenance 
Request” tab, complete and submit form.
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Cammy Dennis
352-854-8707 x7532
cammy_dennis@otowfl.com

Fitness  
Happenings

KNOW what’s BELOW
Call 811 before you dig!

IT’S THE LAW!
#11917 - 5/17

Control Your Breath 
The “fight or flight” stress re-

sponse is triggered when we sense 
danger. The human body releases 
hormones (adrenaline and corti-
sol) to enable action; we either fight 
the danger or take flight from it. 
In some situations, this is a good 
thing; this response allows us to 
rise to meet a challenge. 

However, problems arise when 
we are under low levels of continu-
ous stress. Everyday concerns such 
as financial worries, relationship 
trouble or traffic jams can under-
mine our emotional wellbeing, and 
eventually our physical wellbeing. 
Increased stress levels are asso-
ciated with high blood pressure, 
reduced immune response, anxi-
ety, and depression. Something as 
simple as learning to control your 
breath and breathe deeply can have 
a very positive effect on combatting 
the weight of everyday stressors.

Deep breathing, also referred 
to as diaphragmatic breathing, ab-
dominal breathing, belly breathing 
and paced respiration, helps facili-
tate a full oxygen exchange. This 
means that there is a beneficial 
exchange of incoming oxygen (in-
hale) for outgoing carbon dioxide 
(exhale). Deep breathing allows you 
to fill your lungs completely. 

For many of us, this will feel un-
natural at first. Most adults have 
evolved to become shallow breath-
ers or “chest breathers.” Shallow 
breathing limits the exchange of 
oxygenated air and can increase 
feelings of anxiety and shortness 
of breath. Here are some tips to en-
courage and practice deep, health-
ful breathing:

1. Choose a quiet place where 
you can sit or lie comfortably.

2. Breathe in slowly through 
your nose; allow your chest 
and lower belly to rise as you 
inhale deeply to the bottom 
of your lungs. Let your abdo-
men expand fully. 

3. Exhale slowly through your 
mouth (or nose if that feels 
more natural) and relax any 
tension in your muscles; es-
pecially your neck, shoul-
ders, and facial muscles.

4. Don’t overthink the process 
or try too hard; it may cause 
tension.

5. Don’t be too passive either; 
the key is to be mindful of 
your actions.

6. Try to practice once a day for 
at least 10 to 20 minutes.

The process is simple; however, 
simple does not always mean easy. 
For that reason, we are offering 

“Calm and Quiet Restoration” on 
Monday, April 18, at 4 p.m. This 
special class will help you learn 
how to practice deep breathing 

as well as meditative techniques. 
Trish Froehlich, who has a passion 
and talent for helping people gain 
this skill, will lead this program. 

Trish notes, “I am looking for-
ward to sharing this practice with 
our residents, especially those who 
may think ‘I can’t do meditation 
because I can’t sit still or my mind 
wanders.’ All of our minds wander; 
it’s what minds do! Focusing on the 
breath, even for just a few minutes, 
takes us from fight-or-flight to rest-
and-digest. This reduces the pro-
duction of those stress hormones. 
Please join me for this restorative 
and healing class!”

Larry Robinson
352-387-3571
larry_robinson@otowfl.com

Fit Tips

Get in the Green!
Participating in outdoor activi-

ties is a “two for one” special! You 
get both physical and environmen-
tal wellness. On Top of the World of-
fers the opportunity for gardening, 
walking, golf, tennis, pickleball, 
softball and so much more! Here 
are some fit tips to gain the unique 
benefits of exercising outdoors. 

FIT TIP #1: Get moving in green 
spaces – research shows that time 
spent in green spaces has a positive 
association with health. 
FIT TIP #2: Perk up at the Power 

Park by getting your exercise at 
our outdoor Power Parks, or the 
Candler Hills fitness trail. You will 
improve muscular strength and en-
durance, and get some vitamin D.

FIT TIP #3: Grab a friend and go 
outdoors – exercise and exposure to 
nature boost healthy brain chemi-
cals. Add some socialization to the 
mix and you have a wellness trifec-
ta! 

REPLACEMENT CAR DECALS
Bring your car, resident ID,  
auto registration and $10.

Resident Services
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday

No decals issued during inclement weath-
er. Closes at noon for 30-50 minutes for 

30 minutes of sanitizing.

ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala
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Athena Drewes

Table Tennis

We are looking forward to orga-
nizing a clinic day to help members 
learn the basics. President Paul 
Stadterman (ptstadterman@yahoo.
com) has sent out videos to help 
with basic training. The most fre-
quently asked question is, “What 
are the Table Tennis Club rules of 
play and club information?” Here 
they are: 

1. Have fun.

Photo by Athena Drewes

Members at Table Tennis Club meeting.
2. Schedule of play is posted on 

the bulletin board in the club 
room.

3. Player will choose chips to 
determine the location to 
start.

4. A round will consist of three 
games with players rotat-
ing one position to the left 
after each game. After three 
games, chips will be used to 
determine rotation among 
players and tables. If a new 
player is rotating in, a fourth 
game will be played to com-
pensate.

5. Serve for the start of the game 
will be from position one.

6. Players serve for two points, 

excluding a let (net), then 
alternate position and team 
service. A let will also be 
called immediately when a 
ball from another table en-
ters the area.

7. Games are played to 11 and 
win by two points.

8. All players must strive to 
the best of their ability to at-
tempt a legal serve. A legal 
serve starts with the ball in 
an open palm, released up-
ward six inches, then struck 
by the paddle. At no time 
may the ball be hidden or be 
held against the paddle. The 
ball must be served behind 
the end line.

9. A point shall be awarded if 
the ball passes the table end 
without touching the table. 
A player may not touch the 
ball that would legally hit 
the table. A player’s hand or 
body may not touch the table 
at any time during a point. A 
player may touch or catch the 
ball that has not hit the table 
once it has clearly passed the 
table’s end.

10. All players are expected to be 
courteous and exhibit good 
sportsmanship. At the end of 

a round, do not cross behind 
the other tables while a point 
is in progress. Any difference 
of opinion must be handled 
quickly and professionally.

11. The last person out of the 
room must turn off the lights, 
fans and return thermostat to 
72 degrees.

12. No tobacco, alcohol, or ille-
gal drugs are permitted in the 
room.

13. Any physical abuse to the ta-
ble or equipment will not be 
tolerated.

14. For your safety, proper foot 
attire is to be always worn.

15. No pets are permitted in club 
room.

Applications are available in the 
Arbor Conference Center Table 
Tennis Room. 

Play times are Monday and Tues-
day doubles (6 to 8 p.m.); beginners 
(Tuesdays, 1 to 3 p.m. (doubles); 
Thursdays, 3 to 5 p.m. (singles)); 
ladies play (Wednesdays, 10 a.m. 
to noon); all levels doubles (Thurs-
days, Fridays, and Saturdays, 1 to 3 
p.m.) and singles (Wednesdays and 
Sundays, 1 to 3 p.m.) for all levels. 
We all play table tennis for fun and 
enjoyment! Please consider stop-
ping by and meeting us!

GOLF CART REGISTRATION
Bring golf cart, resident ID and insurance policy (stating amount of bodily injury).  

All residents in household must be present.  

Resident Services
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday

No inspections during inclement weather. 
Closes at noon for 30-50 minutes for 30 minutes of sanitizing.
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Photo by Steve Warren

The noon Broadway dance class.

Susan Knorr

Western Stars
Bowling

On Thursday, April 7, we will en-
joy our final day of league bowling 
- position rounds at AMF Galaxy 
West. Winning teams and individu-
als will be listed in May issue of the 
World News. 

We will not have a a banquet this 
year. 

Officers will be voted on later.  
The annual meeting is Thursday, 
Aug. 18, at 2:30 p.m. at AMF Galaxy 
West in the banquet room.  Busi-
ness will be voted on and discussed 
at that time.  Thursday, Aug. 25, 
will be the opening day of league 
play, at 2:30 p.m.  Practice begins at 
2:15 p.m. 

Once again, we are hoping to re-
cruit new members. The next sea-
son promises to bring more excite-
ment and fun while competing with 
old and new friends alike. 

I always hear, “I used to bowl, 
but I haven’t picked up a ball in 
years” or “I haven’t bowled in 30 
years!” The game’s the same, you 
just may need a lighter ball. So if 
you would like to enjoy a few hours 
a week competing with old and new 
friends, come get reacquainted to 
the game.  

The bowling season lasts for 30 
weeks and ends in April of the fol-
lowing year.   AMF Galaxy West is 
located at 1818 SW 17th Street, Oca-
la.  For more information, call 352-
732-0300 or visit amf.com.  

You can also contact Su-
san Knorr at 352-304-8025 or 352-
359-1020 or susieknorr21@aol.com.

Bill Bender

Top Pickleball
Club

As you may well know, the fast-
est growing sport in the world is 
the humble game of pickleball. I 
say humble because the game was 
reportedly created just to entertain 
some bored children.

My explanation of why the game 
attracts so many includes:

• New players find fun in a 
minimum amount of time 
and with elementary skills. 
It is not like so many sports 
that take a tremendous in-
vestment of time, effort (and 
money!) before delivering 
satisfaction. In contrast, 
pickleball “hooks” players 
early on. The term “addic-
tion” is often used to express 
this phenomenon.

• Game skills can be quickly 
built. I’ve seen many players 
advance rapidly before my 
very eyes. You get somewhat 
accustomed to how people 
play, and then are astounded 
to witness their newfound 
skills. This is no doubt a func-
tion of time played and of the 
numerous classes and clinics 
offered by our club.

• Pickleball is a game that pro-
motes sociability. This has 
been most apparent to me 
as I have played here in our 
community. However, Jorge 
Privat, tennis pro, tells me 
that it is not an unusual situ-
ation. The game itself seems 
to encourage sociability, 
which helps explain the fact 
that nearly 80% of our mem-
bers categorize themselves 
as “social” or “recreational” 
players versus “competitive.” 
Thankfully, we have plenty of 
room to accommodate both.

If you have not witnessed the 
game being played, you might en-
joy just watching it. You are always 

welcome to come to the courts, 
take a seat, relax, and watch your 
neighbors acting like children on 
a playground. We are always there 
(weather permitting) during “club 
hours” (Monday through Saturday, 
from 7:30 to 10:30 a.m.). 

If you like what you see, come 
join us at one of our free introduc-
tory classes. These sessions are 
specifically for residents who want 
to learn about the fastest growing 
sport in the world. Just show up on 
any Monday or on the first Saturday 
of the month, at 10:30 a.m. with 
plenty of liquids (to avoid dehydra-
tion), wearing your tennis or court 
shoes, and we will provide the rest 
(equipment and fun!). We recom-
mend that you not purchase pad-
dles before taking the lesson as our 
instructors will guide you in choos-
ing the proper equipment.  In one 
hour, it will be abundantly clear if 
this sport is for you.

If you like it, the opportunity 
for you to join the club is yours for 
a modest annual dues of $15. As a 
member, you would have access to 
our website where you can sign up 
for numerous clinics to improve 
your pickleball skills and partici-
pate in club tournaments and social 
functions.

TRASH COMPACTOR FULL?
Please take trash to another location. Do 

not place trash outside of trash compactor.
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Barbara Scales

Sidekicks
Western Dance

Eugenie Martin

Ballet

Ponce de Leon would be proud of 
us here at On Top of the World. We 
live in a community for active peo-
ple over 55 years of age. Our mis-
sion is physical and mental fitness. 
Through sports and activities such 
as the Sidekicks, we improve our 
physical fitness and balance. But to-
day we focus on our mental health 
as well, to create a healthier you. To 
improve the brain, scientists rec-
ommend improving our neuroplas-
ticity and the Sidekicks helps us to 
do that, but what is neuroplasticity?

The brain has billions of nerve 
connections, called neurons, hence 
neuro. And the ability for us to adapt 
to change and learn is the plastic/
moldable/flexible self, hence plas-
ticity. There are many ways we can 
challenge ourselves to maintain 
our brain function and delay aging. 
Regular exercise such as dancing is 
one prime example. 

There is good news, it is never too 
late to learn. Which of your habits 
needs a tune up? Are you a couch 
potato? Get up and walk around 
during commercials or choose a 
historical or science program to 
learn something new. Learn a new 
language. Stop making the same 
tried-and-true meals. Conversa-
tions and interactions build the 
gray matter of the brain. So, expand 
your palate by cooking new dishes 

and invite others to join you. 
Have you ever “zoned out?” Zon-

ing out weakens your brain because 
you allowed your brain to go to one 
of the lowest function levels and 
that puts you at risk for mental de-
cline. If that has happened, it is time 
to shake things up. Here’s ideas for 
change: Try learning new dance 
steps, take a different bicycle route, 
sample new coffee flavors, instead 
of inviting neighbors for coffee, in-
vite them for tea, volunteer, join a 
club, or play a different card game. 
By pushing through new challeng-
es, we delay aging. Prolonged stress 
is a deterrent to health. Remem-
ber, it is important to let your brain 
rest such as with meditation. Allow 
your brain to experience high ac-
tivity while taking in new informa-
tion, and then allow it to hush and 

Until I was out of college and liv-
ing in New York City, I had never 
seen a live ballet performance. 
Once in New York City, I began to 
attend performances of the New 
York City Ballet, then performing 
in the New York City Center in Man-
hattan. Since my friends and I had 
very little money, we bought the 
cheapest tickets, and climbed many 
flights of stairs to sit in the top bal-
cony, leaning over between two 
bars to keep from falling into the 
orchestra pit. The ballet company 
now performs in great elegance at 
Lincoln Center, where I have seen 
performances, but the excitement 
of seeing the world-famous compa-
ny from our cheap seats in the sky 
remains with me.

Nowadays, I still experience 
live ballet “performances” several 
times each week, although those 

“performances” are ballet classes, 
and I am teaching, or sometimes 

Tamara Stanford

Line Dancing

You may have noticed that there 
is a change in the writer of this col-
umn.  Nancy Carmack is retiring 
the keyboard so that she and her 
husband Jim can spend more time 
traveling and visiting with friends 
and family.  Nancy will still teach 
some dances, dance at The Town 
Square, and serve as a dance tech-
nique resource.  The line dancers 
thank her for the work that she has 

enjoy solitude. Balance of purpose 
is the key.

Scientists have seen via several 
magnetic imaging processes that in-
creasing the physical and mental in-
puts enhances the blood flow in the 
brain, which increases the amount 
of gray matter and improves the 
function of the brain’s white mat-
ter. Keeping physically and men-
tally active is a very healthy thing to 
do. It is like creating your very own 
personal fountain of youth. So, get 
out, get involved, and keep learning 
those new Sidekicks dance steps!

The Sidekicks ice cream social 
was Tuesday, March 15. Everyone 
had a wonderful time. The group is 
looking forward to the end of sea-
son party Tuesday, May 10.

done, and continues to do, to pro-
mote line dancing as a healthful, 
social, and fun activity.

On Saturday, March 12, there 
was a St. Patrick’s Day-themed line 
dance at the Arbor Activity Center. 
The attendees were from the Inter-
mediate, Improver Plus, and Be-
ginners II classes and from Sheryl 
Bradley’s classes. The party be-
gan with a delicious potluck buffet 
lunch provided by the attendees.

Everyone danced to the same 
music. At times, there were two 
groups of dancers. During some of 
the songs, each group danced dif-
ferent steps, according to prefer-
ence or training. For other songs, 

the dance steps were known by all, 
and everyone danced in unison. It 
was an enjoyable event. The line 
dancers would like to thank Caro-
lyn Meador for her efforts in orga-
nizing the St. Patrick’s Day party 
and thank all of those who worked 
with Carolyn to make it a success.

As Nancy Carmack mentioned 
in a past column, line dancing is 
evolving.  Worldwide, more people 
are interested in learning new line 
dance patterns to new songs.  This 

hobby is so popular because of the 
great variety in the music and dance 
genre.  Some of the dances are more 
complex than they were in the past 
and some dances are simple pat-
terns.  No matter what your level of 
dance knowledge, there is a place 
for you in line dancing.  We hope 
that you will join us.

For detailed information regard-
ing line dancing, contact Darlene 
Miller at 352-2593695 or Sheryl 
Bradley for her Thursday class 
at sbradley057@yahoo.com.

a member of the “corps,” with Su-
zanne Scheraga teaching. Although 
our classes follow a classical ballet 
order, with stretching and barre 
work first, we still perform danc-
es every time we have a class. In 
French, the term “corps” means 

“body,” and that is what the bal-
let dancers as a group are called. 
Dancers form the “body” and try to 
move as one person, if that is what 
the choreography indicates. It can 
be beautiful.

Newcomers are always welcome 
to the Ballet Club. No previous ex-
perience is necessary, nor are ballet 
clothes. To start, come in stretchy 
exercise clothes, put socks on your 
feet, and bring a bottle of water. 
Before coming, give me a call. That 
way, I can direct you to the best 
class for you, and Suzanne or I will 
be ready to welcome you.

Here is our schedule of classes:
• Beginner:  Tuesdays, 11 a.m. 

to 12:15 p.m. with Instructor 
Suzanne Scheraga; Fridays, 
noon to 1:15 p.m. with In-
structor Eugenie Martin.

• Advanced Beginner: Tues-
days and Thursdays, 1 to 2:15 
p.m. with Instructor Eugenie 
Martin; Saturdays, 11:15 a.m. 
to 12:15 p.m. with Instructor 
Suzanne Scheraga.

Happy dancing!

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST
Receive information about  
Circle Square Commons  

including the Farmers Market, special 
events, entertainment,  

The Ranch Fitness Center & Spa,  
Circle Square Cultural Center,  

Master the Possibilities,  
Mr. B’s Ice Cream Shop,  

Sid’s Coffee Shop & Deli and more!
Sign up at CircleSquareCommons.com 
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Dee Dombach

Archery Club

Michelle Malsch

Bocce Club

This is how we roll! Open bocce 
continues to be one of the hottest 
games in town. As of late, all six 
courts are being fully utilized. Open 
bocce is played Mondays, Wednes-
days, Fridays, and Saturdays, at 9 
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Please arrive a 
few minutes early so that a count 
can be taken and numbers of play-
ers per court can be decided upon. 
Teams are decided by the luck of 
the draw. Masks or face coverings 
are optional, but not required at 
this time. Social distancing guide-
lines may affect the number of 
players per court.

Open bocce is a good opportu-
nity to practice or learn the game. 
Anyone who shows up can play. 
This is your chance to watch, learn 
or play, however as a new player, 
once you have played with the 
league on three occasions you will 
be expected to join the league, pay 
dues, and sign a “Release and Hold 
Harmless” consent form.

The best of bocce will be played 

Jeff Wiita

Call of the Wild
Sports Club

Calling all troops. That includes 
you, sailor. We have a mission to 
execute. On Thursday, Feb. 17, a 
delegation went to The Villages to 
view two air gun ranges. The del-
egation included our president, H. 
Scott Bloch, Ron Rosenwald, direc-
tor hunting/shooting, yours truly, 
and others. The mission is to create 
a commission of members to shep-
herd the design and support of an 
air range in On Top of the World. 
The air range from the beginning 
of our mission to the completion of 
construction may take two or more 
years, but it will fail if we fail to or-
ganize and act.

Peter Schreiber, The Villages Air 
Gun Club commissioner, has al-
ready challenged us in a friendly 
competition on a regular basis once 
we have our air range. I looked at 
his roster and told him, “Your peo-
ple don’t stand a chance against 
our shooters.” Their roster of ap-
proximately 100 shooters only in-
cluded six women, and that is their 
Achilles’ heel. Shooting is not a 

“macho man” sport. A good shoot-
er does not need muscles. A good 
shooter needs patience and preci-
sion; two characteristics that I find 
more innate to a woman than to a 
man, unless you have been trained 

in the U.S. Army or Marines.
Men, if they grew up around guns, 

usually have picked up bad habits. 
Unfortunately, that is the category I 
fall into. If you are a trained soldier 
or Marine, your branch of service 
has already broken those bad hab-
its. Now, sailor, if you think you can 
shoot like a woman or an Army or 
Marine veteran, stand up and step 
forward. We need your support, 
too, for this mission.

The air gun range is 10 meters 
from the shooting bench to the 
target. That is 32 feet 9.701 inches 
for underclass men. This is the of-
ficial distance for competition. It 
may not seem very far away, but the 
target and bullseye are very small – 
so small that a magnifying glass is 
used to determine your score. Only 
.177 flat nose pellets can be used, 
and the pellets can only travel 1,200 
feet per second. When the range is 
hot, all guests must be behind a sec-
ond bench approximately two me-
ters behind the shooters.

Your assignment, if you are will-
ing to be a part of this mission, is 
to step forward and volunteer to be 
a member of the commission. Con-
tact H. Scott Bloch at 614-806-6738. 
Your critical knowledge, skill sets, 
and support are necessary for our 
success.

Please visit Call of the Wild Sports 
Club. Our next meeting is Wednes-
day, April 6, in the Hobby Building 
Event Room from 1 to 3 p.m.

at 9 a.m. Tuesday, April 26, for the 
league, and Thursday, April 28, 
at 9 a.m. for open. The top four 
teams from the Tuesday, 9 and 11 
a.m. leagues, as well as the top two 
teams from the Thursday, 10 a.m. 
league will participate. Open bocce 
teams will be determined by luck of 
the draw. 

The annual banquet will be held 
Saturday, May 7, from 4 to 7 p.m. 
in the Recreation Center Ballroom. 
The event will be catered by the 
Golden Corral. Drinks will be avail-
able for purchase from The Pub. If 
you plan on attending, please regis-
ter on the sign-up sheets available 
during open and league play. There 
will be no cost to members and 
guests will be $5, due upon sign up.

At the end of league play in April, 
several positions will become avail-
able: secretary, vice president, and 
league representatives for Tues-
days, at 9 and 11 a.m., and league 
representative for Thursday, at 10 
a.m. The new season will begin 
Tuesday, Oct. 4, and run through 
April 27, 2023. If you are interested 
in one of these positions or would 
like information on what the re-
sponsibilities are, please contact 
Terry Connolly, president, at 352-
895-3866. Until we roll again …

The very first archery organiza-
tion in the United States was the 
United Bowmen of Philadelphia. 
Founded in 1828, it was an exclusive 
organization for well-heeled men of 
the era and area. Its foundational 
charter stated, “Archery has been 
exercised from the most remote 
ages of antiquity, and, in modern 
times, has always been considered 
a useful and polite accomplish-
ment, affording in its practice vig-
orous and beneficial exercise con-
ducive to health and recreation. 
With these impressions we, the 
subscribers, have associated our-
selves together under the name and 
title of The United Bowmen of Phil-
adelphia.”

United Bowmen was a fraternal 
society with secrets revealed at suc-
cessive levels, symbols used in place 
of names, tournament grounds fes-
tooned by heraldic flags around a 
large pavilion tent, and uniforms 
for members of white pantaloons, 
green frock coats trimmed in gold 
with green caps. A booklet com-
memorating the 150th anniversary 
of the club’s founding said, “There 
is an unfailing spirit of good fellow-
ship throughout its history. While 
there were and are many differenc-
es of opinion as might be expected 
of capable, dedicated individu-
als, there is seldom more than the 
slightest indication that the over-
riding feeling of good will has been 
temporarily breached. This plea-
sure in each other’s company and 
in the shooting has always been giv-
en priority over skill with the bow.”

The Bowmen left a legacy to con-
temporary archers with the innova-
tion of target archery competition 
protocols that are still used today; a 
designated number of arrows shot 
at a target face at specified distanc-
es with standardized scoring. 

Our Archery Club’s origins are 
in the much more recent past, but 
we share many of the guiding prin-
ciples as the Bowmen. Our tourna-
ments follow the protocols estab-
lished by the Bowmen long ago. 
Although we have neither secrets, 
symbols, or uniforms and are not 

restricted by gender, we enjoy the 
fun, outdoor exercise, and espe-
cially the camaraderie that target 
archery affords. Our members vol-
unteer to perform the many and 
varied functions of the club; from 
the officers who attend to and con-
duct the business of the club, to 
those who develop tournaments 
and challenges, those who monitor 
and tend the club and range equip-
ment, those who plan and prepare 
social get-togethers, and those who 
help by assisting new archers devel-
op their skills and confidence. 

The stated goal of the Archery 
Club is to “provide the residents an 
opportunity to participate in club 
and archery activities, foster social 
interaction through club events, 
and allow club members to im-
prove their skills and knowledge of 
target archery in a fun, relaxed and 
enjoyable environment.” Please 
come and check us out … you may 
find pleasure in the company and 
satisfaction in the shooting. If you 
are interested in learning more 
about the club, please contact Bob 
Papirner at rpapirner@aol.com or 
Mark D’Addario at markdad06@
gmail.com.

Dennis Baker

Cycling Club

The Wheeling Around the World 
Cycling Club invites and welcomes 
all residents and guests interested 
in cycling regardless of cycling 
ability. Beginner, intermediate, ad-
vanced, or pro? All are welcome 
and will find cyclists of similar in-
terests and capabilities!

The club meets two or more 
times each week usually at the Pow-
er Park on SW 90th Street across 
from the dog park near the four-
way stop. Special rides or excur-
sions are often scheduled by group 
members. Schedules are published 
regularly on Facebook (OTOW Chat 
Room and Wheeling Around the 
World). Grab your bike or trike and 
your helmet and join the fun. 

For information, contact Dennis 
Baker dbaker@laposte.net or 352-
562-0088.

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR
Pick up after your pet.

OTOWInfo.com
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Dan Gaffin

R/C Flyers Club

The first successful and practi-
cal jet aircraft was the British made 
Heinkel He 178. It flew five days 
prior to the start of World War II 
and then the program to use it and 
further develop it was put on hold 
as the need for a fast and reliable 
fighter aircraft became the priority. 

During World War II, the coun-
tries of the United States, United 
Kingdom, Germany, Italy, Russia, 
and Japan were working on devel-
oping a jet fighter and bomber air-
craft that was reliable and ahead of 

Photo by Dan Gaffin

John Workman, Don Wright, Mike Betz, Kenny Graham, and Robert DiJoseph.

the curve. Germany was the first 
to develop one, the Messerschmitt 
Me 262, and this surpassed all the 
other fighters developed. However, 
the aircraft was not put into ac-
tive service until the latter days of 
World War II and therefore it did 
not change the outcome of the war. 
The development of the Me 262 was 
the start of the jet age.

There are many pilots in the R/C 
Flyers Club who own and fly vin-
tage and modern jet planes. Most of 
the planes flown are military planes 
though there are also some com-
mercial planes flown. The radio-
controlled versions of these planes 
are amazing replicas. Not only do 
these replicas have the same paint-
ed appearance and markings, but 
they also sound and fly as the origi-

nal counterpart. These R/C aircraft 
come in a variety of sizes. 

It is truly an amazing sight and 
sound to behold when you see these 
planes in the air and to then realize 
that it is being controlled by a radio 
from the ground. The pilot is using 
a radio that is sending a signal to 
a receiver in the plane and the re-
ceiver is sending a signal to a servo 
within the aircraft. Each control-
ling aspect of the plane has a servo 
– for the rudder, elevator, and ai-
leron. Using these in sync, control 
the flight path of the plane.

We are quite fortunate to have a 
first-class flying field available to 
us. The flying field has both 600-
foot grass and asphalt runways, 
covered set-up tables to prepare 
for flying, arming stations to set up 

the motor before flying and testing 
stations for planes that use gas and 
glow fuel. All these identified sta-
tions are essential for a pilot to en-
gage and prepare the aircraft before 
taking flight. 

If you are a resident and are in-
terested in learning to fly, visit the 
R/C Flyers website at otowrcflyers.
com. The website contains all the 
information you will need, and the 
Application/Rules tab will direct 
you to the forms required. The ap-
plication form can also be picked 
up at the airfield under the main 
pavilion. 

EMERGENCY AFTER-HOURS 
PHONE NUMBER

352-236-OTOW (236-6869)
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All the events, fun and more!

ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala

By Kathy Petrosky
I Googled “Why is karaoke fun?” 

I read that it allows for a chance 
to socialize with friends while act-
ing as silly as you want. Karaoke 
Friends had many silly singers at 
prop night.

Lynn found a great use for alu-
minum baking pans. You can make 
a helmet. Lynn had a breast plate 
and waved the flag as she sang, “I, 
Don Quixote.” Phil came in with his 

Photo by Steve Warren

Karaoke Friends prop night in March.

Silly Shenanigans at 
Prop Night

homemade jukebox. His wife, Luci, 
held up the prop. He asked, “Don’t 
Rock the Jukebox.” He also direct-
ed “Prop Me Up by the Jukebox” 
when he dies. Ed gave new mean-
ing to the phrase pot head. He sang 

“Black Coffee” with an oversized 
cup. 

Nancy came wearing her best 
banana head as she sang “30,000 
Pounds of Bananas.” Of course, 

Charlie brought his flying chicken 
to sing, “Ghost Chicken.” I found an 
after-Christmas use for the lights. I 
wrapped them around me and lit 
them every time I sang “You Light 
Up My Life.” Karen was our aviator 
as she sang “Up, Up, and Away.” 

Laura made use of some men in 
the audience. 

Bob sat up front as she sang 
“Bobby’s Girl.” Her husband was 
a great sport. He came up and acted 
out “Stop in the Name of Love” as 
she sang it. We think he found his 
new calling. Donnie came in with 
his cowboy hat and a newspaper. 
He sang “Wanted.” The poor man is 
looking for a woman to understand 
him. 

Glen came prepared for bad 
weather. I guess he likes to “Listen 
to the Rhythm of the Falling Rain.” 
Peyton came wearing black with a 
paint brush. He was ready to “Paint 
It Black.” Fran was funny in her bi-
kini and blanket. She brought fake 
waves with her as she sang “Itsy 
Bitsy Teeny Weeny Yellow Polka 
Dot Bikini.” Norma was swinging 
her red boa as she told us all about 

“Minnie the Moocher.”
We do a prop night every couple 

of months. We enjoy meeting new 
residents. Singing is not required. 
We love our clappers.

We meet the first and third Mon-
days in the Arbor Activity Center 
Music Room from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Hope you can join the fun.

The designated charity for the 
St. Patrick’s/Mardi Gras parade in 
March, was Interfaith Emergency 
Services. As always, Fun with Golf 
Cart members did a great job deco-
rating for the parade!

The Easter parade/potluck/adult 
Easter egg hunt/raffle is scheduled 
for Saturday, April 9.  The parade 
route will include a stop at the 
Bridgewater Park Senior Living 
facility. In addition to our normal 
charitable contributions, there 
will be a cup for donating cash to 
a gasoline fund for the Calhoun’s, 
who use their own van to deliver to 
our charities. Remember to bring 
an Easter basket or bucket to the 
potluck picnic to collect the eggs 
you find. If you want to make up 
an Easter basket to donate for the 
raffle, please do so. Hint: some of 
the raffled eggs will contain cash! A 
non-refundable $5 per-person do-
nation will enable volunteers to fill 
300-plus plastic eggs with some fun 
prizes. 

Members who still need to pur-
chase a $5 potluck ticket may call 
Dee Null at 314-882-7264 to arrange 
payment. As always, proceeds from 
this event will benefit our chosen 
charities, which include Interfaith 
Emergency Services, Stuff-the-Bus, 

Photo by Valerie Mitchell Ostrom

One of the many decorated golf carts from the St. Patrick’s/Mardi Gras parade in March.

Easter Golf Cart  
Parade for Charity
By Susan Pulling Robinson

Operation Shoebox, and Voices of 
Change Animal League (VOCAL).

For those attending the potluck, 
please bring your own drinks, ice, 
and a dish to share.  Prepare a dish 
according to the first letter of your 
last name, as follows: A-D meat, E-I 
vegetable, J-M pasta, N-Q dessert, 
R-U potatoes, and V-Z fruit. 

Membership in the Fun with 
Golf Carts Facebook group (OTOW 
Fun with Golf Carts) is now well 
over 300, so it is no wonder that the 
parades are getting bigger and bet-
ter! If you have a golf cart, please 
consider jazzing it up (or not) and 
joining in as we parade for a cause. 
Each parade benefits one or more 
local charities. 

For more information and to re-
ceive emails about our club, please 
email otowfunwithgolfcarts@
gmail.com.

All parades start at the Recre-
ation Center, with lineup and chari-
table donations at 9:45 a.m., and 
pullout at 10 a.m. The route for a 
given parade is posted on Facebook 
(OTOW Fun with Golf Carts and 
OTOW Chat Room). If the parade is 
not coming by your house, please 
come see the action as we leave the 
Recreation Center promptly at 10 
a.m.

As I have written in the past, 
Happy Hookers often creates 
items for various local charities. 
We have recently partnered with 
the Sewing Bees for one of their 
children’s charities. Happy Hook-
ers is making 78 scarves for chil-
dren with the goal that the scarves 
will be completed by November. 
Our thanks to Ann Gallo who is 
leading this project for our group. 
While columns written in previous 
months have focused on knitting 
needles, crochet hooks and other 
handcraft tools, this item is “new” 
to our group.   Called an Infinite Af-
ghan loom, it is a knitting loom that 
utilizes the knit stick and the purl 
stitch which is common to knitting.  
The picture which shows the loom 
that is owned by one of our mem-
bers shows an afghan that is in 
progress. This is only one of many 
looms that are available, and you 
have many options as to the type 
of loom – ones that are square, can 
make hats, etc.

Happy Hookers is open to all 
residents.  We meet year-round on 

Hookers Partner with 
the Bees
By Jan Spielvogel

Photo taken by Jan Spielvogel

Infinite afghan loom.

Mondays from 1:30 to 3 p.m. in the 
Hobby Building Art Room. There 
are no dues, agenda nor penalties 
for missing a meeting, arriving late, 
or leaving early.  Life can and does 
interfere at times, and we would 
hate for that to hold you back. What 
we do have is a group of ladies busy 
with crocheting, knitting, needle-
pointing, card crafting, embroider-
ing, and handcrafting of all kinds. 
This is a very talented group that’s 
never too busy to help someone 
with a difficult pattern or stitch. 
We welcome newcomers with open 
arms. Attendees should bring what-
ever they happen to be working on.

If you have any questions about 
our club, you may call Naomi Ber-
man at 352-873-4328. If you have 
yarn, pattern books, knitting nee-
dles, crochet hooks or other craft-
ing tools that you no longer have 
a use for, donations are always ap-
preciated.  Please bring them on 
Mondays during our meeting time 
or contact either Ann Gallo at 917-
597-2178 or Kathleen Frost  at 925-
960-5945 to arrange for pickup.
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OUTDOOR  
FURNITURE SALE!YOUR CHOICE...

10AM — 6PM

 *Payments shown based on 48 month financing estimates. Your payments may vary based on your credit approval. See associate for details. Prior sales not included. Due to early advertising deadlines, some items may be sold or out of stock. See or  
   call store for details on total delivery area. Delivery is additional. Product photos are for illustration only, actual product may not be as pictured. Not responsible for typographical errors.

SEE IT!     BUY IT! TAKE IT HOME!

new
arrivals weekly

Save  $400Save  $300Save  $200

Save  $100

$1599
WAS $1999

$1199
WAS $1499

$699
WAS $899

LUDDEN
Power Rocker Recliner

$499
WAS $599

MARSING NUVELLA
4 Piece Sectional

HYLLMONT Power Reclining Sofa 
Power Console: $1199

HOGAN Reclining Sofa 
Power Console: $679

$34
starting at

PER MO*

$25
starting at

PER MO*

$15
starting at

PER MO*

$11
starting at

PER MO*

20%
OFF

up to  60 MONTHS 
FINANCING

SEE ASSOCIATE FOR DETAILS

ALL OUTDOOR FURNITURE 
Top brands, In-Stock and Ready for Your Patio SEE IT, BUY IT, TAKE IT HOME!

MATTRESSES $399starting at

CHECK OUT BLOCKER’S MATTRESS GALLERY

Connie Filip

ShutterBugs
Photography

Chris Kilbride

Artistic  
Crafts & Gifts

Denise Gatchell and her husband 
are new to our community, having 
moved here in January 2021.

We want to thank Denise for 
jumping right in as club secretary. 
She saw a need and knew that she’d 
love to be involved. Maybe that’s 
because she takes her camera with 
her everywhere she goes. She says, 

“My husband jokes asking if we 
are ‘going for an exercise walk’ or 

‘a taking pictures walk’.”  
After her favorite photographic 

subject – her grandchildren, of 
course – next comes nature. 

In April, she’s thrilled to be able 
to share some of her Florida wild-
life photographs with everyone in 
the Master the Possibilities’ lobby. 
The photo shown here was taken at 
Paynes Prairie Preserve just north 
of Ocala.  Paynes Prairie Preserve is 
a great place to see wildlife. It has 
eight walking trails and a 50-foot-
high observation tower.  This photo 
is one of the wild horses that roam 
the prairie.  She has yet to photo-
graph the elusive bison that roam 
that area as well.

Because she sees beauty every-
where, she wants to try to capture it 
all.  She hopes her viewers see that 
beauty when they look at her pho-
tographs. 

Denise tries not to do much post 
processing to her photographs.  She 
does use Lightroom to adjust expo-

Photo by ShutterBug Denise Gatchell

Wild horse. 

sure, crop, and tweak when needed.
She likes to use her “old reliable” 

Fujifilm FinePix S1 most of the 
time.  It’s a bridge camera (think of 
a cross between a DSLR and a point-
and-shoot) and she’s comfortable 
with all its settings.  For a challenge 
and a climb up her new learning 
curve, she picks up her Canon EOS 
Rebel T7 DSLR.

Next on the horizon? 
“I would very much like to learn 

astrophotography.  I have an oppor-
tunity to go to Colorado this year 
and hope to take some Milky Way 
photographs.”

Best advice she’s every received? 
“An amazing photographer, Jeff 
Waldorff, said that when I was fin-
ished taking photos of whatever my 
subject was, to turn around and see 
what was behind me.  I remember I 
was out photographing a beautiful 
sunset from the beach.  When I was 
done, I turned around and there 
was this giant moon hanging just 
over the sand dune.  That ended up 
being the best shot of the night!”

ShutterBug president, Harry 
Boyajian continues to facilitate our 
sharing of photography tips to im-
prove our skills in camera use and 
editing. He has been sharing his 
knowledge about outdoor portrai-
ture and our members will be head-
ing to Sholom Park for our Tuesday, 
April 5, morning field trip to prac-
tice.

Want to learn more about digital? 
Stop by the Hobby Building Event 
Room for a ShutterBugs meeting at 
3 p.m. on the third and fourth Tues-
days. For more information, con-
tact Harry at (239) 336-4804.

The Artistic Crafts & Gifts’ Tues-
day craft show at the Recreation 
Center Ballroom is from 9 a.m. to 
noon, and will continue weekly 
through May.

Our website ArtisticCrafts.
org will give you a glimpse of our 
very talented crafters and artisans. 
The group started back in the early 
1990s, where the show has grown 
from seven crafters to now over 45 
on Tuesday, and even more on our 
website. All resident crafters are 
welcome to sell virtually on our 
website and inquire about a table at 
our Tuesday show.

This month we feature Andrea 
DeRosa who moved here from 
northern New Jersey late in Janu-
ary 2020. During this time, she 
found an unlimited opportunity to 
renew her love affair with beading 
and wire work. She started beading 
when she was 12 during one unusu-
ally rainy summer, where she built 
a cardboard play case for her Barbie 
dolls and decorated it with beads. 
That summer she used wire and 
beads to create intricate woven im-
ages and designed many necklaces.

In 1969, she and her father took a 
trip to Greenwich Village, New York 
and found a store that sold glass 
beads in different colors and sizes, 
including metal and wood. But the 
glass beads are what took her breath 
away! She made so many necklaces 
and bracelets, and when the beads 
were gone, she would take them 
apart and make something differ-
ent with them. 

Photo by Chris Kilbride

Andrea DeRosa’s beadwork includes trees of life and a variety of necklace styles. 
Being entirely self-taught, An-

drea has taken a few courses to bet-
ter understand certain beading pat-
terns. She enjoys perusing beading 
books and magazines but creates 
her own designs. Having ventured 
into many patterns and styles of 
beading, she always comes back to 
pearl and bead spirals. The textures 
created using different sizes, colors 
and shapes is fascinating for her, 
where each color combination is 
unique and makes each individual 
color more interesting.

Between her career as a bank 
auditor, then stay at home mother, 
and finally library circulation su-
pervisor at a college, much time 
would go by when she did little or 
no beading. But she has always re-
turned to this passion for color, 
texture, and design, especially now 
being retired and indulging this 
passion every day!

Andrea loves meeting so many 
wonderful and talented crafters 
each week who are equally passion-
ate about their own creations, and 
she also sells at area shows. She 
has taught Master the Possibilities 
courses in wire wrapped gemstone 
trees of life, and spiral necklaces 
with a drop adornment. 

For those who have never visited 
on Tuesday, please take an hour, 
and go by to see the wide variety of 
quality items for sale. All vendors 
are now part of our virtual website, 
so you can see everyone’s crafts 
even if you can’t get to the weekly 
show. Any vendor can make indi-
vidual arrangements for you to pur-
chase items throughout the week.

If you have your own artistic en-
deavor you wish to sell, please con-
tact us through our website Artis-
ticCrafts.org where our coordinator 
Rene can answer all your questions.
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CARDS & GAMES

Bridge

Pinochle

Nancy Grabowski

Bingo

Thursday Afternoon
By Marlene Floeckher

Feb. 3
1: Bernie Kelly; 2:   Rik Saffol; 3:   Pat Quinn; 
4:  Bruce Gillett; Cons:  Dianne Robinson.

Feb. 10
1:    Bruce Gillett; 2:    Irma Cline; 3:    Linda 
Curtiss; 4:  Judi Wallace; Cons:  Joe McKeown.

Feb. 17
1: Rik Saffol: 2:    Judy Mackowiak; 3:   Dianne 
Robinson; 4:    Linda Curtiss; Cons: Debbie 
Quinn.

Feb. 24
1: Judy Mackowiak; 2:   Linda Curtiss; 3:   Pat 
Quinn; 4:  Betty Morris; Cons: Al Kremer.

Monday Afternoon
By Shirley Stolly & Carol Johnson

 
Feb. 7

1: Marlene Floeckher & Joe McKeown; 2: Caryl 
Rosenberg & Barbara Heller; 3: Darlene Clark 
& Joan Lord; 4: Phyllis & Herb Silverman; 5: 
Pat & Debbie Quinn. 

Feb. 14
1: Shirley Stolly & Carol Johnson; 2: Barbara & 
Jack Heller; 3: Judy Mackowick & Rick Saffol; 
4: Pat & Debbie Quinn; 5: Joan Lord & Craig 
Ford.

Feb. 21
1: Linda Yuen & Mike Meinwick; 2: Dennis & 
Judi Wallace; 3: Barbara & Jack Heller; 4: Mar 
Balchin & Bruce Gillett; Tie at 5: Linda Curtiss 
& John Ryan, Rick Saffol & Judy Mackowick 
and Betty Morris & Steve Sekac.

Feb. 28
1: Caryl Rosenberg & Barbara Heller; 2: Mar 
Balchin & Bruce Gillett; 3: Shirley Stolly & 
Carol Johnson; 4: Betty Morris & Steve Sekac; 
5: John Ryan & Linda Curtiss. 

Michelle Malsch

Bunco Babes
Social Group

New location! We are on the 
move once again! The group has 
grown and necessitated the move to 
the Arbor Conference Center Dance 
Studios III-IV on the fourth Tuesday 
of the month. The next scheduled 
game is Tuesday, April 26. Regis-
tration is at 6:30 p.m.; games begin 
at 7 p.m. You do not have to call to 
register. You need only show up. 
You may bring a guest. The room is 
set up for 36 players. Please make 

Friday Morning 
By Mary Hannon

 
Feb. 18

1: Jim Magoon; 2: Debbie Martello; 3: Terri 
Cavagnaro.

Feb. 25
1: Al Whitford; 2: Mike Schmidt; 3: Edna Frye.

March 4
1: Jim Recor; 2: Linda Trombley; Tie at 3: Kathy 
Schmidt and Jim Magoon.

March 11
1: Jim Magoon; 2: Charlie Budd; 3: Al Whitford.

Tuesday Night 
By Herb Katz

Feb. 1
1: Walt Becker; 2: Bruce Gillett; 3: Judy Black 
& Ilene Casper.

Feb. 8
1: Al Whitford; 2: Dan Ebbighausen; 3: Larry 
Black.

Feb. 15
1: James Tomaszek; 2: Evelyn Ebbighausen; 3: 
Ed Casper.

Feb. 22
1: Rick Carroll & Robert Moravec; 2: Judy 
Wagnitz; 3: Cheryl Adams.

Duplicate Tuesday Night
By Bob Kraus & Gayle Taylor

Bring a partner and come play 
duplicate bridge at 6 p.m. on Tues-
days, in the Arbor Activity Center 
Card Rooms I-II. Please arrive a few 
minutes early to sign in. If you want 
to play occasionally as a substitute, 
contact us and we will you put you 
on our list.

Entry fee is $0.50 per person and 
after all the boards are scored, this 
is distributed the following week 
to the top teams. We are enjoying 
a good turnout which continues to 
increase as the community grows.

Friendly competition with about 
20 boards makes for a fun evening. 
For more information, contact Bob 
Kraus at 352-492-8525 or Gayle Tay-
lor at 352-387-9571.

Feb. 15

Wednesday Afternoon 
By Dianne Robinson

Feb. 2
1:   Bruce Gillett; 2:   Betty Morris; 3:   Shirley 
Stolly; 4:    Debbie Quinn & Rik Saffol; 
Cons:  Dianne Robinson.

Feb. 9
1:   Betty Morris; 2:   Bruce Gillett; 3:   Dianne 
Robinson; Cons:  Debbie Quinn.

Feb. 16
1:    Joe McKeown; 2:    Bruce Gillett; 3:    Rik 
Saffol; 4:  Marlene Floeckher; 5:  Judi Wallace; 
Cons:  Nancy Lustenberger.

Feb. 23
1:    Shirley Stolly; 2:    Betty Morris; 3:    Mar 
Valchin; Cons:  Bruce Gillett.

When this column was submit-
ted, the roll-over jackpot had not 
been claimed.  At that point, the pot 
was a whopping $230.  There are so 
many players who are eager to claim 
that prize, including me!  However, 
another major event looms on the 
horizon.

On Wednesday, April 20, our 
semi-annual super bingo will be 
held in the Recreation Center Ball-
room.  Tickets will be on sale from 
4:30 to 5:45 p.m., unless we run out 
of cards.  That is a real possibility 
since more people than usual join 
us for this event.  Please note that 
this game is for residents only and 
each person must show their resi-
dent ID.  Playing cards are sold in 
increments of three, with each 
group costing $5.  There will be 16 
games at $75 each and four games 
at $250 each.

You may come early but please 
be patient with the teams as they 
handle the sales.  Food is available 
in The Pub or you may bring in 
something that satisfies your tastes.  
Remember, bingo is an alcohol-free 
zone; drinks may be consumed in 
The Pub or pool pavilion.

Each person is permitted to save 
one additional seat.  Be aware that 
our volunteers will be working, and 
they will place a volunteer label 
at their spot.  Please don’t move 
them.  Additionally, we remind you 
not to tip the chairs forward as it 
poses a safety issue.

Prior to the beginning of the 
games, raffle tickets will be on sale.  
They sell at three for $1 or 10 for $5.  
Winning tickets are drawn; each 
lucky pull garners the ticket holder 
$20.  Lately, there has been a rash 
of multiple winners. Maybe, you’ll 
be next!

At the conclusion of the games, 
please return your cards face-down 
to the front table; please pick up 
the fly swatters or bingo markers to 
place in the box on the table, too.  
As you exit, be vigilant; walk on the 
sidewalk, check for vehicles before 
you cross over into the parking lots.

Thursday Night
By Jeff & Pam Bell

Come join us at 6 p.m. on Thurs-
days in the Recreation Center 
Lounge. No need to bring a partner, 
we will pair up by luck of the draw 
and rotate partners through the 
evening. Bring $0.25 and a smile. 
All levels are welcome. 

Feb. 17
1: Jeff Bell; 2: Marlyn Valchin; 3: Bill Lomerson.

Feb. 24
1: Tom Baglan; 2: Sara Anderson; 3: Jeff Bell.

March 3
1: Jean Krueger; 2: Brent Powell; 3: Al Whitford.

March 10
1: Mike Brody; 2: Brent Powell; 3: Pam Bell.

Euchre

Dave Malkin

Table Game  
Players Club

Friday Night
By Mary Bloch

Feb. 4
1: Doug Hines; 2: Lawrence Remer.

Feb. 11
1: Carol Condino; 2: Lawrence Remer.

Feb. 18
1: Gerald Mills: 2: Jackie Meyer.

Feb. 25
1: Carol Condino: 2: Billy Swing.

North/South
1: Judy Ladd & Jon Ladd; 2: Linda Ryan & Bill 
Ryan; 3: Sophie Redman & Jean Krueger.

East/West
1: Bob Kraus & Gayle Taylor; 3: Diane Turkin 
& Virginia Collins; 3: Sharon Miller & Arlene 
Loepp.

Feb. 22
1: Mary Bloch & Gina Andrejak; 2: Sophie 
Redman & Jean Krueger; Tie at 3: Bob Kraus 
& Gayle Taylor and Sharon Miller & Arlene 
Loepp.

Mar. 1
North/South

1: Bob Kraus & Gayle Taylor; 2: Dan Hall & Jeff 
Bell; 3: Wayne Caldwell & Jack Heller.

East/West
1: Mary Bloch & Gina Andrejak; 2: Barbara 
Heller & Caryl Rosenberger; 3: Sharon Miller 
& Arlene Loepp.

Mar. 8
North/ South

1: Sophie Redman & Jean Krueger; 2: Linda 
Ryan & Bill Ryan; 3: Connie Campbell & Billie 
Andersen.

East/West
1: Brent Powell & Bob Durst; 2: Barbara Heller 
& Caryl Rosenberger; 3: Gayle Taylor & Bob 
Kraus.

This is an invitation to play cards 
or any other game that you want. 
We have tables available for your 
game or you can join games that are 
already being played.

Some of the games already being 
played are or will be nickel, nickel; 
mah jongg; super samba; samba; 
a form of poker; and progressive 
rummy.

We will find a game for you or a 
table for your game.       

Join us Mondays, Wednesdays, or 
Fridays, at 1 p.m. in the Arbor Ac-
tivity Center Poker Room.        

sure you arrive on time to reserve 
your spot. It will be first come, first 
served. Always check the World 
News for the latest updates for our 
group. 

If you have never played before, 
come see what fun we have rolling 
the dice in this game of luck (no 
skill required). The game is easy 
and only requires rolling three dice 
and moving to the next table at the 
end of game play. New players are 
always welcome.

The cost is $3 per person and all 
monies collected are returned at 
the end of the game to the category 
winners. There are also two draw-
ings for door prizes for those who 
did not win any of the cash prizes. 
Please bring your own beverage 
and snack if you wish. There is a 
short intermission after the first 
three sets have been played.

Come join in the fun and make 
new friends! For more information, 
please call Micki Malsch at 352-615-
2790. Stay safe, be healthy … until 
we meet again.

The last reminders are critical:  
Have fun!  Win!  Good luck!
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David Wesenberg

Concert Chorus

Richard Rosen

Theatre
Group

What an exciting time it has been 
for the Concert Chorus performing 
the “Hooray for Hollywood” con-
cert Saturday, March 26, and Sun-
day, March 27. We are grateful for 
such a loyal and appreciative audi-
ence, fine directors Randy Schmid 
and Peggy Bumatay, and terrific 
support from spouses and friends.

The Concert Chorus is looking 
forward to our fall holiday program 
under the direction of Mike Nagi. 
Rehearsals begin in September. 
When rehearsals start, join us at 
9 a.m. every Tuesday in the Arbor 
Conference Center Music Room. 
Dues are for the club are very rea-
sonable at $15.

The Concert Chorus is open to 
all residents and Indigo East resi-
dents with a Gateway of Services 
pass. Please be sure to bring your 
resident ID card to the first rehears-
al you attend and every rehearsal 
thereafter. 

If you plan to join us, contact 
Mary Ann Majni at flmam68@aol.
com for further information.

As of this publishing date, the 
Theatre Group is putting its final 
touches for its dynamic spring pro-
duction, “The Best of Times,” Sat-
urday, April 2, at 7 p.m. and Sun-
day, April 3, at 3 p.m. For the latest 
information on ticket availability 
and pricing, email Richard at up-
stage111@yahoo.com. 

Following this show, we will go 
on a brief hiatus until early July, as 
we plan our upcoming schedule for 
the 2022-2023 season.  Tentatively, 
the Theatre Group is planning a 
non-musical November program 
of comedic scenes, and a touching 
and humorous one-act play entitled 

“One Sunday Morning.” 
Next spring’s musical produc-

tion will either be another revue of 
theatrical music by famous com-
posers, or a published full length 
musical. 

We are always on the lookout 
for new productive members for 
our wonderful group.  If you have a 
positive attitude, open mind, and a 
respect for the creative process, you 
are most welcome to join us!  New 
membership begins in July.

Anne Merrick

Art Group

I’ve been thinking about choices 
in life and especially in art. With art 
there are numerous choices to be 
made. Years ago, artistic endeavors 
were limited to painting in the style 
of the old masters but as time has 
gone by innovation has become a 
predominant way of life.

People can be competitive, want-
ing to be someone who develops 
the “new thing or style” and what 
was considered art changed and 
grew until almost anything or style 
is okay. This has been achieved 
because of the development of so 
many new materials to play with.

Many of us have a certain style 
that we are comfortable with in our 
own work while others always want 
to try something new and different. 
This makes for some interesting 
and innovative styles. In our group 
we have both kinds of artists, those 
who stick to their preferred style 
and those who are truly innovative.

Photo by Anne Merrick 

Choices.

Some of the choices in supplies 
are oil or acrylic on canvas, paper, 
or board and even things found in 
nature, pastel on different kinds of 
paper or board, watercolor on spe-
cial paper, alcohol ink on yupo pa-
per, photographic paper, glass, tile, 
even regular paper, pencil on all 
kinds of paper, collage and multi-
media concoctions plus marquetry 
using wood veneer. 

Some of us copy from photos 
which we may have taken ourselves 
or pictures from magazines and the 
internet. Others use pictures and 
photos as a guide when compos-
ing their own. The rest use their 
imagination. Some paint for the joy 
of creating while others need a pur-
pose. 

It is always a learning experience 
going to one of the Art Group ses-
sions from 1 to 4 p.m. on Wednes-
days and 9 a.m. to noon on Thurs-
days and Saturdays in the Hobby 
Building Art Room.

We have started going to lunch 
again as a group, once a month, on 
the third Thursday, to get to know 
each other better and hope soon 
to be back to our regular numbers. 
Come and see us and bring your 
work.

GOLF CART REGISTRATION
Bring golf cart, resident ID and insurance 

policy (stating amount of bodily injury). All 
residents in household must be present. 

Resident Services
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday

 No inspections during inclement weather. 
Closes at noon for 30-50 minutes for 

30 minutes of sanitizing.

HANDICAP EQUIPMENT
Handicap equipment is loaned free to 

residents during their convalescent term 
– walkers, crutches, canes or wheelchairs. 
For more information, call the Recreation 

Center at 352-854-8707 x7534.
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Linda Lohr

Rubber Stamp
Greeting Cards

Linda Lohr

Sewing Bees

Nancy Grabowski

The New
Pretenders

More than 30 years ago, a per-
forming group was formed, and 
they called themselves “The New 
Pretenders.”  “New” was added to 
the name, because they replaced 
a group that disbanded earlier and 
to avoid any confusion.  From the 
annals of history, we learned The 
New Pretenders appeared on stage 
in a single line.  Each performer 
stepped forward, completed their 
number, and returned to the fold.

Wow! We have come a long way 
since then!  Now, we do more than 
sway to the music; we’ve added 
choreography.  We’ve added a 
band, costumes, and stage decora-
tions to enhance the show, too.  We 
strive hard to perfect each presen-
tation.  And now we feel that we are 
no longer new; we’ve become sea-
soned veterans.  With that in mind, 
we are considering dropping the 

“new” from our name and simply 
be “The Pretenders.”   Hopefully, 
you agree with this slight alteration.

Our newest season is set for Feb. 
3, 4, and 5, 2023 when we retake the 
stage in the Recreation Center Ball-
room.  Our pre-sold ticket prices 
will remain the same:  $8 for gen-
eral admission and $10 for reserved 
seating.  Tickets will be sold in Jan-
uary 2023.  As a reminder, no tickets 
are sold at the door.

For now, it’s time to meet some 
of The Pretenders.  We begin our in-
troductions with our sweet Jeanne 
Wise.  You see the results of her 

Photo by Lennie Rodoff

Joe Wood, Linda Meyer, Bob Schmitt; band:  Joe Furfaro, Nancy Kibler, Nick Lagattuta.

labor more often than you see shy, 
little Jeanne.  She sets her hand to 
costume creation as well as head-
ing the ushers at our shows.  During 
the show, she assists with costume 
changes.  Jeanne, who grew up 
with brothers in Indiana, led an ac-
tive childhood with dance lessons, 
roller skating and ice skating.  Her 
first job was at a plumbing compa-
ny which she left to raise a family.  
Upon retiring, she moved to On Top 
of the World and we’re glad she did!

Russ Kaye is a practiced veteran 
on the stage and will be performing 
for the first time with The Pretend-
ers since his initial appearances 
were delayed by our hiatus.  Russ 
grew up in Providence, Rhode Is-
land: the home of the famous Hav-
en Brothers Diner, Mr. Potato Head, 
and coffee milk, the official state 
drink.  You might detect a slight 
dialect and an occasional dropped 

“r” when he speaks.  He retired in 
2014 after working many years in 
Cleveland as a county human ser-
vices administrator.  Off stage, Russ 
does some competitive running, ka-
raoke, and acrylic painting.

Nancy Kibler comes to us via 
Ohio where she grew up as a mid-
dle child.  Her ever-present smile 
lights up the band where she excels 
on steel guitar and other rhythm 
instruments.  Nancy loves to travel, 
especially on a cruise.  She sings 
karaoke, hosts fabulous parties and 
pet sits.  When she’s not busy with 
The Pretenders, she volunteers at 
the Ocala Civic Theatre and enter-
taining in nursing homes.  One of 
her greatest joys is being a part of 
the troupe. 

If we’ve sparked your inter-
est, contact any member or Nancy 
Grabowski at 352-209-4699. 

Sadly, the need for our quilt kits 
never diminishes.  We are fortu-
nate to have so many ladies and two 
gentlemen willing to spend time to 
make these comforting quilt kits for 
the children.  

We currently have 31 paid mem-
bers.  If you are interested, we do 
provide all the fabric, thread, and 
batting.  In addition, we have a sup-
ply of machines to use, although 
you can certainly bring your own if 
you wish.

Our mission is to provide comfort 
for the abused, abandoned, and ne-
glected children of Marion County.  
Your donations all year long help us 
to do just that.  Stop by our hive on 
any Thursday in the Hobby Build-
ing Art Room from 12:30 to 3 p.m.  
We would be happy to show you our 
creations made with love for the 
children. You may find our club is 
just what you have been looking for 
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Detail of a donated quilt.
to round out your week.

Please contact Kathy Nardone at 
352-300-3063 or Marsha Schneer at 
813-920-3487 with any questions or 
concerns.

And we thank you for your con-
tributions of fabric, thread, and 
batting.    

Our presenter for Thursday, 
March 3, was Cathy Lewandowski.  
She offered a card with a flip cor-
ner.  This was tricky, but she walked 
us through the cutting step-by-step.  
Great results!  A second card em-
ployed curved dies to add a differ-
ent effect.  The third card would 
be great to use up scrap materials 
to decorate the small squares.  All 
the cards can be modified to suit 
any occasion.  We thank Cathy for 
providing all the dies, stamps, and 
know-how for these wonderful 
cards.

Our group is open to all crafters 
– beginners or those more experi-
enced.  One or two people do a pre-
sentation each month.  The group 
meets the first and third Thursdays 
of the month at 1 p.m. in the Hobby 
Building Event Room. 

Anyone can be a presenter and 
the cards do not have to be fancy or 
complicated.  Our group is based on 
friendship, socializing, and helping 
each other.

For information on any class or 
for general information, contact 
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Three cards presented by Cathy Lewandowski.

Penny at the email below. There are 
basic supplies that are needed, such 
as a trimmer, glue, scissors, and 
card stock.  Everyone in the group 
shares their supplies and everyone 
brings new ideas to the table.  You 
are only limited by your imagina-
tion!

If you feel this might be a class 
you would enjoy, or if you have any 
questions, please contact Penny 
Douphinett at pennydouph@gmail.
com.  We look forward to introduc-
ing new people to our fun craft. Un-
til then, keep on stampin’!
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 Teri Anzalone Penichet

Sunshine Quilters

There’s a saying, “If you want 
something done, ask a busy person 
to do it.” This certainly applies to 
Linda Ward, our featured member 
this month. In addition to having 
served as president, and later sec-
retary, of the Sunshine Quilters, 
Linda is actively involved in many 
other activities in On Top of the 
World.  She says that, although 
she sometimes has to take a break 
when she gets over-scheduled, she 
takes the advice her grandmother 
gave her, to “never stop moving.”

Linda has lived in New York, Il-
linois, and New Jersey. She received 
her degree from Peirce College in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and 
worked as an executive secretary 
while living in Illinois. Linda also 
worked as a paraprofessional in a 
high school, before moving to On 
Top of the World in 2017.

Linda’s interest in quilting was 
cultivated from different events. 
She took a trip to Lancaster, Penn-
sylvania and was left in awe by all 
the beautiful, vibrant quilts she saw 
on display. Later, she went on a bus 
trip with a group of women from 
a quilt guild. Although she did not 
know them prior to the trip, Linda 
found the ladies very welcoming 
and funny, and decided she wanted 
to be a part of their group. Finally, 
after having spent some time sew-
ing her clothing, she discovered 
that she could purchase a dress for 
less than what it cost her to make it; 
and she shifted her stitching efforts 
to quilting.

Her number-one type of quilt-
ing project being “a finished one,” 
Linda has sewn many differently 
themed quilts;, with bee, oriental, 
flamingo, Christmas, batik, mem-
ory, Civil War, mystery, and t-shirt 
varieties among her creations; but 
counts her Americana-styled quilts 
as her favorite. Linda says now that 
she is retired, she plans on making 
comfort quilts for charity until her 
fabric stash is used up (which is not 
very likely to happen!).

Linda sews on Bernina machines 
(her favorite) and has a Tin Lizzie 
DSL that she uses for quilting. She 
admits to being a perfectionist 
when it comes to her sewing, and 
her lovely quilts display her skill in 
piecing and matching corners ex-
actly. As an accomplished quilter, 
Linda will refer to the Missouri Star 
Quilt, Jordan Fabrics, and Midnight 
Quilter websites when she is seek-
ing to expand her knowledge of 
new techniques.

Since 2018, Linda has been an ac-

Photo by Gail Schultz

Linda Ward displays her Americana quilt.

tive member of the Sunshine Quil-
ters.  Her favorite part of our club is 
the members, who are always will-
ing to help each other with project 
difficulties. Linda states, “This is a 
great club that I’m proud to be a 

part of.” We are so happy that she 
is!

The Sunshine Quilters meet each 
Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. in the Hob-
by Building Art Room, as well as 
Wednesdays at 4 p.m. in the same 

place. We welcome new members 
who have an interest in sewing 
quilts and other items. For more in-
formation, please call Gail Schultz 
at 352-304-9159.

BULKY TRASH?
For bulky trash, schedule 

pickup by calling (866) 684-3142.
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Laura Gavey &
Karen Volpe 

Avalon 
Social Group

Carmel Kessler

Williamsburg
Neighbors

Carron Janssen

Friendship
Connection

Michelle Migdal, Kathleen  
Taylor, & Debbie Vitale

Longleaf Ridge  
Friends

Our next event is scheduled for 
Monday, April 11, at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Arbor Conference Center Dance 
Studios. Join us for a night at the 
races! Have dinner, cheer on your 
favorite horse and a wear a hat for 
our “best derby hat” contest. We 
will also be looking for volunteer 
jockeys. Come ready to bet on your 
favorite horse and have some fun. 
Tickets will be on sale through Sat-
urday, April 2. Please see our Face-
book page and emails for all details.

If you are interested in helping 
to plan or in volunteering at our 
monthly events, please contact Kar-
en Volpe at 631- 766-1907. Look for 
up-to-date information at the fol-
lowing locations – email, Facebook 
(Avalon Social Club), or flyers at the 
postal center. If you would like to be 
added to our email list or to verify 
that you are on the list so that you 
can be notified of future events, 
please email your request to ava-
lonsocialclub@gmail.com. Join 
our Facebook group (Avalon Social 
Club). This is a private group, and 
you will be asked for your address 
to verify that you are an Avalon resi-
dent. If you have trouble finding the 
group or getting in, please email to 
the address above and we’ll send 
you the link to the group.

The Williamsburg neighborhood 
tag sale will be Thursday, May 5, 
and Friday, May 6. Only residents 
who registered to participate are 
allowed to sell things. All residents 
are welcome to come out, meet 
your neighbors, and find those 
must have items.

Look for future information 
about a golf cart poker run in May. A 
short version of this fun activity is to 
register your cart for $5. Carts move 
around to seven locations in the 
community to draw a playing card. 
Everyone gathers back to a cen-
tral location. The best poker hand 
wins! The activity culminates with 
everyone enjoying a gathering of 
food and drinks. For further infor-
mation, contact Nancy Meininger 
at nancy@nancymeininger.com.

Becoming a resident of Williams-
burg is unique for each of us. Some 
of us came to be closer to family, 
others on the recommendations of 
friends and some set out on a new 
adventure coming here knowing 
no one. Whatever the case may be, 
we have all settled into a mature 
neighborhood filled with amazing 
people. Following is one example of 
a family brought to join us in Wil-
liamsburg.

In 2007, Brenda Imbesi and her 
husband settled into Friendship 
Colony. Brenda’s daughters, Lisa 
Keuhl and Karen Roscigno visited 
often and became very familiar 
with On Top of the World.  As years 
passed and knowing that retirement 
was just around the corner, Lisa 
and Karen began looking at 55-plus 
communities with the hope that 
Brenda could live part time with 
each daughter. Karen came back to 
On Top of the World and was first to 
find her home on SW 91st Circle last 
summer. Karen’s realtor knew of a 
new listing, also on SW 91st Circle, 
and Lisa and her husband Steve 
purchased it quickly.

Karen and Lisa are still em-
ployed.  Karen writes insurance 
policies. Lisa is a hairdresser. Both 
women spend time in the fitness 
center several times a week. You 
can often find Karen walking laps 
in the pool after work. The sisters 
enjoy dancing at The Town Square 
as well as the wonderful concerts at 
Circle Square Cultural Center. Lisa 
and Karen are very happy to be liv-
ing so close to one another, sharing 
all the varied activities On Top of 
the World has to offer.  Welcome to 
Williamsburg, ladies!

We made it through another win-
ter and spring has arrived! Resi-
dents are beginning to clean out 
their yards and getting ready for 
better weather. Since we live in 
horse country, we also think about 
horse racing and the Kentucky 
Derby! By now, everyone should 
have purchased their tickets for 
our Kentucky Derby-themed event 
Saturday, April 9, in the Recreation 
Center Ballroom from 4 to 6 p.m. 
This fun-filled catered event will 
include our own derby race, along 
with a hat contest and trivia. The 
hat contest will have winners for 
most creative, fanciest, and funni-
est. Entertainment will be provided 
once again by Kathy and Charlie 
Petrosky. Face masks are encour-
aged but not required.

For those who have not felt com-
fortable attending an indoor event, 
our Saturday, June 11, event will be 
a barbecue at the pavilion at the 
Veterans Park. More information 
on this event will be in my next col-
umn.

Friendship Connection is open to 
all residents of Friendship Colony, 
Friendship Park, and Friendship 
Village only. Our events are sched-
uled on the second Saturday of ev-
ery other month, from 4 to 6 p.m.

If you are interested in volunteer-
ing to help plan, set up, clean up, or 
serve please contact Carron Janssen 
at 847-529-6183, visit our website 
at otowfriendshipconnection.com 
or our Facebook page (Friendship 
Connection-OTOW), or email us at 
info@friendshipconnection.com.

The Longleaf Ridge neighbor-
hood continues to grow as our 
friendly neighbors move in and get 
to know each other.  Welcoming 
committees and monthly gather-
ings have already begun! 

Information about the upcom-
ing Hawaiian luau Thursday, April 
28 can be found on our Facebook 
page. Our first day trip to St. Augus-
tine is also coming up this month; 
Longleaf Ridge neighbors who at-
tend will take a private trolley tour 
of this town and have free time to 
stroll in the historic district.  

Neighbors remain active in vari-
ous sports and committees as Long-
leaf Ridge newcomers continue 
to excitedly watch the progress of 
their neighborhood. 

If you are a future or current 
homeowner in Longleaf Ridge, 
we look forward to welcoming 
you to Longleaf Ridge neighbor-
hood.  Please join our private Face-
book page (OTOW Longleaf Ridge 
Friends) and provide your phase 
and lot number/address. Send 
questions via email to otowlonglea-
fridge@gmail.com. 

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST
Receive information about  
Circle Square Commons  

including the Farmers Market, special 
events, entertainment,  

The Ranch Fitness Center & Spa,  
Circle Square Cultural Center,  

Master the Possibilities,  
Mr. B’s Ice Cream Shop,  

Sid’s Coffee Shop & Deli and more!
Sign up at CircleSquareCommons.com 

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST

Sign up to receive emails pertaining to 
news, events and activities happening at 

On Top of the World! 
Visit OTOWInfo.com, click “Join Our 

Email” tab, check  “opt in” and then 
“subscribe” to receive emails. 

®

GOING OUT OF TOWN?
View or download a PDF  

of the World News at  
ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala.

RESIDENT SERVICES
Friendship Commons

8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday
Closes at noon for  

30-50 minutes of sanitizing.
otowservice@otowfl.com

352-236-OTOW (236-6869)

Office will be closed  
Wednesday, April 20, noon to 1 p.m.
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Paul Lewandowski

Model  
Railroaders

Linda Toner

Poetry

Carol Johnson

Poetry

What Will I Do Today?
First coffee … then let me see, will it be exer-

cise class or maybe I will learn to paint on 
glass?

Oh wait, today is golf, maybe I’ll put it off.
There are so many things to do – card 

games, shuffleboard, archery, or fly my 
little plane.

Aerobics or ballet class. 
Horseshoes, bocce, or cornhole.
The library, the pool, and so many more. 
Oh wait, I need to go to the store. 
Golf cart here I come.
Guess I’ll take the garbage when I go.
Enjoy your day at OTOW!

Lovely Spring
The winter is over
And I thank God.
But I think my lawn
Can use some sod.

The sun comes out
But there’s not much rain.
I have to get out
My watering can again.

The buds are forming
On all the trees.
And I think I heard
The buzzing of bees.

The birds are singing
A different song.
As I listen
In the dawn.

The earth is revolving
Closer to the sun.
And we reap the benefits
When all is said and done.

The winter is over
I say with a sigh.
The days are longer
As time goes by.

As I toast spring
With a glass of wine.
I know we’re going 
To be just fine.

Today, military units almost ex-
clusively travel long distance by 
plane. A Boeing 747 can be config-
ured to carry as many as 1,000 peo-
ple in an emergency. An Air Force 
C-5 Galaxy can carry 350 troops. 
Short distances are often covered 
by convoy on major and local high-
ways. There are some U.S. Marine 
Corps units that are assigned to 
landing ships and therefore travel 
by sea. Individual travel may be by 
train, plane, or automobile.

Modern-day railroad passenger 
service is a far cry from earlier days. 
Today, we expect air-conditioned 
cars, plush seats with as much 
room (or more) than first-class air-
line seats, dining rooms on wheels, 
(almost) on-time service, and arriv-
ing in one piece at our destination.

Things were not quite so plush 

Photo by Paul Lewandowski

CAD drawing of a World War II-era troop car.

for our GIs when they had to go 
to war in the 1940s and 1950s. Air 
transports of the day carried 20 to 
50 troops, so there weren’t nearly 
enough planes to carry a full divi-
sion (15,000 troops) across the U.S. 
in a reasonable amount of time. 
The Pullman Company of Chicago, 
Illinois stepped up with a design for 
troop transports that could be eas-
ily made from scratch or converted 
from boxcars.

These troop transport cars were 
designed in 1942 and built from 
1943 to the end of World War II. In 
total, Pullman built approximately 
2,400 of these cars, each of which 
carried 29 troops and one car atten-
dant. That makes the total capacity 
of the cars over 69,000 troops, or 
almost five full divisions – truly a 
massive transportation capability. 
In practice, officers tended to ride 
in regular passenger cars, while en-
listed personnel and non-commis-
sioned officers (sergeants) tended 
to be the ones riding in the troop 
cars.

Most of the cars were declared 
surplus to military requirements 

in 1947 and were sold for scrap or 
other uses (some are still in use as 
railroad right-of-way maintenance 
offices or dormitory cars). Some 
were retained for military use, just 
in case. That case came up after 
June 1950, when our troops were 
needed in Korea. 

One of our club members, Aaron 
Hertz, was a young Marine who 
traveled the U.S. in those cars and 
still has vivid memories of the trav-
els. The cars did their duty once 
again, transporting GIs across the 
U.S. to the West Coast so the Navy 
could transport them to the Far 
East. After Korea, the cars were 
worn out and the rest of them were 
disposed of. 

For information on joining our 
club, call Jim Lynam at 352-861-
2822. Our club schedules run ses-
sions every Friday (except holidays) 
from 2:30 to 4 p.m. in the Hobby 
Building Model Train Room. Club 
business meetings are held the first 
Wednesday of each month (except 
holidays) at 9 a.m. in the Hobby 
Building Event Room. 

GOOD NEWS TO SHARE?
Email otownews@otowfl.com with your 

idea(s). If approved, a World News writer 
will be assigned.

Only good news about the community, a 
club(s) or a resident(s) will be considered.

®

®
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Valerie Ostrom

Crescent Ridge
Happenings

How far would you go to find the most 
experienced cataract surgical institute for your 

eyes?  What if we told you it’s right here?

For more than 50 years, St. Luke’s Cataract 
and Laser Institute has earned a world class 
reputation in cataract treatment.

Cataract Surgeon Kimberly Ireland and Dr. 
Michael Mequio at the Villages community 
are accepting patients at our Sumter Landing 
and Brownwood location.

Life Changing Vision®

Michael Mequio, MD Cataract Surgeon

352-626-1450
2995 Brownwood Blvd., Suite 303

Kimberly Ireland, MD Cataract Surgeon

352-350-8484
1050 Old Camp Rd., Bldg. #230

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT

StLukesAtTheVillages.com

Julie Sloat

Americana
Village

Getting to know our neighbors 
has meant a great deal to us.  Mak-
ing friends is one of the reasons we 
moved to this community. 

We had another successful pot-
luck to celebrate St Patrick›s Day!  
It was a little chilly and windy so 
there were not as many people as 
we hoped but it was not as cool as 
I expected it to be.  We had some 
really good food – shepherd’s pie, 
corned beef sliders, pasta salad, 
meatballs, quiche, deviled eggs 
and dessert – just to name a few.  
We even had festive music playing.  
Linda won our 50/50!

Our next gathering is Sunday, 
April 10, at 3 p.m. at the Veterans 
Park.  Come on out and join your 
neighbors, bring a dish and what 
you would like to drink.  If you are 
in any of the Crescent Ridge neigh-
borhoods, you are invited!  Plates, 
forks, knives, spoons and napkins 
are provided and supported by our 
50/50.  

Photo by Valerie Ostrom

Crescent Ridge Neighbors celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.

Americana 2022’s February 
kickoff event was a huge success! 
We had about 70 residents attend 
for an enjoyable meal and social 
time. Jeff Kehusmaa played enter-
taining music on his instruments. 
Pauline Zober, Frank Trask, and 
Pamela Munton won prizes! Other 
door prizes went to Irma Materson, 
Charlotte Erickson, June Wright, 
Moe Gauthier, Andy Kirk, and Chris 
Fritzsche. 

On Sunday, April 3, an Easter 
event is planned in our gazebo with 
a picnic style meal, egg hunt, and 
Easter bonnet contest! Please bring 
a dish to share (last names begin-
ning with A-I bring an appetizer; 
J-R bring a side dish; and S-Z bring a 
dessert). The cost is $10 per person. 

Americana Village has formed 
several committees. They will pro-
vide assistance, friendly services, 
activities and just plain fun! If you 
are interested, please contact Julie 
or Gloria. Many hands make light 
work. The generous offers of help 

Photo by Gloria Stoecklin

Mary Ciavattini with one of her paintings.

are very appreciated. We truly live 
in a great neighborhood.

Meet Mary Ciavattini! This won-
derful lady has lived in Americana 
Village for 39 years. In fact, she and 
her husband, Pat, bought the first 
villa in all On Top of the World. 
They were originally from Queens, 
New York and moved to On Top of 
the World in 1983. At the time Mr. 
Colen had an office in one of the 
Americana Village townhouses. 
He could often be seen sitting in a 
rocker on the front porch. He, him-
self, took Mary and Pat on his golf 
cart to choose a lot. All she could 
see everywhere was bare land. 

Mary spoke fondly of Mr. Colen, 
chuckling as she recalled him step-
ping on an ant hill and them brush-
ing those little buggers off him. 
Mary said when they first moved 
in there was no pool or Recreation 
Center. There was only one golf 
course. She went out and bought 
all the clubs, clothes, etc. but only 
golfed twice. Mary has been very ac-
tive in the community enjoying line 
dancing, shuffleboard, table tennis, 
painting, cards, cooking, baking, 
and more. She was a member of the 
New York Club (president) and Ital-
ian American Club. Mary is famous 
for her homemade pizzelle cookies. 

When asked what her secret is for 
being so healthy, she quickly re-
plied, “olive oil and garlic!” 

Americana 2022 is open to all 
Americana Village residents only. 
Visit our Facebook page for updates 

and information (OTOW: Ameri-
cana 2022). If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Julie Sloat at 
814-720-5377 or Jsloat60@gmail.
com or Gloria Stoecklin at stoeck2@
gmail.com.
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Sherry Bright

Newcastle Social  
Committee

Laura Thomas

Weybourne 
Landing Neighbors

As we approach Easter, the New-
castle Social Committee thought it 
would be a great idea for us to gath-
er as a group and enjoy a meal to-
gether. We have scheduled a potluck 
for Saturday April 16, at The Lodge 
at Candler Hills. If you haven’t al-
ready signed up, please contact Jeff 
VanDyke (49case@gmail.com).

Looking ahead, be sure to mark 
your calendar for our neighbor-
hood picnic Saturday, June 18.  
More information to come soon!

I met up with a few more pets 
this month that I’d like to tell you 
about.  Razzy is an 18-year-old cat 

Photo by Nan Kellogg

Chrissy of Newcastle.
that lives with Christine and Wolf-
gang.  You’ll almost always find 
Razzy enjoying a nap under her 
owners’ bed.  It has been such a 
favorite sleeping spot that Razzy’s 
bed is permanently kept there.  In 
the real world, Razzy would be a 
spy – she is always secretly check-
ing on things, peeking out the front 
window of the RV, looking for any 
kind of movement in the trees or 
the roads.  Razzy’s superpower is 
x-ray vision.  She can find the tini-
est piece of plastic for her chewing 
pleasure.  

Chrissy is a seven-month-old 
Shih-poo puppy that lives with her 
favorite person, Nan.  Chrissy is an 
active puppy and her favorite thing 
to do is to eat mulch!  Chrissy’s su-
perpower is clearly her cuteness!  
She gets away with many a she-
nanigan because of that sweet face!  
Chrissy would be a magician in real 
life, she has the unique ability of 
making things disappear – all types 
of things:  her own toys, mom’s 
keys, stray socks, etc.  Unfortunate-
ly, Chrissy hasn’t mastered how to 
make these missing items reappear, 
maybe a skill she’ll learn as she 
gets older.  

Don’t forget to contact our “sun-
shine lady” to acknowledge special 
occasions or to send a cheery note.  
To reach the sunshine lady, text/call 
Nancy Monaghan at 352-572-7281 or 
email nancylea55@gmail.com.

Newcastle residents, if you would 
like to be included in our email list 
or to verify that you are on the list, 
please email your request to Sherry 
Bright at 860-287-9232 or Meg Ka-
jewski at 540-272-2247.  For up-to-
date Newcastle news and upcoming 
events, we encourage you to join 
our Facebook group (OTOW New-
castle Neighbors). 

 

We are excited to be able to pro-
vide an update about Weybourne 
Landing! 

We were finally able to hold 
our monthly meet and greet in 
the brand-new pool pavilion Sun-
day, March 6. Organized by Karen 
Goldsmith and her committee, it 
was well attended, and everyone 
enjoyed snacks while meeting and 
mingling with their new and not-so-
new neighbors. 

The next meet and greet will be 
held Sunday, April 3, at 6 p.m. Har-
ry Carlile volunteered to provide 
pulled pork. We are asking that if 
your last name begins with E-G, 
please bring buns; H-I, bring condi-
ments; and J-O a side dish such as 
chips, salads, or your famously se-
cret family side dish.  If you would 
like to help Karen in organizing the 
monthly meet and greet, please 
email her at ksgoldsm@yahoo.com.

The North Loop 4tet enter-
tained the neighborhood with their 

“Spring Forward” driveway con-
cert, Sunday, March 13. The tal-
ented Mike Gerbo (guitar, ukulele, 
and vocals), Jim Cleary (guitar and 
vocals), Janet Voyles (clarinet, key-
board, and vocals), and Jack Reilly 
(bass and vocals), sang before a 
crowd of close to 40. They played 
an eclectic mix and those in atten-
dance at “Wey-Stock 2022” had a 
great time. 

Stay tuned for upcoming activi-
ties and other Weybourne Landing 
news in the coming months.

Photo by Christine Langer

Razzy of Newcastle.

ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala
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Debra Keirn

Candler
Connection

Janice Liberton

Indigo East
Social Committee

The potluck dinner is Tuesday, 
April 26, at 5:30 p.m.  This month’s 
dinner is an “eggsstravaganza” with 
brunch for dinner.  There will be a 
pancake station with various top-
pings.  Please prepare your break-
fast dish for 10 to 15 people.  Resi-
dents with last names beginning 
with A-H should bring a side dish 
(examples: hash browns, fruit sal-
ad); I-P a dessert (examples: coffee 
cake, banana bread, doughnuts); 
and Q-Z a main dish (examples: 
breakfast meat, egg casserole). $1 
cost per person covers eating uten-
sils, plates, napkins, decaffeinated 

coffee, and juices. Please RSVP to 
Deb Keirn by calling or texting to 
814-571-7908 or emailing arthurkip-
deb@verizon.net.  Please label your 
dish with ingredients to help those 
with allergies. 

The next Candler Connection 
event will be the Kentucky Derby 
party Saturday, May 7, from 4:30 
to 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $5 per per-
son.  Please bring your own bever-
age (BYOB) and an appetizer or des-
sert to share.  There will be a photo 
booth and the best derby hat con-
test. Let’s watch the Kentucky Der-
by together and see who picks the 
winner. Prizes will be given to the 
top three winners and to the best 
hat. Music will be provided by Hal 
Dodd.

The ice cream social will take 
place Sunday, June 19.  More in-
formation will follow but put the 

The residents of Indigo East at-
tended a great wine and roses gath-
ering, sponsored by the Indigo 
East Social Committee in February. 
Those in attendance were asked 
to take a bottle of wine to share at 
their table. The committee also had 
wine set up at the main table for 
wine tasting if one wanted to par-
ticipate. Music was provided by our 
very own neighbor, D.J. Frank. Ev-
eryone had a wonderful time. 

The ladies luncheon in Febru-
ary was unique and enjoyed by all 
in attendance. The lunch consisted 
of a baked potato bar with all the 
delicious toppings, and a large cup 
of creamy roasted pepper tomato 
soup. The desserts were plenty and 
delicious. Sharon Gruca and her 
committee of helping hands went 
out of their way to host another 
great luncheon. 

Have you ever wondered about 
the origins of the Easter bunny? 
It started many years ago when 
springtime and the renewal of life 
were celebrated with the goddess of 
dawn and fertility, known as Eostre, 
represented by either a hare or an 
egg. 

The earliest evidence of a some-
what modern-day Easter bunny 
dates to the 1600s, when mentioned 
in German writings. The Oschter 

haws, Easter rabbit/hare, was be-
lieved to lay a nest of colorful eggs 
for children who were good. The 
Easter bunny arrived in America in 
the 1700s by German immigrants 
who settled in Pennsylvania and 
brought their tradition with them. 
Children made nests for the color-
ful eggs and later the nests became 
baskets. 

Eventually, the German custom 
made its way across the entire Unit-
ed States. The fabled rabbit then be-
gan making Easter morning deliv-
eries and expanded into chocolate 
and other types of candy and gifts. 
The nests then became elaborate 
decorated baskets. Also, children 
often left carrots out for the bunny, 
much in the tradition of leaving 
cookies, milk, and a carrot out for 
Santa and his reindeer.

The largest decorated Easter 
egg ever made was 49 feet three 
inches tall and 28 feet seven inches 
in diameter. The egg was created 
by Associação Visite Pomerode in 
Pomerode, Santa Catarina, Brazil, 
on March 9, 2019. The giant deco-
rated Easter egg was created in 48 
days for the festival of Osterfest. The 
largest chocolate rabbit weighed in 

date on your calendar because you 
don’t want to miss this event.  We 
will have vanilla, chocolate, but-
ter pecan, and several other ice 
cream flavors as well as ice cream 
floats.  There will be many toppings 
to choose from as well as the old 
standbys of hot fudge and caramel. 
The price will be between $3 and 
$4 per person, and you can even go 
back for seconds.

Trivia night is Monday, April 18, 
at 5:30 p.m.  at The Lodge at Can-
dler Hills. The cost is $5 per person 
paid at the door, and the money will 
be used for prizes.  Teams of eight 
at a table will compete to be the 
winners.  Good luck to all.

The speaker series chaired by 
Doug Dahlen is at 3 p.m. Wednes-
day, May 18, with Brian MacNeal 
from Florida Crime Prevention. 

Questions regarding the ambas-
sador program should be directed 

to Pat Diaz-Verson at pdv@bell-
south.net.

New residents of Candler Hills, 
please visit candlerconnection.
org and fill out the form to receive 

“The Happenings” by email.  1,550 
Candler Hills residents receive this 
e-publication to learn about events 
and activities.

The Candler Connection Face-
book group has 1,350 members.  
This closed Facebook group is a 
good source of information for resi-
dents.

The next Candler Connection 
board meeting is Tuesday, April 5, 
at 4 p.m.  Any resident of Candler 
Hills is welcome to attend.

Unless otherwise noted, all the 
above events take place at The 
Lodge at Candler Hills.

See you around the neighbor-
hood and at future events.

at 9,359.7 pounds. It was achieved 
by Equipe da Casa do Chocolate at 
Shopping Uberaba, Minas Gerais, 
Brazil, on February 25, 2017. It took 
eight consecutive days with a team 
of nine professionals to sculpture 
the rabbit.

This year, Easter falls on Sunday, 
April 17. Passover begins at sun-

down Friday, April 15 and ends Sat-
urday, April 23. Orthodox Easter is 
Sunday, April 24.

Whatever holiday you celebrate 
this April, embrace your traditions, 
and enjoy it to the fullest. Have a 
great month of April and as usual, 
I’ll see you around the neighbor-
hood.        

RESIDENT ID CARDS
Resident Services
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Monday through Friday
Closes at noon for 30-50 minutes for 

30 minutes of sanitizing.
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FIND IT IN THE ... CLASSIFIEDS!
FOR SALE, WANTED AND LOST/
FOUND ADS: There is no charge 
to residents as long as it is not of a 
business nature. There is a $500 limit 
on FOR SALE items. Items valued 
at more than $500 (i.e. golf carts) 
may be listed, but price will not 
accompany the ad. Auto, apartment, 
financial service, home, legal, real 
estate, and timeshare ads WILL NOT 
be accepted. Ads may be emailed to 
otownews@otowfl.com. 

ESTATE/TAG SALE ADS: There is 
no charge to residents, however, 
residents must register their estate/
tag sale with Resident Services 
at Friendship Commons. Visit 
ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala 
and click on “Resident Info” to 
download the appropriate form for 
your community and submit it to 
Resident Services by the 10th of the 
month prior to publication. 

SERVICE ADS: Will be accepted from 
residents and non-residents and may 
be emailed to otownews@otowfl.
com. For advertising rates, visit 
ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala 
and click on “Advertising Rates.”

AD DEADLINE: Noon on the 12th of 
the month. If the deadline falls on a 
weekend, then it ’s noon on the Friday 
before. For more information, call 352-
387-7466, email otownews@otowfl.
com or visit ontopoftheworldnews.
com/ocala

The publisher reserves the right to 
reject any ad which, in his judgment, 
would not be in the best interest of 
the residents of On Top of the World 
Communities.

For Sale
Appliance: Shark Rotator Pet 
Plus vacuum cleaner (NV255), 
upright, $25/obo. 352-489-
9368.
Art Supplies: Jen-Ken kiln 
(AF30) 15/6, 120-volt, 17a. 
Call/text 818-416-4160. 
Automobile Accessory: Yakima 
HoldUp bike carrier for 2” 
hitch. Call/text 818-416-4160. 
Electronics: 32” Sanyo HDTV, 
LED, $50. 352-207-1552.
Electronics: 42” Vizio (GV42L) 
HDTV. 352-854-0661.
Electronics: Large speakers 
(2), $10 each. Stereophonic 
record player, $40. 352-873-
9616 or 352-873-7604 (8 a.m. 
to noon).
Electronics: Marshall 
(MG30CFX) 30-watt guitar 
amplifier, $90. 352-509-7147.
Exercise Equipment: Schwinn 
150 stationary bike, needs 
a part which controls resis-
tance, $150. Call/text 818-416-
4160. 
Furniture: Bassett round din-
ing room glass table 53” with 
four chairs. 423-313-0333.
Furniture: Dining room table 
with 4 chairs, 59” l x 40” w, 
$200. Sofa, blue print, 7’ long, 
$100. Patio table with 2 chairs, 
ceramic top with with nauti-
cal paintings on corners, 37” 
l x 25” w, $100. Full size bed 
with mattress, box spring & 
frame, $60. 352-207-1552.
Furniture: Walnut waterbed 
frame and base, $150. Call/
text 818-416-4160. 
Misc. Item: Countertop reverse 
osmosis water filtration sys-
tem with ultraviolet light, 
connects to faucet, $50. 352-
207-1552.
Misc. Item: Field & Stream gun 
safe (#1871), 55” h x 29” w, 
fireproof, combination lock, 
$200. Must be able to haul 
away. 561-315-8670.

Musical Instruments: Pearl 
drum sets (2), $250 and $500. 
Keyboard, $175. Conductor 
music stands (2), $15 each. 
352-873-9616 or 352-873-7604 
(8 a.m. to noon).
RV Accessories: Tow bar, large 
door mat with bag, foldable 
bucket with case, portable 
tire pump, folding alumi-
num step, portable shredder, 
space heater, stackable pot 
set, collapsible safety cones, 
picnic table and bench cov-
ers, propane fire ring, 30 amp 
extension cords, TV cables, 
water hose, Lynx levelers, 
extra-long jumper cables, 
solar powered trickle char-
ger, cordless power tool set, 
torque wrench, and much 
more. Call/text 203-415-4188 
or email rawashburn@gmail.
com. 
Sports Equipment: Catrike Vil-
lager recumbent trike, candy 
purple with accessories. Call/
text 352-425-8115. 
Sports Equipment: Compound 
bow and arrows with case, 
small size, $400. Call/text 818-
416-4160.
Tools: Gryphon diamond band 
saw, $150. Call/text 818-416-
4160. 

 Tag Sales
Friday, April 1: 9714 SW 95th 
Loop (Windsor), 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.
Friday, April 1 & Saturday, April 
2: 9179 SW 102nd Circle (Ava-
lon), 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Saturday, April 2: 9257-F SW 
82nd Terrace (Friendship Col-
ony), 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sunday, April 3: 9257-F SW 
82nd Terrace (Friendship Col-
ony), noon to 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 7: 9329 SW 94th 
Loop (Windsor), 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m.
Thursday, April 7 & Friday, April 
8: 9314 SW 91st Court Road 
(Renaissance), 8 a.m. to noon 
• 9100, 9154, 9163, 9235, 
9255, 9270, 9305, 9340, 9374 
SW 91st Court Road (Renais-
sance), 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Friday, April 8: 9329 SW 94th 
Loop (Windsor), 8 a.m. to 
noon. 
Friday, April 8 & Saturday, April 
9: 9413 SW 94th Loop (Wind-
sor), 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. • 9668 
SW 93rd Loop (Providence), 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. • 9078, 9090, 
9115 SW 94th Court (Provi-
dence), 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. • 8296 SW 82nd Circle, 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. • 9129 
SW 93rd Circle (Providence), 
8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. • 8653-D 
SW 95th Lane (Friendship Vil-
lage), 9 a.m. to noon • 9653-A 
SW 85th Terrace (Friendship 
Village), 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Friday, April 22 & Saturday, April 
23: 8886-A SW 95th Street 
(Friendship Village), 8:30 a.m. 
to noon • 8351-D SW 93rd 
Lane (Friendship Village), 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Services
3T’s Lawn Care: Lawn mowing 
schedules, hedges, mulch, 
fall & spring clean-ups, crape 
myrtle trimming. 352-361-
1555. 
Andy Dahms Interior Painting: 
Your local professional paint-
ing contractor. Turn your 
place into a showpiece. Qual-
ity Sherwin-Williams prod-
ucts. References available. 
Free estimates. Call or email 
at 941-730-1381 or andygoo-
deats1@gmail.com.

Appliance, A/C & Heat Repairs: 
Electrical & plumbing. Expe-
rienced and honest. Call Tom 
Parker (resident) anytime at 
352-873-1297.
Bathroom Remodeling: Special-
izing in complete renovations. 
Clean, neat, and professional. 
Call Cove Construction Inc. 
for a free estimate. 352-572-
0508. #CBC057088.
Carpet Re-stretching & Repair: 
Over 40 years’ experience. 
Free estimates. 561-747-4145.
Cat Sitting: Provided by loving 
experienced Cat Nanny. Resi-
dent. 352-854-8589.
Ceramic Tile: All types of in-
stallation and repair. 30+ 
years experience. Lic. & ins. 
References available. Call 
Bob Adkins 352-274-8678.
Computer Help: Arthur Bur-
ditt, 352-875-7878. House 
calls, $40/hour. Tutoring, set-
ups, installations, Windows 
upgrades, PC cleanups, secu-
rity software, internet con-
nections, email access, print-
ers, wireless devices. 
Geller Lawn: Mowing, irriga-
tion, bushes, mulch & much 
more! Starting at $50 per 
month (no contracts). In-
sured. 352-390-7454.
Handyman: Repairing sliding 
glass door rollers/tracks, slid-
ing garage screen doors, win-
dow balances, sliding shower 
doors/guides, doors & lock-
sets, door seals. Installing 
handicap grab bars. One call 
does it all! Steve, S&T Quality 
Services 352-207-8682.
Kitchen Solutions: Reface or re-
place. Custom cabinet shop. 
40 years’ experience. 352-
794-3747.
Laminate & Tile Floor Instal-
lation: Plumbing, electrical 
work, general carpentry, and 
painting. Insured and satis-
faction guaranteed. Resident 
for 12 years. Bill 352-816-5450 
or Tim 980-297-6578.
Laminate & Vinyl Flooring In-
stallation: Interior painting 
and general carpentry also 
available. 30 years’ experi-
ence. 352-425-1046.
Mobile Dog Grooming: Bubbles 
N Biscuits offers professional 
dog grooming services right 
to your door. Contact us at 
352-547-0064. 
Painting & Drywall: Interior 
painting & drywall repair. Ex-
perienced, affordable & pro-
fessional. Insured. Free esti-
mates. References available. 
Visit josephdonofriodrywal-
landpainting.com or call 352-
857-8367.
PAWZ Professional Pet Groom-
ing: Bath & nails starting at 
$20. Nails only starting at $10. 

Vet recommended. All posi-
tive reviews. 352-512-4662. 
Rikki’s Cleaning Service: For all 
your domestic needs--clean-
ing and organizing to errands. 
Call today for a free estimate 
352-509-4488.
Serenity Pet Sitters: 20 years 
experience, ex-vet tech dog 
& cat CPR certified in home 
care. Free consultation! In-
sured. 352-615- 7577 or seren-
itypetsitters.com. 
SunSetter Awnings: Enjoy your 
lanai, birdcage, patio, pool, 
& outdoors with a retractable 
awning. Sun protection. Free 
estimates. 352-351-3642.
Transportation: Appointments, 
errands, doctor’s appoint-
ments, shopping, hair, sur-
gery center, hospital, etc. Di-
ane 352-854-9999 (resident). 
Leave message if necessary.
Transportation: Need car and 
driver? Travel to any airport/
cruise port, as well as any city 
or resort within 600 miles of 
Ocala. Safe, sanitized, secure 
and insured. Call Terry (615) 
513-8240 (resident).
Weed Pulling: Yard work, 
mowing, topsoil for lawn/gar-
den and haul away. Insured. 
352-454-2009.

Wanted
Donations: Dog or cat food 
[SPCA of Marion County 352-
362-0985] • Electric golf carts 
in full working condition for 
use by volunteers for local 
park. [Barbara btsprigg@
gmail.com] • Non-perishable 
food for food bank, empty 
ink/laser cartridges and cards 
for veterans [Anne 843- 504-
0032] • Personal hygiene, 
school/craft supplies & small 
appliances for homeless; pet 
food/supplies for animal shel-
ters; used cell phones, com-
puters & musical instruments 
for troops/veterans; theatri-
cal costumes & props; socks, 
underwear & men’s clothing 
[Donna 352-237-3062] • Yarn 
for VA hospitals, children, 
and newborns [352-843-6519].
HAM Radio Operators: Support 
the Community Emergency 
Response Team in the event 
of a disaster. Please email 
brucetwiss@yahoo.com.
Housekeeper: Reliable female 
wanted for light housekeep-
ing and organizing in Can-
dler Hills. Flexible times. 2-3 
hours per week. Resident 
preferred. Call Anna 305-528-
2353.
Pet Foster Parents: Temporar-
ily open your home to a pet 
in need. Call SPCA of Marion 
County at 352-362-0985. 
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