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Why You Need Homeowner’s Insurance 
As I’m writing this column, we have 

75 more days of hurricane season ahead 
of us and Hurricane Lee is a Category 5 
storm out in the Atlantic Ocean. Thank-
fully it does not appear to be a storm that 
we need to worry about. Then again, 
all giant storms are a worry because of 
their unpredictability. With that said, 
other storms seem to be rolling off the 
coast of Africa. So, don’t let your guard 
down just yet, as October ranks as the 
third-most-active month (behind Sep-
tember and August) for tropical activity 
in the Atlantic Basin, typically produc-
ing about two named storms each year, 
one of which becomes a hurricane. 

I’m looking forward to the end of 
the 2023 storm season and ease into the 
cooler months. Now is a good time to 
take stock of financial matters and risk 
factors in general. The easiest way to 
mitigate a large area of risk is through 
insurance, in this instance I’m referring 
to adequate homeowner’s insurance. 

For On Top of the World (Central) 
Owners, adequate insurance includes 
personal property and on the portion 
of the home not insured by the Asso-
ciation’s master policy. Generally, in 
On Top of the World (Central) Owners, 
property coverage policies are written 
on the interior components of the home 
and on your personal property. Your As-
sociation’s coverage ends at the interior 
finish on your walls. In other words, 
everything from the paint in is yours. 
The tile, carpet, cabinetry, appliances, 
plumbing above the finished floor, air 
conditioning, solar panels and other 
components are also all the responsibil-
ity of the individual owner to insure. It 
is the owner’s obligation to maintain 
or replace these components, and their 
liability when they don’t. Proper insur-
ance coverage will help save you many 
out-of-pocket dollars if or when the un-
expected happens.

While On Top of the World (Central) 
Owners Association takes the lead in the 
recovery and reconstruction process, a 
failure of any owner to carry insurance 
on their contents will inevitably leave a 
significant gap in the final completion 
and ability to reoccupy the home. Be-
sides the complete loss or destruction of 
personal items, like clothing, furniture, 
and personal affects, the owner would 
also be responsible for replacement of 
all flooring, cabinetry, appliances, air 
conditioning components, plumbing 
fixtures, and any owner added struc-
tural additions. Needless to say, this can 
become very expensive, very quickly. In 
the case of negligence by an owner, the 
Association will also attempt to recover 
the insurance deductible cost. Being 
penny wise and pound foolish by “sav-
ing” the nominal cost of insurance, is 
really no savings at all!

Within the On Top of the World (Cen-
tral) Owners Association, the HO6 rider 
covers the insured owner for a portion 
of the deductible the Association main-
tains on its policies. Currently, your asso-
ciation maintains a deductible of $10,000 
per occurrence for property damage 
from any peril such as fire, lightning, 
vandalism, etc., and other than wind 
and named storms. Wind and named 
storms have a separate and much higher 
deductible. Speak with your insurance 
agent to make sure you have coverage in 
place and that it is adequate. 

For Weybourne Landing, Candler 
Hills and Indigo East, it is each individu-
al owner’s responsibility to purchase in-
surance for the structure, contents, and 
liability. These associations do not carry 
coverage on the individual homes. Miti-
gation of financial risk is each owner’s 
obligation under each of the Associa-
tions respective declarations.
Construction Activity
WEYBOURNE LANDING: The dog park is 

in the final stages of completion. Pend-
ing sod installation and establishment, 
we anticipate the dog park will be open-
ing at the end of this month.

LONGLEAF RIDGE: The new clubhouse 
final building plans were approved and 

Veterans Services 
Open House and Much 
More
By Michelle Shideler

It always amazes me when I visit with 
Master the Possibilities students. Many 
times, when walking through our liv-
ing room and lobby, I am stopped by a 
student either on the way to class or en-
joying a treat from Sid’s Coffee Shop & 
Deli. Often, this brief pause in my day is 
filled with feedback from a person who 
is excited and passionate by being in the 
building – our Education Center.

The topic of this visit was about our 
stained-glass classes, and this student 
asked me to follow her to Studio 1 so she 
could show what she was able to create 
in class. The pure joy and excitement 
on her face was priceless when she 
spoke about all her hard work on this 

one piece, and everything she has been 
learning to hone her technical skills. 
She knew exactly where this piece of art 
would be proudly displayed when com-
pleted, and she was already excitedly 
speaking about the next project chal-
lenge on her task list.

I was briefly stopped yesterday about 
course content for our January through 
June 2024 curriculum. This student who 
regularly visits our classrooms gave me 
a run-down of his class transcript for 
the remainder of this year and wanted 
me to be aware that he is waiting with 
anticipation for the new curriculum to 
be released next month. As he smiled 
and walked down the hall for a class that 

was about to start, I stood there a mo-
ment and looked around the room at all 
the visitors in our building. Some were 
heading down the hall with notepad and 
pen in hand, and a few were sitting in 
the lobby area by Sid’s Coffee Shop & 
Deli enjoying a coffee and conversation. 
I remember thinking to myself at that 
moment how amazing of a place this is 
to work.

For those who would like to get caught 
up in the excitement at our Education 
Center, check out our website for a com-
plete list of educational options. This 
month alone, there are more than 215 
classes to choose from, with our special 
event this month being the “Veterans 
Services Available in Marion County” 
open house and presentation by Ken-
neth Puckett on Tuesday, Oct. 17, from 1 
to 4 p.m. at Circle Square Cultural Cen-
ter. There is no cost to attend this pre-
sentation, but registration is required. 
More information is available on page 
49.

Our visiting speaker this month is 
Cathy Salustri, who will be offering two 
lectures on Wednesday, Oct. 18, in Live 
Oak Hall. From 10:30 to 11:30 a.m., the 
topic is “Two Thanksgivings and No Pil-
grims.” In this presentation, she will en-
lighten the audience about the very first 
two Thanksgivings in the “New World,” 
and give insight about them being held 
right here in Florida. Her 1 to 2 p.m. pre-
sentation, “Florida: Then and Now,” will 
include a virtual trip around our great 
state of Florida for a discussion about 
how much it has changed over the past 
century. Cost to attend each event is $8 
for members and $13 for the general 
public.

There is so much to do and experi-
ence at Master the Possibilities. Visit our 
website 24/7 at www.masterthepossibili-
ties.org and get involved in the excite-
ment of learning.

The leaves are falling, the air is crisp, 
and Sholom Park is turning up the au-
tumn fun dial with HAPI Harvest Day 
on Saturday, Oct. 28, from 1 to 4 p.m. 
Brace yourselves for an afternoon burst-
ing with live music, mouthwatering food 
trucks, and an adventure-filled trick-or-
treat extravaganza. It’s the kind of fall 
celebration that dreams are made of, 
right here at Sholom Park!

Enjoy live music with singer-song-
writer Patrick Gibson and his five-piece 
country band. Making music is like 
breathing for Florida native Patrick Gib-
son. He’s been strumming and sing-
ing since the tender age of 12, and he’s 
found his calling in spreading messages 
through melodies. He’s shared the stage 
with a galaxy of award-winning stars, 
including Rhett Akins, Rodney Atkins, 
Lee Brice, John Michael Montgomery, 
John Anderson, and a whole constel-
lation more. His music, recognized far 
and wide, even led to a partnership with 
Nine North Records Nashville. Patrick’s 

HAPI Harvest Day
By Christina Shearer

message of hope, unity, and support 
for those who serve our country has 
resonated across 27 states. Joined by 
his band of musical musicians, they’ve 
rocked stages together for over a decade. 
When they take the spotlight, the chem-
istry is electrifying, and you won’t want 
to miss their sensational show!

It’s officially spooky-season here at 
Sholom Park, and that means Hallow-
een costumes aren’t just for Halloween 
night! So break out your best costume 
and come out to HAPI Harvest Day. Get 
ready for an array of thrilling activities 
at our trick or treat stations hosted by 
local organizations. Ocala Rocks Official 
invites you to paint festive rocks, while 
Fun 4 Ocala Kids promises creative arts 
and crafts. UF/IFAS - Bug Club will in-
troduce you to the mesmerizing world 
of insects, and The Ranch Fitness Cen-
ter & Spa will get you dancing at their 
monster mash dance party. Discover 
bat mythology with the Florida Bat Con-
servancy, enjoy trunk or treat with the 

Marion County Sheriff’s Office, go on an 
adventure hunting for festively painted 
pumpkins throughout Sholom Park, and 
let Mrs. Goose enchant you with fall-
tastic folktales under the Sholom Park 
pergebo. 

Don’t forget the delicious treats from 
our food partners! Eat, drink, and be 
scary at one of our participating food 
trucks. 

Gear up for a costume contest like no 
other, sponsored by Calesa Township. 
We have a lineup of exciting categories 
and fabulous prizes waiting for you. 
From the best overall costume to group, 
family, makeup, prop, funniest, and cut-
est costume, there are numerous chanc-
es to win. Prizes include Visa gift cards, 
restaurant vouchers, and more. It’s time 
to unleash your creativity and showcase 
your best Halloween attire! 

Join us and experience an after-
noon of family-friendly fall festivities 
at Sholom Park! Enjoy live musical en-
tertainment, educational trick-or-treat 
stations, and interactive fall-tastic and 
spooktacular Fun at the Park. There will 
be a $5 event parking fee for onsite park-
ing, including golf carts. For more event 
details, visit sholompark.org or the Sho-
lom Park Facebook page. 

Photo courtesy of Jenny E Photography

HAPI Harvest Day costume contest winners in 2022.

Photo courtesy of Master the Possibilities

Visiting speaker, Cathy Salustri.
Photo courtesy of Master the Possibilities

Kenneth Puckett.
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GOLDEN OLDIES HUMOR

Most ideas won’t work until you do.

 By Stan Goldstein

Colen & Wagoner, P.A.

Is It Legal?

SCAM ALERT #1: I just got a phone call, 
which I know I should not have an-
swered but I did. I said, “Hello?” The 
caller said, “Hello.” I said hello, back. 
The caller said, “Can you hear me?” I 
started laughing. Then, I just hung up. I 
guess these folks find that that one still 
works. Please remember that the scam-
mer wants you to say yes. But, of course, 
the only answer you should provide is to 
hang up.

SCAM ALERT #2: A retired friend of 
mine got a text and also an email from 
some company that promises to make 
paying his utility bills (water/sewer) 
easier. They wanted him to sign up and 
said there would be no cost to him. They 
would take his payment amount by au-
to-debit and pay it for him to the utility 
company. At no cost. Uh huh. No cost. 
You already have a no cost option. Pay 
directly to the utility company. Avoid 
this scam, please.
SCAM ALERT #3: The old scams are still 

around. Here’s one. You buy a home 
and close on it and then you get a very 
official looking letter that says your deed 
was signed and recorded on such and 
such day, etc. Now, though, to protect 
yourself, you need a certified copy of it. 
Sometimes, the letter might just men-
tion that you need a copy. Of course, 
they have a fee for it. No one ever needs 
a certified copy of their deed. You don’t 
even need a copy of it because you will 
have one from the title company or at-
torney who handled the closing. You 
can always go on the clerk of courts 
website and in about, oh, say, four min-
utes searching (or less time if you aren’t 
technologically challenged as I am) you 
can find your deed and print it for free. 
The “you gotta have a certified copy of 
your deed or else” is a scam. Avoid it.

Q. How often should I review my will?
A. Excellent question. Typically, I rec-

ommend that folks look over their wills 
(and trusts, if you have them) at least 
once a year. But here’s what I mean by 
that. You do not need to meet with an at-
torney. What I mean is that you pull it 
out and look at it and if it says just what 
you thought it should say, and it’s what 
you want, then just put it away and don’t 
concern yourself about it. Obviously, if 

either it doesn’t say what you thought 
or if you feel you want to make changes, 
then you should contact your attorney.

And while we’re discussing review-
ing documents, you should also look 
at your durable power of attorney and 
your advance directive. Now, if your du-
rable power of attorney is very old then, 
maybe you should ask your attorney if it 
needs to be updated. Well, suppose your 
will, durable power of attorney and ad-
vance directive were signed by you when 
you were not Florida residents, and/or 
when you resided in some other state. 
Then, you need to think about having an 
appointment with a Florida attorney to 
see what he or she has to say.

Q. Do you believe that the main differ-
ence between a will and a trust is that 
a will means there has to be probate, 
while a trust means there would not be 
any probate?

A. This is a very complex question, and 
I can only touch on it, briefly, in a col-
umn like this. Certainly, probate avoid-
ance is a feature of trusts and many so 
called experts exploit that feature when 
trying to get folks to buy a trust instead 
of a less-expensive estate planning vehi-
cle such as a will. However, in fact, there 
are many differences and that is why es-
tate planning is not a “one-size-fits-all” 
approach. Trusts, when properly drawn, 
are far more complex and cover many 
issues or features that cannot be well-
handled in a will. They are more flexible 
when it comes to wanting to protect ben-
eficiaries from themselves, and a whole 
lot of other issues that can and should 
be discussed with your attorney. On the 
other hand, if you set up your accounts 
in pay on death mode, then a will might 
be the right estate planning vehicle for 
you.

Jerry Colen, Rachel Wagoner, and John Beck are 
law partners at the Law Office of Colen & Wagoner, 
P.A. Jerry Colen and Rachel Wagoner are members of 
the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, and the 
Academy of Florida Elder Law Attorneys. John Beck 
has a degree in finance and master’s degrees in ac-
counting and taxation. The law firm practices in the 
areas of wills, trusts, probate, real estate, elder law, 
business litigation, Medicaid planning and business/
professional advice. This column does not, nor is it 
intended to provide legal advice. You should always 
consult your own attorney for legal advice. The Law 
Office of Colen & Wagoner, P.A. is located at 1756 
North Belcher Road, Clearwater, Florida 33765 and in 
Suite 11 at Circle Square Commons in Ocala, Florida. 
Contact us at 727-545-8114, info@colenwagoner.com 
or visit colenwagoner.com.
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Lizabeth Woodard

Republican Club

The Republican Club held its monthly 
meeting on Friday, Aug. 11. Louanne 
Leonard offered the opening prayer. Ev-
eryone was invited to recite the Pledge 
of Allegiance and sing the National An-
them led by Laura DeAngelo. The club’s 
military veterans were recognized and 
14 new members were acknowledged 
and presented with a pocket Constitu-
tion of the United States. Invited guests 
were introduced: County Commissioner 
Michelle Stone, Sheriff Billy Woods, Sa-
mantha Woods, Florida State Represen-
tative Ryan Chamberlin, Jenny Cham-
berlin, and State Committeewoman 
Kearsten Angel.

The usual monthly agenda was tabled 
in order to give our featured speaker am-
ple time to address the membership. The 
always popular Sheriff Woods expressed 
his pleasure and honor to introduce Kat 
Cammack, U.S. representative for Flori-
da’s 3rd congressional district. She was 
warmly greeted by a full room of enthu-
siastic club members. Congresswoman 
Cammack gave an informal conversa-
tional presentation in which she shared 
her insights and frustrations regarding 
her work in Washington D.C., as well 

Photo by Rocky Pizzarello 

Steve Petty, Charles Dodge and Charlie Calhoun presenting a handmade wooden flag to Congresswoman Kat Cammack. 

as her determination to make positive 
changes for the citizens of Florida. 

At the end of her comments, club 
members Steve Petty, Charles Dodge, 
and Charlie Calhoun presented the con-
gresswoman with a handmade wooden 
flag with an engraved inscription noting 
that the flag was a gift from the On Top 
of the World Republican Club. She was 
visibly overcome with emotion upon the 
presentation and stated that she would 
proudly display it along with other “We 
the People” memorabilia in her Wash-
ington, D.C. office.

Following the featured speaker, Flor-
ida State Representative Ryan Cham-
berlin gave brief remarks. This was his 
first opportunity to address the mem-
bers since his successful election to the 
Florida State House of Representatives, 
District 24. He advised that his focus is 
primarily on education, healthcare, af-
fordable housing, senior protections, 
and veterans’ rights.

The Republican Club meets the sec-
ond Friday of each month at 4:30 p.m. 
(doors open at 4 p.m.) in the Arbor Con-
ference Center Dance Studios I-IV (Oct. 
13, Nov. 10, and no meeting in Decem-
ber). 

For more information regarding the 
Republican Club, please leave a mes-
sage at 518-534-0201; your call will be 
answered as soon as possible. Come 
join the stimulating, positive political 
conversation with like-minded, friendly, 
and patriotic people.



4A October 2023The World News

 Continued from Page 1A

Community News
Kenneth D. Colen - Publisher

this project was submitted to Marion 
County for permitting on Sept. 12. I al-
ways write that I cannot anticipate what 
the county will do, or how long they will 
take to do it in. Past experience leads me 
to believe this project will be in permit-
ting for at least 90 days. The Water Man-

Andrea La Fave

Community Emergency 
Response Team

• Lighting
• Pavers
• Water Features
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Concrete Curbing
• Walls
• Plants/Trees
• Rock/Mulch
• Irrigation
• 3D Design

Ellen Callahan

Freethinkers Club

agement District moves at about the 
same pace, if not slower. It just depends 
what they all have ahead of us.
RECREATION CENTER: The pool is sched-

uled for resurfacing beginning in the 
first quarter of 2024. While we are at it, 
the water quality filtration system will 
be replaced as well. The project, once 
fully mobilized, is anticipated to take 120 
days to complete and return to service. 
In the interim period when the pool is 
out of service, residents are directed to 
use the Arbor Fitness Center pools.

SOFTBALL FIELD: At this writing, the 

score box at the softball field is now 
complete and operational.

INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENT: The inter-
section of 99th Street Road and SW 94th 
Street has undergone a redesign. The in-
tersection will receive both golf cart and 
pedestrian improvements and the in-
tersection will become a four-way stop. 
Recognizing that this area has been of 
concern, we have advanced some of the 
improvements to help bring additional 
attention and focus to the intersection. 
You have likely already noticed the addi-
tion of LED stop signs, which will help to 
increase visibility and are a vital part in 

making these improvements. The next 
step in the process is to select a con-
tractor and begin the construction for 
the cart and pedestrian improvements. 
Following that, a slight realignment and 
new striping will accompany the im-
provements. 

These intersection improvements 
will begin to take shape over the next 
30 days. Message boards will be posted 
to alert residents of the changing traffic 
pattern but do take caution in this area 
as we bring this much needed improve-
ment to completion.

The Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team will be “called up” in our 
next monthly meeting as a drill to evalu-
ate our efficiency in responding to any 
area-wide emergency which could over-
whelm first responders.

We’ll show up at our headquarters 
with our equipment, check in, and be 
sent to do a damage report in our re-
spective neighborhoods.  (We don’t do 
this until the storm has passed.  Safety 
first.)

Some of us will be ham radio opera-
tors, others will use various forms of 
radio communication and cell phones, 
to report damaging or compromising 
situations. In fact, texting is particularly 
handy when phone lines are tied up. So, 
we’ll test our communication/coordina-
tion skills in case some equipment, or 
some people, don’t work as well as ex-
pected.  And this will give us a realistic 
expectation of how long it will take for 
us to cover our neighborhoods.

So, if you see someone in a green and 
yellow “CERT” t-shirt and hard hat bus-
ily taking notes, say “hello.” And think 
about joining us!

The (volunteer) Community Emer-
gency Response Team is about help-
ing you help yourself, your family, and 
your closest neighborhood. Come to a 
meeting to look us over. We meet the 
second Tuesday of each month from 9 
to 11 a.m. in the Arbor Conference Cen-
ter Event Room. Give a call to Debra at 
412-443-2930 to confirm the next date. 
Apply to receive the free training by the 
Marion County Sheriff’s Office at mari-
onso.com/emergency-management-vol-
unteering. They will contact you before 
the next training session.

Community ham radio operators can 
assist us from home by tuning in to Sim-
plex frequency 146.565.  When deployed 
during a disaster event, we need neigh-
borhood reports on building damage, 
blocked roads, medical emergencies, 
and other vital information.  Our des-
ignated command center is the Hobby 
Building Art Room, where ham radio 
operators establish contact with Marion 
County Emergency Management. For 
more information, contact brucetwiss@
yahoo.com.

Freethinkers work to build a more hu-
mane, just, compassionate, and demo-
cratic society using pragmatic ethics, 
based on human reason, experience, 
and reliable knowledge; an ethics that 
judges the consequences of human ac-
tions by the well-being of all life on 
Earth.  Freethinkers follow a philosophy 
that considers the welfare of human-
kind – rather than the welfare of a sup-
posed God or Gods.  

The Freethinkers Club meets biweek-
ly on Sundays, from 1 to 3 p.m. (next 
meeting Sunday, Oct. 15) in the Hobby 
Building Event Room for social time and 
programs.

On Sunday, Aug. 20, member Steve 
Dantzig presented an interesting and en-
lightening talk “Pre-Christian Anti-Sem-
itism” and on Sunday, Sept. 3, member J. 
Ashi Olshan offered “The Greater Realm 
of Possibilities.”  Both presentations re-
ceived positive feedback and resulted in 
interesting small group conversations.  

In addition to welcoming educational 
opportunities, we gather to enjoy social 
time including casual potluck dinners 
in members’ homes and local restau-
rants.  We invite you to join us after the 
meeting Sunday, Oct. 15, as we gather at 
the Hiatus Brewing Company for an Ok-
toberfest Freethinkers dinner meet-up 
(3:30 to 5:30 p.m.).  Please RSVP as space 
is limited.  

For more information, email free-
thinkersotow@gmail.com.  

Petra Schmidt
otownews@otowfl.com

In the News

Each household in On Top of the 
World should receive a complimentary 
copy of the World News home delivered 
every month. On the day of publication 
(see schedule on page 2), home delivery 
begins early in the morning with com-
pletion around 1 p.m. 

If you did not receive home delivery 
by 1 p.m. or you wish to stop delivery, 
please email (do not call) otownews@
otowfl.com with the following informa-
tion:

• Neighborhood name
• House number and street name
On the afternoon of home delivery, a 

copy of the World News may be picked 
up at newspaper racks located through-
out the community: 

• All postal centers
• Resident Services
• New Home Sales Center 
• Recreation Center
• Arbor Fitness Center
• The Club at Candler Hills 
• The Lodge at Candler Hills 
• Candler Hills Community Center 
• Master the Possibilities 
• On Top of the World Real Estate of 

Marion, LLC
• The Landing
• The Ranch Fitness Center & Spa 
• Indigo East Community Center 
• Indigo East Fitness Center 
Visit ontopoftheworldnews.com/oca-

la, to read the World News online or to 
view the publication schedule. 
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Mary Anne Lynum
352-236-OTOW (6869)

Around the World

Oh my gosh, it’s October! This year 
is really fleeting. Halloween is the big-
gie event of this month. However, there 
are World Egg Day, Oct. 14, and United 
Nations Day, Oct. 24. Most of all, it is 
the official start of fall-sweater weather. 
Americans call it fall, Britons call it au-
tumn but long before that, it was called 
harvest because of the “harvest moon.” 
Welcome Back Seasonal Residents

This is the time of year our seasonal 
residents come back to Florida. We’re 
glad you’re back. Please note that if 
your contact information has changed 
or if we need to update your records, 
please contact Resident Services, locat-
ed in Friendship Commons. Your emer-
gency contact list is also very important. 
The form is available online at OTOW-
Info.com > Community Info > Forms. 
Just print it, fill in the information and 
drop it by Resident Services, or scan it 
and email to otowservice@otowfl.com. 
You may also mail it to the address listed 
on the form.
Solicitation 

We are entering the time of year that 
draws solicitation. Vendors/contrac-
tors are especially eager to do business 
with you. There are some bad actors out 
there so verify with Resident Services 
that they are an approved contractor. On 
Top of the World Communities has a rec-
ommended list of contractors who have 
furnished evidence of insurance, work-
ers comp, and licensure, if required. 
Andy’s Landscape Tips

Director of Community Maintenance 
Operations Andy Jorgensen advises, if 
you hire an outside vendor to chemical-
ly treat your lawn, please obtain a “no 
spraying sign” from Resident Services 
and place it on your lawn to avoid poten-
tial damage to your yard by treatment 
from both your vendor and Parkway or 
their sub-contractors. 
Golf Cart Safety

Be mindful of your speed within the 
community – whether driving a golf cart 
or vehicle. Golf carts must adhere to 
the rules of the road – full stop at a stop 
sign, using turn signals, etc. Following 
the rules of the road could save your life! 
Wildlife Reminder

Please do not feed wild animals. That 
sets the expectation of continued food 
sources and could negatively alter their 
behavior.
Resident Services

Resident Services is open from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. However, they are closed daily 
between noon and 1 p.m. The time be-
gins when the last resident assisted be-
fore closing vacates the building as soon 
after noon as possible. 

Resident Services may be reached at 
352- 236-OTOW (6869) or otowservice@
otowfl.com Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., or in person by visit-
ing Suite 500, in Friendship Commons, 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

You may wish to complete your main-
tenance request online versus stopping 
by the office. Visit OTOWInfo.com > 
Maintenance Request and enter your 
request. Be sure to scroll down to enter 
the service you are requesting and click 
submit. 

Resident ID cards and up to two gate 
access controls may be issued per house-
hold. Resident ID cards are updated ev-
ery five years. Additional annual fees 
will apply for more than two occupants.
After Hours Non-Medical Emergencies 

On Top of the World (Central) Own-
ers Association members, please notify 
Resident Services first before contacting 
an outside contractor for repairs such 
as roots in water lines, sewer backups, 
sprinklers damaged by mowers, etc. If 
it is after normal business hours and 
you experience some manner of a non-
medical emergency, we ask that you 
please call (352) 236-OTOW (6869) for 
assistance. Even though Resident Ser-
vices is closed, the number is answered 
24 hours a day and you will be able to 
speak with an after-hours representa-
tive, who, based on the reason for the 
call, will provide direction or dispatch 
an after-hours person.
Golf Cart Registration

From Oct. 2 through 27, we will hold 
the registration in the parking lot near 
SW 80th Street, behind Cypress and Live 
Oak Halls. The calendar delineating how 
and when you will be served is posted on 
page 11 and OTOWInfo.com.
Something to Take with You

“Many of life's failures are people 
who did not realize how close they were 
to success when they gave up.” – Thom-
as A. Edison

FREE
Second Opinion

 On repair/replacement; 
Bid must be presented.

LET OUR FAMILY TAKE CARE OF YOURS

OUR SERVICES:

HVAC System Repair
HVAC System Replacment
HVAC System Maintenance
Duct Cleaning
Indoor Air Quality Solutions

352-629-0075

Family owned & Operate
d.

$150 off
Duct Cleaning

15% off
The maintenance plan for Active Military &
Veterans, First Responders, Teachers, and

Senior Citizens (60+) Excludes Comfort Club. 

All coupons must be presented
at time of service. Cannot be

combined with any other offers.
Not valid on Comfort Club.

Expires 07/31/23
 

FREE
Service Call with Repair

$99.00 value

$250 off
Indoor Air Quality 

Package

Serving Residents of Marion County & surrounding areas for 20 years

New HVAC Systems 
as low as 

$78.00 per month
Available with financing and approved credit 

We offer a variety of options for financing. 

Photo by John Schnur

Dancing jewels practicing for upcoming events.

STREAMING OR
REBROADCASTING

LIMITATIONS

Please be advised that streaming or 
rebroadcasting of any copyrighted video 
content is not permitted at any On Top of the 
World facility without prior authorization 
from On Top of the World management. It 
is unlawful for any movies, videos and/or 
training videos that contain copyrighted 
content to be viewed without the 
appropriate licensing rights. On Top of the 
World is not an authorized streaming host 
and as such is prohibited from downloading, 
streaming, or rebroadcasting copyrighted 
video content. This includes major sporting 
events. Without valid licensing rights for 
downloading, streaming, or rebroadcasting 
at our community facilities severe penalties 
could result in the unlawful viewing of 
copyrighted video content.

 If you would like to view a YouTube.
com video or have questions related to 
streaming or rebroadcasting at community 
facilities, please email shannon_prince@
otowfl.com.

®

OTOWInfo.com
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Bill Shampine

World
Traveler

On a Rhone River cruise through the 
southern part of France this summer, 
Margitta and I enjoyed a few hours ex-
ploring the small village of Les Baux-de-
Provence. The village is located about 
nine miles northeast of Arles, in the 
foothills of the Alpilles mountain range. 
More specifically, the “upper village” 
sits atop a rocky plateau that is about 
800 feet high. Only 22 people live in the 
painstakingly restored “upper village,” 
with about 400 others living in the “low-
er village” at the foot of the plateau. The 
village is considered one of the most 
beautiful villages in France, and hosts 
over 1.5 million visitors per year. 

Because of the ability to see approach-
ing strangers who are miles away and 
the strong defensibility of the plateau, it 
has been inhabited continuously since 
6000 BC. The village got its name from 
the Baux family, who first established a 
fortified town on top of the plateau in the 
10th century. The ruins of the Chateau 
des Baux, still stand today. The last prin-
cess of Baux passed on without an heir 
in 1426, so the family line died out. The 
property then ended up in the hands of 
the Crown. Following a siege, the town 
fell in 1632. The town subsequently lost 
its military role and went into a slow de-
cline. From 3,000 inhabitants in the 13th 
century, the population dropped to only 
400 by the end of the 19th century. 

Photo by Bill Shampine

The Carrières des Lumières with Vincent van Gogh’s “Starry Night” displayed.

The location of Les Baux was advanta-
geous for trading, and as early as the 5th 
century, the area became a major source 

for limestone building blocks. The local 
limestone is noted for its bright white 
color, which was highly prized by build-
ers of the day. Limestone mining there-
fore became the dominant portion of 
the local economy. Eventually, however, 
building materials shifted from natural 
stone to steel and other materials, so the 
limestone mining industry faded away. 

But all was not lost. In 1821, a French 
geologist found a bunch of red rock in 
the area. That red rock turned out to be 
a rich deposit of aluminum ore. The ore 
was named Bauxite (what a surprise) 
and was mined until its exhaustion at 
the end of the 20th century.

In addition to the beautiful village, 

there is an equally famous attraction 
that is a must see. It is called the Carri-
ères des Lumières, which means “quar-
ry of light.” A group purchased a former 
limestone mine and converted it into a 
dynamic art gallery. The company in-
stalled 100 video projectors and a top-of-
the-line sound system inside the mine. 
Then they project images of the artwork 
from world-famous artists, such as van 
Gogh,  Cézanne, Chagall, Vermeer, 
Renoir, and Rembrandt, onto the walls, 
floor, and ceiling of the mine. With more 
than 75,000 square feet of “screen” the 
30-to-40-minute presentation is breath-
taking! You are completely immersed 
into the display as you also become part 
of the screen. It truly is a sight to behold! 

EMERGENCY AFTER-HOURS PHONE NUMBER
352-236-OTOW (236-6869)
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Lori Lund

Active  
Newcomers Club

Happy fall y’all. Our August and Sep-
tember recap includes a “doing donuts” 
meet and greet with a great turnout of 
potential new members for the Active 
Newcomers Club. We had around 100 
people show up to the Veterans Park 
pavilion in August for donuts and morn-
ing beverages of choice. We passed out 
50 new membership applications and 
received back over two thirds of them 
filled out right away. 

Our chili cook-off was held in Septem-
ber with 16 contestants entering their 
chili into one of three categories: spici-
est, vegan, and general. Club provided 
toppings included cheese, onions, corn 
chips, and oyster crackers. Music was 
provided by the R&R Trio. First place 
ribbons were presented to the winners 
of each category along with best overall. 

On Thursday, Sept. 14, the Active 
Newcomers Club was represented at the 
Club Fair in the Recreation Center Ball-
room. A slide show presentation was 
available documenting our events over 
the past year. More membership appli-
cations were made available to people 
who were interested in joining. 

October now brings us to our mem-
bers only Halloween Hootenanny which 
will be Sunday, Oct. 22, from 5:30 to 9 
p.m. in the Recreation Center Ballroom. 
We will have a catered Halloweenie 

hot dog bar with a variety of toppings 
and side items. Beverages can be pur-
chased from The Pub until 8 p.m. There 
will be some happy hour specials avail-
able too. We will also have a DJ playing 
monster mash dance music. The eve-
ning will be topped off with a costume 
contest. Judged costume categories will 
include: best couple, funniest, scariest, 
unique, and best overall. This member 
only evening can be enjoyed for only a 
$10 per person admission fee. Reserva-
tions need to be made in advance by 
mailing or dropping off your check to CJ 
Bedgood, 8912 SW 101st Circle (Avalon), 
Ocala, FL 34481.

Our small groups are also continuing 
to grow and those involved are very en-
thusiastic. Our dinner groups now have 
90 members. Our wine tasting group is 
up to 52 members and our game group is 
up to 44. Our book group is at 19 and our 
bunco group is also going strong. Our 
newest formed small group is the lunch 
group which is already at 51 members. 
Each small group is always ready to wel-
come new members.

Our upcoming activities include our 
Angel Tree service project which pro-
vides Christmas gifts to elementary stu-
dents in need and our annual holiday 
party at the Arbor Conference Center 
Dance Studios on Saturday, Dec. 2. More 
details for both end of year activities will 
be forthcoming soon, so keep an eye on 
our Active Newcomers Club Facebook 
page. If you want to join the Active New-
comers Club so you can enjoy these 
upcoming events, please email us at 
activenewcomersclub@outlook.com for 
membership information. 

Photos by Kathy Reppening 

Active Newcomers enjoying "doing donuts" at the Veterans Park pavilion.
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Valerie Muriel

Weybourne 
Landing

Mark Miller

Democratic Club

Happy October! Welcome all new res-
idents – join us at our upcoming events. 

Please enjoy the pool, music, and games. 
Come on out to the happenings and meet 
some new people while having fun. 
Trivia

Trivia takes place the first Wednesday 
of every month. This event is currently 
at capacity, please call the The Landing 
for availability. 

Ladies Night Out
Ladies, come join us for a night out 

with your girlfriends! Enjoy live enter-
tainment with Cherokee on Wednesday, 
Oct. 11, from 5 to 8 p.m. This is your 
night to cut loose and be fancy-free. 
Bring your favorite drinks, snacks and of 
course, your dancing shoes. This event 
is free to residents and $5 per guest ac-
companied by a resident.
Happy Hour 

Come join us for a night of dancing 
and socializing with your friends and 
neighbors. Happy Hour takes place ev-
ery second Saturday of the month, from 
5 to 8 p.m. in The Landing ballroom. On 
Saturday, Oct. 14, Tim Hargis will pro-
vide the entertainment. His music will 
have you moving and dancing. Bring 
your own beverages and snacks to enjoy. 
This event is free to residents and $5 per 
guest accompanied by a resident. 
New Year’s Eve Celebration*

Celebrate new beginnings with 
friends Sunday, Dec. 31, from 8 p.m. to 
12:30 a.m. in The Landing ballroom. 
Bring your own drinks and snacks. Rock 
Solid will provide the entertainment. 
Tickets go on sale Monday, Oct. 16, at 
8:30 a.m. Tickets are $25 per resident 
and $30 per guest. Seating is limited to 
eight per table. 
Social Hour

It’s time to unwind, sit back and re-
lax with the sounds of Sal & the Gal on 

Sunday, Oct. 22, from 5 to 7 p.m. in the 
ballroom. You may bring your own bev-
erages and snacks. It should be a great 
event and perfect for meeting new peo-
ple. This event is free for residents and 
$5 per guests attending with resident. 
Pool Party Bash*

Can you think of a better way to en-
joy the lovely Florida weather than with 
friends and neighbors at the last sum-
mer pool party bash? The party will take 
place Saturday, Oct. 7, from 1 to 4 p.m. 
We will have live entertainment with 
Fred Campbell. Fresh Plates Creative 
Catering will serve cheeseburgers, hot 
dogs with relish, baked beans, potato 
salad, and strawberry lemonade. Bring 
your beverage of choice in an approved 
container (no glass) and join in the fun! 
The cost per ticket is $16 for residents 
and $18 per guest accompanied by resi-
dent. 
Tag Sale*

This year’s tag sale will be on Satur-
day, Nov. 18, in The Landing ballroom. 
Table registration begins Monday, Oct. 
30, at 8:30 a.m. The cost is $8 per table 
(one per household). Table space is lim-
ited. 

*To register, visit The Landing office. Payment of 
cash, check or credit card is required at the time 
of registration. No refunds will be issued 14 days or 
fewer prior to registered event. Resident ID must be 
presented at all times and when purchasing tickets. 
Guests attending must be accompanied by a Wey-
bourne Landing resident.

The Democratic Club meets on the 
fourth Thursday of the month at the Ar-
bor Conference Center, Dance Studios 
II-IV at 6 p.m. 

Our Thursday, Sept. 28 meeting fea-
tured speaker was Joyce Blake, Demo-
cratic state committeewoman. Her pre-
sentation was a great overview of the 
Florida Democratic Party and how the 
individual groups and clubs work to-
gether. It was a very informative meet-
ing! 

Our Thursday, Oct. 26 meeting will 
feature Jimmy H. Cowan, Jr. He will 
speak to us about the Marion County 
Property Appraiser’s office. We are 
looking forward to a robust discussion 
with Jimmy and a better understanding 
of the property appraisal process. 

Our presenters for the August meet-
ing were a team of staff and previous 
residents of the Ocala Ritz Veterans Vil-
lage. It was a fantastic meeting for us all!

As always, we will be supporting the 
Ocala Ritz Veterans Village with much 
needed donations. Following are the 
most-needed items: pillowcases, twin 
size sheets, twin comforters, 1.7 cu-
bic ft. refrigerators, small microwaves, 
men’s razors, men’s deodorant, sham-
poo, toothpaste, lotions, men’s shav-
ing cream, and toilet paper. Food items 
needed include canned meats, canned 
chili, ramen noodles, mac & cheese, 
microwaveable rice, boxed milk, ce-
real, canned fruit, crackers, individual 
snacks, and coffee. They do not need 
clothing except for shoes. Please bring 
your donated items to our meeting. 

If you can’t come to the meeting, let 
us know and we’ll do our best to get 
your donations to Ocala Ritz Veterans 
Village, or you can drop them off before 
the meeting starts! 

For more information, contact Mark 
Miller at 443-848-8549 or demclubotow@
gmail.com.

Hope to see you at our next meeting! 

Photo by Leslie Miller

Brenda Vazquez-Alvarez, program supervisor, speaking to the Democratic Club in August.

OTOWInfo.com
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Jerra Chitwood
352-387-9508 
thelodge@otowfl.com

The Lodge at  
Candler Hills

Nora Dominguez
352-387-7372

Indigo East

Welcome October! This is a great 
month to get into the swing of all things 
fall like festivities, catching up with re-
turning friends and hopefully enjoying 
some cooler weather. Please join us in 
our planned events this fall season.
Trivia

Put on your “thinking caps,” take the 
challenge and join us for trivia Monday, 
Oct. 2, from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Indigo East 
Community Center. One smartphone 
is needed for each eightplayer team. A 
trophy will be presented to the winning 
teams and then returned the following 
month and awarded to the next winning 
teams. This month, we will celebrate 
with a pizza party at 4 p.m. prior to the 
start of trivia at 5 p.m. 

This is a free event for residents and 
$5 per participating guests accompanied 
by a resident.

August 
1: Brainiacs; 2: Ready Eddie; 3: 84th Loopsters.
Oktoberfest Pool Party* 

What is October without an Oktober-
fest, poolside? We will start the festivi-
ties Wednesday, Oct. 4, from 3 to 6 p.m. 
at the Indigo Fitness Center pool. Fresh 
Plates Creative Catering will serve up 
some German favorites like bratwurst 
on a split bun, German potato salad, tra-
ditional cucumber and dill salad, apple 
or cherry strudels and a special non-
alcoholic drink. Bring your own favorite 
beer if you like. Ticket cost is $18 for res-
idents and $20 per guest accompanied 
by a resident.
New Year’s Eve Party* 

The new year is around the corner. 
This is a good opportunity to celebrate 
the end of the year and the beginning 
of 2024 with family, friends, and neigh-
bors. Ticket sale starts Monday, Oct. 16, 
at 8:30 a.m. Tickets are $25 for resident 

and $30 for non-residents. Dance the 
night away with Tim Hargis. Bring your 
favorite beverage and snacks to this all-
night affair starting at 8 p.m. and end-
ing 12:30 a.m. Tickets are limited so gets 
yours while they last.
Karaoke

Karaoke is the place to be. Come sing 
with us on Thursday, Oct. 19, from 5 to 7 
p.m. at the Indigo East Community Cen-
ter. Bring your singing voice, favorite 
snacks, and drinks. Karaoke is becom-
ing very popular and every time we have 
more and more singers who show more 
and more talent. This is a free event for 
all residents and $5 for a guest accompa-
nied by a resident.
Sassy Ladies Night

Ladies, get ready to dance the night 
away with friends and neighbors on 
Wednesday, Oct. 25, from 5 to 8 p.m. at 
the Indigo East Community Center. Our 
live entertainment is Tony Machicote. 
His music will get you on the dance floor. 
Bring your snacks to share and your fa-
vorite cocktail. This is a free event for 

residents and $5 per guest accompanied 
by a resident.
Happy Hour

Join us for live music and dancing Fri-
days, from 5 to 8 p.m. at the Indigo East 
Community Center or the Indigo East 
Fitness Center pool area (weather per-
mitting). It is a great time to make new 
friends and have fun. Bring your own 
snacks and drinks. This is a free event 
and $5 per guest accompanied by a resi-
dent. Our live entertainment lineup is as 
follows:

• Oct. 6: Dynamic Duo
• Oct. 13: Dan Flock
• Oct. 20: Kurtis Mae
• Oct. 27: Halloween theme with 

Tim Hargis 
*To register, visit the Indigo East Fitness Center of-

fice. Payment is required at the time of registration. 
No refunds will be issued 14 days or fewer prior to 
registered event. Resident IDs must be presented at 
all times when purchasing tickets. Guests must be 
accompanied by a resident.

What a wonderful welcoming! As the 
new coordinator, I have had the oppor-
tunity to meet many of you. Stop by the 
office if you have not already done so 
to say, “hello.” Your ideas, suggestions, 
and participation are important to the 
success of the events and activities. 
Pool Rules

Our pools are open from 8 a.m. to 
dusk at The Lodge at Candler Hills and 
Candler Hills Community Center. A resi-
dent ID is required to enter and exit pool 
gates. Please be sure the gates close be-
hind you. All guests must be accompa-
nied by a resident. No glass is permitted 
at any time in the pool areas. Candler 
Hills Community Center pool does not 
allow the possession, or the consump-
tion of alcoholic beverages not pur-
chased through the facility licensee On 
Top of the World per Florida state laws. 
Oktoberfest*

Did you know that Oktoberfest is an 
annual festival held in Munich, Germa-
ny? The festival originated with a party 
held in honor of a royal marriage on Oct. 
12, 1810. The Lodge at Candler Hills is 

hosting its own Oktoberfest on Tuesday, 
Oct. 10, from 5 to 8 p.m. Entertainment 
will be provided by Die Ocala Musiker. 
The cost is $19 per resident and $21 per 
guest attending with a resident.
Girls Night Out

Girls just want to have fun and you 
will on Thursday, Oct. 12, from 5 to 8 
p.m. Robert France will provide the en-
tertainment. Bring your own beverages, 
snacks, and enjoy dancing with friends 
and neighbors. This event is free for res-
idents and $5 per guest accompanied by 
a resident.
Happy Hour

Don’t worry be happy every third 
Saturday of the month, from 5 to 8 p.m. 
On Saturday, Oct. 21, The BadKitty Band 
will be here for your entertainment. 
Guest fees apply. 
Kocktails & Karaoke

Sing your heart out every fourth 
Thursday of the month. Join us Thurs-
day, Oct. 26, with Charlie and Kathy 
from 5 to 8 p.m. Bring your own bever-
ages, snacks and enjoy singing, dancing 
and clapping with other Candler Hills 
residents. This event is free for residents 
and $5 per guest accompanied by a resi-
dent.
Friendsgiving* 

Enjoy an evening feast with friends 
on Wednesday, Nov. 15, from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Tickets on sale now. 

Winter Cocktail Party*
Sip, sip hurray on Friday, Dec. 1, from 

5 to 8 p.m. Tickets on sale now.
New Year’s Eve Party*

2024 is right around the corner. This 
will be a great opportunity to celebrate 
the end of 2023 and the beginning of 
2024 with friends and neighbors. Ticket 
sales start Monday, Oct. 16, at 8:30 a.m. 
Tickets are $25 for resident and $30 for 
non-residents. Dance all night to the 

Sara Sommer

OneBlood
Bloodmobile

sounds of Rear View Mirror. Bring your 
favorite beverage and snacks to this all-
night affair starting at 8 p.m. and end-
ing 12:30 a.m. Tickets are limited so get 
yours while they last.

*To register, visit The Lodge at Candler Hills office 
Monday through Thursday 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. or Friday 
and Saturday 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sunday 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Payment is required at the time of registration. Resi-
dent IDs must be presented at all events and when 
purchasing tickets. No refunds will be issued 14 days 
or fewer prior to registered event.

The Big Red Bus® was here Friday, 
Sept. 1.  We had 12 whole blood units 
and two double red blood units. That is 
decent for our Friday drive. As essential 
persons, donors have great powers.

The next blood drive will be Mon-
day, Oct. 2.   The Big Red Bus® will be 
parked at the Recreation Center parking 
lot from 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Be sure to 
eat a good meal and drink lots of water 
before and after donating.  Please bring 
a picture ID. Mark your calendar. Let’s 
see if we can top the previous amount of 
donations.

Walk-ins are always welcome, but you 
can make an appointment. The sched-
ule is online about two weeks before the 
drive. Simply log on to OneBlood.org/
donate and look for the On Top of the 
World drive.  Pick your time and you are 
all set. Appointments are usually taken 
first to try to keep on schedule.  You will 
be sent a confirmation by email as well 
as a reminder when the time comes.

There is no substitute for human 
blood. Only you can make a difference.  
Please give.

I hope you took the time to attend the 
Club Fair. OneBlood had a table. As al-
ways, we are glad to say hello.

See you on the bus.

LEASH LAW 
Dogs must be on a leash at all times.
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Lizabeth Woodard

Republican Club
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Shannon Prince
352-854-8707 ext. 7530 
shannon_prince@otowfl.com

Recreation Center

It’s October and with that maybe a re-
prieve from the hot weather as we tran-
sition into fall. Join us Saturday, Oct. 21, 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. for the Craft Fair, 
at Circle Square Cultural Center. The 
event will host 100 craft vendors who 
will be selling handmade items inside 
and outside. Music will be provided by 
Fred Campbell on The Town Square and 
Kona Ice will be in the parking lot for a 
cool treat. Stop by and shop for unique 
items made by some very talented craft-
ers. 
New Year’s Eve Celebration*

Starting Monday, Oct. 16, at 8:30 a.m. 
New Year’s Eve Celebration tickets are 
on sale! Dance to the music of Cross-
fire from 8 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. Enjoy a 
pasta dinner with your choice of meat 
and sauce, Caesar salad, breadsticks, 
tea, coffee, lemonade, and cheesecake 
with strawberry topping for dessert. 
Ring in 2024 with a complimentary glass 
of champagne and the glass is yours to 
keep! Tickets are $50 for residents and 
$55 for guests. Space is limited, so sign 
up as soon as you can!
Line Dance Classes*

This is your last chance to register for 
Monday line dance! Line dance is a fun 
way to enjoy music, mental and physical 
activity all in one. It will make your feet 
smile. Registration is available now. No 
new registrations for the classes will be 
accepted after mid-October for the line 
dance season (September through June). 
A description of each is class is below. 
ABSOLUTE BEGINNER (NOON TO 1 P.M.): 

This is an introduction to line dance. Ba-
sic line dance steps and simple step pat-
terns are used at this level. 
BEGINNER LEVEL II/IMPROVER (1:15 TO 

2:15 P.M.): Dance experience is required. 
Knowledge of basic line dance steps and 
combinations is necessary. Includes low 
impact movement to different rhythms, 
tempo, and step combinations. New 
step patterns are taught as needed. Cur-
rent popular dances taught at this level. 
BEGINNER LEVEL I (2:30 TO 3:30 P.M.): 

A complete season in Absolute Begin-

ner is required with familiarity of basic 
line dance steps. Dancers have acquired 
some experience. Easy dances with 
some different step patterns are intro-
duced at this level. 

Absolute Beginner Newcomer (3:45 to 
4:45 p.m.) is available from September 
through December. This class will be 
combined with the Absolute Beginner 
class starting in January 2024. 

The cost is $20 for two months of 
Monday classes. (Refunds will no longer 
be available for line dance passes.) Line 
dance passes include practice session 
on Wednesdays. For more information, 
please contact Darlene Miller at darmill-
er222@gmail.com.
Ballroom Dance Classes*

Classes are available to the absolute 
beginner. The class will include step 
descriptions for leader and follower, in-
cluding correct characteristic of dance 
with an emphasis on lead and follow 
skills and lots of practice to music. This 
three-week class is held on the second, 
third and fourth Wednesday of each 
month in the Recreation Center Ball-
room, from 12:30 to 2 p.m. Cost is $30 per 
resident, per three-week class. Dances 
featured are October–Foxtrot; Novem-
ber–Cha-Cha; and December–Waltz. 
Tropic Trivia*

Our next Tropic Trivia night is Thurs-
day, Oct. 5. Get a team together if you 
haven’t already and don’t miss out on 
a great night with lots of mind-boggling 
questions. You must provide a list of your 
team players’ names at time of sign-up. 

Trivia is held the first Thursday of ev-
ery month from 4 to 6 p.m. in the Recre-
ation Center Ballroom, and the cost is $5 
per resident and $7 per guest attending 
with resident. Please note that bever-
ages, water bottles, and/or cups are not 
permitted. 
Karaoke

Kathy and Charlie Petrosky will DJ ka-
raoke on Thursday, Oct. 12, from 5 to 8 
p.m. in the Recreation Center Ballroom. 
Come join the fun! You are sure to have 
a great time singing and listening to oth-
ers share their voice. This is free for resi-
dents and $5 per guest attending with a 
resident.
Social Hour

Relax, dance and visit with friends 
and neighbors on Thursday, Oct. 19, 
from 4 to 6 p.m. in the Recreation Cen-
ter Ballroom. Listen to the music played 
by Paul DeRitter. A cash bar and hors 

d’oeuvres will be provided (while sup-
plies last). This is a free event for resi-
dents. Guest fees of $5 apply to all guests 
attending with a resident. 
Pool Pavilion Happy Hour

The Pool Pavilion Happy Hour at the 
Recreation Center is from 1 to 4 p.m. 
every Friday. Should inclement weather 
be predicted, the outdoor entertainment 
will be cancelled. The entertainment 
lineup is as follows:

• Oct. 6: Mike and Cathy Gallen-
berger

• Oct. 13: Tim Hargis
• Oct. 20: Dave & Kenny
• Oct. 27: Palomino Blonde
Please note that no outside beverages 

of any kind will be permitted at the Rec-
reation Center veranda, pool, or pool 
pavilion. 
Happy Hour

Join us for Happy Hour every Friday 
from 5 to 8 p.m. in the Recreation Center 
Ballroom. A cash bar is always standing 
by for your beverage needs. Enjoy the 
music, dancing, and The Pub. Resident 
IDs will be required for entry into Happy 
Hour and anyone not producing a resi-
dent ID will be considered a guest. Guest 
fees are $5 per person. Children under 
the age of 15 will not be permitted into 
Happy Hour. Please note that no outside 
beverages of any kind will be allowed. 
The entertainment lineup is as follows:

• Oct. 6: Kathleen Kane
• Oct. 13: TDK Band
• Oct. 20: One Flite Up
• Oct. 27: Groove 41

Stay in the Know
Additional event/trip details are avail-

able at OTOWInfo.com > Activity Info > 
Virtual Bulletin Board (or scan the QR 
code above) or pick up a printed flyer at 
the Recreation Center. Please also refer 
to the monthly event calendar (home 
delivered with every issue of the World 
News). 

*To register, visit the Recreation Center office be-
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Payment is 
required at the time of registration. No refunds will 
be issued 14 days or fewer prior to registered event. 
Resident IDs must be presented at all times and when 
purchasing tickets. Guests must be accompanied by 
a resident. 

EMERGENCY AFTER-HOURS PHONE 
NUMBER

352-236-OTOW (236-6869)
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A CONVERSATION 
ABOUT CONSERVATION
A CONVERSATION 
ABOUT CONSERVATION

Join us for a Conversation about Conservation as conservation photographer Carlton Ward Jr. shares
the story about photographing the first female Florida panther documented north of the
Caloosahatchee River since 1973. Carlton’s quest to photograph the elusive and endangered Florida
Panther was documented in the “Path of the Panther,” an award-winning documentary film produced
by Leonardo DiCaprio. 

“I want everyone who sees the film to have tremendous pride in the state of Florida and know about the
Florida Wildlife Corridor and the importance of it for the state’s future,” said Carlton “That’s why our
team spent so many years focusing on the Florida panther. It’s a symbol of the need for protecting the
corridor.” 

The Florida Wildlife Corridor is an existing, nearly contiguous network of land that stretches from the
Panhandle to the Florida Keys over about 18 million acres. Nearly 10 million acres has been conserved as
public lands and as private lands that are protected with a conservation easement, but about half of
the corridor is at risk of being developed. 

About 40% of Marion County is included as part of the Florida Wildlife Corridor. The Ocala National
Forest at over 430,000 acres in Marion County, is one of the largest pieces of the Florida Wildlife Corridor
puzzle. The goal is to connect additional conservation lands such as the Marjorie Harris Carr Cross
Florida Greenway and Silver Springs State Park by protecting private land with conservation easements.
A portion of the Farmland Preservation Area in northwest Marion County is also part of the Florida
Wildlife Corridor.
 
Two of the key partner organizations working to protect the Florida Wildlife Corridor will also be
speaking at the 2023 Conservation Summit. Mallory Lykes Dimmitt is the CEO of the Florida Wildlife
Corridor Foundation, which champions a collaborative campaign to connect, protect, and restore the
Florida Wildlife Corridor. Traci Deen is the President and CEO of Conservation Florida, a statewide land
conservancy focused on protecting natural and agricultural landscapes with a primary focus on saving
land within the Florida Wildlife Corridor. 

Ocala Breeder’s Sales 
1701 SW 60th Avenue 
Ocala, FL 34474 

EVENT INFO:EVENT INFO:
info@horsefarmsforever.com

859-553-5510

$40.00 per Ticket

5:00 pm - 7:00 pm EST

November 16, 2023

Scan me!

H O R S E  F A R M S  F O R E V E R ,  I N C ®  P R E S E N T S

With National Geographic Explorer and
Conservation Photographer CarltonWard Jr. 

WWW.HORSEFARMSFOREVER.COM/EVENT/CONSERVATION-SUMMIT-2023/
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Where the amenities are endless!

By Linda Monaco

By Jim Di Paolo

On Thursday, Oct. 26, the birders will 
take a short trip to visit two birding sites 
in Ocala, the Ocala Wetland Recharge 
Park and Tuscawilla Park. The recharge 

Photo by Tom Murray

Red-headed woodpecker.

Carol Himes opened the meeting by 
reviewing the Moonstruck Astronomy 
Club’s financial report.

Jim Di Paolo, club president, told an-
other one of his time travel jokes and 
played a video clip from a comedy show 
that guest starred American astrophysi-
cist Neil deGrasse Tyson. Members were 
informed that the club’s current ros-
ter is at 83, two more than the previous 
month.

Jim reminded members about the 
next upcoming NASA online webinar 
featuring Dr. Michael Kirk. Part of his 
talk will include information on the two 
upcoming solar eclipses that will take 
place in the U.S. Some areas in the coun-
try will be treated to an annular eclipse 

Photo courtesy of NASA/SDO/helioviewer.org 

Solar flare.

Star Struck
on Oct. 14, and a total solar eclipse on 
April 8, 2024.

Larry Isenberg, club vice president, 
offered up a presentation titled “Every-
one Loves Pluto,” informing members 
that Clyde Tombaugh discovered Pluto 
in the year 1930. He also explained why 
Pluto was no longer regarded as a plan-
et, but instead it is now a dwarf planet 
that lies in the Kuiper Belt, an area full 
of icy bodies and other dwarf planets out 
past the planet Neptune.

Jim’s first presentation was about our 
local star, the Sun, explaining that it is a 
huge ball of hydrogen and helium, held 
together by its own gravity. He also in-
formed the club that the Sun will be ap-
proaching a maximum in sunspot activ-

ity in the year 2025. This year on March 
24, a large coronal mass ejection hit the 
Earth without warning and triggered the 
most powerful geomagnetic storm in 
more than six years, causing outstand-
ing auroras.

Jim presented the latest news on In-
dia’s first Moon landing on the rough 
terrain at its south pole. He explained 
that the region’s ice could supply fuel, 
oxygen and drinking water for future 
missions. The last topic covered by Jim 
was an update on the amazing discover-
ies and images made by the James Webb 
Space Telescope, which orbits the Sun 
around one million miles away from 
Earth.

Club members are reminded to watch 
for emails announcing more evening 
observation sessions in the coming 
weeks and months. Sessions will be an-
nounced on any day that weather con-
ditions allow for an open sky and club 

members are willing to set up their tele-
scopes to share observations. Members 
are welcome to arrive and stay if they 
wish throughout the evenings. All ses-
sions are held adjacent to the R/C flying 
field.

Regular meetings of the Moonstruck 
Astronomy Club are on the second 
Thursday of every month from 1:30 to 3 
p.m. in the Hobby Building Event Room. 
All residents and Gateway of Services 
pass holders can join the club, and new 
members are welcome! Yearly club dues 
are only $20 per year, and they include 
a subscription to the quarterly Reflector 
Magazine. 

For information or club registration, 
please contact club President Jim Di 
Paolo at moonastroclub@gmail.com. 
More information is always available at 
moonstruckastronomyclub.org.

For the Love of Birds park is a 60-acre wetland ecosystem 
near Lillian Bryant Park that was de-
veloped by the City of Ocala to im-
prove water quality and boost the re-
gion’s underground water supplies. 
The park consists of ponds, board-
walks, paved walking trails, exhibits 
and overlooks for wildlife viewing. 
The recharge park is located at 2105 
NW 21st Street and is open from sun-
rise to sunset. There is no fee for park 
entry.

Our second destination is Tus-
cawilla Park which is a free city park 
located at 829 NE Sanchez Avenue 
near the downtown square. The park 
features a small water feature with a 
paved walking trail around it. Both of 
our birding sites on this trip usually 
present visitors with an array of wa-
ter birds including herons, egrets, an-
hinga, cormorant, coots, gallinules, 
ducks and occasionally wood storks, 
and pelicans. Bald eagles, ibis, owls, 
and several varieties of woodpeckers 
can also be seen at both locations.

If you would like to join the group 
for this trip to the Ocala Wetland Re-
charge Park and Tuscawilla Park on 
Thursday, Oct. 26th, please contact 
Margitta Claterbos at mclaterbos@
gmail.com. We will meet in the park-
ing lot of Friendship Center just out-
side the SW 99th Street gate for On 
Top of the World at 7:15 a.m. We will 
carpool and park the remaining ve-
hicles near Bank OZK but not in front 
of the bank. Before we leave the park-
ing area printed driving directions 
will be distributed for both destina-
tions. Our lunch restaurant will be 
The Depot on Magnolia located at 533 
NE First Avenue close to Tuscawilla 
Park. Both birding sites and the res-
taurant are about 30 minutes from 
On Top of the World. Wear comfort-
able shoes and bring your binocu-
lars, sunscreen, water, camera, and 
bug spray. We hope you can join us 
on this birding adventure.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION,
CALL BUDDY at (865) 936-1737

SECURITY ON PREMISES.  PLENTY OF PARKING AVAILABLE. NO LINES, NO WAITING.

PresentsPresents

We Pay MORE Because We Can!We Pay MORE Because We Can!

BV ESTATE BUYERSBV ESTATE BUYERS

NATIVE AMERICAN NATIVE AMERICAN 
JEWELRYJEWELRY

CERTIFIED COINSCERTIFIED COINS

CLASS RINGSCLASS RINGS

PAPER MONEYPAPER MONEY

ANTIQUE JEWELRYANTIQUE JEWELRY

DIAMONDS DIAMONDS 

COINSCOINS

THE PREMIER ESTATE BUYING EVENT!

ADDITIONAL ITEMS OF INTEREST:
■■ Cars ■■ Class Rings ■■ Old Paper Money ■■ David Web Jewelry ■■ All Coins, Silver Dollars
■■ Atmos Clocks ■■ Dental Gold ■■ Platinum Items ■■ John Hardy Jewelry  Pre-1965 Dimes,
■■ All Sterling Items ■■ Fraternal Jewelry ■■ Pocket Watches ■■ Old Fountain Pens Quarters, & Halves

Premium for ■■ Art Deco Jewelry ■■ Indian Jewelry ■■ Franklin Mint Sterling  • Rare Coins
• Georg Jensen ■■ Charm Bracelets ■■ Tiffany Items ■■ Large Size Bills: • PCGS Certified Coins
• Cartier & More ■■ Masonic Jewelry ■■ Railroad Watches  $500, $1,000, $5,000,  • NGC Certified Coins

& $10,000 Notes • ANACS Certified Coins

WRIST & POCKET WATCHESWRIST & POCKET WATCHES

BUYING ALL GOLD JEWELRYBUYING ALL GOLD JEWELRY

3 DAYS ONLY!3 DAYS ONLY!
Monday, Oct. 9, Tuesday, Oct. 10, Monday, Oct. 9, Tuesday, Oct. 10, 

& Wednesday, Oct. 11, 2023& Wednesday, Oct. 11, 2023

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL BUDDY AT 865-936-1737
SECURITY ON PREMISES · FREE PARKING · NO LINES OR WAITING

TownePlace Suites by Marriott
 (Behind Cody’s Original Roadhouse) 

8125 SW Hwy 200, Ocala, FL 34481

10 AM - 4 PM
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Melanie Vittitow

SPCA of  
Marion County

This is a reminder for those interest-
ed in learning more about what we do. 
We meet on the third Thursday of the 
month at 1 p.m. at the Friendship Bap-
tist Church, 9510 SW 105th Street, Ocala, 
Florida 34481. For a specific question, 
you can call us at 352-362-0985. We col-
lect donations at the Circle Square Com-
mons Farmers Market or at 8880-C SW 
94th Street (Friendship).

Our pet of the month is Bentley. He’s 
a great little two-year-old, 25-pound 
pup that was surrendered to us. He is 
very friendly with both dogs and people 
(don’t know about cats). Since he’s still 
a young dog, he’s very playful. He’s 
non-aggressive and doesn’t bark. Since 
he has been at our foster’s house, he has 
learned to walk on a leash and is house-
broken. He’s crate-trained but loves the 
couch. He has a skin allergy but is im-
proving. He is up to date on shots and 
neutered, so he is just waiting for the 
right person to find him. Call 352-362-
0985 if you want to meet him.

I know that I usually talk about dogs, 
but I realize that we have a lot of cat 
owners here in On Top of the World and 
we know that they are devoted to their 
pets. Part of the reason cats are so loved 
is their quirkiness. So, if you have a cat 
or are considering getting one, here are 
four common quirks that you can expect 
to see.

Kneading: Some people see this ac-
tion as a hold-over from nursing. This 
is a normal behavior and means that 
the cat is comfortable in its surround-
ings. Along the same line as kneading is 
rubbing their side on something. They 
are claiming that as their property with 

Photo by Dawn Case

Bentley.

their scent. You should be honored if 
you are the chosen object.

Walking in Circles: Usually cats walk 
around their owner’s legs when they are 
happy to see them. But it can also be a 
sign of ear infections or vestibular dis-
ease so if it doesn’t appear to be out of 
excitement, it might be time to consult a 
veterinarian. 

Hunting: We know how cats love to 
play with toy mice and such, but their 
hunting mode might kick in when they 
see a small movement. That’s why balls 
are so popular and why many owners 
buy those “birds” on a pole to give their 
kitty some quality hunting time.

Staring at blank walls: Cats have a 
wider peripheral vision than humans so 
they may be staring at something that 
we don’t notice, or they may remember 
seeing something there before and are 
looking for that. Hopefully they are not 
hearing something in the wall!

These and other quirks are part of 
what makes cats such enjoyable pets.

Until next month remember, “Pets 
are not our whole lives, but they make 
our lives whole.”

Gail Morris

Lions Club

This is the time of year we begin to 
welcome back our part time residents. 
We are so glad to have them return. We 
miss our club members while they are 
away visiting with friends and family. 
Welcome back!

Our Lions Club was honored in Au-
gust at our Lion District 35-L cabinet 
meeting, where we were presented with 
a new award, a traveling annual trophy 
for the largest increase in membership. 
We are the first club to be honored with 
this award and will proudly display our 
trophy every meeting until next July 
when the counting of new members 
for the Lions’ year 2023-24 will honor 
another club. Maybe we will be able to 
keep it from traveling. Our Past District 
Governor and Membership Chair Estelle 
Michelson made this award possible.

Also, at the district meeting our mem-
bership chair, Estelle, received the presi-
dent’s certificate of appreciation honor-
ing her for the individual sponsoring the 
most new members in this past Lions’ 
year. This award is the fourth highest 
award in international Lionism. Now, 
that is not all. Estelle made it a three-
some award when her name was drawn 
at the end of the meeting from among 
those Lions who had sponsored a new 
member this past Lions year for a cash 
prize. Way to go Estelle, spreading Lion-
ism within our community.

Hurricane Idalia at the end of August 
kept us all on alert and then busy as our 
club, just as so many in our district, gath-
ered supplies for those communities hit 
by Idalia. Communities in the Big Bend 
area of Florida including Cedar Key, 
Steinhatchee and Perry, just to name a 
few, needed our assistance. We gathered 
supplies as they requested, and we were 
able to send funds to the Lions Club in 
Cedar Key for some immediate relief. 

Photo by Steve McPheeters

Past District Governor and President Ken Vaudo, Past District Governor Estelle Michelson, Lion Joy McPheeters, and Past District 
Governor Charlie Largent. 

Our fundraising committee is already 
meeting and making plans for this years’ 
fundraiser. Last year’s casino night was 
a success and so many who attended 
asked if we would do it again, so we took 
their advice. Keep an eye out for the an-
nouncement of our casino night. Plans 
are underway and once the dates are re-
served, we will get the tickets printed. 

Our members are active participants, 
which helps our club continue its suc-
cess. We are always looking for new 
members and our membership chair, 
Lion Estelle Michelson at 352-861-7358 
will be happy to answer any questions. 

Our meetings are the second and 
fourth Tuesday of each month in the Ar-
bor Conference Center Event Room at 5 
p.m. 
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Mary Lamp

Travel Toppers

Reservations for Travel Toppers trips/
events can be made Mondays through 
Fridays, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. with the 
coordinators listed for each event.  Res-
ervations can be made for only two peo-
ple at a time and guests will go on a wait 
list. As this club is a resident club, the 
board wants to give the opportunity to 
attend first to our own residents and if 
there is availability, guests from the wait 
list will be asked if they are still interest-
ed in attending the trip.

To update our trips to the Suncoast 
Broadway Dinner Theater, Sharon Stet-
son (207-838-3776) is taking names for 
a wait list only for the Saturday, Dec. 16 
performance of “White Christmas.” Be-
ginning Oct. 9, Diane Knox (352-390-
2386) will take reservations (two tickets 
maximum)  for “Beautiful Carol King” 
for a Jan. 20, 2024 performance.  The 
price is $94 per person, check only, and 
includes dinner, show, transportation, 
and driver tip.

Other productions, the date we have 
booked, the date a Travel Toppers coor-
dinator can begin taking reservations, 
and their telephone number follow: 

“Cats” – April 6, 2024 (Jan. 8, 2024, Mar-
ilyn Wilson, 828-699-7587); and “South 
Pacific” – May 12, 2024 (Feb. 5, 2024, Lisa 
Adams, (407-325-9863).

The Broadway show of Moulin Rouge 
at the Straz Theater in Tampa will be 

seen at a 2 p.m. performance on Feb. 
8, 2024.  Linda Hein (352-861-9880) 
can begin taking reservations Oct. 16, 
2023.  The cost is $114 per person.

Cirque Du Soleil’s production of “Ba-
zaar” will be seen at a 1 p.m. show on 
March 3, 2024, under the Big Top in St. 
Petersburg.  The cost is $108 per person 
and reservations can be made with Lisa 
Adams (407-325-9863) beginning Mon-
day, Nov. 13.

Gail Ambrose (954-614-0898) will be-
gin taking reservations Jan. 8, 2024, to 
go to the Tampa Downs on March 16, 
2024.  The price has yet to be deter-
mined.

A Mount Dora boat cruise on Lake 
Dora and the Dora Canal will take place 
April 27, 2024.  The price is $68 per per-
son.  Diane Knox (352-390-2386) will be-
gin taking reservations Feb. 5, 2024.

Our Father’s Day St. Johns River 
cruise will happen June 16, 2024.  The 
cost will be $98 per person.  Call Al-
lan Rickards (352-216-0528) beginning 
March 4, 2024 for reservations.

All these trips include the event, trans-
portation, and tip for the driver.  Only 
two tickets may be reserved and paid for 
by check only. Any guests you may want 
to invite will be placed on a wait list.  All 
tickets are non-refundable unless there 
is a wait list.

Trips sponsored by Travel Toppers 
Tours are open only to residents and 
Gateway of Services pass holders.  Any 
non-resident who participates must be a 
guest of a resident club member.  

Please visit  traveltopperstours.
com for up-to-date information about 
our current trips/tours. 

Judy Parisi

Rhode Island
Group

Any “Swifties” out there? That is, any 
fans of Taylor Swift? 

In her album Folklore she sings about 
the “last great American dynasty.” It is 
a song about Swift’s home High Watch 
that had once been called Holiday 
House, located in Watch Hill, Rhode Is-
land. It is one of the most expensive pri-
vate homes in Rhode Island with a pur-
chase price of $17.75 million in 2013. 

The house had been owned by Re-
bekah Harkness, an oil heiress, who 
owned the property for over 30 years un-
til 1982. Rebekah was known for glamor-
ous parties that included notables such 
as Salvador Dali. The reference to the 

“last great American dynasty” refers 
to Harkness. Her husband, Bill, was an 
heir to the Standard Oil fortune. Hark-
ness was born in 1915 the daughter of 
a wealthy St. Louis stockbroker Allen 
Tarwater West and his wife Rebekah. 
West co-founded G.H. Walker & Co. with 
George Herbert Walker, grandfather, 
and great-grandfather of the Bush presi-
dents. 

The Harkness family summered at 
Watch Hill. 

In 1947, Rebekah married Standard 
Oil heir William Hale Harkness, a sec-
ond marriage for both. The Harkness 
family was known for its philanthropy, 
donating Harkness Tower at Yale, Hark-
ness Commons at Harvard, and Hark-
ness Pavilion at New York Hospital.

Photo by Judy Parisi 

Taylor Swift’s home – High Watch.

In 1957, Harkness passed away at 
Holiday House while sitting for a sculp-
ture Rebekah was working on. Rebekah 
spent much of the monies she was left 
trying to buy her way into the dance 
world, including starting her own bal-
let company. She also invested in real 
estate. She expanded Holiday House to 
include eight kitchens, 42 rooms and 21 
baths. 

She had a tragic relationship with her 
children and many personal struggles. 
It is the tragedies with which Harkness 
dealt that formed the basis for Taylor 
Swift’s song, “the last great American 
dynasty.” You can Google the lyrics of 
the song as well as watch the music vid-
eo. It is an interesting insight into one 
of Rhode Island’s unique and eccentric 
socialites. 

Taylor Swift and the State of Rhode 
Island had some issues, one due to her 
wanting to rebuild the seawall on her 
property. Some complained it impeded 
public access and that it would impact 
a popular surfing spot. She prevailed in 
this endeavor. Then, the former Gov-
ernor Gina Raimondo proposed a tax 
on second homes worth over a million 
dollars that became known as the “Tay-
lor Swift tax.” This proposal by the for-
mer governor was withdrawn as it was 
viewed as taking away from future tour-
ism and investment in the state. 

The Rhode Island Group meets for 
lunch periodically to reminisce and 
share stories of our time in Rhode Is-
land. If you lived, worked, studied, or 
served in Rhode Island or are family to 
someone who did, you are welcome to 
join us. If you are not on our email list, 
send your contact information to judith.
parisi@gmail.com. 
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Kathy Cornell

Texas Connection  
Social Club

Beth Green

Southern Club

The Southern Club started our new 
season on September 5th. There weren’t 
a lot of people there, but we were able to 
have a much needed business meeting. 
We are basically a social club and usu-
ally have very little business to discuss, 
but we had postponed our elections un-
til now and we certainly needed to know 
who our fearless leaders would be. The 
current board members graciously vol-
unteered to serve again. This will be 
their last year as regulated by our By-
laws. Speaking of By-laws, that was our 
other piece of important business to ad-
dress. They had not been updated for 
at least 10 years and were sorely out of 
date with our current practices. So they 
were amended to include our current 

“Tales of Texans” was our September 
meeting activity. This is kind of a “have 
you ever” type game where each table is 
a team and scores points based on the 
experiences of the players. The winning 
group this year was the “Hold My Beer 
and Watch This” team of Steve and Pau-
la Wadsworth, Joe and Judy Marquis and 
Mike and Linda Vokoun.

It wasn’t a surprise to find all teams 
scoring a point for dancing at a club 
and getting a bonus point for it being in 
a honky-tonk.  With so many dancers, 
all scored for being in a music or dance 

video posted online though none got the 
bonus for a million views.  All scored 
for eating at the Big Texan Steak Ranch, 
but none got bonus points for taking the 
72-ounce steak eating challenge.  

Two teams got points for being in 
a magic or hypnosis act though they 
couldn’t get the bonus for the magi-
cian sawing them in half or the hypno-
tist making them do animal noises.  The 
only question that didn’t score for a 
single team was “Have you ever partici-
pated in a hot sauce eating contest?”  So 
of course, they couldn’t get the bonus 
point for having done that and not need-
ing medical attention.  Maybe the bonus 
question reveals the reason!

September and October are the 
months Germany celebrates Oktober-
fest. Germans started settling in Texas 
in 1830 and by 1990 those Texans who 

claimed pure or partial German ances-
try accounted for 17.5% of the Texas 
population. Oktoberfest is celebrated by 
Texan Germans and others in more than 
two dozen cities in Texas. 

We’ll have our own version this 
month on Sunday, Oct. 8, in the Arbor 
Conference Center Dance Studios I-II 
starting at 6 p.m. The club will provide 
the meal for our members. Guests are 
asked to pay $5 per person. We must 
have a headcount and the deadline is 
Sunday, Oct. 1.  Bring your own bever-
age of choice.  German beer or wine 
would make the perfect complement for 
your meal! 

There will be oompah-pah music to 
set the mood and we have some very 
cute photo booth cardboard cut-outs for 
our “Kodak moments.”  We’ll probably 
have a little Oktoberfest and Texan-Ger-

man trivia and of course, we’ll have our 
usual 50/50 drawing. Please bring small 
bills if participating in the drawing.

If you have a connection to Texas by 
having spent time there even if it was 
just for vacation, military training, com-
petitions, professional meetings, etc., 
please consider joining us.  If you have 
family there, we welcome you too. Those 
of us who were born and raised there or 
were there for work, college or military 
service will happily share our Texas ex-
periences, culture, and customs. We 
strive to have a Texas element or theme 
to our activities but in a way that anyone 
can feel comfortable participating.

For more information about our 
meeting or about the club contact Kathy 
Cornell at 352-300-3729, 352-562-2801 
or kcornell54@cfl.rr.com.

 

day and time of meeting and to explain 
who could join our club, which includes 
any resident of On Top Of the World. 
You don’t have to be a Southerner, just 
someone who wants to enjoy our south-
ern delights of food, fun and fellowship!

For those who don’t know, we meet 
on the first Tuesday of the month from 
September through May. As I stated, all 
residents of OTOW and gateway pass 
holders are welcome. Our dues are $10/
member per year. If you haven’t been 
before, you will need to show your resi-
dent ID card. We start with our dinner 
at 5:30, so we ask everyone to get there 
a few minutes early to check in and get 
their drinks before we start calling ta-
bles to come get some of our great food. 
We don’t assign types of food to bring 
but we always end up with a great assort-
ment of salads, veggies, meat, casseroles 
and of course, dessert!. After dinner, we 
usually have some entertainment but 
occasionally enjoy a game or challenge. 
We close with our short business meet-

ing and a 50/50 drawing for those who 
feel lucky.

For our October meeting (on October 
3) the Dancing Jewels will entertain us 
with more of their new routines. We 
try to schedule them once a year as we 
always enjoy their lively performance. 
They tailor their dances, and costumes, 
to the season and often perform at the 
Town Square for patriotic events and 
Halloween.

I hope you checked out our table at 
the Club Fair and decide to join us as 
a guest or to join our fun group. If you 
have any question, you can call me at 
352-615-8997. Hope to see y’all there.

Phil Karcheski

Eco Gardeners

September was a very difficult month 
for the Eco Gardeners; when it was not 
too hot it was downpouring. Those gar-
deners who did start cleaning out their 
gardens or preparing them for planting 
as soon as temperatures get cooler did 
so early morning or later in the evening.

The Eco Gardeners are raising African 
basil. They are a magnet to our friends 
– the bees – that, in turn, pollinate our 
plants and increase production.

Transplanting suggestions for Octo-
ber are arugula, beets, broccoli, Brus-
sels sprouts, cabbage, cauliflower, col-
lards, endive, lettuce, strawberries, and 
Swiss chard.

From seeds try carrots, onions (bul-
bing, bunching), radishes and turnips.

The Eco Gardeners Club had a Sep-
tember meeting with a guest speaker 
from the UF/IFAS Extension. The exten-
sion has 11 agents who do educational 
programming based on the research 
from the University of Florida. There are 
also volunteers trained in many types of 
gardening and a wealth of information 
regarding insects and diseases of veg-
etables and flower gardens. They have 
both online and in person training, fur-
nish soil sample packets that are sent to 
the university in Gainesville for analysis 
that can determine pH, type soil, avail-
able nutrients, and recommendations 
as to what needs to be added for a most 
productive crop.

The number for the UF/IFAS Exten-
sion Master Gardeners is 352-456-8013. 
If I cannot identify an insect or other 
problem, they can often help on the 
phone and/or give you a phone number 
to send a picture to for more help. Their 
office is located at 2232 NE Jacksonville 
Road next to the Livestock Pavilion. If 
you sign up online, they will send you 
seasonal planting tips information on 
events seminars and more.

To sign up, visit edis.ifas.ufl.edu.

HANDICAP EQUIPMENT
Handicap equipment is loaned free to residents 

during their convalescent term – walkers, 
crutches, canes or wheelchairs. For more 

information, call the  
Recreation Center at 352-854-8707 x7534.

TRASH COMPACTOR FULL?
Please take trash to another location. Do not 

place trash outside of trash compactor.
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David Wesenberg

Scandinavian
American Club

Bruce Kanner

The Jewish Club

Jeanne Bennett-Bailey

Silver Rainbow  
Club

The Jewish Club welcomed 18 new 
members at its September bagels and 
lox brunch. That is significant as 18 
translates to “chai” in Hebrew which 
in English means “to life.” The irony is 
the club grew by the equivalent of “to 
life.” The growth and the popularity of 
the club’s recent events bring to mind 
a movie phrase from Chief Brody in the 
movie “Jaws,” “You’re gonna need a 
bigger boat.”

Club members brunched on bagels, 
lox and the familiar accoutrements at 
the Sunday, Sept. 10, meeting held at 
The Lodge at Candler Hills. The annual 
brunch featured bagels from Brooklyn 
Water Bagel in The Villages, along with 
cream cheese, lox, tomato, lettuce, on-
ion, and luscious desserts including 
brownies, which were a chocolate lov-
er’s delight.

After a short business meeting, the 
monthly moment in time highlighted 
the Jewish High Holidays and each of 
the 103 members in attendance was able 
to dip apple slices in honey, a holiday 
tradition.

Members donated 312 pounds of non-

Photo by Mark Frankel

The Jewish Club had more than 100 members for bagels and lox at its September meeting.

perishable food and $200 in cash for 
Interfaith Emergency Services (IES) of 
Marion County. Jewish Club members 
had donated more than 200 pounds of 
food and cash to IES in 2021 and 2022 re-
spectively and continued that tradition 
again in 2023. Donations will be accept-
ed again at the Sunday, Oct. 15 meeting.

The annual brunch came on the heels 
of two recent max capacity events held 
by the club. The first was the club’s piz-
za and pool party in July, and then the 
August lunch bunch, the largest lunch 
bunch of the year, at Golden Spoon Din-
er.

The next club meeting is Sunday, Oct. 
15, at 12:30 p.m. at The Lodge at Candler 
Hills. The club’s own Shelley Kline will 
give advice on home maintenance proj-
ects we can and should do on our own. 
Prospective members are welcome.

Club members do not have to be Jew-
ish to belong to the Jewish Club. The 
club promotes understanding and re-
spect for Jewish people and their histo-
ry, customs, and culture through social 
and educational activities. Annual dues 
are $18 per person. The Jewish Club is a 
reciprocal club meaning it holds meet-
ings in both The Lodge at Candler Hills 
and the Arbor Conference Center. 

For more information about the Jew-
ish Club or for membership inquiries, 
please contact Gail Levine at 954-881-
4010 or gl4010@gmail.com.

The Scandinavian American Club be-
gins another season of fellowship, con-
versation and learning about our Scan-
dinavian American brothers and sisters. 

My wife is reading a series of books 
about Swedes who immigrated to Min-
nesota. The stories of these immigrants 
are fascinating as they left their farms 
and towns for a better life in the United 
States.

In our meetings, those kinds of peo-
ple are everywhere, talking about their 
experiences, their hopes, their success-
es, and their failures with each other. 
Are you at least in part Scandinavian? Or 

are you just interested in the Scandina-
vian contributions to American society? 
What a great opportunity to hear and 
see from those who have experienced 
that immigration experience.

At our next meeting Thommy Ilm-
rud and Lauri Blanc will be presenting 
a program about their visit to Sweden 
this summer. These are the kinds of pre-
sentations that really make our club fun. 
Come have fun with us.

The Scandinavian American Club 
meets in the Arbor Conference Dance 
Studios III-IV every fourth Tuesday of 
the month from 1 to 3 p.m. Our next 
meeting is Oct. 26. 

Every meeting involves a meal, pre-
sentation, and a chance to share stories 
and observations with your fellow Scan-
dinavian Americans. Our club is a great 
place to enjoy fun, fellowship, and un-
usually good Scandinavian food. Join us. 
We love to share the fun.

For more information, contact Arlene 
Chilcott at 352-304-8779.

We are a welcoming and affirming 
group open to all. We are LGBTQ+ allies 
providing a space to gather, socialize, 
and enjoy each other’s company. We 
meet the third Wednesday of each month 
from 2 to 4 p.m. From July through De-

cember, we will be meeting at the Arbor 
Conference Center. Our annual club fee 
is $10 per person. 

We have a monthly bowling outing on 
the third Friday of each month. We also 
have a monthly lunch outing at local res-
taurants. Please see our website for all 
the details.

To get the latest information about all 
our events, please visit SilverRainbow-
Club.com, and our Facebook page (Sil-
ver Rainbow Club).

We hope to see you soon!

ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala
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Nancy Meininger

Michigan Club

Autumn in Michigan is showtime! Al-
though we know it is the staging for the 
crisp white snowy wonderland that fol-
lows, it is hard not to savor the spectacu-
lar works of nature’s art. Whether you 
are standing atop a dune, overlooking 
Lake Michigan as cloud formations ex-
press the dark angry storm rolling in or 
awakening to sunlight filtering through 
the forest’s coat of leaves of many col-
ors, the scenes are incredible. It’s no 
wonder visitors, like pilgrims, trek each 
year along the color trails to see na-
ture’s amazing show which never fails 
to impress. 

Besides color, Michigan’s fall means 
flavor, from the crisp ripe apples invit-
ing us to hop on wagons rolling through 
the orchards to pick or sip a cup of hot 
or cold pressed cider with a warm cin-
namon donut in hand. Those are memo-
ries that stick.  

Autumn also brings football Satur-
days, when we bundle up with scarves 
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Michigan’s coat of many colors. 

and down jackets so we can sit in the 
stands and watch our favorite teams 
perform. Blue and gold or green and 
white, the action on the field is why we 
go. Close your eyes and you can hear 
the fight songs and visualize the march-
ing bands and cheerleaders, too! It’s all 
there, imbedded in our Michigan heri-
tage. 

This year, Michigan Club kicks off a 
great new season with an Oktoberfest, 
Sunday, Oct. 1. We will eat fried chick-
en and sides and listen to the sounds of 
Andy Cheyne and his M22 band, our On 
Top of the World favorite! What a treat! 

Sunday, Nov. 5 we meet again at 5 
p.m. Remember it is daylight saving 
time Sunday. Fall back!  See you at the 
Arbor Conference Center Dance Studios 
I-III for pie day – your favorite recipe 
welcomed. Feel free to bring any pie you 
enjoy, from pizza pie, pot pie, cracker 
pie, crawfish pie, rhubarb pie, apple, 
pumpkin, berry, brandy alexander or 
key lime! If your name begins with A-L 
bring a main dish pie, from M-R a veg-
etable pie, and from S to Z a dessert pie. 
Also remember to bring your own place 
settings and what you want to drink, al-
coholic or not is okay. 

This is also joke day. Bring a favorite 

Lacinda Hobbs

Pennsylvania  
Club

Linda Lohr

R/C LadyBirds

The Pennsylvania Club welcomed its 
members back for their first meeting of 
the season in September. It was good to 
see familiar faces and catch up on our 
summer activities. 

Our next meeting will be on Wednes-
day, Oct. 11, at 5 p.m. in the Arbor Con-
ference Center Dance Studios III-IV. 
After dinner, guest speaker Lt. Ryan Rob-
bins, watch commander, Southwest Dis-
trict commander, Marion County Sher-
iff’s Office will be speaking about crime 
data, crime trends, crime safety and pre-
vention.

Come to a meeting to check us out and 
share your Pennsylvania connection! 

Our first meeting of the 2023-2024 sea-
son was held Friday, Sept. 8. It was great 
to meet up with all our club members 
and catch up with all our friends!

Dues were taken and plans were made 
to have adventures, lunches, and guest 
speakers.

Our next meeting will be Friday, Oct. 
13, at 10 a.m. in the Arbor Conference 
Center Event Room. We look forward to 
greeting new members!

Our club is open to all wives and sig-
nificant others of the R/C Flyers. We will 
meet, for the 2023-2024 season, the sec-
ond Friday of each month, September 
through May, at 10 a.m. in the Arbor 
Conference Center Event Room. Please 
come, bring your choice of beverage, 
and join us! Our dues are $10 per year. 
We are working on setting up adven-
tures and guests for the coming year!

joke to share with the group. We will 
choose two to three from each table.  

Nancy Meininger is asking for six 
volunteers to assist this year on a new 
hospitality committee to keep Michigan 
Club moving forward. Responsibilities 
will include helping her arrange meet-
ings and entertainment based on mem-
ber interests. Michigan Club members 
have always been there to help. This is 
one more way we can improve our club. 

Please sign up when you come into the 
meeting.  

Our December meeting is very special 
this year. It is a blended Christmas party 
Dec. 22 with the New York/New Jersey 
Club. There will be great food and mu-
sic, too. More information will follow. 
Stay tuned! 

For more on Michigan Club, contact 
Nancy Meininger, at 352-554-0757 by 
phone or text.  

LOST OR FOUND A PET?
Call the SPCA of Marion County   

hotline at 352-362-0985.
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Sandi Dickerson

SWANS

Single Women’s Active Network-
ing System (SWANS) was established 
about 18 years ago for active single 
women to socialize, establish friend-
ships, and be supportive to other single 
women in their time of need. We sup-
port many non-profit agencies. We are 
a diverse group of women of different 
ages, different backgrounds, differ-
ent likes, and dislikes, from different 
parts of the world, but we do have the 
same future journey of being single.    
Our social gatherings are appetizers, 
lunch-in and dinner-in which take place 
in our homes. We also have breakfast, 
brunch, lunch, and dinner out. We only 
have two membership meetings a year 
and do not collect dues. Our meetings 
are necessary to establish groups for 
our in-home events, to have volunteers 
to sign up as hosts for our breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner outings, to meet old 
friends, make new friends, to plan our 
mini-vacations and cruises, other trips, 
etc.  Membership forms must be turned 
in at these meetings, so we have a true 
count of members. If we do not receive 
these forms, names are deleted from the 
master list. We welcome new members 
at any time of the year. 

Our most recent meeting was on Sat-
urday, Sept. 9. We had many old mem-
bers who attended to hear about all 
our new activities. There were approxi-
mately 25 women who attended looking 
to become new members! We welcome 
them all and hope that they take advan-
tage of our networking system!

The September mini vacation to Day-
tona Beach was a great success! The 
women who went thoroughly enjoyed 
the laid-back lifestyle of Daytona! They 
went to most of the popular restaurants 
and attractions! They go again in No-
vember so if you are interested, call Lois 
Nix! 

Many of us are going to the Interna-
tional Balloon Fiesta in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico in October. We can’t wait 
for this exciting trip! We are really look-
ing forward to our stops along the way to 
and from Albuquerque.

During the month of September, we 
had dinner at Elevation 89, lunch at 
Ayuttaya, and breakfast at Mama B’s. 
We also enjoyed brunch at Stone Creek 
Grille. These events were thoroughly 
enjoyable. The company and the food 
were equally very good! We are still 
limiting these outings because most of 
the restaurants do not have the serv-
ers to handle our larger groups. So, we 
have two groups of 15 each month to 
the same place. A big “thank you” to our 
hosts during September: Sally Pisano, 
C.J. Daane, Sally Herrick, Lois Nix, and 
Jean Duda. We cannot do these outings 
without our volunteer hostesses! 

Please remember that you may join 
the SWANS at any time! We always wel-
come new members and ideas! If you 
are interested in joining us, please con-
tact Lois Nix for more information.

Chris Kilbride

Computer Club

Every Saturday at 9 a.m. the Comput-
er Club meets for an hour through our 
weekly online Zoom meetings. We dis-
cuss Windows and Apple issues regard-
ing software and hardware. Our otow-
computerclub.org website will give lots 
of great information about our group.

My hard drive crashed (or computer 
stolen), all my files and photos are gone! 
Did you have a backup? Your computer 
files are only as safe and secure as your 
time and effort put into backing them 
up. Whether for a Windows or Apple 
Mac based computer, each has their 
own similar but different process to fol-
low to save your precious files. Start by 
purchasing an external hard drive. Why 
not buy two, a backup for the backup! 

Apple has its own backup program 
built in called Time Machine. Look on 
the apple.com website for directions. 

When connecting to an external hard 
drive, the Time Machine program will 
save incremental backups of changes 
to your files or even your entire system. 
Purchasing regular spinning drives used 
for versioned backups like Time Ma-
chine, should be at least twice the size of 
the internal drive, even bigger is better.

The other method for both Windows 
and Apple Mac is to choose to clone 
your hard drive. A high-quality solid-
state drive (SSD) for clone use can be 
the same size as the internal drive. This 
backup will take many hours initially, 
but it will produce an exact copy of your 
entire system and all its files, which can 
be used for migration to another com-
puter, backup, or recovery of a crashed 
or stolen computer. Search for “best 
hard disk cloning software” for direc-
tions on the process and specify either 
Windows or Mac.

Once you have done the initial clon-
ing of your computer hard drive, set a 
weekly calendar date and clone it again. 
This time it will only take a few min-
utes to update all the files that recently 
changed. Properly disconnect your hard 

drive after cloning and store it securely 
somewhere else. Keeping the external 
drive in a different location instead of 
permanently connected to the comput-
er, eliminates the chance of a lightning 
strike or ransom attempt from wiping 
out your computer and its backup at the 
same time. If you had set up any pass-
word to this external drive, be sure to 
include the password in your important 
papers for your family or executor to 
have access to your data when closing 
your estate.

Residents are welcome to join our 
club, with $10 individual yearly dues 
or $15 per couple. The Contact page on 
otowcomputerclub.org will get you in 
touch with us. 

Each Thursday from 9 to 10 a.m., 
members enjoy in-person help sessions 
in the Hobby Building or online one-
on-one instruction, discussing their 
Windows or Apple computer, smart-
phone, or tablet issues. On our website, 
members may list any computer-related 
hardware for sale or to give away. 

We keep the meeting fun and offer 
suggestions and possible solutions to 
help our members.

EVENTS/ACTIVITIES
Events and activities that take place behind 
the gates of On Top of the World are for 

residents and Gateway of Services  
passholders only.

®
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Ron Niebo

Genealogical
Society

Catherine White

Active  
Singles Club

The Active Singles Club continues 
to stay busy. Members hiked the Land 
Bridge Trailhead in August. The return 
trail had us passing stunning live oak 
trees. Lunch at Sonny’s BBQ completed 
another enjoyable morning. 

The first Saturday at the Appleton 
Museum of Art was well attended in 
September. After viewing a film screen-
ing entitled “The Thief Collector” which 
was intriguing, we traveled to Culver’s 
to toast Jimmy Buffet with a cheeseburg-

er lunch. 
Members who attended lunch at 

Cody’s voted to continue this as a 
weekly practice through September and 
made plans for an exciting new option 
for October. Look for all the details on 
our website. 

The weather held out for a wonderful 
hike in the woods at Ross Prairie State 
Park followed by a hearty lunch at Red’s.

October brings several exciting events 
for our members. Our anniversary pic-
nic is coming up very soon, and will 
be filled with food, fun and games. We 
also have a day trip to Lake Eola Park in 
downtown Orlando, our extended glass 
bottom boat ride at Silver Springs State 
Park with the option of heading to Mo-
jo’s for lunch, and Lakeridge Winery, 

for a fun and relaxing afternoon with 
friends, food, and music. Don’t forget 
your chair! 

Also starting in October, we will of-
fer both hikes and walks every month, 
along with the regularly scheduled ac-
tivities like Mexican train, trivia, lunch-
es, dinners, bowling, bocce, and darts.

November is a great month in Flori-
da for a trip to the retirement home for 
horses at Mill Creek Farms, followed by 
lunch at Conestoga in Alachua. Then 
get ready for a blast from the past with 
the ‘50s/’60s rock ‘n’ roll dance party. 
Check out your closets for those option-
al rockabilly and hippie outfits and get 
ready to dance the night away!

December is always festive. The holi-
days begin with our Golf Cart Parade. 

We’ll decorate our carts again in the 
hopes of winning another trophy! Then 
we get fancy and “dress to impress” for 
our festive holiday party with good food, 
great music, and friends. At the end of 
the month, we’ll say goodbye to 2023 
with our New Year’s Eve party complete 
with noise makers, a great menu and 
wonderful music. 

Please visit www.otowactivesingles-
club.com to become a member and sign 
up for events. Interested but not sure 
this club is for you? Our next monthly 
meeting is Wednesday, Oct. 18, at 6 p.m. 
(new members can begin to sign up at 
5:30 p.m.) followed by a bring your own 
beverage happy hour and opportunity to 
talk to members and make new friends. 
This month’s meeting will be held at the 
Indigo East Community Center.

October is an important month for 
us … on Monday, Oct. 16, in the Hobby 
Building Event Room at 10 a.m. we will 
elect and install officers for 2023-2024. 
All members may attend and vote, either 
in-person or via Zoom. As announced, 
the current officers are campaigning to 
be re-elected. The office of vice presi-
dent is vacant. Any member wishing to 
serve as vice president, or any elected 
office, may self-nominate at the meet-
ing. 

Many thanks to the officers who guid-
ed us over the past year. Join me in a 
round of applause for: President Paul 
Belter, Secretary Mary Pat Luvison, and 
Treasurer Beth Vaudo. Also, a round of 
applause for the contributions of the ap-
pointed committee chairs who worked 
so tirelessly: Membership Wilma Kelley, 
Education Sid Levine, and Publicity Deb 
Baker. 

Immediately following the election, 
we will conduct an educational meet-
ing. Last month, members were asked 
to contribute issues stymieing their ge-
nealogy efforts. The submitted issues 
were shared amongst all members and 
resolution suggestions were made at this 
meeting. Once again member expertise, 
experience with a wide range of geneal-
ogy software and databases, and a sup-
portive atmosphere proved to be help-

ful. 
A vexing issue all genealogists share 

is translating unfamiliar languages. My 
first solution is usually Google Trans-
late. It is okay, but it has limited suit-
ability when reviewing historical or 
multiple-definition words and idioms. 
To solve this, other translation options I 
also consider are:

• DeepL.com: offers greater trans-
lation accuracy as well as alterna-
tive translation solutions. 

• Linguee.com: offers detailed 
translations or words, phrases 
and idioms as developed by ex-
perienced volunteers associated 
with that language. Detailed defi-
nitions and context examples are 
also provided. Note: DeepL and 
Linguee are coordinated pro-
grams and offer translations cov-
ering more than 31 languages.

• Woerterbuchnetz.de: provides 
both definition and origin infor-
mation for historical and current 
German language words. Note: 
Results are available in English.

The Genealogical Society holds 
friendly meetings focused on assisting 
genealogical investigations. Meetings 
are both in-person and via Zoom on the 
third Monday every month in the Hobby 
Building Event Room from 10 a.m. to 
noon. During these meetings, there are 
open discussions, special interest group 
sessions, and a designated timeslot re-
served for a guest genealogist to review 
a specific area of interest.

All residents can join. New members 
are welcome – beginners as well as ex-
perienced genealogists. Individual year-

ly dues are $20 or $35 for a couple. For 
membership information contact Mem-
bership Chair Wilma Kelley at wkel-
leymt@outlook.com.

Just to let you know, our membership 
list was recently updated. Since this past 
January, 20 new members have joined. 
As of Aug. 31, there are 75 members. 
Hooray!

Remember to place a hold on your 
calendar for Saturday, Nov. 11. On that 
date, the Genealogical Society and five 
others will sponsor the free Seek > Find 

> Connect > Genealogy Conference at 
the Ocala Family History Center. Online 
registration is open and is being man-
aged by the Marion County Genealogi-
cal Society of Ocala, see https://mcgso-
cala.org/. The center is located at 1831 SE 
18th Avenue, Ocala, 34471.

SHOP ‘TIL YOU DROP
Buy On Top of the World branded  

merchandise at OTOWMarketplace.com.
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Colleen Rocafort

Women of
the World

Sandi Kemp

Christian Women’s  
Group

CALL (844) 749-0146 TO SCHEDULE A VISIT AND ASK 
HOW NEW RESIDENTS CAN GET ONE MONTH FREE.

LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET 1 MONTH FREE!*
The best way to see what life is really like at a Brookdale community in the Orlando area is to  

visit us. Schedule your visit at any one of our many locations and be sure to ask about our special 
offer for new residents to get one month free. It’s a limited-time offer you don’t want to miss.

brookdale.com/freemonth

 *One Month Free: Basic Service Rate/Monthly Fee only; care not included. Following move-in or financial possession of an apartment, a one-time credit equal to the monthly 
Basic Service Rate/Monthly Fee will be applied to your invoice in the third month of residency. Not valid for current residents, skilled nursing residents or for anyone whose funding 
source is a governmental payor. Automatic withdrawal payment required. Cannot be combined with other offers. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 9/30/23.  

©2023 Brookdale Senior Living Inc. All rights reserved. BROOKDALE SENIOR LIVING is a registered trademark of Brookdale Senior Living Inc.
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The Women of the World is a social 
and charitable organization. Our mis-
sion is to entertain, inform, educate, 
and inspire our members through our 
monthly meetings and contribute to the 
local community by providing much 
needed goods to those in need in Marion 
County. 

For the 2023-2024 club year, we will be 
sponsoring the following charities at our 
monthly meetings/events: Operation 
Shoebox, ROCK Foundation for under-
privileged youth, Hugs Foundation for 
cancer patients, Pace Center for Girls, 
Amazing Foundation providing commu-
nity meals, Transition Living Centers for 
men seeking recovery from addiction, 
Hospice of Marion County for the Nancy 
Renyhart Center for dementia educa-
tion, VOCAL for pet adoption, and Share 
the Love Foundation providing summer 
camps for local youth in Foster Care. 

We also plan to have a bunco for char-
ity fundraiser on Jan. 6, 2024, and our 
annual Fashion Show and Luncheon on 
March 13, 2024, for Hospice of Marion 
County.

Several of our members represented 
the club at the Club Fair in September 
where we had a display highlighting our 
activities and sponsored charities for 
the upcoming year. We also accepted 
membership dues at the event. There 
was incredibly good attendance at the 
Club Fair, and we did meet with over 100 
women who were interested in joining 
the club.

Our kick-off September meeting was 
hugely successful due to the outreach at 
the Club Fair. Our featured speaker was 
actor and dramatist, Dee Collier, who 
has dedicated her life to educating oth-
ers about strong women in history. Dee 
portrayed Irene Mabee, Al Capone’s 
business manager. It was an entertain-
ing and educational presentation bring-
ing the past to life through her engaging 
portrayal and thoughtful narrative.

Our featured charity was Opera-
tion Shoebox, a non-profit organiza-
tion based in Belleview that sends care 
packages with needed items that give a 
bit of home to our deployed U.S. Troops 
around the world. Ellie Richards, Opera-
tion Shoebox club chairwomen shared 

Photo by Colleen Rocafort

Dee Collier, actor and dramatist portrayed Irene Mabee, Al 
Capone’s business manager at September’s meeting. 

with us the importance of their mis-
sion, the needs of the troops, and how 
we might help. The outpouring of dona-
tions from our members was very gener-
ous! We had several tables overflowing 
with donations. Thank you all for your 
generosity!

In October, our featured speaker will 
be the Appleton Museum of Art director 
who will present a general overview of 
the museum and its programs. Our fea-
tured charity is the ROCK Foundation 
which provides essential needs for un-
derprivileged youth in our community. 
Their current needs are children’s un-
derwear from size small to extra-large 
and boy’s shoes sizes 6 through 13.

Our monthly meetings are scheduled 
for the third Thursday of the month at 
the Recreation Center Ballroom starting 
at noon. The club is open to all women 
residents with a resident ID or Gateway 
of Services pass. Our annual member-
ship dues are $15. Guests of a member 
will be charged $5 to attend a monthly 
meeting. If you are interested in join-
ing us, please attend our next meeting 
scheduled for Thursday, Oct. 19, or give 
Betty Thayer, club president a call at 
352-361-1313.

Please join us for our next potluck on 
Saturday, Oct. 28.  We meet every month 
on the fourth Saturday in the Arbor Con-
ference Center Dance Studios I-II.  

We enjoy beautiful piano music 
thanks to two of our very talented mem-
bers, Arlene Chilcott and Marijane Dar-
nell.  Also, many of the ladies share an 
inspirational message about what God 
has done in their life.  Recently, Gayle 
McTeigue gave an encouraging talk on 
staying close to the Lord in the chang-
ing times that we are living in.  Also, Deb 
Thompson told us about a new support 
group – Joy in the Mourning – that she 
started for widows.  They meet in the 
Hobby Building Event Room on Tues-
days, at 1 p.m.

Every month we have new people join 
us and I hope that you will come too!  
We start at 11:30 a.m., but please try to 
arrive by 11:15 a.m. so that we can start 
on time.  This is a true potluck, so bring 
anything you like!  Drinks are provided.  
No reservations; just show up and enjoy 
a day of fun, fellowship, and the best 
potluck!  I hope to see you on the 28th!

Deb Thompson

Joy in the Mourning

Ladies, are you merely surviving the 
complex challenges of widowhood? Do 
you wonder if it is possible to grow 
through grief and even thrive? Are hope 
and healing attainable?

Only you can answer the first ques-
tion. A resounding “yes” answers the 
last two questions. 

The purpose of this group is to help 
provide ways to combat grief rather 
than letting grief control you. Encour-
agement and compassion are available 
to any courageous woman desiring to 
overcome loss.

Join us as we journey this road to-
gether every Tuesday, from 1 to 2 p.m. 
in the Hobby Building Event Room.  For 
more information, contact Deb at 352-
445-4860.

RESIDENT ID CARDS
Resident Services
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Monday through Friday

Resident Services is closed daily  
from noon to 1 p.m.
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CART WORLD GOLF CARSCART WORLD GOLF CARS

Cart World is proud to be
recognized as part of Club
Car's Black & Gold Dealer
Network! Club Car's Highest
Honor!

Cart World Golf Cars Is:
Family Owned & Operated!

Serving Central Florida for over 35 Years!
Multiple Time Recipient of Club Car's

National Retail Dealer of the Year Award!

8585 SW Highway 200, Suite 1B (Steeplechase Shopping Center)
Monday - Friday, 9:00am-5:00pm

www.cartworldgolfcars.com | (352) 509-2837
Like us on Facebook & Instagram

All incentive discounts are for a limited time and are subject to change without notice.
Amount of bonus discount is dependent on model of vehicle.

DON’T MISS OUR SAVINGS EVENT!DON’T MISS OUR SAVINGS EVENT!
All 2023 Models Must Go!All 2023 Models Must Go!

BONUS DISCOUNTS UP TO

$1,000 - $1,250!

2024 Tempo 2+2 Are In

Ask Us
About

Financing!

Available in Standard 48 Volt Electric & come
with all equipment necessary for golf cart

friendly areas

Starting At:

$11,595
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Where the fun never ends!

By Steven Carr

By Dave DeAngelis 
World News Writer

November 2022 marked the inaugural 
Veterans Classic Softball Tournament, 
an honorable gathering of veterans and 
patriots, not just ball players, but also 
family, friends, supporters and of course 
a bunch of spirited competitors! It was a 
highly successful event, one that laid the 
foundation for this year’s tournament 
scheduled for Friday, Nov. 10. Details to 
follow in the story. 

After graduating from college, Rick 
Munsell enlisted in the United States 
Navy and with a musical background, 
had his sights set on becoming a mem-
ber of the highly regarded Navy Band. 
The Navy, well, re-set his sights, and 27 
years later, Rick retired from naval avia-
tion as a command at sea and command 
ashore officer with three commands on 
aircraft carriers and on base. It was time 
to set his sights on the future, and many 
years later, the Veterans Classic Softball 
Tournament here in On Top of the World 
became one of his visions.

Moving to On Top of the World in 
2020 with his wife Glenda, a.k.a. “Blond-
ie, a.k.a. “Gym Bunny” (she is a fitness 
devotee and former member of the Or-
lando Magic’s Senior Dance Team), Rick 

Veterans Classic Softball 
Tournament

quickly became involved with pickleball 
and softball. This, along with his veteri-
nary practice in Marion County would 
keep him quite busy, one would think. 

I imagine that he’s been called the 
consummate vet’s vet way more times 
than in this story. Hmmm … wonder if 
he drives a Vette? Rick’s vision was to 
bring together a group of veterans to 
share and celebrate their past and pres-
ent histories through sport. Given its 
popularity here, softball made for the 
perfect home in which to share athleti-
cism, teamwork, camaraderie, honor, 
and stories. That was the “big picture.” 
The implementation was next.

To pull off the big picture, Rick did 
what was militarily logical – organize a 
chain of command. Ten hut to veterans! 

Navy Petty Officer First Class Char-
lie Calhoun was called to coordinate all 
efforts of the organizational team and 

“made it all happen.” Because of their 
organizational and computer skills, Ret. 
Air Force Captain Pete Feliciano and Ret. 
Air Force Sergeant Ernie Serson were en-
listed to manage projects such as spread 
sheets, programs, and advertising. Rick 

“couldn’t have pulled it off without all 

of those guys.” The entire On Top of the 
World staff was exceptional, with local 
businesses, and the men’s Softball Club 
being foundational pillars, and the ever-
supportive Mr. B’s Big Scoop Ice Cream 
being there in donating 300 ice cream 
desserts. The 2023 tournament chain of 
command has been fortified with the 
addition of Ret. Air Force Lieutenant 
Colonel Stu Martin and Ret. Navy Petty 
Officer Third Class Everett Adrian. Let 
the games begin! 

The second annual Veterans Classic 
Softball Tournament will take place Fri-
day, Nov. 10, with a rain date on Sunday, 
Nov. 12. Make note that the tournament 
will take place the day before Veterans 
Day, to not interfere with other events 
that day. Resident veterans of On Top of 
the World and veteran members of the 
softball clubs will spiritedly be repre-
senting their branches of service – Unit-
ed States Air Force, Army, Coast Guard, 
Marines, Navy, and Space Force (notice 
the alphabetical order to avoid getting 
razzed for showing favoritism). 

Every member player gets the op-
portunity to play, and this year’s event 
will include an appearance by both the 
oldest player who is a pitcher, and the 
second oldest who is a catcher. Nope, I 
don’t know their ages but certainly do 
admire them. Yes indeedy, there will be 
a home run derby that is open to any-
one. Here’s what to look forward to:

8:30 a.m.: Opening ceremony to in-
clude intro remarks, opening prayer, pa-
rading of the colors by the Marion Coun-

ty Memorial Honor Guard. Presentation 
of colors and National Anthem (players 
lined up along the base paths), posting 
of colors, opening ceremonial first pitch 
by the oldest veteran with second oldest 
as catcher followed by the first playoff 
game. Presentation of Quilts of Valor fol-
lowed by second playoff game.

• Noon: Home run derby (open to 
all), food by So Yummy BBQ & 
Grill food truck with ice cream 
treats by Mr. B’s Big Scoop. 

• 1:15 p.m.: Championship game.
• 2:30 p.m.: Championship awards 

presentation by Mr. Kenneth Co-
len. 

Don’t miss the second annual Veter-
ans Softball Classic Tournament here 
at the On Top of the World softball field 
behind the Recreation Center. Spend a 
few moments at nearby Veterans Park. 
Inquire about obtaining a commemora-
tive brick. Come out to enjoy the tourna-
ment and to salute our veterans for their 
service and sportsmanship. Take a crack 
at the home run derby. Enjoy the food, 
patriotism, camaraderie, and sport on 
Friday, Nov. 10, starting at 8:30 a.m. with 
a rain date of Sunday, Nov. 12. Go Navy! 
Hey, my best friend is a retired admiral. 
Just sayin’.

Photo by Jerry Weage

2022 Veterans Classic Softball Tournament players on the base lines.

Photo courtesy of Rick Munsell

Ret. U.S. Navy Captain Rick Munsell.

On Wednesday, July 26, 15 excited 
Special Olympic athletes and 40 vol-
unteers from the Top Pickleball Club 
started their journey to compete in the 
2023 Florida Special Olympics. The Top 
Pickleball Club will be the first club to 
train pickleball athletes who represent 
Marion County.

Over the past four months, volun-
teers have been planning, organizing, 
and completing required online and 
instructional training through Special 

Photo by Sandra Sierra

Top Pickleball Club training Marion County Special Olympic athletes for the Florida games.

Pickleball and  
Community

Olympics Florida. Many of the athletes 
have been involved in the Special Olym-
pics program for years and train every 
Wednesday, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on the 
back courts. Everyone is invited to stop 
by and feel the excitement.

The club’s participation in programs 
like the Special Olympics demonstrates 
their commitment to the community. It 
shows that they are champions of inclu-
sion, understand the power of sports 
and commit themselves to building a 

better world for people with intellectual 
disabilities.

We asked several of the many volun-
teers, “Why are you committed to dedi-
cating your time to the Special Olympics 
training team?”

Rick DeRoven responded, “I love 
pickleball. Having been offered the op-
portunity to help train a special and 
unique group of athletes to learn, par-
ticipate and compete in and enjoy this 
great sport, I jumped at the chance with-
out having to think twice. I fully expect 
this experience to be among the most 
valuable and rewarding experiences of 
my time at On Top of the World to date, 
and for many years to come.”

Usha Vargas had this to say, “I was 
looking for a fulfilling opportunity to 
give back to the community and along 

came Special Olympics! I am thrilled 
to do my part to bring pickleball to 
Special Olympics for Marion County.” 
Carol Dauria added, “The reason why 
I committed myself to volunteering for 
the Special Olympics is that they are a 
great organization. Top Pickleball Club 
members are talented, kind, caring and 
compassionate. We will empower and 
inspire the athletes as they’ll do the 
same for us.”

The instructors are heroes to the 
athletes and athletes become heroes to 
the instructors. They form magical and 
meaningful connections that extend be-
yond the courts and last a lifetime. It is 
wonderful to know that a very unique 
team of residents are making a differ-
ence in the lives of incredibly deter-
mined individuals with a remarkable 
human spirit.
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 *Queen Mattress only. Box spring or other foundations are not inlcuded in pricing. Payments shown based on 48 month financing estimates. Your payments may vary based on your credit 
approval. See associate for details. Prior sales not included. Due to early advertising deadlines, some items may be sold or out of stock. See or call store for details on total delivery area. Delivery 
is additional. Product photos are for illustration only, actual product may not be as pictured. Not responsible for typographical errors.

MATTRESS

GALLERY

FREE LOCAL DELIVERYon select premium mattresses

$300 GIFT CARD 
with  select mattress purchase*

Choose your best comfort and technology from 
top name brands!

(352) 732-4296
BlockersFurniture.com

up to  60 MONTHS FINANCING*

CLOSEOUT
MATTRESSES 
starting at  $499

ADAPT
Medium Hybrid

HIGHPOINT
Soft or Firm

ALBANY
Hybrid Medium

PRO-ADAPT
Medium or Firm

$2499

$2399

$1159

$3399

$1799

$939
CAYMAN
Plush, Medium, or Extra Firm

EDENVALE
Plush or Firm

$53
starting at

PER MO*

$50
starting at

PER MO*

$71
starting at

PER MO*

$38
starting at

PER MO*

$25
starting at

PER MO*

$20
starting at

PER MO*

$300
GIFT CARD

$300
GIFT CARD

$300
GIFT CARD

$300
GIFT CARD

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

Ray Ihlenburg

R/C Flyers Club

Last month our 21st annual R/C Fly-
ers Fall Fly-In on Saturday, Oct. 7, was 
announced. This month the half-time 
show can be unveiled depending on the 
time available. A real fast jet demonstra-
tion and/or a helicopter demonstration 
are planned. 

It seems this month has been a jet 
month. Steve Schlesselman brought his 
recently finished Elan to the business 
meeting and announced the maiden 
flight would happen, weather permit-
ting, the next morning. More on this 
later.

We see many ducted fan jets flying at 
the field that are relatively small, made 
of foam, and quiet. Pretty impressive 
to watch but just not as impressive as 
a real turbine engine powered, kero-
sene guzzling, eight-foot-long compos-
ite model capable of scary fast passes. 
Qualifying to fly turbine powered jets 
is a process few pilots pursue. The club 
has two members with a jet (turbine) 
qualification and a third working on his 
qualifying requirements. The following 
rundown of a couple of jets might be 
interesting to all readers just before our 
Fall Fly-In.

Jack Kezelian has been jet qualified 
for quite a few years. He has several jets 
and recently he brought his compos-
ite Rebel sport jet to the field. This jet 
is a complex model with retracts, flaps, 
wheel brakes, plus the normal elevator, 
rudder, ailerons, and throttle functions. 
Jack says the jet weighs 24 pounds with 
a full tank of fuel. It is powered with a 
Kingtech turbine producing 31 pounds 
of thrust. The turbine engine burns die-
sel, kerosene, or jet fuel, but kerosene is 
easiest to obtain. Onboard fuel capacity 
limits flights to seven minutes, which 
Jack says in plenty long for his adrena-
line to peak. The jet now has about 55 
flights in the logbook. Top speed is not 
really known due to our limited flight 
boundaries.

The maiden of the month is Steve 
Schlesselman’s new Boomerang Elan 
Aerobatic sport jet done in a terrific “fly 
Navy” color scheme. Steve is working to 
qualify to fly his jet under the tutelage 
of Jack. As such, the maiden flight took 
place on Monday, Sept. 5, piloted by 

Photo by Bob Anderson 

Jets just look fast even on the ground.

Jack Kezelian. The first flight was very 
impressive, to say the least. The color 
scheme and the twin booms made a dis-
tinctive sight in the sky. Steve reports his 
jet weighs about 21 pounds so with the 
turbine engine producing 22 pounds of 
thrust, the thrust ration is essentially 
one-to-one, or able to go out of sight; 
straight up. The jet has a composite fu-
selage and tail booms with sheeted outer 
wing panels. It just fits in Steve’s car. The 
design allows very docile low speeds, in 
the 20-mph range, for slow maneuvers 
or landing. Again, the top speed is limit-
ed by our flight boundaries and because 
those high G-turns take their toll. The 
control setup utilizes three receivers 
and nine servos. 

Jet noise … the sound of freedom.

MISSED DELIVERY?
If you are not receiving home delivery, 

please email otownews@otowfl.com. Please 
include your house number, street name and 

neighborhood.

®

®
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Marte Dobosh

Ladies 18-Hole
Golf Association

Beth Wolinsky

Candler Hills  
Ladies 18-Hole

“On being asked before the final 
round what he needed to shoot to win 
the tournament, “the rest of the field.”” 
– Roger Maltbie.

Keep your guns at home and your 
sense of humor in your bag! Some good 
laughs will serve you as well as a solid 
chip.

The LGA-18 persevered through sever-
al water hazards on the courses brought 
on by Hurricane Idalia. Always the ad-
venturers, our golfers chose different 
clubs to skirt the new ponds and wore 
waterproof shoes.

In spectacular fashion, the league 

hosted its 40th anniversary celebration 
(also the Member/Member Tournament) 
on Tuesday, Sept. 19. The very special 
day featured golf, followed by a lun-
cheon to reminisce about four decades 
of friendship and camaraderie shared 
by members of the LGA-18. Special hon-
ors were given to founding mothers (Elly 
Rapacz, Harriet Brower, and Jan Juhlin), 
league presidents, and league and match 
play champions.

Thank you to tournament organizers 
Bev Ovrebo, Susan Yenne, Jan Christ, 
and Linda Taylor for planning such a 
wonderful event filled with new memo-
ries. Photos will follow next month.

Two Best Ball Net–Stableford
Aug. 15/The Links

Tie at 82–Mary Ann Livingston, Katie Schriewer, 
Brenda Hoffmann and Linda Taylor, Angie Jingco, 
Donna Brunell. Tie at 80–Kathy Goodwin, Gail La-
grange, Paula Lilly, Roxiann Dwyer and Virginia 

Combs, Susan Martin, Cynthia Gersten. Tie at 78–
Vadonna Hall, Joyce Jones, Liz Pruss, Kathy Zunica 
and Maria Fournier, Jill Strey, Jean Czachor. 77–
Peggy Ellenberger, Lisa Free, Robyn Atwood, Nancy 
Zielinski.

Tee to Green Net (Individual)
Aug. 22/The Tortoise & The Hare

Flight 1: 42–Lisa Free. Tie at 43–Gail Lagrange and 
Sandy Snyder. 46–Lynn Colomb.
Flight 2: 35–Karen Schroeckenthaler. Tie at 44–
Mary Ann Livingston and Peggy Ellenberger. 48–
Mary Ruffner.
Flight 3: 38–Katie Schriewer. Tie at 40–Joyce Jones, 
Peggy Weichmann, Janette Sheil, and Ellen Brin.
Flight 4: 41–Nancy Zielinski. Tie at 45–Robyn At-
wood and Cynthia Gersten. Tie at 46–Susan Martin 
and Sandy Chase.

Scramble (Team)
Aug. 29/The Links

55–Sandra Mansfield, Jill Strey, Linda Blewitt. 56–

Mary Jeannotte, Mary Ruffner, Marte Dobosh, Donna 
Brunell. Tie at 58–Gail Lagrange, Yuhlan Cho, Vir-
ginia Madura, Jean Czachor and Mary Ann Livingston, 
Peggy Ellenberger, Peggy Wiechmann and Rosann 
Ross. Tie at 59–Shelly Karsnitz, Susan Rhodes, Liz 
Pruss, Sandy Chase and Diane Boston, Vickie Nol-
tensmeyer, Ellen Brin and Carolyn Cummings.

Blind Nine (Individual)
Sept. 5/The Links

Flight 1: 34–Lisa Free. 35–Maria Fournier. 36–Gail 
Lagrange. Tie at 37–Shelly Karsnitz, Linda Taylor and 
Mary Jeannotte.
Flight 2: 34–Katie Schriewer. Tie at 35–Yuhlan Cho 
and Mary Ruffner. 36–Joyce Jones. 37–Donna Her-
berger.
Flight 3: Tie at 34–Mary Dawson and Liz Pruss. Tie 
at 35–Joann Dellapenna and Jill Strey. 36–Vickie 
Noltensmeyer.
Flight 4: Tie at 36–Nancy Zielinski, Susan Martin and 
Robyn Atwood. 37–Rosann Ross. Tie at 38–Roxiann 
Dwyer and Virginia Madura.

Do you ever wonder why golf is so pop-
ular? Perhaps it’s the challenges of the 
game or spending time outdoors. Could 
it be the camaraderie or the competi-
tion? Whatever the reason, it’s not just a 
game but an experience to be shared and 
enjoyed. No matter what your physical 
condition or age is, everyone feels the 
challenge of this great game. It is truly a 
sport where everyone starts at the same 

point and don’t we love that!
The first World Member/Guest event, 

“Fit Fore Life”, was held at Candler 
Hills in September. 58 women and their 
guests participated in this two–day 
event. From the trunk show on Friday 
to the lovely lunch on Saturday, a grand 
time was had by all. We hope that this 
will become an annual event and a big 
thank you goes out to all the committee 
members who made this such a success.

October has arrived with the hope 
that cooler weather will follow. Two 
dates should be noted as we head into 
fall. Thursday, Nov. 16, is our member-
ship meeting and election of officers, af-
ter golf. Tuesday, Dec. 12 is the holiday 

party and award celebration. Details to 
follow.

Our last Summer Survivor event was 
held on Thursday, Sept. 21. It’s always 
fun and a big thanks goes to all the par-
ticipants as the heat was a survival in it-
self.

The Candler Hills LGA-18 is open 
to any woman in On Top of the World. 
If you wish to join, please contact our 
president, Shelly Karsnitz, at karsnitz1@
gmail.com. It’s a great way to meet 
some new ladies, play golf and have fun.

Finally, be careful out there, believe, 
achieve and enjoy golf.

1 BB Gross & Net (Team)
On Top of the World Non-Reciprocal Invite 

Aug. 10
Flight 1: 155–Gayla Aldridge, Virginia Combs, Kate 
Beaty. 157–Lynn Colomb, Jane Hall, Beth Wolinsky. 
159–Patti Kelly, Virginia Madura, Brenda Hoffman.
Flight 2: 160–Sara Nunn, Karen Schroeckenthaler, 
Kathy Zunica. 161–Maria Fournier, Paula Lilly, Sue 
Fierce. 162–Donna Herberger.

Red/White/Blue Scramble (Team)

Aug. 24
44–Peggy Ellenberger, Liz Pruss, Cynthia Gersten. 
45–Gail Lagrange, Judie Anderson, Jean Czachor. Tie 
at 47–Beverly Ovrebo, Jane Hall, Gloria Cullins. Mary 
Ann Livingston, Virginia Combs, Liz Lang. Shelly 
Karsnitz, Ellen Brin, Kate Beaty. Tie at 48–Christine 
Giza, Eileen Gustavus, Janette Sheil. Michele Otto, 
Joyce Jones, Katie Schriewer. Sandy Snyder, Karen 
Schroeckenthaler, Brenda Hoffman.

Low Net (Individual)
Sept. 7

Flight 1: Tie at 72–Lynn Colomb, Patti Kelly. 74–
Shelly Karsnitz. Tie at 75–Michele Otto, Gayla Al-
dridge.
Flight 2: 69–Virginia Combs. 71–Peggy Ellenberger. 
72–Sandra Mansfield. Tie at 75–Beverly Ovrebo, 
Kathleen Goodwin, Karen Schroeckenthaler, Page 
Falconer.
Flight 3: 69–Susan Martin. 74–Paula Lilly. 76–Ja-
nette Sheil. Tie at 77–Judie Anderson, Angelita Jing-
co, Joyce Jones.
Flight 4: 77– Virginia Madura. Tie at 79–Vickie Fos-
ter, Roxiann Dwyer. Tie at 80–Brenda Hoffman.

REPLACEMENT CAR DECALS
Bring your car, resident ID, auto registration and $10.

Resident Services
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday

No decals issued during inclement weather. 

Resident Services is closed daily from noon to 1 p.m.
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Matt Hibbs
352-854-2765
matt_hibbs@otowfl.com

Golf

With fall officially upon us we would 
like to welcome back all the snowbirds. 
This is the time of year when the com-
munity is booming with excitement. 
Golf has an exciting event schedule for 
the remainder of the year so please be 
on the lookout for our upcoming events. 

The annual Candler Hills Member 
Appreciation event will be held on Mon-
day, Oct. 23, and will begin with a 9 a.m. 
shotgun. In the event we have over 144 
players, we will run a morning and after-
noon shotgun with lunch being served 

on the course like last year. Please regis-
ter in the Candler Hills Golf Shop. 

The annual On Top of the World 
Member Appreciation event will be held 
Monday, Nov. 6, at 9 a.m. with lunch be-
ing served on the course. Please register 
in the On Top of the World Golf Shop.

A big thank you goes out to all those 
who donated to the Folds of Honor 
Foundation over Labor Day weekend. 
The Folds of Honor Foundation provides 
educational scholarships and other as-
sistance to the spouses and children of 
soldiers. We were able to raise $1,361 for 
this great organization.

I would like all golfers to familiarize 
yourselves with the World Handicap Sys-
tem. It is important to understand all the 
proper policies and procedures of main-
taining a proper handicap through the 
World Handicap System. On Top of the 
World currently has a handicap com-

mittee, which consists of 15 community 
golfers. The purpose of the handicap 
committee is to:

1. Establish a handicap committee. 
2. Ensure the club meets the defini-

tion of a golf club. 
3. Know the rules of handicapping. 
4. Educate and communicate the 

rules of handicapping to mem-
bers.

5. Ensure course details are accurate 
(Type 1 club). 

6. Make the process of converting 
a Handicap Index to a Course 
Handicap™ as easy as possible. 

7. Facilitate the timely submission 
of scores. 

8. Maintain accurate player scoring 
records. 

9. Apply applicable penalty scores 
and adjust the Handicap Index of 
any member whose Handicap In-
dex does not reflect their demon-
strated ability. 

10. Perform annual handicap re-
views. 

Please ensure you are posting all 
scores and from the correct course and 

tee you played. This is extremely im-
portant to keep your handicap as accu-
rate as possible. If not, you could be the 
next golfer audited by the On Top of the 
World handicap committee. 
Upcoming Events

• Thursday, Oct. 12: World Michelle-
O-Gram on Candler Hills and The 
Links Golf Courses.

• Monday, Oct. 23: Member Appre-
ciation Event at Candler Hills Golf 
Club.

• Tuesday, Oct. 31: Trick or Treat 
Open at On Top of the World Golf 
Club.

• Monday, Nov. 6: Member Appreci-
ation Event at On Top of the World 
Golf Club.

World Accolades 
THE TORTOISE & THE HARE: Jim Napier-

ski, eagle #1.
CANDLER HILLS: Marty Trexler, hole-

in-one #17. Brad Best, eagle #18. Bruce 
Green, eagle #7. Tim Kennedy, hole-in-
one #5. Lonnie Page, hole-in-one #17. 

Congratulations to all for these fine 
accomplishments.

John Yenne

Men’s Golf
Association

Trey Rath
352-861-9712
trey_rath@otowfl.com

Candler Hills Ladies  
9-Hole Golf

As we get into October the schedule 
for the games played and notable Thurs-
days, are as follows:

• Oct. 5: True or False on the back 
nine. Only holes that start with a 
T or F will be counted.

• Oct. 12: No event for Michelle-O-
Gram World event. 

• Oct. 19: Tee It Up Scramble on 
the back nine. Scramble format 
where the ball can be hit off a 
tee anywhere outside the putting 
green.

• Oct. 26: Cha Cha Cha on the front 
nine. Will be played in teams of 
three or four where the number 
of scores counted for the group 
on the hole is a pattern of 1-2-1-2-
3 for the first five holes and then 
starts to repeat for the last four 
holes.

Now that we are starting to see the 

temperatures drop a little bit and we 
are almost out of the summer heat I 
want to talk about some different course 
conditions we might see in the coming 
months. One thing that a lot of golfers 
get excited about is the condition of the 
putting green as they can be smoother 
and start to speed up in the winter. 

While it is certainly a welcome change 
there are some things to keep in mind 
to help you make more putts. When the 
greens get faster, we know the ball will 
roll for a longer distance before it starts 
to lose speed. 

The reason I am pointing this out is 
because of this the break in the green 
has more time to affect the line of the 
ball. In the summer, we can be a lot 
more aggressive with our putts because 
you can take a lot of break out of the putt. 
As they get faster, we must pay closer at-
tention to the relationship between the 
speed and amount of break so that when 
the ball does not go in, it will at least be 
close to the hole. One thing I suggest is 
taking some time on the practice green, 
find a spot with a lot of break, roll putts 
from multiple angles and lengths to see, 
and start to get a feel for the relationship 
between speed and break. 

For those looking for more tips and 
drills to work on their putting or for any-
one with other questions related to the 
putting surface you can attend our clinic 
on Saturday, Oct. 7, at 9 a.m. where we 
will be going over that and more. Sign-
ups for this clinic and all others can be 
found in the Candler Hills Golf Shop. 

You can feel a change in the air as 
summer turns to fall in Central Florida, 
even as we still face the prospect of hur-
ricanes through the end of next month.

Fall brings a welcome respite from 
summer’s intense heat and humidity, 
and it’s arguably the best time of year to 
be on the golf course.

For the Men’s Golf Association 
(MGA), the cooler, drier conditions pro-
vide challenges and opportunities.

Grass starts to go dormant as tem-
peratures drop, leading to firmer, faster 
conditions. This may require adjust-
ments in wedge play and bump-and-run 
chip shots that can race past the hole.

But it will also help your drives go fur-
ther, as drier turf leads to more roll in 
the fairways,

If we can avoid tropical storms, play 
should be more enjoyable.

The MGA currently has 244 members. 
Please welcome Tom Mansfield, Ed Bu-
ton, Gregg Keidel and Bill Cope.

If you would like to help make the 
MGA better, board elections for 2024 are 
just around the corner. Contact a board 
member to get your name on the list.

Mark your calendar for these upcom-
ing Wednesday events:

• Oct. 4: Chicken Day Scramble 
(The Links)

• Oct. 11: 2-Man Scramble (The Tor-
toise & The Hare)

• Oct. 18: Team Low Net (The Links)
• Oct. 25: Beat the Pro Individual 

Net (The Tortoise & The Hare)
Chicken Day Scramble

Sept. 6/The Links
53–Art Olerud, Garfield Gray, Louis Heger, Lance 
Davsko. Tie at 54–David Clune, Robert Kuhl, Paul 
Randles; Ken Zweiback, John Johnson, Mike Lane; 
Kevin McGuinness, Rusty Zarrell, Mike Clancy, 
Thomas Norris. Tie at 56–Ron Lombardo, Paul 
Stoecklin, Joseph Dunnack, David Bauer; Tom Nev-
ille, Steven Rowell, Danny Newby, Anthony Morris. 
Tie at 57–Larry Manion, Matt Raies, Frank Giordano, 
Gerald  Schneider; Ron Pratt, Ralph Norton, Ray-
mond Hendrix, Carl Zeiler; Brian Wilder, Howard 
Gluckman, Joe Pruss, Tary Bole; Tim Carlisle, Dale 
Budd, Paul Snyder, Bill Searight; Michael Almon, 
Bruce Green, Jim Nicholson; Dick Emmons, John 
Snyder, Ronald Grob, Bob Lieberman; Rusty Rhodes, 
Joe Aldridge, John Atwood, Joe Baumgartner.

RECYCLE OFTEN. 
RECYCLE RIGHT.

Visit OTOWInfo.com for a list of  
acceptable items to recycle.
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Leslie McCormick

Archery Club

We’re having an open house! Do 
you think you might be interested in 
archery? Join us at the club’s “preview 
day” on Thursday, Oct. 5, from 10 a.m. 
to noon. You will get an in-depth look at 
our facilities, see the equipment avail-
able to our members and learn more 
about the club activities. The event is 
at the range (at the end of the golf cart 
path at the Veterans Park, past the play-
ground area). Please bring your On Top 
of the World resident ID.

This month we are highlighting the 
medal winners at the 22nd annual 
Gainesville Senior Games, held Satur-
day, Sept. 9, at Gator Bowmen. Over 30 
archers traveled from various clubs in-
cluding On Top of the World, The Vil-
lages and as far away as Panama City, 
Florida. This was a 900 round 40-50-60-
yard shoot with archers participating in 
one of nine shooting styles and six age 
groups (the oldest group being 85-89). 
Congratulations to the medal winners 

Photo by Don Southard

Bill Millican, Dan Powell, Rick Kammes, Charlie Dove, Tom Weiss, Patty Hoppe, Sam Scarbrough, and Jerry Hoppe.

and participants. 
Compound Fingers 

1: Patty Hoppe (ages 70-74); 2: Bill Millican (ages 
75-79).

Compound Release 
1: Jerry Hoppe (ages 65-69); 1: Tom Weiss (ages 70-
74); 2: Sam Scarbrough (ages 70-74); 3: Dan Powell 
(ages 60-64); 3: Charlie Dove (ages 70-74); 5: Rick 
Kammes (ages 70-74). 

Don Southard helped manage the 
shoot. Patty and Jerry Hoppe travel for 
their passion for archery. They both 
competed in the National Senior Games 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in July and 
the National Target Nationals in Yank-
ton, South Dakota in August. Patty placed 
first in her category at both shoots!

Back at our range, we typically sched-
ule two shoots a month. Now that the 
weather will be getting cooler, we expect 
to see many of our members enjoy these 
fun shoots regardless of their level of 
experience. Results of the recent “ani-
mal target shoots” and 600 round shoot 
will be posted in our monthly newsletter 
that is distributed to club members. We 
will also share the outcome of the Sep-
tember poker run event that included an 
option to shoot arrows for a better poker 
hand!

If you are interested in becoming a 

Judy Sullivan

Sidekicks
Western Dance

The summer has officially ended, 
and I think we are all looking forward to 
cooler weather.  Many of the snowbirds 
are returning. Welcome back!  

SideKicks Western Partner Dancing 
Club started off the season with a wel-
come back night on Tuesday, Sept. 19; 
organized by our entertainment com-
mittee, Jean, and Jack Hester.  

Membership dues are being collected 
through Tuesday, Oct. 10, unless you let 
us know that you will be joining us af-
ter that date.  Please see Paula and Dave 
Shira as you enter the Ballroom to make 
your payment. 

We are scheduled for a Halloween 
party on Tuesday, Oct. 31. Dress in your 
scariest, funniest, sexiest, or cutest cos-
tumes and get ready to dance.

Please welcome our 2023-2024 coordi-
nators: Jean and Jack Hester, entertain-
ment; Paula and Dave Shira, treasurer 
and communication; Bill and Lois Hull, 
5 p.m. Sunday dance practice leaders; 
Peggy and Al Eizans, 4 p.m. Tuesday 
dance instructors; Jim and Judy Sulli-
van. Hopefully you know who we are.

For those of you who wish to join but 
have never danced before, you need to 
learn at least some of the basic steps of 
partner dancing (same or similar to line 
dancing). Judy and Jim will hold the ba-
sic step classes from noon to 1 p.m. in 
the Indigo East Community Center Ball-
room. Many ladies want to dance but 
don’t have a partner, or a partner who is 
willing to dance, I encourage you to grab 
a female friend and join in on the fun of 
partner dancing.

Indigo East residents do not have to 
have a Gateway of Services pass to par-
ticipate in these classes since this is a 
reciprocating club.  We hope to be able 
to include residents from Weybourne 
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Jim and Judy Sullivan.
Landing as well if we can find another 
Sidekicks dancer who is willing to teach 
there. If you know of anyone who re-
sides in Weybourne Landing and wants 
to participate, please let me know.

For any questions, contact Judy Sul-
livan at spirit927@live.com or text 973-
903-8719 or email Paula at Sidekick-
spartnerdance@gmail.com.

On a side note, if any of the current 
members who are having a difficult time 
using GroupWorks and need additional 
assistance, please text or email Judy at 
the above numbers to schedule a time to 
meet or talk.

• Tuesdays: Beginners class with 
Peggy and Al starts at 4 p.m. 
on Oct. 3 (start date subject to 
change). Weekly dance as a whole 
group at the Recreation Center 
Ballroom starts at 5 p.m.

• Fridays: Practice class with Judy 
and Jim at 11 a.m. in the Indigo 
East Community Center Ballroom 
starts Oct. 6. Absolute Beginners 
class with Judy and Jim is at noon 
in the Indigo East Community 
Center Ballroom starting Oct. 6.

• Sundays: Practice with Bill and 
Lois starts at 5 p.m. on Oct. 1 (start 
date subject to change).

member and can’t make the open house, 
visit otowarchery.com > New Members 
and download an application form with 
the required waivers. For additional in-
formation or to schedule your initial 

safety/training session, please contact 
Mark D’Addario at markdad06@gmail.
com or 352-360-3436 or Bob Papirner at 
rpapirner@aol.com or 352-877-3144.

RESIDENT ID CARD
Carry it with you at all times.
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Laura Gavey

Weight Loss Group

Jorge Privat
352-387-7539

Tennis

I wish to remind you that we can go 
as a group to the University of Florida in 
Gainesville, Florida to watch the Gators 
play tennis against other big schools. It 
is free with good tennis! Also, I will or-
ganize a group to visit and play on clay 
courts at the USTA National Training 
Center in Lake Nona, Florida. We will 
also try to reinstate the inter-club tennis 
socials with Stone Creek. 

Speaking of clay courts, I will dedi-
cate the tennis tip to some of the things 
that can affect and help your game on a 
clay court.
Clay Gear Recommendations

For some players, competing on clay 
can feel like an entirely different sport. 
Between the sliding, tricky bounces, and 
heavier conditions, it tests you in ways 
not found on a harder surface. But it is 
not just added patience and defter foot-
work that are required; fine-tuning your 
equipment can help maximize your 
performance as well. Here are some op-
tions: 

1. Racquets: The grit of a clay court 
slows down shots and promotes 
higher bounce. An effective way 
to take advantage of this char-
acteristic is to hit with more top 
spin. While stroke mechanics 
will hold the greatest influence 
over this trait, there are racquets 
designed to enhance it. The most 
notable feature they possess is a 
wider string pattern, fewer strings 
with larger spacing means they 
have more room to move freely 
at contact. When the ball leaves 

the strings, they snap back into 
position which can accentuate 
the brushing motion of a top spin 
swing. The sweet spot for the cat-
egory is a 16 by 19 configuration 
in a 100 square inch head. Many 
of these frames also have thicker, 
stiffer beams with variable widths 
to add juice to shots – a handy 
quality when trying to power the 
ball through a clay court.

2. Strings: Polyester strings are pop-
ular regardless of surface, but they 
are particularly advantageous on 
clay. For one thing, they are high-
ly durable and better suited than 
a multifilament to withstand the 
additional wear of longer rallies, 
and the roughness and moisture 
presented by a clay-covered ball. 
From a performance standpoint, 
the stiffness of polys promotes 
added control for more consis-
tency during long exchanges. And 
the enhanced string snapback at 
contact means extra spin to ex-
ploit higher bounces. Polyester 
strings come in different varietals 
– thin gauges, shaped, textured, 
that dig into the ball at contact to 
create even more bite on shots. 
Paired with a spin-friendly frame, 
it’s a dynamic duo on clay.

3. Shoes: The uneven, slippery na-
ture of clay requires footwear that 
provides enough traction for bal-
ance, while still allowing the abil-
ity to slide into shots for efficient 
movement. This is why there are 
clay-court specific shoes with spe-
cial outsoles delivering the best 
combination of grip and give. 
These typically have a tight, her-
ringbone tread that isn’t as thick 
or heavy as an outsole designed 
to weather the abrasion of a hard 
court. So, they are often light-
er, which is appreciated during 
lengthier and demanding points. 
The uppers on a clay-court shoe 
may also have additional material 
or barriers to prevent clay gran-
ules from getting inside the shoe, 
staining socks, and potentially ir-
ritating the foot.

See you on the courts!  

Eugenie Martin

Ballet

Mary Romano

Poms Cheer & Dance

The members of the Poms Dance and 
Cheer Squad have been working on our 
first dance routine. Pati Bean, our chore-
ographer, has put in a lot of fun moves. 
Everything from shaking poms to a kick 
line has us fire away with Pat Benatar’s 

“Hit Me with Your Best Shot.”
Our practices also include cheers. 

Many of us were cheerleaders in high 
school or college and we find that this 
part reinvigorates the memories of 
cheering. Some members are new to 

cheerleading so cheering gives those 
members the thrill of raising voices and 
spirits together. We call ourselves “pom-
mies” and pommie spirit is fun! 

The month of August saw us having 
a fundraiser selling T-shirts and other 
cheer related items. September had a 
bake sale. Each month we also celebrate 
our members birthdays on the last prac-
tice of the month.

If you are interested in joining but did 
not have the opportunity to attend the 
Club Fair, do not worry, we will open 
membership again in January 2024. We 
also anticipate changing our practice 
date and time at the beginning of the 
new year.

For more information, please email 
pomsdanceandcheer@yahoo.com.

Many of us prefer to exercise alone. 
Working on exercise equipment, jog-
ging, or swimming laps are three forms 
of exercise that can be done alone. Oth-
ers, and that includes me, prefer to ex-
ercise with groups of people. Aerobics, 
yoga, and dancing are usually done in 
groups. In our case, dancing includes 
ballet.

The aim of individual versus group 
exercise may be similar – improving 
posture and balance, keeping weight in 
control, stretching, and strengthening 
muscles, and, in general, maintaining 
overall fitness. Group exercising also 
adds other dimensions. It usually pro-
vides instruction of various moves done 
to music, and there is often some social-
ization among students before and after 
class. 

In our ballet classes, we sometimes 
overdo the socializing at the start of 
class, but many friendships are made 
that way. We start stretching without 
music. We created these exercises be-
cause our dancers are not children or 
young adults and need extra exercising 
before doing a traditional ballet class. 
Then, to music specially arranged for 
ballet classes, we do the barre (French 
for bar) exercises, followed by dancing 
in the centre (French for center) and bal-
ancing ourselves without relying on the 

barres.
Our classes are held in the Arbor Con-

ference Center Ballet Room, just to the 
left of the restrooms. Here is our sched-
ule:

• Beginner: Tuesdays, 11 a.m. to 
12:15 p.m. and Fridays, noon to 
1:15 p.m.

• Advanced Beginner: Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 1 to 2:15 p.m.

• Intermediate: Saturdays, 11 a.m. 
to 12:15 p.m.

Newcomers are always welcome, and 
ballet clothes are not necessary to start. 
Just wear stretchy exercise clothes and 
socks on your feet. Remember to bring a 
bottle of water. Please call me at 352-854-
8589 to find out which class best suits 
you. Happy dancing!

Summer is over and fall is just begin-
ning!  We just figured out how to make 
good choices at barbecues and now 
we will have to start to navigate soups, 
stews and pumpkin everything!  

Want to find out the best way to 
pivot to new foods and different gath-
erings?   Join one of our Weight Loss 
Groups.   Over 35 of your friends and 
neighbors are already attending one of 
the groups and making better choices 
with their food, exercise and reach-
ing their goals!    We get together once 
a week to share ideas on weight loss, 
healthy cooking, recipes, exercise, and 
tips to meet our own personal goals.  
Follow the food plan that works best for 
you.

There are two opportunities to meet 
each week. On Mondays we meet in the 
Hobby Building Art Room. Weigh in 
starts at 4:30 p.m. and the meeting be-
gins at 5 p.m. Linda Sisco is the leader. 
On Tuesdays we meet in the Arbor Activ-
ity Center Event Room. Weigh in begins 
at 9:15 a.m. and the meeting begins at 10 
a.m. Gail Hopper is the leader. 

Visitors are always welcome.  Come 
and join us for a meeting and see if our 
group will work for you!

For questions and additional details, 
please email Linda at ljsisco@comcast.
net or Gail at gbhopper@yahoo.com.

GOING OUT OF TOWN?
View or download a PDF  

of the World News at  
ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala.

MAINTENANCE REQUEST
WORK ORDERS

Visit OTOWInfo.com > Resident Information > 
Maintenance Request

Complete and submit form.
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Cammy Dennis
352-854-8707 x7532
cammy_dennis@otowfl.com

Fitness  
Happenings

Get Fit to Fight Fear!
As we age, there are inevitable chang-

es that occur in our bodies affecting our 
sense of safety and the quality of our 
lives. What we once took for granted in 
terms of physical strength and cognitive 
capabilities may change. Older adults 
may find themselves experiencing a fear 
due to these age-related changes. The 
fear of falling, of losing independence, 
and the fear of cognitive decline are seri-
ous concerns for some aging adults. The 
good news is that you can ward off these 
fears and live a healthy, vibrant life!
FALL RISK REDUCTION: When an older 

adult is fearful of falling, they are at a 
greater risk for a fall. This is due to the 
restriction of physical activity as a means 
of preventing a fall. The resulting out-
come of sedentary behavior perpetuates 
a decline in muscle, strength, and func-
tion. Staying active will enable to you to 
remain strong both physically and emo-
tionally. Empowering your body and 
mind will help you to conquer your fears 
and improve the quality of your life. On 
Top of the World provides free balance 
assessments every Thursday, at 1 p.m. 
at the Recreation Center Fitness Center. 
Please call 352-854-8707 ext. 7534 to re-
serve your spot. We also have a fall risk 
reduction class called Balanced Body at 
the Recreation Center Fitness Center ev-
ery Monday, Wednesday and Friday, at 
11 a.m. Our instructors will lead you in 
safe and effective exercises to help you 
conquer your fear of falling.

PRESERVE INDEPENDENCE: The ability to 
perform activities of daily living (ADLs) 
is vital for maintaining independence. 
Strength is the cornerstone for function-
ing well and retaining the ability to live 
independently. It is vital to support mus-
cle and bone health. Regular exercise 
will do the trick! We have several classes 
dedicated to strength training; S.O.S. 
(Serious on Strength) and STRONG are 
offered at the Recreation Center Fitness 
Center and the Arbor Fitness Center on 
varying days and times. Check the group 
fitness schedule for specific details. 

KEEP YOUR BRAIN SHARP: Brain health 
is impacted by several age-related fac-
tors, however there are inspiring studies 
that demonstrate we can take measures 
to safeguard our cognitive capabilities. 
Research indicates that a combination 
of good nutrition, physical activity, in-
tellectual stimulation, and social en-
gagement are very important factors for 
boosting brain health. We offer a Brain 
Power class at the Recreation Center Fit-
ness Center every Tuesday, at 11 a.m. 
This unique class fuses movement with 
thinking challenges to get those brain 
cells firing. 

Rick Pettit

Candler Hills
Men’s Golf

• Impact Hurricane-rated Windows
• Impact Patio Doors
• Impact Hurricane-rated Windows
• Impact Patio Doors

$600
ON WINDOWS 

$500
ON DOORSReceive up to $1100 IN FEDERAL TAX CREDITS* 

WINDOWS • PATIO DOORS • INSULATED SIDING • HURRICANE PROTECTION

This Window World® franchise is independently owned and operated by Window World of Florida, Inc. d/b/a Window World of Ocala under license from Window World Inc. Fully 
licensed & insured. License No. CBC1258574 Previous sales are excluded and o�ers cannot be combined. 1All payments based at 6.99% APR for 48 months. Bank approval needed. 
Must qualify. Ask for details. 2Subject to credit approval. Ask for details. *Select products only. Ask for details. For more information, consult your tax advisor and visit EnergyStar.gov.

Lifetime Limited Warranty
Guaranteed Low Pricing

SPECIAL FINANCINGSPECIAL FINANCING
AVAILABLE2

LIMITED TIME ONLY!

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

Low-E Coated 
Glass
Hurricane Rated 
White Vinyl

Double Hung 
ENERGY STAR® 
Qualified
Max Size 3ft. x 5ft.

$535 COMPARE
AT

$800

ASK FOR DETAILS.

Six Hurricane 
Rated Windows 
ENERGY STAR® 
Rated Glass 

ENERGY STAR® 
Qualified
No Hidden Fees

HOUSE FULL OF WINDOWS

$118 PER
MONTH1

JUST 48 MOS.

INSTALLED

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

Hurricane Rated 
White Vinyl
Double Hung
 

Insulated
Max Size 
3ft. x 5ft.

$385 COMPARE
AT

$600
ASK FOR DETAILS.

STARTING AT

YOU CHOOSE!
PICK WHAT’S RIGHT FOR YOU 

AND YOUR ENERGY BILLS!  

- Angela & Brian Wall,
Local Owners

“Not only do we stand 
 behind our windows...
we stand on them!”®

SEE OUR COMPLETED
PROJECTS

352-820-3176
WindowWorldOcala.com

35 SW 57th Ave., Ocala, FL

FREE IN-HOME QUOTES!

On Top of the World understands the 
needs of older adults and we are here to 
help! Our fitness programs are designed 
to help keep you live a strong and in-
dependent life. For more information 
on any of these classes, you can check 
the fitness schedules that are included 
in the monthly World News or you can 
check OTOWInfo.com or call me at 353-
387-7532.

It is here! Beautiful weather for golf 
has arrived at Candler Hills Golf Course. 
Time to grab your neighbor and get 
them signed up. 

We are 172 strong and adding each 
month. Thank you for all you do. The 
board would also like to thank our pro-
fessional staff at Candler Hills for all 
they do – Denise and Trey. They have 
everything ready for Tuesday morn-
ing even after last minute cancelations. 
Thank you.

The board would also like to thank 
Dave Falcone and Danny Ball for their 
past service and hard work. They are 
leaving the board and will be tough to 
replace. What that means is we will have 
a couple openings for anyone who wants 
to run for an open position. Please see a 
board member if interested.

Congratulations to Charlie Taylor 
on his eagle on hole number 15 during 
play Tuesday, Aug. 29. Remember if you 
make eagle or shoot your age, please re-
port this to the golf shop so we can re-
cord this. 

Candler Cup Standings
228–Joe Jingco. 225–Dave Falcone. 212–Bill 
Scholp. 211–Ken Zweiback.

Low Net (Individual)
Aug. 29

Flight 1: 66–Wes Wendt
Flight 2: 74–Jeffrey Holmes & Bill Gurbisz.
Flight 3: 74–Paul Rubly
Flight 4: 70–Jim Weaver
Flight 5: 70–Rusty Zarrell
Flight 6: 71–Joe Dunnack

Two Best Balls Net

Sept. 5
Flight 1: 126–Rick Pettit, Brian Bennett, Paul Rubly, 
Jim Weaver
Flight 2: 126–David Metzger, Gerry Messenger, 
Louis Heger, Joe Dunnack.

Again, please remember to repair a 
couple of ball marks on each green, fill 
in your divots, and keep carts 30 feet 
from all tees and greens. It is your golf 
course, take pride in it and do all you 
can to keep it in tip top shape. We should 
all be proud to bring guests in and show-
case our golf course. 

As always, I leave you with this, “You 
swing your best when you have the few-
est things to think about.” – Bobby Jones

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR
Pick up after your pet.

OTOWInfo.com
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Phil Panzera

Billiards Club

Dennis Baker

Cycling Club

The Wheeling Around the World Cy-
cling Club meets on Tuesdays, Thurs-
days, and Saturdays (weather permit-
ting) for meet and match rallies, where 
rides are set up on the spot according 
to the abilities and desires of those who 
show up. Most rallies originate from the 
Power Park. Special rides or excursions 

This month we held the club’s an-
nual Eight-Ball Tournament, with 37 en-
trants. The handicapped event was open 
to all club members. 

One of our new members, Mike Ro-
mano, stepped into the circle of our 
better players, winning first place with 
style, clever play, and good shooting. 
Carl Spotts and Bob Laslett had a very 
close match for second and third places, 
but Carl edged out Bob by a single ball in 
a dramatic sudden death shootout.

Debbie Radicchi was the top ladies 
finisher and took fourth place. Both Carl 
and Debbie are regular room players, 
demonstrating that the handicap system 
can work well to give anyone a chance 
a win.

Bob Kuebler and Gary Schroeder fin-
ished tied for fifth, and Pat Murphy and 
Joe Amigliore finished tied for seventh 
place.

We had a lovely social event last 
month at The Lodge at Candler Hills, 
an Italian festa, with food catered from 
Olive Garden (the chocolate cheesecake 
was to die for). The 142 attendees were 
treated to a captivating performance by 
Miranda Madison, a vintage songstress 
who transported us to a bygone era with 
some soulful tunes. 

We had several door prizes and give-

Photo by Phil Panzera 

Annual eight-ball champions: Mike Romano, Carl Spotts, Bob Laslett and Debbie Radicchi. 

aways, and Richie Carrano was the hap-
py winner of a new J. Flowers cue with 
a carbon fiber shaft, turquoise inlays, 
a white lizard wrap, and a carbon fiber 
extension. We’ll have another cue raffle 
next year.

It’s not easy to display moxie at a 
dinner-dance, but Carl Spotts and Edi 
Piasecki gamely succeeded by stepping 
up for a breadstick speed eating com-
petition. A very gutsy but much smaller 
Edi gave Carl a run for his money, but as 
usual, the bigger guy (and mouth) won.

Anecdote of the Month: While attend-
ing a billiard tourney on the evening of 
April 24, 1906, Mark Twain was called on 
to speak. He told this story.

The game of billiards has destroyed 
my naturally sweet disposition. Once, 
when I was an underpaid reporter in 
Virginia City, whenever I wished to play 
billiards, I went out to look for an easy 
mark. One day a stranger came to town, 
and when he proposed a game, I an-
swered, “All right.”

“Just knock the balls around a little 
so that I can get your gait,” he said; and 
when I had done so, he remarked, “I 
will be perfectly fair with you. I’ll play 
you left-handed.” I felt hurt, for he was 
cross-eyed, freckled, and had red hair, 
and I determined to teach him a lesson. 
He won first shot, ran out, took my half-
dollar, and all I got was the opportunity 
to chalk my cue.

“If you can play like that with your 
left hand,” I said, “I’d like to see you 
play with your right.”

“I can’t,” he said. “I’m left-handed.”

are occasionally scheduled by group 
members. The Santos Trail here in Oca-
la, and the Withlacoochee Trail in Dun-
nellon, Hernando, and Inverness are fa-
vorite haunts of club members. 

The club welcomes and accommo-
dates all residents and guests interested 
in cycling regardless of cycling ability. 
Beginner, intermediate, or advanced? 
All are welcome! 

For information, contact Dennis 
Baker at dbaker@laposte.net or 352-562-
0088. Join our Facebook group (Wheel-
ing Around the World Cycling Club).

Cooler weather is here! Grab your hel-
met and let’s ride!

OTOWInfo.com

FREE ARBOR FITNESS CENTER  
ORIENTATIONS & POSTURE ASSESSMENTS

Posture Assessments – Tuesdays, at 1 p.m. 

Orientations – Thursdays, at 1 p.m.

352-854-8707 ext. 7638
Space is limited. Call for an appointment.
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Tamara Stanford

Line Dancing

Michele Vieira

New Circle Squares

The Saturday, Sept. 2 special dance, 
held at the Recreation Center Ballroom, 
with visiting square dance caller from 
Texas, Mike Bramlett was a blast. There 

Photo by Michele Vieira

Dancers at the recent International Bacon Day celebration.

was a recipe contest and donations of 
$275 was collected to be donated to 
Brother’s Keeper Soup Kitchen. 

Square dance lessons will begin 
Wednesday, Oct. 4. Meet us at the Arbor 
Conference Center Dance Studios III-IV 
at 2:00 p.m. Caller Dave Vieira will be 
teaching. Dave calls dances all over the 
world and has over 45 years’ experience. 
Check out Dave’s website at SquareDan-
ce4U.com.

The line dance August social was a 
spectacular success with 95 dancers in 
attendance!  Kathy Cornell hosted the 
dance, and the theme was “Dancing 
Around the World.” Many dancers wore 
international outfits such as a Hawaiian 
dress and flower lei, a South American 
poncho, and a Swiss Miss outfit. It was 
a great event with lots of fun music and 
comradery. 

As always, there was a contra dance. 
The dancers stood in a very large circle 
and stepped to the Greek dance, Ghost 
Train. The music changes speed and the 
step pattern takes the dances in differ-
ent directions. Dancing to Ghost Train 
always results in missteps, big smiles, 
and laughter. 

During dance breaks, there were tick-
et drawings for prizes. The winners for 
August were Edna Frye, Jodi Kanner, Bill 
Bachmann, and Rosalie Graziano. Fu-
ture Saturday socials are being planned 
for the coming months.

Thursday dancing continues at The 
Town Square from 7 to 8:30 p.m. There 
is a large variety of dances and music 
on Thursday. There are volunteer dance 
leaders for attendees to follow. However, 
there is no formal teaching at this event. 
Join us for dancing to fun music and vis-
iting with your neighbors.                                                        

Registration for the 2023/2024 dance 

Photo by Tamara Stanford 

Line dance social. 

season is available now but will end 
in mid-October. Passes are sold in the 
Recreation Center on the ground floor. 
There are separate classes for Absolute 
Beginner, Beginner Level I, and Begin-
ner Level II/Improver. These three class-
es will continue through the end of June.

There is a fourth class, Absolute Be-
ginner Newcomer, that is available from 
September through December. This 
class will be combined with the Abso-
lute Beginner class in January.

The Absolute Beginner class is an 
introduction to line dance. Basic line 
dance steps and simple step patterns are 
used in dances at this level. Absolute Be-
ginner Newcomer will learn the dances 
taught to Absolute Beginners.

Entry to Beginner Level I requires 
a complete season of Absolute Begin-
ner with familiarity of basic steps. Easy 
dances with some different step patterns 
are introduced at this level.

Beginner Level II/Improver partici-
pation requires knowledge of basic line 
dance steps and combinations. The 
dances include low impact movement to 
different rhythms, tempo, and step pat-
terns. New step combinations are taught 
as needed. Current popular dances are 
taught at this level.

Line dance passes are sold in two-
month blocks. The cost is $20 for 
two months. The passes also include 
Wednesday practice at the Arbor Con-
ference Dance Studios II-IV.

For detailed information about line 
dancing, contact instructor Darlene 
Miller at 352-259-3695.
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LARGEST SELECTION OF INDOOR
& OUTDOOR FANS ANYWHERE!

Ocala 2701 SW College

DansFanCity.com

352-237-6999
Design Your Own Fan Parts & Services Available

Locally Owned & OperatedIn-Store Warrannes

49

GZINSTALL

99$

11/05/23

Titan II
DC Motor
WiFi Enabled
Damp Rated

Designs For
Every Style!

Annette Bunck

Women’s Softball

Greg Kuty

Buckeye Social Club

James "Buddy" Head
352-387-7559
james_head@otowfl.com

Fit Tips

Benefits of Core Strength
Core strength is critical for function-

ing well and reducing fall risk! The core 
is the group of trunk and hip muscles 
that surround the spine, abdominal re-
gion and hip. Core muscles are essen-
tial for proper load balance within the 
spine, pelvis, and kinetic chain. They 
spare the spine from excessive load and 
are essential for keeping you upright.

When our core muscles are weak, we 
tend to slouch, causing back discomfort 
and pain. Improving your core strength 
will keep you from slouching and help 
you maintain trunk stability, which eas-
es your back pain over time. Strong core 
muscles are instrumental and helping 
us to do those daily activities like walk-
ing up and down stairs, bending down 
to tie our shoes, and getting out of bed in 
the morning. If you participate in sports 
activities, strong core muscles will help 
you swing a golf club better, run easier, 
and swim laps better. As you can see, we 
need core strength to be able to do all 
our daily activities and to do those extra-
curricular activities that bring joy and 
satisfaction to our lives! Below are some 
simple exercises you can do at home to 
help you develop and maintain better 
core strength.
FIT TIP #1: Seated Chair Crunch – Sit 

tall with your shoulders aligned directly 
over your hips. Then slowly and with 
control bring your shoulders towards the 
chair back, keeping your trunk straight. 
Do two sets of 10 to 12 repetitions.
FIT TIP #2: Standing Bird Dog – Stand 

next to or directly behind a chair (if 
balance support is needed), brace your 
core, lift opposing knee, and arm. Alter-
nate to perform two sets of 10 to 12 rep-
etitions.
FIT TIP #3: Glute (Hip) Bridge – Lie on 

your back with knees bent and feet flat 
on the floor, bracing your core contract 
your gluteal muscles and lift your hips 
up. Do two sets of eight to 10 repetitions.

If you need further instruction, or 
would like to set up an appointment 
for personal training, please call me at 
the Recreation Center at 352-861-7638 x 
7531.
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Seated chair crunch.

Photo by Cammy Dennis

Standing bird dog.
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Blute (hip) bridge.

The Ohio State Buckeyes Social Club 
kicked off its 2023 football game watch 
on Saturday, Sept. 2. Twenty-five club 
members joined together at The Pub 
Derby Room to cheer on the Buckeyes 
victory over Indiana. 

With over 60 members and growing 
we are always looking for fans of Ohio 
State University to join ranks. You don’t 
need to be a graduate or have attended 
the university or even be from Ohio. The 
main requisite of our club is you are a 
fan of everything Ohio State. 

During football season, for all day 
and early afternoon games, we meet for 
a game watch in the Derby Room. Night 
games are hosted at the homes of vari-
ous club members. 

Outside of football season we have an 
annual meeting/potluck, plans for a pic-
nic in the summer and other events that 
members have an interest in partaking. 
For more information and/or an applica-
tion to join this club, contact Club Sec-
retary Karen Penrod at kdp3557@gmail.
com. 

Photo by Dave Ruhlen 

Club officers Vice President Becky Green, Sergeant-at-Arms Dennis Green, Secretary Karen Penrod, Treasurer Paul Siders, and 
Co-Presidents Liz and Gary Kuty.

We are back after a summer break. 
Our time slot for the softball field is now 
Saturdays instead of Fridays. Thanks to 
Sandra with Co-Ed Recreational Softball 
team, we can meet at 10:30 a.m. 

Would love to have any woman who 
wants to get some exercise and have 
some fun. No, you do not have to run. 
Yes, we do have extra gloves. Any other 
questions, please call me at 352-615-
2882.

HANDICAP EQUIPMENT
Handicap equipment is loaned free to residents 

during their convalescent term – walkers, 
crutches, canes or wheelchairs. For more 

information, call the  
Recreation Center at 352-854-8707 x7534.
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Bryan Tully

Elite Men's Softball

Lois Nix

Ladies  
Shuffleboard

Vern Kessler

Horseshoes Club

Walt Lamp

Shuffleboard

Paula Hammonds

Bocce Club

The horseshoe pits at the Veterans 
Park are there for everyone’s use. They 
can be used any day of the week, night, 
or day, as the pits have lights for those 
inclined to try horseshoes after dark. 
There are shoes for everyone’s use, 
hanging on hooks located at the end of 
the pits. The Horseshoe Club is encour-
aging anyone who has the least little bit 
of interest, to come out to the pits and 
give pitching horseshoes a try. 

Pitching by the club members con-
tinues every Tuesday, at 9 a.m. We have 
started to record our scores and ringer 
totals for each or the games pitched. 
The members who pitched on Tuesday, 
Sept. 5 have an established handicap for 

future competition. We try not to let our 
Tuesday pitching interfere with anyone 
coming out just to see what the club is 
about and to give pitching shoes a try.

The Horseshoe Club is anticipating 
joining the tri-county traveling league. 
Play will possibly start early December 
and run through March 2024. The club 
will be working hard to repeat some of 
the previous year’s accomplishments. 
Hopefully, we will be able to repeat the 
years of 2013, 2019 when the club won 
first place championships.

We have members of the club who 
practice most Thursdays, at 10 a.m. This 
is a great time to come out and try pitch-
ing shoes. Any club member present 
will be more than happy to help anyone 
to understand horseshoes. 

Vern Kessler will answer any ques-
tions that you might have concerning 
pitching horseshoes or about the Horse-
shoe Club. Just text or give me a call at 
321-268-3179.

Bocce ball is fun, exciting, and you 
never know who you will be playing 
with or against, due to the luck of the 
draw. So come and meet some new 
friends for some exciting fun and good 
times. Please come early and sign in so 
that we can know how many players we 
have. We only have a limited number of 
spaces. We play two games, and every-
one picks a card to determine teams and 
courts. The courts are located between 
the Arbor Activity Center and the pool.

Open bocce is played Mon-
day, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday at 
8:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. The new season 
for league play begins Tuesday, Oct 3, at 
9 a.m. League play will remain on Tues-
days, at 9 and 11 a.m., and Thursdays at 
10 a.m. The schedule for the league has 
been posted on the bulletin board.

There will be no bocce the weeks of 
Nov. 26 and Dec. 25 for the holidays. 
League play will resume Tuesday, Jan 
2, 2024. If you are interested in playing 
or would like to be a sub, please contact 
Terry Connolly at 352-362-7284.

The league best of bocce will be 
played at 9 a.m. April 22, 2024, and the 
open best of bocce will be played April 
23, 2024, at 9 a.m. The bocce banquet 
will be March 3, 2024, from 4 to 7 p.m. in 
the Recreation Center Ballroom.

Dues for the 2023/2024 season will 
be $12. Please have exact amount when 
turning in your dues to your league cap-
tain. Dues are expected to be paid the 
second week of league play. Dues cover 
the cost of liability insurance and part of 
the annual banquet.

All members are expected to pay dues 
and sign a release form, whether you 
play in the league, or play open bocce. If 
joining after the season begins, dues will 
be prorated. A directory is in the storage 
unit which contains an alphabetical list 
of all members.

Please make sure you have entered 
your name and contact information.

Further information is available by 
stopping by to check the game out or 
by calling at Terry Connolly at 352-362-
7284. Come roll with us …

As we head into fall, things are heat-
ing up for the inaugural team in the Elite 
Men’s Softball Club. Starting Monday, 
Oct. 23, the team will participate in the 
Plantation 2023 one pitch tournament in 
Leesburg, Florida. There will be eight 
teams in a round robin format with all 
players in all games batting with a three 
to two count. 

As the initial On Top of the World rep-
resentative in the Sun & Fun Tri County 
Senior Softball League, the club is get-
ting ready for the bi-weekly season 
scheduled to begin in early November.

The team will be competing in Divi-
sion 1, which consists of over 800 play-
ers in seven divisions. The goal of the 
club, in the near future, is to have an 
additional team competing in Division 
2 or 3, drawing from the pool of exist-
ing players here in the community who 
would like the idea of adding a little 
playoff atmosphere to their weekly soft-
ball time. 

With the home/away format of the 
bi-weekly schedule, it will be an excel-
lent opportunity to “wave the On Top 
of the World flag” in the various locales 
the teams will compete in. Conversely, 
when home games are scheduled, the 
goal will be to exhibit the kind of com-
munity spirit that will make the games 
memorable and leave opposing teams 
looking forward to playing again on our 
turf.

For any inquiries or to sign up for the 
club, please call 352-509-6212 or email 
EliteMensSoftballClub@gmail.com. 

For those folks who already attended 
our first teaching class this month, we 
certainly hope you had fun and learned 
something about shuffleboard.  The next 
class is Saturday, Oct. 14, at 11 a.m.  Paul 
Hodges will teach the class with spot-
lights on learning the rules, scoring 
safety, and the basics for shooting the 
disc.  Open-toed shoes are not permit-
ted.  It will be held at the Veterans Park 
at the shuffleboard courts.

We just started our newest season on 
Tuesday, Sept. 5.  But we have no new 
standings or won/lost totals yet.  We are 
also planning new items for this upcom-
ing season but have not finalized them.

Remember, our weekly schedule is 
Monday, at 9 a.m.; Tuesday, at 1 p.m.; 
and Thursday, at 9 a.m.  The ten-pin 
game schedule is Tuesday and Thursday, 
at 6:30 p.m. and Saturday, at 9:00 a.m.

If you need information or have ques-
tions, please call Jane Boyer at 352-509-
7142 or Walt Lamp at 352-304-8711.

Welcome fall! It will be a delight shuf-
fling! 

Our season began with over 50 wom-
en signing up.  Our club season is from 
September through May.  We play Mon-
days, at 5:30 p.m.; and Wednesdays, at 
8:30 and 10:45 a.m.  The ladies do have a 
choice when they want to shuffle. Once 
they choose the time and day, their 
weekly score will only count on the day 
of choice.  

Shuffling can be a challenge. There is 
skill and technique to it.  Many of the la-
dies have learned to shuffle well. You can 
hear us whooping and hollering when a 
good shot has been accomplished.  

Our two established clubs (the mixed 
club is over 35 years and the ladies’ is 
over eight years) have the responsibility 
to maintain the courts and equipment.  
On Top of the World only supplies cer-
tain equipment if it is in the budget and 
is needed. There is equipment for non-
club members to use along the side of 
the storage building.  Please follow the 
rules set by On Top of the World – no 
open-toed shoes, no food or drink, all 
guests must be accompanied by a resi-
dent. Residents must have their resident 
ID or Gateway of Services pass.  

We welcome new members at any 
time.   Join us if you want to have fun, 
make new friends, and learn how to 
shuffle.  Our yearly dues are $10. Dues 
help us to buy chalk, wax etc.  See you 
on the courts.  Happy shuffling.

LOST OR FOUND A PET?
Call the SPCA of Marion County  hotline at 352-362-0985.

RECYCLE OFTEN. 
RECYCLE RIGHT.

Visit OTOWInfo.com for a list of  
acceptable items to recycle.

ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala
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Pete Feliciano

Softball

Such was the summer of ‘23 as the vic-
torious members of our Softball Club’s 
Moneyball team led by Joe Matriccino 
overcame the hot arid winds of the soft-
ball field to win the coveted AmeriNats 
Championship trophy. Congratulations 
to Joe, Dave Emmons, Phil Franklin, Tito 
Rivera, Dave “Spyder” Rearick, John Mi-
chaels, Barry Cuoco, Scott “Yogi” Ganz, 
Victor Gonzalez, Dale Cason, and Luis 
Zambrano for an all-time best win/loss 
record of 18/2.

Led by Brad Youngberg, on Labor 
Day the board of directors, Jed Blair, 
Stephen Tate, Dave “Cork” Clune, Tom 
Laccone, and Wayne Dodson brought 
us the beginning of the 2023 Fall Season 
organizing 116 players into two divisions 
(National and American) with 10 teams 
playing three days per week. Starting 
with the highly competitive National Di-
vision consisting of 47 players organized 
in four teams like the Corked Bats, Tri-
ple Play, We R Family and Drama Free. 
Then comes the spirited recreational 
American Division fielding 74 players 
in six teams including Cookie Monsters, 
Chucky’s Gang, Boomers, Volcanos, 
Clutch Hitters and Swing Kings - of all 
these you are bound to find a favorite…

The game schedule brings the com-
munity a spectator extravaganza with 
the opportunity to watch 150 games 
over a 15-week period. Mondays permit 
four games to be played from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m., while Wednesdays and Thursdays 
allow three games per day from 9 a.m. 
to noon. So come on out, bring some 
refreshments, a picnic meal, and enjoy 
a game or two as the autumn season 
brings us cooler temperatures.

Club members Rick Munsell, Stu 
Martin, Everett Adrian, and I are plan-
ning the second annual Veterans Classic 
Softball Tournament to honor our mili-
tary veterans. Veterans are cordially in-
vited to register as players or join us as 
spectators rooting for your favorite team 
(Army, Navy, Marines/Coast Guard, or 
Air Force). Activities will start at 8:30 
a.m. including three softball games, 
lunch from So Yummy BBQ & Grill food 
truck, home run derby and presentation 
of the championship trophy. We look 
forward to seeing you on Friday, Nov. 10. 

Sandra Byczek

Co-Ed Recreational  
Softball

With fall arriving, we are changing 
the starting time to 8:45 a.m. for light 
stretching and 9 a.m. for game time ef-
fective Saturday, Oct. 7. If you are on our 
Co-Ed Softball email distribution, we 
will send out an email to remind you. 

As a Co-Ed Recreational Softball Club, 
we have access to the softball field from 
8 a.m. to noon on Saturdays. Our games 
usually go four innings and take approx-
imately two and a half hours to finish. 

For new players, we have extra equip-
ment like gloves and bats for all player 
levels. If you don’t like running the 
bases, we can assign a substitute runner 
for you. Everyone gets to bat each in-
ning and the winner is the team with the 
most runs. For the new participants who 
haven’t played in years, we are a little 
more forgiving if they need additional 
pitches to hit the ball while batting. The 
most important thing is to have fun with 
friends and neighbors. 

We have so many loyal dedicated team 
players. This month we are spotlighting 
Karen and Kevin Jensen. They started 
coming to Co-Ed Softball because Kar-
en enjoyed playing in high school and 
wanted to start playing again. Kevin 

Photo courtesy of Karen and Kevin Jensen

Karen and Kevin Jensen.

plays on the men’s softball league but 
comes with Karen on Saturdays because 
they both enjoy the friendly people and 
playing in a stress-free environment. 
Karen and Kevin are involved in numer-
ous activities. They play cards, billiards, 
cornhole, golf, and many outdoor activi-
ties. Our community’s active lifestyle 
was one of the reasons they moved here. 

Karen continues to work with United 
Health Group from home and has for 
over 22 years. Kevin retired with 40 years 
of teaching math and coaching various 
sports. They met at a wrestling match 
where their boys were on the same team. 

One of their favorite pastimes is trav-
eling. They have traveled all over the 
world. Karen’s most interesting adven-
tures were her travels on an African sa-
fari, the Galapagos Islands and Machu 
Pichu. Kevin’s most interesting adven-
tures have been the four Olympics he’s 
attended. Although they stay very active, 
they do enjoy some off campus activities. 
Karen enjoys kayaking at Silver Springs 
State Park and Kevin enjoys strawberry 
malts from Mr. B’s Big Scoop Ice Cream.

If you are interested in participating 
in the Co-Ed Recreational Softball or 
finding out more about it, please come 
to the softball field on Saturday, at 9 a.m. 
If you have any questions, please send an 
email to otowcoedsoftball@gmail.com. 

“If you get three strikes, even the 
best lawyer in the world can’t get you 
off.” – Bill Veeck

Photo by Joe Matriccino

Dave Emmons, Phil Franklin, Tito Rivera, Dave Rearick, John 
Michaels, Barry Cuoco, Joe Matriccino, Scott Ganz, and Victor 
Gonzalez (not pictured Dale Cason and Luis Zambrano).

Visit sites.google.com/view/otowvcst for 
more information.

Thanks to our club members busily 
helping Marion County’s participants 
in the Special Olympic Games hosted 
by Disney’s at Wide World of Sports for 
early November.  We salute Brad Young-
berg, Rex Heitz, Tom Laccone, Brian 
Tully, and Ralph “Rafi” Mazzio.

If you are interested in joining our 
club, the process starts with signing 
up to our new player orientation (NPO) 
program. NPO’s new schedule (change 
from last month) invites folks to meet at 
the softball field on Mondays, from 2 to 3 
p.m. Visit otowsoftball.org/new-players 
for more information.

Special thanks to management as con-
struction of our new elevated press box 
has been completed.  If you have any 
questions or suggestions, please contact 
Pete at petefeliciano352@gmail.com.

BULKY TRASH?
For bulky trash, schedule 

pickup by calling 866-684-3142.
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All the events, fun and more!

By Jim Lynam
You are invited! The Model Railroad-

ers Club is hosting a Halloween open 
house on Saturday, Oct. 28, Monday, 
Oct. 30, and Tuesday, Oct. 31, which is 
Halloween. The Hobby Building Model 
Train Room will be open from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. each day for visitation and tours.

Halloween is a holiday celebrated 
each year on Oct. 31. The tradition origi-
nated over 2,000 years ago with the an-
cient Celtic festival of Samhain. Their 
new year started on Nov. 1. This day 
marked the end of summer, the har-
vest, and the beginning of the dark, cold 
winter. Celts believed that on the night 
before the new year, the boundary be-
tween the worlds of the living and the 
dead became blurred. It was believed 
that on the night of Oct. 31, the ghosts of 
the dead returned to earth. The people 
would light bonfires and wear costumes 
to ward off the ghosts. 

By 43 AD, the Roman Empire had con-
quered the Celtic territory. They incor-
porated two festivals of Roman origin 
with the celebration of Samhain. The 
first was Feralia when the Romans com-
memorated the passing of the dead. 
The second was to honor Pomona, the 
Roman goddess of fruit and trees. This 
might explain the tradition of bobbing 
for apples on Halloween.

In the eighth century, Pope Gregory 
III designated Nov. 1, as All Saints Day 
as a time to honor all saints and martyrs. 
In 1000 AD, the church made Nov. 2, All 
Soul’s Day to honor the dead. Soon, All 
Saints Day incorporated some of the tra-
ditions of Samhain. The evening before 
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A diorama of a haunted house will be displayed at the Halloween open house.

Halloween Open House
was known as All Hallows Eve, and later 
became Halloween. 

During colonial times in America, the 
celebration of Halloween was extremely 
limited because of the rigid Protestant 
beliefs. As other European ethnic groups 
meshed, a distinctly American version 
of Halloween began to emerge.

Over time, Halloween evolved into a 
day of activities like trick-or-treating, 
carving jack-o-lanterns, festive gath-
erings, donning costumes and eating 
treats. Today, Americans spend an es-
timated $ 6 billion annually on Hallow-
een, making it the country’s second 
largest commercial holiday after Christ-
mas.

The Model Railroaders invite you to 
our Halloween open house to view our 
celebration of Halloween. A diorama of 
a haunted house with lights and sounds, 
complete with flying monkeys, ghosts 
and goblins will cast a spell on your 
imagination. The haunting sounds of 
the passing steam engine’s whistle will 
add to the spooky sounds of Halloween.

The club encourages you to visit the 
Hobby Building Model Train Room any 
Friday, from 2 to 4 p.m. The Model Rail-
roaders Club is always looking for new 
members, and you are welcome to join 
us. Our next club meeting is scheduled 
for 9 a.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 4, in the 
Hobby Building Event Room. If you have 
any questions, please call Jim Lynam at 
352-861-2822. 

Enjoy Oktoberfest and happy Hallow-
een to all!

The talents of our group continue to 
be amazing. Sharing this month, the tal-
ents of three of our members. Ruth Ann 
Greenfield made herself an awesome 
crocheted top. One of our newer mem-
bers, Kim Wind, completed a beautiful 
blanket for her daughter. Karen Lowe 
created a pink hoodie and a cute yellow 
dress for a little girl. 

Handcrafting of All Kinds
By Jan Spielvogel

Every time we meet on Mondays – 
blankets, scarves and/or hats are pro-
vided for the various charities that we 
support.  It is inspiring to see and great 
fun to admire the completed items that 
are “shown” to the group whether they 
are a donation, or something made for a 
friend or family. 

Happy Hookers is open to all resi-

dents.  We meet year-round on Mon-
days, from 1:30 to 3 p.m. in the Hobby 
Building Art Room. There are no dues, 
agenda, or penalties for missing a meet-
ing, arriving late, or leaving early.  Life 
can and does interfere at times, and we 
would hate for that to hold you back. 

What we do have is a group of ladies 
busy with crocheting, knitting, needle-
pointing, card crafting, embroidering, 
and handcrafting of all kinds. This is 
a very talented group that’s never too 
busy to help someone with a difficult 
pattern or stitch. We welcome newcom-

ers with open arms. Attendees should 
bring whatever they happen to be work-
ing on.

If you have any questions about our 
club, you may call Naomi Berman at 352-
873-4328. If you have yarn, pattern books, 
knitting needles, crochet hooks or other  
crafting tools that you no longer have 
a use for, donations are always appre-
ciated.  Please bring them on Mondays 
during our meeting time or contact ei-
ther Ann Gallo at 917-597-2178 or Kath-
leen Frost at 925-960-5945 to arrange for 
pickup.
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Crocheted top.
Photo by Jan Spielvogel

Blanket by Kim Wind. 
Photos by Jan Spielvogel

Pink hoodie and yellow dress by Karen Lowe. 

Our Labor Day “working person” pa-
rade was Saturday, Sept. 2. A few intrep-
id club members decorated their carts 
and enjoyed the appreciation of many 
spectators despite the iffy weather. Our 
supported charities included Interfaith 
Emergency Services, Bears and Blan-
kets, Voices of Change Animal League 
(VOCAL) and Dunnellon Elementary 
School. Thank you to the many folks 
who donated so generously that day. 

Our Halloween parade will take place 
on Saturday, Oct. 28. 

Our club motto is “parade for a 
cause.” The parade starting point serves 
as a location for donating to the local 
charities that we support. Residents 
congregate to make donations of cash Photo by Gavin Karelitz

Parker Robinson, Susan Pulling Robinson, and Oliver.

and supplies, and then they watch our 
parade head out. We all have a lot of fun 
parading around in our “mini floats.” 

Our Facebook group (OTOW Fun with 
Golf Carts) is now at 500! If you have a 
golf cart, please consider decorating 
it (or not) and joining us. For more in-
formation and to receive emails about 
this club, please email otowfunwithgolf-
carts@gmail.com.

All club parades start at the Recre-
ation Center, with lineup and charitable 
donations at 9:45 a.m., and pullout at 
10 a.m. The route for a given parade is 
posted on Facebook (OTOW Fun with 
Golf Carts and OTOW Chat Room). If 
the parade is not coming by your house, 
please come see the action as we leave 
the Recreation Center.

Parading for Charities
By Susan Pulling-Robinson
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Chris Kilbride

Artistic  
Crafts & Gifts

The weekly Artistic Crafts & Gifts 
Tuesday craft show at the Recre-
ation Center Ballroom is from 9 a.m. 
to noon and continues through May. 
Our website ArtisticCrafts.org will give 
you a glimpse of our very talented craft-
ers and artisans. The group started back 
in the early 1990s, and the show has 
grown from seven crafters to now 50 
on Tuesday, with even more online for 
their virtual presence. All resident craft-
ers are welcome to sell virtually on our 
website and inquire about a table at our 
Tuesday show.

This month we feature Beth Layman 
who just arrived here this year with her 
husband, John. They built their first new 
home and selected the model to support 
Beth’s retirement business, jewelry 
making. Their consulting business, Lay-
man & Layman, has taken them to all 
parts of the world, and it was on one of 
those trips that Beth’s passion for jew-
elry making got started.  

Their work helping medical device 
manufacturers improve their processes, 
people, and tools requires a lot of left 
brain thinking and analytical detail. 
However, on one trip, Beth found her-
self in a bead store over the weekend 
because she had nothing to accent a suit 
for an important client meeting the fol-
lowing Monday. Thanks to help from a 
good beading friend, Pinterest, and You-
Tube, she was able to make a necklace 

Photo by Beth Layman

Beth Layman finds unique gemstones to design one-of-a-kind jewelry.

and earrings, and then she was hooked! 
Unleashed that weekend was a whole 
new surge of right brain creativity – the 
colors, shapes, textures, and the tac-
tile feel of the materials captivated her. 
Eight years later, she is the proud owner 
of Dragon Point Jewelry with her pas-
sion to create unique pieces that people 
can wear to help them look their best 
and make their own unique personal 
statement. She loves designing custom 
projects for clients.

Her travels have allowed her to source 
unique materials like gemstones, sea 
glass, and hand-made beads and but-
tons from all over the world. She has col-
lected pounamu (jade) in New Zealand, 
sea glass on the shores of Ireland and 
Puerto Rico, and has purchased hand-
made lamp work beads in Mauritius 
from the artist’s tiny shop. Beth is in-
spired by nature and other forms of art, 
especially paintings. She is currently ex-
perimenting with using polymer clay to 
imitate stained glass, but also loves met-
al work, bead weaving, and stone carv-
ing. Each piece is uniquely designed 
and handmade by Beth who wants 
each wearer to know they are special! 
For those who have never visited on 
Tuesday, please take an hour and go 
by to see the wide variety of qual-
ity items for sale. All vendors are now 
part of our virtual website also, so you 
can see everyone’s crafts even if you 
can’t get to the weekly show. Any ven-
dor can make arrangements for you to 
purchase items throughout the week. 
If you have your own artistic endeav-
or you wish to sell, please contact us 
through our website ArtisticCrafts.org 
where our coordinator Marion can an-
swer all your questions.

Freda Klump

Art Group

The definition of art is the expression 
or application of human creative skill 
and imagination, typically in a visual 
form such as painting or sculpture, pro-
ducing works to be appreciated.

In August, the Art Group had its bi-
annual art display in the Master the Pos-
sibilities living room. As usual there was 
amazing talent and a variety of subjects, 
styles and mediums displayed.

One medium used by our group is the 
ancient medium of watercolor. When 
we were young

and school was starting we would 
gather our new supplies of pencils, cray-
ons, lined paper, and our little metal 

“Prang” paint box.
We don’t think of watercolor being 

around since the beginning of time, but 
it was used by primitives inside caves 
and some of these images still exist. Col-
ors were derived from herbs, minerals, 
and berries.

The ancient Egyptians decorated 
tombs and public spaces with watercol-
ors. During the Middle Ages, European 
monks used water-based paints to deco-
rate the books they elaborately made.

In the 1800s, artists promoted water-
color and brought it to America. Louis 
Prang in 1850, felt the need to make wa-
tercolor available to all school children. 
He approached the American Crayon 
Company with his ideas and so the 

“Prang” paint became a reality and is 
still available today.

We have several artists in the Art 

Photo by Freda Klump

Art by Freda Klump.

Group who are quite creative with water-
color. I finally decided to try watercolor 
after painting for 50 years in oil, acrylic 
and pastels, I found it to be an extremely 
interesting medium. You discover how 
free you can be, which is unusual for me 
since I am a very realistic and detailed 
painter.

Please feel free to join us to work in 
your medium alongside other resident 
artists. You don’t need experience, just 
enthusiasm. Just walk in on any Wednes-
day, from 1 to 4 p.m.; Thursday, or Sat-
urday, from 9 a.m. to noon. For more 
information contact Freda Klump, di-
rector, at 615-336-6863 or fredaklump@
gmail.com.

IRREGULAR WATER USAGE*

• Toilets: A failing flapper (valve seal) can waste up to 200 gallons of water a day. 
• Leaky Faucets/Showerheads: Dripping can range from several gallons to hundreds of gallons 

of water per day. 
• Water Hose: When left on with leaks at the spigot or nozzle. 
• Irrigation System: Automatic irrigation solenoid valves not closing properly or excessive run 

times including multiple program cycles. 
• Water Softeners: Excessively backwashing or the backwash valve failing.

* Water loss is estimated and varies depending on severity of leak.
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CARDS & GAMES

Nancy Grabowski

Bingo Bridge Euchre

Pinochle

Tuesday Night 
By Herb Katz

Aug. 1
1: Bob Hoerr; 2: Jai Kallai; 3: Jackie Nuccio.

Aug. 8
1: Mike Romano; 2: Richard Carroll; 3: Kathy Pinto.

Aug. 15
1: Edith Kolb; 2: Bernard DiGregorio; 3: Robert 
Moravec.

Aug. 22
1: Audrey Stark; 2: Richard Carroll; 3: Walter 
Hickenlooper.

Monday Afternoon
By Carol Johnson

Aug. 7
1: Marlene Floeckher & Joe McKeown; 2: Donna 
Peters & Rad D.; 3: Mary Bloch & Billie Anderson; 4: 
Carol Johnson & Shirley Stolly. 

Aug. 14
1: Billie Anderson & Mary Bloch; 2: Judy Mackowick; 
3: C.J. Daane & Dean Samuels; 4: Steve Sekac & 
Jack Heller.

Aug. 21
1: Caryl Rosenberger & Barb Heller; 2: Mary Bloch & 
Billie Anderson; 3: Pat & Debbie Quinn; 4: Rad D. & 
Donna Peters.

Aug. 28
1: Carolyn Higgins & C.J. Daane; 2: Pat & Debbie 
Quinn; 3: Darlene Clark & Linda Curtiss; 4: Craig 
Ford & Mike Meirick. 

Sept. 4
1: Mike Meirick & Craig Ford; 2: Rik Saffol & Judy 
Mackowiak; 3: Phyllis Silverman & Diane Robinson; 
4: Billie Anderson & Mary Bloch. 

Mah Jongg Junkies
By Joan Castellucci

Come join us for a day of Mah Jongg 
Saturday, Oct. 7, at the Arbor Confer-
ence Center Large Card Room.  Doors 
open at 9 a.m.  but you’re welcome to 
come any time during the day.  Doors 
close at 4 p.m., but you may leave at any 
time.  

You’re welcome to bring your lunch 
or dine out if you prefer.  If you bring a 
bagged lunch, be sure to clean up after 
yourself and take all leftovers home.  

Bring your set and your Mah Jongg 
card.  We play according to National 
Mah Jongg League rules; regular, and 
Siamese.  You’re welcome to make 
your own group of four. No perfumes or 
scents, please.

Please call Joan at 352-304-2149 if you 
have questions.  Hope to see you then.

On any late Wednesday afternoon, 
you’ll find folks taking their seats for 
bingo.  Some come early to have a bite at 
The Pub, others bring some snacks with 
them.  Still others play cards or read, 
some just gab.  Each of them anticipates 
another fun night, hoping to win the 
jackpot which continues to grow.

The raffle tickets go on sale about 3:45 
p.m. and continue until 5:30 p.m.  Strips 
of three tickets are $1 while strips of 10 
tickets are $3.  Then, about 5:40 p.m., 
tickets are drawn, and each lucky win-
ner has $20 to take home.  Anyone lucky 
enough to win three times in an eve-
ning is likely to hear, “Throw ‘em in the 
pool!” But it’s all in good fun ... no one 
has ever met that fate!

Cards for the actual games are sold 
from 4:30 to 5:45 p.m. for $1 per card.  
You must present your resident ID.  
Guests can attend any session except 
super bingo.  Again, we remind you that 
we cannot accept bills larger than $20 or 
coins as payment.  The Pub, however, is 
super when it comes to accepting these.

Bingo is an alcohol-free zone mandat-
ed by State of Florida law.  No one un-
der the age of 18 is allowed in the Rec-
reation Center Ballroom during bingo.  
We stress safety first so please don’t tip 
chairs forward to save one.  Each person 
can save only one seat besides his/her 
own.

Mark your calendar for super bingo 
on Wednesday, Nov. 15.  The prize mon-
ey for this includes 16 games at $75 each 
and four games at $250!  Resident ID 
cards are a must, no one can purchase 
cards without it this evening.  It’s guar-
anteed to be crowded, too:  regulars, our 
returning snowbirds, and our twice-a-
year bingo players!  It’s best to come 
early.

Bingo volunteers are among the best 
folks around!  Think about becoming 
one. Speak with Carl Folkers or Nancy 
Grabowski to sign up, it’s that easy!

Tuesday Night Duplicate
By Bob Kraus

Our group begins play at 6 p.m. on 
Tuesdays in the Arbor Activity Center 
Card Rooms I-II. Please arrive by about 
5:50 p.m. to sign in and allow us to set 
up the game appropriate for the size of 
the group. Bring your partner and $0.50 
per person.

The boards are scored after the game 
and the results emailed to our group. 
The prizes are distributed the following 
week to the top teams.

You can also play occasionally as a 
substitute if that’s what you prefer. Con-
tact us and we’ll put you on our list. For 
more information, you can contact Bob 
Kraus at 352-492-8525.

Aug. 15
North/South

Friday Night
By Mary Bloch

If you are looking for a fun way to kick 
off the weekend, come join us for a spir-
ited evening of euchre.  We meet every 
Friday at 6 p.m. in the Arbor Confer-
ence Center Large Card Room for eight 
rounds of eight games. The entry is free, 
and it only costs a dime when you are eu-
chred. The game is not difficult to learn, 
and we can arrange for a short teaching 
session if you need some coaching.  For 
information, please contact Mary Bloch 
at 614-806-6737 or mary.bloch@yahoo.
com.

Aug. 4
1: Pete Jacob; 2: Diane Rickard; 3: Jean Gillette.

Aug. 11
1: Diane Rickard; 2: Gerry Mills; 3: Lawrence Remer.

Aug. 18
1: Lawrence Remer; 2: Pete Jacob; 3: Phyllis Jarskey.

Aug. 25
1: Karen Jacob; 2: Pete Jacob; 3: Judy Lynch.

Wednesday Afternoon
By Elizabeth Robinson

Aug. 2
1: Carolyn Higgins; 2: Vern Sieber; Cons: Marlene 
Floeckher.

Aug. 9
1: Phyllis Silverman; 2: Mary Bloch; 3: Bruce Gillett; 
4: Dianne Robinson; Cons: Joe McKeown.

Aug. 16
1: Shirley Stolly; 2: Rik Saffol; 3: Vern Sieber; 4: 
Bruce Gillett; 5: Mary Bloch; Cons: Dianne Robinson.

Aug. 23
1: Pat Quinn; 2: Bruce Gillett; 3: Al Kremer; 4: Shirley 
Stolly; 5: Mary Bloch; Cons: Linda Curtiss.

Thursday Afternoon
By Marlene Floeckher

Aug. 3
1:  Debbie Quinn; 2:  Billie Anderson; 3:  Joe McKeown; 
Cons:  Pat Quinn.

Aug. 10
1:    Joe McKeown; 2:    Debbie Quinn; 3:    Judy 
Mackowiak; Cons:  Dianne Robinson.

Aug. 17
1:  Linda Curtis; 2:   Carolyn Higgins; 3:  Rik Saffol; 
4:  Joe McKeown; Cons: Pat Quinn.

Aug. 24
1:  Mary Bloch; 2:  Pat Quinn; 3:  Phyllis Silverman; 
4:  Rik Saffol; Cons:  Beverly Meirick.

Aug. 31
1:  Dianne Robinson; 2:  Carolyn Higgins; 3:  Bruce 
Gillett; Cons:  Mary Bloch.

Mah Jongg

American
By Angela Brady

This weekly game of American Mah 
Jongg is open to all eligible residents. All 
skill levels are welcome. While the game 
will not be taught during this time, play-
ers are willing to help beginners. The 
games begin at 1 p.m. every Thursday, 
in the Arbor Conference Center Large 
Card Room. Please arrive a few minutes 
early as we will draw chips for table as-
signments. After three or four games, 
we will switch tables so we can make 
new friends and change up the game 
play. Come join us for a couple hours of 
fun.

For more information, please con-
tact Angela Brady at 407-403-0861 or ag-
brady@peoplepc.com. Jokers to ya!

Thursday Night
By Jeff & Pam Bell

Come join us at 6 p.m. on Thursdays 
in the Recreation Center Lounge. No 
need to bring a partner; we will pair up 
by luck of the draw and rotate partners 
through the evening. 

We have added a little fun to the game 
– the second prize. Throughout the eve-
ning, anyone who takes a trick using the 
two of the trump suit takes possession of 
the week’s “prize.” The prize can sub-
sequently be taken away by any other 
player who takes a trick with the two of 
trump. Whoever has possession at the 
end of the evening must take the prize 
home. The weekly prizes vary, and each 
prize is of questionable value.

All levels are welcome. 
Aug. 31

1: Paul Agarwal; 2: Jean Krueger; 3: Jeff Bell; 2 Prize: 
Gina Andrejak.

Sept. 7
1: Mike Brody; 2: Pam Bell; 3: Bob Durst; 2 Prize:   
Betsy Brody.

Subscribe for home delivery at ocalagazette.com/subscribe or  
cut along the dotted line, fill out the form and send back to us.

Have questions? Call us at 352.732.0073 and we can walk you through the process.
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press in our hometown.
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1: Linda Ryan and Bill Ryan; 2: Caryl Rosenberger & 
Barbara Heller; 3: Dan Lack & Paul Agarwal.

East/West
1: Bob Kraus & Arlene Loepp; 2: John Baru & Mar 
Valchin; 3: Dennis Wallace & Judi Wallace.

Aug. 22
North/South

1: John Baru & Mar Valchin; 2: Caryl Rosenberger and 
Barbara Heller; 3: Sophie Redman & Jean Krueger.

East/West
1: Connie Campbell & Billie Andersen; 2: Bill Ryan & 
Linda Ryan; 3: Virginia Collins & Gary Moses.

Sept. 5
North/South

1: Caryl Rosenberger & Barbara Heller; Tie for 2: 
Diane Turkin & Gary Moses; and Dennis Wallace & 
Judi Wallace.

East/West
1: Connie Campbell & Billie Andersen; 2: Bob Kraus 
& Arlene Loepp; 3: Brent Powell & Bob Durst.

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST

Receive information about Circle Square 
Commons including the Farmers Market, special 
events, entertainment, The Ranch Fitness Center 

& Spa, Circle Square Cultural Center, Master 
the Possibilities, Mr. B’s Ice Cream Shop,  Sid’s 

Coffee Shop & Deli and more!

Sign up at CircleSquareCommons.com MAINTENANCE REQUEST
WORK ORDERS

Visit OTOWInfo.com > Resident Information > 
Maintenance Request

Complete and submit form.
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Linda Toner

Poetry

David Wesenberg

Toppers Banjo

Helping Hands
I put all my food obsessions
in a bag.
Put your hand in it
and take a grab.

If it was up to me
I’d eat them all.
They talk to me,
I don’t want to fail.

Every Saturday
I’ll ask you to pick.
Just one of them
and do it quick.

So, help me keep
my obsessions in check.
Count me in,
I still need help yet.

With your support 
I can’t go wrong.
I’ll eat that choice,
thanks for helping me along.

Karen DuBois (Demaree) 

Poetry

A Lesson From a Sparrow
I watched a little sparrow,
Outside my windowsill
And couldn’t help but wonder,
Just how this bird did feel.
I whispered to this sparrow
In a passive kind of way,
“Do you not ever worry
How you will eat today?”
The sparrow seemed to answer
In a meek yet cheerful way,
“In the past my Lord did feed me,
He’ll do the same today.”
I bent down to my knees
As to look him in the eyes
And I asked this little sparrow,
“Who holds you when you cry?”
The sparrow then looked back at me
And cheerfully did say,
“In the past, my Lord did comfort me,
He’ll do the same today.”
I got a little closer 
And I asked the sparrow then,
“But are you ever lonely,
And have you any friend?”
Then I asked the sparrow,
“What guarantee have you? 
Do you know with all your heart,
That all these things hold true?”
This sparrow then did sing and shout
And answered me once more,
“There’s no need for me to doubt
The things that I know true.
It’s God who created me,
The same as he did you.”
He’ll cast us not aside, my friend,
Nor leave us all alone.
You are His chosen, don’t you know,
He’s been there all along.

Toppers Banjo meets every Thurs-
day, at 10 a.m. in the Arbor Conference 
Center Music Room. We play and sing a 
wide range of music from the Civil War 
to today. Residents stop by to listen for 
which we are very grateful.

As a result of visitors, the club has 
been growing and has added two more 
banjo members. If you play banjo or are 
hoping to learn, come and join us if you 
want to accompany us, play the banjo, 
acoustic guitar or bass.

It is a joy not just to listen to music, 
but to talk and share music with our 
listeners. Come and join the fun. You 
won’t regret it.

Residents with an ID or Gateway of 
Services pass may join the club.

Call ahead so we know you will be 
there. Members of the band have to step 
away occasionally. If you want more in-
formation about the group as either a 
player or listener, contact David Wesen-
berg at dwesenberg3@cfl.rr.com.

Michelle Migdal

View from  
the Library

Celeste Ng’s emotional family story 
keeps the reader turning the pages of this 
debut novel, “Everything I Never Told 
You.” This family drama was written in 
2014 before the author penned the more 
famous “Little Fires Everywhere.” Here 
she once again demonstrates the ten-
sion between parents and their teenage 
children. The characters bring home to 
the reader how little parents know about 
their children. However, this novel has 
much more depth. It shows a family at-
tempting to be assimilated into Ameri-
can society while experiencing pain at 
every step. The drama and sadness are 
palpable throughout as the reader won-
ders how and if the family members can 
survive. 

The novel begins with the mysterious 
circumstances of 16-year-old Lydia Lee’s 
passing. Although it begins as a murder 

mystery, the story unfolds into much 
more. The tale of her parents and their 
parents’ immigration to America frames 
the back story of their beginnings. Lyd-
ia’s mother’s constant pushing Lydia 
towards a medical career forced Lydia to 
hide her failing physics grades. Lydia’s 
father’s constant pushing her to social-
ize and form friendships forced Lydia to 
hear how unpopular she was at school. 
Lydia’s isolation from friends her age 
at school highlighted her loneliness and 
isolation. Lydia’s relationship with her 
brother Nath and younger sister Han-
nah adds color and a bit of necessary joy 
to her story. The love and frustration of 
all the family members for each other is 
felt throughout the novel. 

Lydia’s relationship with her broth-
er’s friend Jack remains mysterious 
through the first part of the book. The 
reference to the relationship without 
much detail hints at Jack’s possible cul-
pability in Lydia’s possible murder. As 
the tale progresses to the end, the mys-
tery is solved. An understanding of the 
nature of Jack and Lydia’s relationship 
is revealed along with Lydia’s many hid-
den secrets. This emotional book leaves 

the reader with a view of a dysfunction-
al family, their consistent love for each 
other, and their shared loss of a beloved 
family member. 

This book is in paperback, light-
weight, and easy to hold. It can be found 
in the Hobby Building Library in the fic-
tion section under the author’s name. 

LOST OR FOUND A PET?
Call the SPCA of Marion County   

hotline at 352-362-0985.
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Ann Gallo

Sewing Bees

Julie Sloat

Americana
Village

Greetings Americana Village neigh-
bors! With summer on its way out, it 
is time to look ahead to some social 
fun!  We are planning to make all our 
events on a Thursday evening just to 
simplify. Hope this works for most. 
We will begin with our Oktoberfest on 
Thursday Nov. 2. Yes, I realize that’s No-

Kathy & Charlie  
Petrosky

Karaoke Friends

Highlighting singers gives us a chance 
to get to know them better. This month 
we will learn more about Tom Hoskins. 
He keeps telling me he is “not just a 
rocker.” Here is what he would like to 
share.

“I remember music in my house as 
far back as four years old. Dad had been 
sent to Air Force duty in Thailand and 
mom loved to play records. My daily 
soundtrack mixed traditional German 
music, Nat King Cole, Elvis, and ABBA. 
ABBA fast became a favorite with upbeat 
and catchy tunes. On dad’s return, that 
play list expanded with Bad Company, 
Neil Diamond, John Denver, and Glen 
Campbell.

In elementary and junior high school, 

Photo by Bernadette Hoskins

Tom Hoskins.

I enjoyed chorus as an alto. Many songs 
I share with Karaoke Friends come from 
my music heyday of the ‘80s with its 
rock/metal/hair band scene. The thun-
dering drums, guitar wizards, bass mae-
stros, and in your face front men (who 
could sing) hooked me. I made quick 
friends with many “rocker” types, and 
we consumed a never-ending stream 
of concerts by titans like Def Leppard, 
Ratt, Motley Crue, Van Halen, AC/DC, 
Metallica, Poison, Dokken, Whitesnake, 
and Queen. Being half deaf for a day 
or so after being up front and personal 
with my heroes was normal.

As I head banged and threw up the 
devil horns on my hands – I also began 
to appreciate new wave – talented musi-
cians and singers with their synthesiz-
ers, skinny ties, ambiguous androgyny, 
and crazy MTV videos. Acts like Duran 
Duran, Human League, New Order, 
Thompson Twins, Howard Jones, and 
Eurythmics were also on my listening 
rotation.

Later as an Air Force captain, I com-
pleted my musical rounding out after 
being assigned to Dyess Air Force Base 
in Abilene, Texas. Never really a “coun-
try” guy but being single and living in 
the buckle of the Bible belt with lots of 
cute cowgirls demanded adjustments. 
Soon I was hanging in the country dance 
halls where my future wife, Bernadette, 
and her friends would teach me the Two 
Step and have me singing about friends 
in low places.

I take pride in the fact that Kathy 
and Charlie have often never heard the 
songs that I choose to sing. Having been 
shy and fearful of public speaking in my 
formative years, karaoke helped me gain 
confidence being in front of people and 
enabled me to share the music I grew up 
with. Our community has an incredible 
group of talented singers that continues 
to grow, and I am thankful to spend such 
fun times with them. If you have not tak-
en up that mic yet, just do it! You will be 
glad you did.”

Come and join us on the first and 
third Mondays of the month from 5:30 
to 8:30 p.m. in the Arbor Activity Center 
Music Room. This month we meet Oct. 
2 and 16.

vember but it’s what works!  It will be at 
the gazebo at 4 p.m. or at the Arbor Con-
ference Center, if the weather is bad. 
You will receive a flyer from our Paul Re-
vere runners soon. Watch for news and 
details at the mail area. It will be lots of 
fun and will be good to reconnect with 
all of you. Please mark your calendar.

Upcoming in December will be our 
holiday event! It will be held on Thurs-
day, Dec. 7 at 4 p.m. at the gazebo 
(weather permitting).

Positivity and negativity both have the 
same number of letters so let’s choose 
to be positive!  See you all soon!

So glad the “ber” months have ar-
rived. Looking forward to the cooler 
weather, return of the snowbirds, and 
holiday season.

Thank you to all who have donated to 
us. It is certainly appreciated.

It has been a very busy summer. With 
schools opening, we have received sev-
eral requests for quilts. In addition to 
several other deliveries of quilts this 

Photo by Ann Gallo

55 quilts, 42 doll blankets, 16 dolls, 55 pillow friends, 70 items of children’s clothing and 100 early reader books sent to one of our 
agencies.

summer, we recently had an agency pick 
up 55 quilts, 42 doll blankets, 55 pillow 
friends, 70 items of children’s clothing 
and 100 early reader books.

We had several new members join us 
this summer and some are new to the 
community. We know there is a lot of 
talent here and we welcome new mem-
bers.

Join our Facebook group (Sewing 
Bees Club Inc.) to see what magic takes 
place at the hive, stay up to date on what 
we are working on and what our current 
needs are. 

Questions? Call or text Marsha 
Schneer at 813-920-3487 or Ann Gallo at 
917-597-2178.
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Linda Lohr

Rubber Stamp
Greeting Cards

Nancy Grabowski

The New
Pretenders

I know I sound like a broken record, 
but where does the time go?  It seems to 
speed up as we approach the end of the 
year, doesn’t it?  The New Pretenders 
are in full agreement, sensing that our 
newest performances are within sight!

On Friday, Feb. 2, 2024, we will debut 
“Another Opening, Another Show” at 7 
p.m.  We will repeat our offering on Sat-
urday, Feb. 3, at 7 p.m. and once more 
on Sunday, Feb. 4, at 2 p.m.  Each of 
these will be held in the Recreation Cen-
ter Ballroom for those ticket holders.

Tickets are pre-sold throughout Janu-
ary.  We begin the process on Wednes-
day, Jan. 3, 2024, from 8:15 to 10:15 a.m. 
in the Recreation Center Ballroom.  
Then, every Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday, we’ll be there to do it over again.  
Prices remain unaltered so reserved 
seating is $10 and general tickets are $8.  

Through your generous support, the 
dollars that are generated are used as 
charitable donations to local Marion 
County charities.  We have been able to 
assist many in the past; some of those 
are our own Sewing Bees as well as Hos-
pice of Marion County, Ocala Ritz Vet-
erans Village, Brother’s Keeper, Ocala 
Domestic Violence Shelter, Food-4-Kids, 

Photo by Nancy Jennings-Fair

Mary Ann Berardi-Schmitt, Fran Jones, Jeanne Wise, Joe Jones, Fran Allen, Nancy Grabowski, Lorraine Bettica, and Bob Schmitt.

and Interfaith Emergency Services.
Come along with us on an entertain-

ment journey! As you enter the room, 
you’ll notice that is has been trans-
formed into the talent emporium multi-
plex venue.  This has taken much hard 
work and a ton of creativity.  It has also 
inspired our troupe to raise the level of 
its performance, too!  The multiplex has 
stages, practice halls, dressing rooms, 
even a restaurant.  It’s a beehive of ac-
tivity with practices and dress rehears-
als, people coming and going.

There is a sense of wonder as our 
members come on stage, some for the 
first time!  It never ceases to amaze us 
when we look out at a very receptive 
audience, especially when they partici-
pate in our offerings.  We love to see the 
smiles, hear the voices, notice the toes 
tapping!  Of course, your applause in-
spires us to even greater heights!

Something special to note is a bit of a 
“pre-show” session like what you might 
experience in Las Vegas or a comedy 
club!  Our own booking agent, Joe Furfa-
ro, is scheduled to be a part of this new-
est twist.  Joe, who retired as a full-time 
performer, now arranges for The New 
Pretenders to appear in nearby locations 
including Queen of Peace, Marion Land-
ing, and Cherrywood.

Now, “on with the show” …  sit back, 
relax, and enjoy!  Then, perhaps think 
about taking part in future shows.  It’s 
so easy; just speak with any member or 
contact Nancy Grabowski at 352-209-
4699.

Our presenter for Thursday, Sept.7, 
was Dawn Winblad. She offered three 
different cards, all of them adaptable for 
any occasion. We thank Dawn for pro-
viding all the materials and instructions 
to complete these great cards!

Our group is open to all crafters – be-
ginners or those more experienced. One 
or two people do a presentation each 
month. The group meets the first and 
third Thursdays of the month at 1 p.m. 
in the Hobby Building Event Room. 

Anyone can be a presenter and the 
cards do not have to be fancy or compli-
cated. Our group is based on friendship, 
socializing, and helping each other.

For information on any class or for 
general information, contact Connie 
Press at the email below. There are ba-
sic supplies that are needed, such as a 
trimmer, glue, scissors, and card stock. 
Everyone in the group shares their sup-
plies and everyone brings new ideas to 
the table. You are only limited by your 
imagination!

If you feel this might be a class you 
would enjoy, or if you have any ques-
tions, please contact Connie Press at 

Photo by Linda Lohr

Cards presented by Dawn Winblad.

Connie.RubberStampClub@gmail.com. 
You can also find the information for 
each class on our Facebook page. We 
look forward to introducing new people 
to our fun craft. 

Until then, keep on stampin’!

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST

Sign up to receive emails pertaining to news, 
events and activities happening at 

On Top of the World! 

Visit OTOWInfo.com > Join Our Email >  
Opt in > Subscribe

®
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Connie Filip

ShutterBugs
Photography

David Wesenberg

Concert Chorus

The day has arrived. The Concert 
Chorus started with their first rehears-
al in September. Musical packets were 
passed out. Members were welcomed 
and paid their dues. The work began.

The Concert Chorus begins with a 
deep field of directors this fall. Randi 
Schmid and Peggy Bumatay directed our 

spring program. Cheryl Richardson and 
Joanne Housten are new and come from 
a background working together over a 
long career with high school bands and 
choruses. We have been richly blessed 
with talent. And you dear reader have 
also been blessed with talented direc-
tors who will present a sterling program 
of holiday favorites on Saturday, Dec. 2, 
at 7 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 3, at 3 p.m. in 
the Recreation Center Ballroom.

We have a great group of singers, 
many of them new people. Some of our 
numbers are from past choruses. And 
of course, some faces will be sorely 

This is the last of my three columns 
discussing the pros and cons of taking 
photos with a smartphone or a camera.

While smartphone image quality has 
improved, in part due to its artificial in-
telligence software, better photo resolu-
tion still comes from cameras. 

If your photos are of a special occa-
sion, vacation or if they might be en-
larged into prints, a DSLR camera will 
provide better image quality. I recently 
compared the smartphone and DSLR 
photos I’d taken at a polo match. The 
action shot taken with my DSLR was 
sharper and enlarged well, so it was en-
tered in our upcoming photo contest.

Also, a DSLR gives more creative con-
trol. You have absolute control over your 
shutter speed, aperture, and ISO set-
tings. You can create blurred waterfalls, 
bokeh backgrounds and the perfect ex-
posure. While smartphones can simu-
late a lot of these scenarios, they’re only 
as good as their software.

So, while your smartphone has tech-
nical limitations, it has lots of fans for 
its spontaneity. It’s with you when you 
need a camera, and your DSLR can be 
taken when its versatility is needed.

Please mark your calendar for Tues-
day, Nov. 7, at 3 p.m. There will be a 
reception in the Recreation Center to 
speak to our photographers as we reveal 
our annual photo contest winners.

In October, ShutterBug Sue Lassiter’s 
display “My Favorite Things” will be on 
exhibit in Master the Possibilities lobby.

The photo shown here of purple flow-

Photo by ShutterBug Sue Lassiter

Gulf fritillary butterfly. 

ers in contrast to the colors of the Gulf 
fritillary butterfly was taken by Sue in 
her front yard. She says, “It brings a 
smile as it seems this butterfly is stand-
ing proud with his nose up in the air, en-
joying the sweet nectar.”

She loves being able to use her DSLR 
camera and zoom lens to view amaz-
ing details in nature. It helps visualize 
the true beauty of the subject and see 
features impossible to capture with the 
naked eye. The zoom detail on the but-
terfly is mesmerizing: notice the “feath-
ers” on the wings, and the antennae and 
proboscis. 

Sue’s display will include sunrises 
and Florida wading birds (including re-
cent hatchings – and look for the blue 
unhatched egg). Butterflies, flowers, 
horses, and the lighthouse at Cape Look-
out National Seashore round out her dis-
play. Sue says, “Hope you enjoy viewing 
them as much as I enjoyed capturing 
them.” 

I asked Sue what her biggest chal-
lenge was shooting with a DSLR. She 
said it was the speed of her fast-moving 
subjects. There’s no time to adjust set-
tings and focus when her subject is in 
flight. She relies on patience and mul-
tiple shots … and wishes she had more 
time to explore and shoot. 

Want to learn more about digital? 
ShutterBug president, Harry Boyajian 
continues to facilitate our sharing of 
photography tips to improve our skills in 
camera use and editing.

We generally meet for field trips the 
first week of each month, show-n-tell 
the third and an educational class the 
fourth Tuesday at 3 p.m. in the Hobby 
Building Event Room. You can find our 
photo galleries and our club calendar at 
otowspc.com.

For more information, contact Harry 
at 239-336-4804.

missed. But we have a wonderful col-
lection of voices be they soprano, alto, 
tenor, or bass.

There will be some old favorites in 
our fall concert, but there is a lot of new 
and interesting holiday music that our 
wonderful generous audiences have 
made possible with their gifts at our 
concerts. Their generosity has made 
new songs and arrangements possible 
for our performances and their personal 
enjoyment.

For you who love to sing, it is not too 
late to join us if you hurry but with 13 
rigorous rehearsals before us the oppor-

tunity is closing. Otherwise, you can join 
us for the beginning of our spring con-
cert rehearsals in January. 

Our dues are currently $15 per con-
cert season which provides us with mu-
sic, props, and technical audio support 
at our concerts.

The Concert Chorus is open to all resi-
dents. Please be sure to bring your resi-
dent ID or Gateway of Services pass to 
every rehearsal thereafter. 

If you plan to join us, contact Mary 
Ann Majni at flmam68@aol.com for fur-
ther information.
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$799
WAS $1099

CUTLER Sofa
Loveseat: $779

Save  $300

Fo
r e

ve
n m

or
e   

Sa
vin

gs 
 an

d t
o v

iew
 ou

r M
on

th
ly 

Fly
er

, v
isi

t: 
 B

lo
ck

er
sF

ur
ni

tu
re

.c
om

PROMO CODE: WallToWall2023

SHOP IN-STORE or ONLINE
BLOCKERSFURNITURE.COM

WALL TO WALL SALE

10AM — 6PM

*Payments shown based on 48-month financing estimates. Your payments may vary based on your credit approval. See associate for details. Prior sales not included. Due to early advertising deadlines, some items may be sold or out of stock. See or call store for details on total delivery area. Delivery is 
additional. Product photos are for illustration only, actual product may not be as pictured. Not responsible for typographical errors.  Delivery and tax not included. Offer cannot be combined with any other special offers or sales. Excludes clearance items. Other restrictions may apply. See store for details.

up to 60 MONTHS FINANCING
SEE ASSOCIATE FOR DETAILS

UP TO 20% OFF WALL TO WALL SALE PROMO CODE: WallToWall2023

$799
WAS $999

GENOA Sofa
Loveseat: $779

Save  $200
$1999

WAS $2399

GAME PLAN All Leather Power Sofa
All Leather Power Console: $1999

Save  $400

$1399
WAS $1999

CLOVERBROOKE 4 Piece Set:  Sofa, 2 Chairs, 
Coffee Table

$1599
WAS $1999

KANWYN Queen Storage Bed, Dresser,  
and Mirror

Save  $400 Save  $600

ALL OUTDOOR LIVING FURNITURE 25% OFF

25SAVE % OFF                
SELECT  
FLEXSTEEL ITEMS

UP 
TO

Leather
Match

Leather
Match

Patti Doty

Crescent Ridge
Happenings

Carmel Kessler

Williamsburg
Neighbors

October! What a wonderful month to 
celebrate Oktoberfest all month long, 
and of course, Halloween! It would 
be amazing to celebrate some cooler 
weather. We’ll keep our fingers crossed.

Williamsburg neighborhood is hav-
ing a Halloween gathering, Tuesday, 
Oct. 31, at the Veterans Park from 4 to 6 
p.m. Hopefully everyone will be able to 
come and enjoy some great music, fun 
trivia, conversation, and food.

Williamsburg’s own DJ, Brian Mc-
Donald will be providing the musical 
entertainment. Please bring an appe-
tizer or dessert to share. It can be your 

favorite dish, or perhaps something new 
you’d like to try. If the mood moves you, 
please come dressed in any Halloween 
costume that strikes your fancy! 

It will be nice to see our snowbirds 
back among us. If you are new to our 
wonderful neighborhood, please join us 
to meet some new neighbors. With just 
under 200 homes in our area, there are 
always more people to meet. We look 
forward to a fun Halloween time with a 
few surprises!

Put a big star on your calendar mark-
ing Sunday, Dec. 3. The Williamsburg 
holiday fest will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
This great evening takes place at the Ar-
bor Conference Center Dance Studios 
I-III. We will enjoy music by the North 
Loop 4Tet. Dinner will be provided by 
Royal Oaks Catering. The meal will in-
clude salad, two choices of meats, veg-
etables, dessert, coffee, and water. You 

are welcome to bring your own drinks, 
which includes alcohol and set ups. The 
cost of the holiday fest is $30 per person. 
Tickets go on sale at the Halloween gath-
ering.

Volunteers are needed to help with 
the success of the holiday fest. Please 
bring yourself, ideas, and suggestions 
to a meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 10, at 10 
a.m. at Arbor Activity Center Card Room 
I. Many hands make the load light and 
gives everyone a chance to share in the 
Williamsburg holiday spirit. We hope 
you can join us. If you can’t make the 
meeting, please contact Gwen Fabian at 
330-207-6954 or Carmel Kessler at 336-
253-1250 for further information. We 
look forward to a fulfilled holiday time.

If you are new to Williamsburg, wel-
come! Please send our president, Nancy 
Meininger (nancy@nancymeininger.
com) an email with your name(s), ad-

dress, phone number and email so we 
might add you to our master list. Emails 
are periodically sent to let people know 
of upcoming happenings and neighbor-
hood events.

Speaking of events, bocce is played 
every Wednesday, at 4 p.m. Come and 
have fun for an hour or so. Dinner out, 
otherwise known as “table of eight” oc-
curs monthly at various restaurants in 
our area. What a wonderful opportunity 
to engage in some interesting conversa-
tions with neighbors and enjoy a variety 
of delicious food! For further informa-
tion check out the Williamsburg Face-
book page (Welcome to Williamsburg-
OTOW) or contact host Linda McDonald 
at cp12065@gmail.com.

If you have any ideas or suggestions 
that you’d like to see happening in our 
neighborhood, do not hesitate to share 
them. Contact Nancy Meininger at nan-
cy@nancymeininger.com.

October equals football! All Crescent 
Ridge and Crescent Green residents 
are invited to a tailgate at our regularly 

Photo by George Ostrom

September gathering.

scheduled monthly event on Sunday, 
Oct. 8, from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Veterans 
Park pavilion. Please wear your favorite 
team’s jersey. Please bring a side dish to 
share for six to eight people, a beverage, 
and a folding chair in case all the bench 
seats are full. There are grills available 
to anyone who would like to fire one up!

October includes lots of fun holidays 
– International Coffee Day, National 
Taco Day, National Dessert Day, Nation-

al Pasta Day, National Nut Day, National 
Chocolate Day, National Corn Candy 
Day, and, of course, Halloween!

We will be collecting non-perishable 
food donations for Interfaith Emergen-
cy Services (IES) at our November and 
December meetings. Please consider 
stocking up and donating to this very 
worthy cause. To learn more about IES, 
please visit https://iesmarion.org/about. 
We also collect aluminum can pop top 
pull tabs for the Ronald McDonald 
House project and accept them at any 
gathering.

If you are new to Crescent Ridge or 
have a new neighbor, please encour-
age them to join our email database to 

receive neighborhood notices, informa-
tion, etc., by emailing Carol Lewis at 
crescentridgenhn@yahoo.com. You can 
also join our Facebook group (OTOW 
Crescent Ridge Neighbors). We all enjoy 
communicating with our neighbors and 
seeing their posts! 

All Crescent Ridge and Crescent 
Green residents are invited to join us at 
our regular monthly gatherings. These 
gatherings are scheduled for the second 
Sunday of each month from 3 to 5 p.m., 
at the beautiful Veterans Park pavilion. 
Please mark your calendar. We look for-
ward to meeting new and visiting with 
current residents at our next gathering!
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Janice Liberton

Indigo East
Social Committee

Karen Volpe &  
Sharon Hall

Avalon 
Social Group

Carron Janssen

Friendship
Connection

The Indigo East Social Committee 
sponsored ice cream social in August 
was a great success. The social was at-
tended by 75 residents and was by far 
the largest group of attendees for an ice 
cream social. There was plenty of ice 
cream, prizes, and a lot of fun.

The Indigo East Social Committee 
sponsored a free craft show in Septem-
ber that was open to the public. 

A Halloween party will be held Tues-
day, Oct. 31, in the Indigo East Commu-

nity Center from 6 to 9 p.m. The party 
menu will include all beef hot dogs with 
all the trimmings, chips, and dessert. 
Costumes are not required to attend, 
however, for those who will wear a cos-
tume, there will be a costume contest 
with prizes. Dance music will be pro-
vided by DJ Frank. Ticket sales will be-
gin on Tuesday, Oct. 3, before bingo, 5 
to 6 p.m., followed by Friday, Oct. 6, 5 
to 7 p.m. during Happy Hour, Thursday, 
Oct. 12, 5 to 6 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 19, 
5 to 6 p.m., and Tuesday, Oct. 24, 4 to 6 
p.m. before Bunco. All ticket sales will 
be in the Indigo East Community Cen-
ter and resident ID is required for ticket 
purchase. 

We will host a potluck dinner on Sat-
urday, Nov. 11, from 6 to 8 p.m. in the 

Indigo East Community Center. This 
event is free for all residents. Partici-
pants are asked to bring a dish that will 
serve between eight to 10 people. If your 
last name begins with A-E, please bring 
a side dish; F-M, dessert; N-S, main 
dish; and T-Z, appetizer or salad. Please 
contact Beth Griner at jnbgriner@ya-
hoo.com and let her know what you 
are bringing. The committee will pro-
vide the iced tea, water, and some main 
dishes. You can bring your beverage of 
choice to the dinner. 

Details will be announced in my next 
column regarding the December Holi-
day theme party and the Holiday Golf 
Cart Parade. 

The ladies luncheon committee held 
a chicken buffet with the Marion County 

Sheriff’s Office (MCSO) in attendance, 
on Thursday, Sept. 21. The featured 
program included a K-9 demonstra-
tion, courtesy of MCSO, and an officer 
addressed scams and personal safety 
awareness. The luncheon was a lot of 
fun.

The ladies luncheon committee will 
hold a holiday breakfast, catered by 
Breakfast Station, at 10 a.m. in the In-
digo East Community Center on Thurs-
day, Dec. 7. This year there will be an 
ornament exchange in lieu of a gift ex-
change. Participants should take an un-
wrapped ornament with a value of $5 to 
$8 and hang it on the tree. Ticket sales 
begin on Monday, Nov. 13.

Enjoy the month of October and, as 
usual, I’ll see you around the neighbor-
hood. 

October is about to arrive and with it, 
hopefully, cooler weather. It certainly 
has been a hot summer for us this year, 
some days were even too hot to go to the 
outdoor pools! And with October comes 
our annual Halloween Spooktacular on 
Saturday, Oct. 14, from 4 to 6 p.m. in 
the Recreation Center Ballroom. Tick-
ets went on sale in September, although 
some lucky residents were able to pur-
chase them at the Club Fair. If you still 
need to get your tickets you will be able 
to still get them for two more days, Sept. 
28 and 29, in the upstairs lobby of the 
Recreation Center from 10 a.m. to noon. 
The cost is $10 cash, which will cover the 
cost of paper products and prizes. Please 
remember that this is a potluck, and we 
are asking everyone to bring a main 
dish, enough for 10 people or couples to 

bring enough to serve 15 people. There 
will be our annual costume contest, as 
well as dancing, raffles, and 50/50.

Our August event was different than 
others for a couple of reasons. We had 
a costume contest with a prize for each 
decade followed by dancing. The com-
mittee learned how much people loved 
the dancing, so that will be included in 
all future events. Our costume winners 
for best of 1940s were Joann Fenton and 
William Daddio, best costume for 1950s 
was Sharon Dinges, best of 1960s were 
Jerry and Teresa Delaney, Robie Gud-
vangen won the prize for best 1970s cos-
tume, and Mary Sullivan won the best of 
1980s costume. Valerie Sanders won the 
door prize. The three winners for 50/50 
were Rosemary Marquart (first), Val-
erie Sanders (second) and Janet Osborn 
(third). 

Are you interested in finding out how 
we plan our events? Do you have fresh 
ideas for us to explore? The Friendship 
Connection planning committee is al-
ways looking for more people to share 
ideas. Please consider joining us at our 

meetings on the second and fourth 
Tuesday of every month at 1 p.m. in the 
lounge off the Recreation Center Ball-
room for one hour. We also have several 
people retiring from the committee af-
ter October, therefore, we need others to 
step up and join to keep having events.

Friendship Connection is open to all 
residents of Friendship Colony, Friend-
ship Park, and Friendship Village only. 

Our events are scheduled quarterly, on 
the second Saturday of the month, from 
4 to 6 p.m.

If you are interested in volunteering to 
help plan, setup, cleanup, or serve please 
contact Carron Janssen at 847-529-6183 
or Cathy Clinton at 860-302-6723, email 
us at OTOWFriendshipConnection@
gmail.com, or visit our Facebook page 
(Friendship Connection-OTOW).

Our September event was well attend-
ed with around 100 participants. With a 
deviation from our usual meal, we en-
joyed ice cream treats and topped off the 
evening with a fun night of music bingo 
provided by Imagine Entertainment. Be-
sides the fun and fellowship of friends 
and neighbors, six lucky winners went 
home with a little extra cash in their 
pockets.

Our last event of the year will be Mon-
day, Nov. 13; stay tuned for more infor-
mation.

Are you new to Avalon or our social 
events? There are three ways to keep in-
formed of upcoming events:  email, our 
Facebook group, or posting at the postal 
center. 

If you would like to be added to our 
email list or to verify that you are on the 
list so that you can be notified of future 
events, please email your request to ava-
lonsocialclub@gmail.com. 

For up-to-date Avalon news and up-
coming events, we also encourage you to 
join our Facebook group (Avalon Social 
Club). This is a private group, and you 
will be asked for your address to verify 
that you are an Avalon resident. If you 
have trouble finding the group or getting 
in, please email the email address above 
and we’ll send you the link to the group. 
Activities and events will also be posted 
at the postal center.

HURRICANE? BE PREPARED!
Visit OTOWInfo.com > Resources > Hurricane Preparedness
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Debra Keirn

Candler
Connection

The hot summer is behind us, and we 
are all relieved to welcome the cooler 
fall weather. We have two more main 
events coming up as well as the October 
potluck dinner.

A special thank you for all the volun-
teers who made the fun hunt and chili 
cook-off successful. 

Sunday, Oct. 22 will be the annual pic-
nic (bring your own beverages) at the pa-
vilion near the softball field behind the 
Recreation Center from 3 to 5 p.m. You 
can choose two of the following items: 
hamburger, hot dog, or chicken. We will 

have a team grilling that afternoon and 
will complement the meat items with 
baked beans, salads, and desserts and 
condiments for the hamburgers and hot 
dogs. Food will be served from 3 to 4:45 
p.m. only. The $10 tickets can be pur-
chased on Oct. 3 and 5, from 10 a.m. to 
noon. Bring your lawn chair and enjoy 
an afternoon of picnic food and social-
izing. 

The next potluck will be on Tuesday, 
Oct. 31, at 5:30 p.m. with a theme of Ger-
man for Oktoberfest and Halloween. 
Come in costume or not (your prefer-
ence). Please prepare your dish for 12 to 
15 people as follows: A-H - side dish or 
salad; I-P - dessert; and Q-Z - main dish. 
$1 per person covers eating utensils, 
plates, napkins, and decaf coffee. RSVP 
to Deb Keirn by phone at 352-414-5737, 
text at 814-571-7908 or email arthurkip-
deb@verizon.net. Please label your dish 

with its ingredients. 
The holiday party will be on Saturday, 

Dec. 9, from 5 to 9 p.m. This bring your 
own beverage event will be catered by 
Gourmet Affair Catering with music by 
Tim Hargis. Tickets will go on sale Tues-
days, Nov. 7, 14, 21 and 28 and Thurs-
days, Nov. 9 and 16, at a cost of $35 per 
person. The menu will be mixed green 
salad, dinner rolls, a roast beef carving 
station, chicken topped with sun dried 
tomatoes and prosciutto in a white wine 
cream sauce, rosemary roasted red po-
tatoes, ginger glazed carrots, warm cob-
bler with cream, and coffee. We hope to 
see you there!

Our planned events for 2024 are as fol-
lows:

• Feb. 16: Sweeties party with all at-
tendees bringing a dessert.

• April 5: Spring sock hop with pizza 
and ice cream sundae buffet. Tim 

Hargis will DJ.
• May 5: Cinco de Mayo with a Mex-

ican buffet and juke box bingo.
• June 16 & Aug. 11: Ice cream social 

with various flavors of ice cream 
and toppings and ice cream sodas.

• July 4: Independence Day party. 
• Sept. 14: Island party. 
• Oct. 24: Fall picnic.
• Dec. 13: Holiday party. 
Sign up at candlerconnection.org to 

receive The Happenings and/or join our 
Candler Hills closed Facebook group to 
learn about our activities.

All events and tickets sales take place 
at The Lodge at Candler Hills (unless 
otherwise noted).

The next board meeting will be on 
Tuesday, Oct. 3, at 4 p.m. Any Candler 
Hills resident is welcome to attend.

See you around the neighborhood!

Michelle Migdal, Kathleen  
Taylor, Debra Vitale, & Judi Walsh

Longleaf Ridge  
Friends

It happens once in a blue moon … 
Have you heard that saying?  Or the fa-
mous song by Marcels, “Blue Moon” 
heard on street corners in the 50s?  We 
have all heard about a Blue Moon in the 
past.  But we have not heard much about 
the Super Blue Moon, because it is very 
rare and super special.  We had a Super 
Blue Moon over On Top of the World 
on Wednesday, Aug. 30. The Super Blue 
Moon is a rare celestial event. The moon 
appears closest to the earth and usually 
bigger than its real size. Various parti-
cles sometimes refract the light making 
it look blue.  Only about three percent 
of all blue moons are Super Blue Moons; 
so we all experienced a very rare occur-
rence. We can expect our next Super 
Blue Moon in 2037!

Ray Meyers organized the Long-
leaf Ridge golf group over two years 
ago.  There’s so much talent in this 
group, it may be time to form a hole-in-
one club.  A hole-in-one is a rare feat.  The 
odds are one in 12,500 for the average 
golfer and one in 3,000 for a profession-
al golfer.  This year, two of our Longleaf 
Ridge golfers’ dreams came true.  How-
ard Goldman had a hole-in-one at Hole 
#8 at The Tortoise & The Hare and Dick 
Emmons had a hole-in-one at Hole #17 

Photo by Paul Stevens

Longleaf Ridge men’s golf group.

at Candler Hills.  By the way, the proper 
etiquette for this achievement involves 

“the 19th hole.”  The golfer who makes 
the hole-in-one buys the drinks after-
wards.

In other news, Director of Commu-
nity Maintenance Operations Andrew J. 
Jorgensen, CGCS, was the guest speaker 
at the Longleaf Ridge men’s luncheon 
group.   Andy gave an overview of the 
changes implemented to improve our 
yards and common areas and answered 
several questions from those in atten-
dance. 

Neighbors braved the heat for another 
driveway chat hosted by Gavin and Shei-
la Karelitz on Thursday, Aug. 10. Many 
new neighbors who moved in between 
July and August were welcomed.  The 
ladies lunch group is growing. Nineteen 
ladies met for lunch at Azul Tequila in 
August. 

As our community continues to grow, 
we look forward to welcoming all the 
many new neighbors to Longleaf Ridge.  
Please remember to join our private 
Facebook page (OTOW Longleaf Ridge 
Friends) and provide your phase and lot 
number/address. Please send questions 
to otowlongleafridge@gmail.com.

TRASH COMPACTOR FULL?
Please take trash to another location. Do not 

place trash outside of trash compactor.
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FOR SALE, WANTED AND LOST/FOUND 
ADS: There is no charge to residents as 
long as it is not of a business nature. There 
is a $500 limit on FOR SALE items. Items 
valued at more than $500 (i.e. golf carts) 
may be listed, but price will not accompany 
the ad. Auto, apartment, financial service, 
home, legal, real estate, and timeshare 
ads WILL NOT be accepted. Ads may be 
emailed to otownews@otowfl.com. 

ESTATE/TAG SALE ADS: There is no 
charge to residents, however, residents 
must register their estate/tag sale with 
Resident Services at Friendship Commons. 
Visit ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala and 
click on “Resident Info” to download the 
appropriate form for your community and 
submit it to Resident Services by the 10th 
of the month prior to publication. 

SERVICE ADS: Will be accepted 
from residents and non-residents 
and may be emailed to otownews@
otowfl.com. For advertising rates, visit 
ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala and click 
on “Advertising Rates.”

AD DEADLINE: Noon on the 12th of the 
month. If the deadline falls on a weekend, 
then it ’s noon on the Friday before. For 
more information, call 352-387-7466, 
email otownews@otowfl.com or visit 
ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala

The publisher reserves the right to reject 
any ad which, in his judgment, would not 
be in the best interest of the residents of On 
Top of the World Communities.

FIND IT IN THE ... CLASSIFIEDS!

For Sale
Appliance: Keurig K-Supreme Plus 
coffee maker, $90. Call/text 617-
842-9500. 
Computer Equipment: HP Envy 
(5661) printer, wireless or wired, 
prints, scans, and copies.  Needs 
print cartridges.  $10. 570-748-2433.
Electronics: Canon EOS Rebel T6 
1300D 18.0 MP digital SLR cam-
era with 18-55mm lens, 75-300mm 
lens, manual, battery charger, car-
rying case and strap, $275. 570-748-
2433.
Home Décor: Hand-stitched rug, 
5x8, $95. 352.346.8898.
Misc. Items: 12-volt 200AH LifePO4 
lithium battery with 1200W pure 
sine wave inverter and trickle char-
ger, $300. Luggage rack, $10. Call/
text 617-842-9500. 
Misc. Items: 324 LP and 45 RPM re-
cords 1940s-1980s.  Collection fea-
tures 286 33-1/3 RPM LP records 
from 1960s-1980s, and 38 45 RPM 
records; some “red translucent” 
from the 1940s.  Beatles white al-
bum with original, pristine photos 
of all 4 Beatles among many oth-
ers.  A complete inventory is avail-
able. Asking best offer over $500. 
443-875-9963 or david.a.halperin@
gmail.com.
Misc. Item: 4’ x 8’ rubber garage 
floor mat, ideal for under golf carts, 
$20. 617-842-9500 (prefer text).
Misc. Items: Harley Davidson 
men’s leather vest, large, $70. Har-
ley Davidson men’s leather chaps, 
large, $150. Harley Davidson men’s 
boots, size 10, $95. Tony Lama 
men’s cowboy boots, size 10, $145. 
LL Bean men’s Gore-Tex/insulated 
leather boots, tall, size 10, $150. 
Hard Rock Café men’s blue jean 
jacket, large, $95. 352-300-3492.
Misc. Items: Intex queen air mat-
tress with built-in pump, $25. Crane 
personal steam inhaler and warm 
mist humidifier, $40. 570-748-2433.
Misc. Items: Padlocks – Magnum 
#240 (2), keyed alike, $3. Schlage 1” 
shackle, 2 keys, $4. Master #21, 3/4” 
shackle, 2 keys, $3. Ruger #0111 

with 2 keys for 9mm pistol, 3-1/2” 
shackle, $4. Bathroom scale, $8. 
Crossman air rifle, 17 caliber, 250 
pellets, $40. 352-873-8565.
Misc. Items: White wire shelves, 
16” x 8’ (5 sections) and 12” x 5’ (1 
section) includes installation hard-
ware, $50 for all. 570-748-2433.
Musical Instrument: Hamzer 61-
key electronic keyboard portable 
digital music piano with lighted 
keys, rests on H-stand, stool, head-
phones, microphone, & sticker set, 
$75. 352-966-7086.
Musical Instrument: Epiphone Les 
Paul Studio Deluxe electric guitar, 
wine red, $250. 352.346.8898.
Window Treatments: $500 for 
Coolaroo shades for Arlington/Ar-
gyll lanai – 69-1/2” x 8’, 69-3/8” x 
8’, 68-3/4” x 8’, 58-5/8” x 8’, 58” x 
8’, 79-5/8” x 8’, 38-7/8” x 8’ (covers 
outside screen door). 309-530-0303.
Yard Equipment: Craftsman electric 
chain saw, 16” plus 1 quart oil, war-
ranty, $40. 352-873-8565.
Yard Equipment: STIHL (FS-38) 
weed whacker and accessories, 
$90. Includes a 2-gallon gas can, 
fuel mix, new package of cutting 
line, shoulder strap, original oper-
ating manual, and warranty card. 
443-875-9963 or david.a.halperin@
gmail.com.

Tag Sales
Thursday, Oct. 5: 10430 SW 90th 
Street Road (Avalon), 8 a.m. to 
noon.
Friday, Oct. 6 & Saturday, Oct. 7: 
8411-C SW 90th Place (Friendship 
Colony), 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 7: 9749 SW 97th Street 
(Crescent Ridge), 9 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. • 8712-C SW 92nd Place, 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 13: 9638-C SW 94th Av-
enue (Crescent Ridge), 8:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.
Friday Oct. 13 & Saturday, Oct. 14: 
9638-A, 9639-C, 9668-C, 9669-B SW 
94th Avenue (Crescent Ridge), 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 14: 9697 SW 90th 
Street (Providence), 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 20 & Saturday, Oct. 21: 
8738-A SW 90th Street (Friendship 
Colony), 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. • 
8608 SW 86th Circle (Candler Hills), 
9 a.m. to noon.
Saturday, Oct. 21: 9491-B SW 85th 
Terrace (Friendship Village), 8:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. • 8712-C SW 92nd 
Place, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 27 & Saturday, Oct. 28: 
10025 SW 91st Place (Avalon), 8 a.m. 
to noon • 8966-B SW 94th Lane 
(Friendship Park), 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

• 8449-A SW 90th Place (Friend-
ship Colony), 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. • 
8676-A SW 95th Lane (Friendship 
Village), 9 a.m. to noon.
Saturday, Oct. 28: 8961-B SW 96th 
Lane (Friendship Park), 8:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

Services
Airport Drop Off/Pick Up:  Orlando 
or Tampa $150 each way from/
to On Top of the World or nearby. 
Includes tolls. Keith 352-239-8765 
(resident). 
American Junk Removal & Demo: 
One call, we haul – one item, room, 
or total clean-out. Total kitchen & 
bath demolition. Lawn/landscape 
clean-up. Dumpster rental. Call/
text Garfield 561-306-6969. Quality 
work, competitive prices, licensed 
& insured.
Andy Dahms Interior Painting: Your 
local professional painting con-
tractor. Turn your place into a 
showpiece. Quality Sherwin-Wil-
liams products. References avail-
able. Free estimates. Call or email 
at 941-730-1381 or andygoodeats1@
gmail.com.
Bathroom Remodeling: Specializing 
in complete renovations. Clean, 
neat, and professional. Call Cove 
Construction Inc. for a free esti-
mate. 352-572-0508. #CBC057088.
Cat Sitting: Provided by loving ex-
perienced Cat Nanny (resident) 
352-854-8589.
Ceramic Tile: All types of installa-
tion and repair. 30+ years’ experi-
ence. Lic. & ins. References avail-
able. Call Bob Adkins 352-274-8678.
Computer Help: Arthur Burditt, 352-
875-7878. House calls, $40/hour. 
Tutoring, setups, installations, 
Windows upgrades, PC cleanups, 
security software, internet connec-
tions, email access, printers, wire-
less devices.
Five Star Pro Cleaning LLC: Residen-
tial and commercial cleaning (stan-
dard, deep clean, move in/move 
out). Free quote. Licensed, fully in-
sured for all your cleaning needs. 
Call 352-209-4685 or email fivestar-
procleaningllc@gmail.com.
Geller Lawn: Mowing, irrigation, 
bushes, mulch & much more! 
Starting at $50 per month (no con-
tracts). Insured. 352-390-7454.
Handyman: Ceiling fans, lights, 
TV mounts, faucets, spigots, towel 
racks, grab bars, pictures, curtains, 
blinds, shelving, toilets, sprinkler 
guards, bi-fold doors house paint-
ing, furniture assembly, garage 
ceiling storage. Eric Miller (resi-
dent) Handyman Hammer-Time 
LLC 610-442-0709.

Handyman: Repairing sliding glass 
door rollers/tracks, sliding garage 
screen doors, window balances, 
sliding shower doors/guides, doors 
& locksets, door seals. Installing 
handicap grab bars. One call does 
it all! Steve, S&T Quality Services 
352-207-8682.
Medina Pressure Cleaning & Seal-
ing: We specialize in paver clean-
ing & sealing, concrete staining 
& landscape curbing restoration. 
30 years’ experience. Ask for dis-
count. 352-246-3674.
Mobile Notary Public: Taking pride 
in my duty as a notary in Ocala. 
Nancy Faucher, 352-497-8201 (call 
or text anytime).
Painting & Drywall: Interior paint-
ing & drywall repair. Experienced, 
affordable & professional. Insured. 
Free estimates. References avail-
able. Visit josephdonofriodrywal-
landpainting.com or call 352-857-
8367.
PAWZ Dog & Cat Grooming: Now ac-
cepting new clients. Limited space 
available.  30+ years and vet recom-
mended.  Small quiet shop. 352-
512-4662.
Residential & Commercial Cleaning:  
Standard, deep clean, move-in/-
out.  References available. Reliable 
& reasonable.  Free quote 352-361-
8861.
Rikki’s Cleaning Service: For all your 
domestic needs – cleaning and or-
ganizing to errands. Call today for 
a free estimate 352-509-4488.
The Tidy Tribe, LLC: Residential & 
commercial cleaning & lawn care 
services. Licensed & insured. Call 
786-420-9639 or email hello@thetri-
dytribe.us for a free quote.
Transportation: Doctor’s appoint-
ments, shopping, hair, surgery 
center, hospital, etc. Diane 352-
854-9999 (resident). Please leave 
message (no texts).
Transportation: I am still delivering 
my friends and neighbors to and 
from Florida airports and cruise 
ports, as well as other out of town 
destinations. Safe, secure, and pri-
vate. Call Terry (resident) at 615-
513-8240.
Transportation: Local doctors’ ap-
pointments, shopping, etc. Anna 
352-873-4151 (resident). Leave mes-
sage.
Wallpaper Hanger: Professional 
with 36 years’ experience. Interior 
painting services available. Donald 
Rhoades 518-482-2234 or donal-
drhoades1@gmail.com (resident).

EMERGENCY AFTER-HOURS PHONE 
NUMBER

352-236-OTOW (236-6869)
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