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Development Update
At Weybourne Landing, the construc-

tion road is in place to continue addi-
tional phases of the community. The 
roadway routes heavy equipment away 
from occupied neighborhoods, while 
allowing local trades access to finish 
in-progress neighborhoods. Weybourne 
Landing Phase 2 will begin home con-
struction in mid-summer. This next 
phase will feature many of the familiar 
finishes from the first neighborhoods 
that have made Weybourne Landing a 
welcome addition to the On Top of the 
World family of communities.  Please 
pardon our dust as we work to complete 
more of the high-quality communi-
ties and amenities that you’ve come to 
expect.  The dry season brings with it 
many additional challenges for contrac-
tors and residents alike. We appreciate 
your understanding as we work with our 
partners to combat against drought con-
ditions.

The Longleaf Ridge amenity center is 
winding down the architectural design 
phase.  This amenity will feature a main 
pool and a separate walking pool.  By the 
next column, we should be able to share 
more details about what will be included 
at this amenity.  We are estimating the 
start of this building by mid-fall.

Within On Top of the World (Cen-
tral), the SW 90th Street postal center is 
expected to be completed in late May.  
There will be limited access to this fa-
cility when we start paving.  Sorry for 
the inconvenience, but it will be good to 
wrap up this improvement project.

Also, in On Top of the World (Central), 
installation of the new softball scorebox 
at the Recreation Center is scheduled to 
start in late June.  While I’m on the top-
ic of recreational amenities, the Recre-
ation Center outdoor pool is scheduled 
to be renovated this winter.  This will be 
a renovation of the pool shell, replacing 
the diamond-bright finish, and perform-
ing preventative maintenance on the 
pump and chlorination equipment.  The 
pool project is estimated to take close to 
four months.  Stay tuned for more details 
on the anticipated start of the project.   

Over in Candler Hills, the Sanctuary 
monument sign that was damaged in an 
unfortunate accident, is in architectural 
design and then on to permitting.  Con-
struction is anticipated to start in late 
August and be completed in approxi-
mately four weeks.
Springtime is in Full Bloom

The April showers we count on never 
really happened to any significant de-
gree. Regardless, the native wildflow-
ers still managed to bloom along many 
roadways in the county.   The winds, 
however, were entirely another story!  
We usually look for seasonal winds to 
settle down in May.  Bottom line is that 
we are in for at least 60 more days.  The 
more “normal” (what’s normal any-
more?) rain cycle usually begins in June 
to give the yards some relief but can be 
as late as mid-July.   

If you haven’t pruned back shrub-
bery in mid-April, May is still time to 
consider any pruning of owner added 
plantings.  Lawns and shrubbery will 
continue to grow, albeit very slowly, be-
cause of dry conditions. Pruning back 
old growth stimulates new growth on 
trees and shrubs.

In dry spells like we are experiencing, 
the usual inclination is to increase the 
amount of irrigation time on yards and 
shrubbery. While that may not make a 
big dent on the color of your yard, it will 
make a big dent in your utility budget.  
A better strategy is to trust your smart 
water-wise irrigation controller to know 
when to water.  If your shrubbery is still 
looking weak, it is best to hand water for 
approximately 10 minutes with a hose 
and sprayer attachment.  This will perk 
them up and get them over the most 
stressful periods.
Conservation Tip

Depending on the type of irrigation 
system, shaving two minutes off each ir-
rigation run time yields 18 to 26 gallons 
per zone per run cycle which can save 

By Phil Panzera 
World News Writer

On Wednesday, March 29, the Veter-
ans Club held a memorial ceremony in 
the Veterans Park to honor our Vietnam 
War veterans.

This is a new annual ceremony, re-
quested by our very veteran-friendly 
community management. The club’s 
new Vietnam Veterans of America flag 
bears the image of the red-yellow-green 
Vietnam Service Medal, along with 17 

Photo by Phil Panzera

Fran Calhoun rendering “Taps,” with Vietnam War veteran Ed Sobolewski in his 1968 uniform.

Memorial Day Ceremony

stars, representing the 17 major cam-
paigns of the war.

On Monday, May 29, the Veterans 
Club will host two free Memorial Day 
ceremonies. At 8 a.m. there will be a 
ceremonial flag raising at the Veter-
ans Park. The ceremony consists of a 
sequence of lowering and then raising 
the U.S. flag and the flags of the five U.S. 
military branches which encircle our 

nation’s flag at the Veterans Memorial. 
The ceremony will be conducted by the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Honor Guard, 
assisted by the Veterans Club.

At 11 a.m., there will be another cer-
emony in the Recreation Center Ball-
room. The principal guest speaker will 
be an aviation pilot with over 1,000 com-
bat missions in Vietnam. We’ll have sev-
eral other speakers and ceremonies, a 
bake sale, and even the Dancing Jewels.

Please consider joining us, in this 
frequently emotional event, as we pay 
tribute to those who gave their lives to 
secure the freedom and peace all Ameri-
cans now enjoy. This freedom … wasn’t 
free.

The second term at Master the Possi-
bilities will be one of the most exciting 
ever. Imagine more than 140 new class-
es. 

The curriculum kick-off for all new 
July through December classes will 
be at Circle Square Cultural Center on 
Wednesday, May 24, from 1 to 3 p.m. 
This event is free and open to the public.

Director of Education Michelle 
Shideler said, “The kick-off is always an 
exciting event for our entire team. There 
is a lot of energy and passion around the 
presentation of a brand-new curriculum 
being released. And, our faculty mem-
bers, as well, take such great pride in 
providing amazing content for our par-
ticipants. Their hard work and dedica-
tion, together with the Master the Possi-
bilities staff will ensure an exciting and 
rewarding day for all those attending the 
kick-off!”

Many of the new classes in the new 
catalog are “personal,” like “Money af-
ter 70,” or “Cooking for Two.” Many 
are historical in nature, like, “Rosie the 
Riveter” (remember her?), or something 
more current like, “The Taliban.” Oth-
ers will be of general interest, for ex-
ample, “Florida’s Wild Creatures,” or 

“Television, My How You’ve Changed.” 
And an all-time favorite will be coming 
to Master the Possibilities, “Living with 
a Macaw.”

In all, there will be 800 classes in the 
second term.

During the kick-off, you will be able to 
immerse yourself in learning all there is 
about upcoming classes. You can choose 
from one or more subjects that are of in-
terest, then sign up with a volunteer - or 

Curriculum Kick-Off
By Ray Cech 
World News Writer

Photo by Ray Cech

Director of Education Michelle Shideler from Master the Possibilities.

- while strolling around having a snack, 
simply use your tablet or smartphone to 
capture a seat in whatever class(es) you 
select.

More than 50 instructors will be avail-
able to answer questions and discuss 
their class. They will be there for you – 
and maybe, you may hear about a sub-
ject that before has never struck your 
fancy, but by learning more, you realize 
it’s something you would like to pursue.

It’s all happening on Wednesday, 
May 24, from 1 to 3 pm at Circle Square 
Cultural Center.
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GOLDEN OLDIES HUMOR

Habit is the easiest way to be wrong again.

 By Stan Goldstein

Colen & Wagoner, P.A.

Is It Legal?

SCAM ALERT #1: This is a new one for 
me. A real estate company apparently 
offers its customers a small amount of 
money in exchange for the customer 
signing what amounts to a 40-year agree-
ment, or other long-term agreement, 
for this real estate company to have the 
exclusive right either to sell the home/
apartment or, to have the homeowner 
pay damages to this real estate company 
if the homeowner backs out or sells the 
property. Damages can turn out to be 
about 3% of the value of the home. The 
3% damages clause is triggered not only 
if the owner tries to sell the property ei-
ther by himself or through another bro-
ker, but also, this 3% damages clause is 
triggered if the owner conveys the prop-
erty through an inheritance such as by 
will, trust, or probate. 

But wait, there’s more. This compa-
ny sends a mobile notary public to the 
home of the owner and the notary is not 
permitted to explain anything about this 
40-year agreement. Also, frequently the 
notary, after getting the signature of the 
homeowners, “forgets” to leave a copy 
of the agreement with the owner. 

It can get worse. The real estate com-
pany then files a memorandum in the 
public records which encumbers the 
property and makes it impossible to sell 
the property without clearing the en-
cumbrance. It might also make it impos-
sible to mortgage the property. 

If these folks attempt to contact you 
by phone, email, or text, do not respond. 
If you have already entered into this 
agreement, contact your attorney, and 
bring all the documents you have and 
see what can be done. I can tell you that 
the Florida Attorney General’s office 
has already begun legal action against 
these folks. 

SCAM ALERT #2: A client came to me to 
discuss a bill he was receiving from his 
dentist. He had a Medicare Advantage 
plan that he thought also covered dental 
work and with no co-pay. However, ap-
parently, the dentist failed to submit the 
claim to my client’s insurance under-
writer and now the underwriter is refus-
ing to pay the claim because it wasn’t 
timely filed. So, the dentist is billing my 
client. 

It’s not enough to assume that a 
health care provider, or dental provider, 
has filed a claim with a Medicare Advan-
tage insurer. You must follow up to make 
sure it’s done.

Q. You don’t like annuities, do you?
A. Not correct. I neither like nor dis-

like annuities. They could have their 
place in a good estate plan if there is a 
valid reason to purchase them. What I 
do not like is marketing them to folks 
who might be informed of the pluses but 
not of the minuses of them in relation-
ship to the specific persons and their 
specific estate planning needs. Annui-
ties have significant costs. They are not 
free. Some of the costs are hidden and 
it is important that folks be informed of 
costs, penalties, etc.

Q. What is the secure act that I’ve 
heard about lately?

A. The Setting Every Community Up 
for Retirement Enhancement Act was 
passed in December 2019, under the 
Trump administration. A primary pur-
pose was to establish new rules for re-
tirement accounts and for required min-
imum distributions (RMD) from such 
accounts (such as IRA and 401k). 

Here are a few of its provisions: 
1. The RMD was increased from 70-

1/2 to 72. Then, in 2022, under the 
Biden administration, the Act was 
amended so that the age for RMDs 
changed to 73 in 2023 and up to 75 
in 2033. 

2. The age limit for contributions 
was removed. 

3. Although the RMD requirements 
for spousal IRAs remained the 
same, the RMD for inherited IRAs 
was reduced to 10 years, unless a 
beneficiary was a trust in which 
case the RMD is just five years 
(and with few exceptions). Start-
ing in 2024, RMDs will not be re-
quired from Roth IRAs. There are 
several other changes made by 
the SECURE Act. It was amended 
in 2023, so please, please, meet 
with your attorney or tax advisor. 
This is a critically important law, 
and it merits serious consider-
ation regarding everyone’s estate 
planning.

Jerry Colen, Rachel Wagoner, and John Beck are 
law partners at the Law Office of Colen & Wagoner, 
P.A. Jerry Colen and Rachel Wagoner are members of 
the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, and the 
Academy of Florida Elder Law Attorneys. John Beck 
has a degree in finance and master’s degrees in ac-
counting and taxation. The law firm practices in the 
areas of wills, trusts, probate, real estate, elder law, 
business litigation, Medicaid planning and business/
professional advice. This column does not, nor is it 
intended to provide legal advice. You should always 
consult your own attorney for legal advice. The Law 
Office of Colen & Wagoner, P.A. is located at 1756 
North Belcher Road, Clearwater, Florida 33765 and in 
Suite 11 at Circle Square Commons in Ocala, Florida. 
Contact us at 727-545-8114, info@colenwagoner.com 
or visit colenwagoner.com.

FREE ARBOR FITNESS CENTER  
ORIENTATIONS AND POSTURE  

ASSESSMENTS
Posture Assessments 

Tuesdays, at 1 p.m. 

Orientations 
Thursdays, at 1 p.m.

352-854-8707 ext. 7638
Space is limited. Call for an appointment.
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Michelle Shideler
352-387-7571
michelle_shideler@masterthepossibilities.org

Lifelong Learning

“These Times They Are a Changing,” 
or so I have been told. Focusing on this 
theme for the next catalog curriculum, 
Master the Possibilities will have a se-
lection of courses highlighting changes 
in various products, processes, and so-
ciety. So, be on the lookout for the new 
catalog to arrive at our Education Center 
Thursday, May 25 with more than 475 
courses to explore.

Don’t forget to mark your calendar 
for our July through December curricu-
lum kick-off from 1 to 3 p.m. on Wednes-
day, May 24, at Circle Square Cultural 
Center. Those who attend this free and 
open to the public event will be one of 
the first to receive a copy of our catalog, 
have a chance to pre-register, and visit 
with various Master the Possibilities fac-
ulty members to learn more about our 
classes. There will even be a chance for 
those who visit to win a free seat in a 
class. You may choose to skip the regis-
tration line and bring a personal tablet 
or cell phone to self-register while walk-
ing around the event.

Don’t wait until next term to learn 
a new skill or become intrigued with a 
new topic, though. There are more than 
40 courses already scheduled each week 
in May available for registration. Our 
visiting speaker this month is Bob Keal-

ing, who will be talking about the Bea-
tles while they visited Florida. “Good 
Day Sunshine State, The Beatles in 1964” 
will focus on two weeks in particular 
and include research from more than 
thirty interviews and information from 
rare letters. The cost to attend this pre-
sentation Friday, May 5, from 1 to 2:30 
p.m.in Live Oak Hall is $11 for members 
and $16 for the general public.

Listen to a presentation that goes into 
detail about steps a CIA case officer em-
ploys in acquiring someone in a foreign 
country with access to valuable infor-
mation to spy for the United States. Dr. 
Don Wyman will explain the meticulous 
planning and clever techniques used to 
transfer intelligence safely and securely 
without compromise. “Espionage Tra-
decraft: To Catch a Spy” will be held 
in Live Oak Hall from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
Friday, May 12. The cost to hear this in-
triguing lecture is $11 for members and 
$16 for the general public.

Want to venture outdoors for a day? 
Register for “Island Hopping the Cedar 
Keys” kayak trip with local historian and 
expert Lars Andersen. This easy to mod-
erate trip will take participants on the 
waterways that are still ruled by nature. 
Kayak use is included in the trip cost, 
which is $49 for members and $54 for 
the general public and is scheduled for 
kayak launch time at 10 a.m. on Tues-
day, May 16.

There is so much more planned at 
our Education Center this month. For 
a complete listing of classes, visit mas-
terthepossibilities.org, or give us a call 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday at 
352- 861-9751.

Photo courtesy of Master the Possibilities

The “Good Day Sunshine State, The Beatles in 1964” class will take place Friday, May 5.
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77 to 112 gallons per month per zone for 
once-per-week watering and 155 to 224 
gallons per month per zone for twice-
per-week watering.  Overall, monthly 
you have the potential to reduce your 
water consumption from 721 gallons 
to 2,170 gallons depending on the time 
of year and specific run times on each 
zone, assuming seven zones. Savings 
can add up.

Lizabeth Woodard

Republican Club

Mark Miller

Democratic Club

A member of our club, Jim Stormer, 
will be speaking about the Citizen’s Cli-
mate Lobby and its efforts and initiatives 
to protect our natural resources at our 
meeting on Thursday, May 25, at 6 p.m. 
in the Arbor Conference Center Dance 
Studios II-IV.  

At our March meeting, a new board of 

Many members of the Republican 
Club participated in a rally to support 
former President Donald Trump during 
his anticipated indictment on Tuesday, 
March 21; and on Tuesday, March 28 at 
a citizen emergency rally at the Marion 
County School Board meeting. Our club 
Vice President Charles Dodge delivered 
an impassioned oration of his views 
about the books. 

The third event members attended 
was a press conference conducted at the 
Southeastern Livestock Pavilion on Fri-
day, April 7, with Governor Ron DeSan-
tis. He announced a $4 million Florida 
state grant to build an interchange at 
I-75 and NW 49th Street in Ocala. The 
purpose of this interchange is to manage 
current traffic issues, add manufactur-
ing opportunities and additional routes 
for the planned Buc-ees. Representa-
tives from Buc-ees, State Representative 
Kat Cammack, Florida Department of 
Transportation Secretary Jared Perdue 
and Enterprise Florida CEO Laura Di-
bella were in attendance to show their 
support of these plans.

Upcoming meetings will include a 
civics trivia night, Jose Juarez (former 
candidate for Florida State Represen-
tative District 24) discussing his flight 
from Cuba, and Sheriff Billy Woods, as 
well as Professor Alan Altany. 

The Republican Club meets the sec-
ond Friday of each month at 4:30 p.m. 
(doors open at 4 p.m.) in the Arbor Con-
ference Center Dance Studios I-IV. (Up-
coming dates are May 12, June 9, July 14, 
Aug. 11, Sept. 8, Oct. 13, and Nov. 10). 
For more information regarding the Re-
publican Club, please leave a message at 
518-534-0201; your call will be answered 
as soon as possible. Come join us in po-
litical conversation with like-minded, 
positive, friendly people.

Sara Sommer

OneBlood
Bloodmobile

The Big Red Bus® was here with two 
buses Monday, April 3. We had a great 
turnout with 50 units of whole blood 
and 16 units of double red cells collect-

directors was voted into office, they are: 
Mark Miller, president; Glenn Cohen, 
vice president; Lourdes Rasco, treasur-
er; Jenny Stebbins, secretary. Directors 
include Lynn Miller, Jim Stormer, Jean 
Krueger-Travis, and Dan Hall. We look 
forward to growing our club and making 
an impact in our community and state, 
local, and national arenas.

As always, our club continues to sup-
port the Ocala Ritz Veterans Village, a 
former Ritz hotel that was converted 
into a facility for formerly homeless vet-
erans. The Ritz provides a safe environ-
ment for these brave men and women to 

learn to become productive members of 
our community and to live on their own 
once again. The Ritz needs pillows, pil-
lowcases, twin size sheets, towels and 
wash cloths, toiletries, laundry pods, 
paper goods and canned and dry food.  
They do not need clothing except for 
shoes. Please bring your donated items 
to our meeting.   

For more information, contact Mark 
Miller at 443-848-8549 or  demclubotow@
gmail.com or visit our Facebook page 
(On Top of the World Democratic Club, 
Ocala).  Hope to see you at our next 
meeting!    

ed.  Not everyone can donate double red 
cells and I thank those eight people who 
did. Each donor received a $20 e-card to 
spend at many local places plus a t-shirt. 

Here are the guidelines for donating 
double red cells. For women, you must 
be five feet five inches tall and weigh 
at least 150 pounds. For men, you must 
be five feet one inch and weigh at least 
135 pounds. The donor care specialist 
also checks your iron level which must 
be 13.3 for both women and men. Blood 
pressure cannot be higher than 180/90. 
The wait time for the next donation is 16 
weeks instead of the regular eight weeks.

The Alyx machine collects two units 
of red blood cells instead of one. Plate-
lets and plasma are returned to the do-
nor along with a saline solution for hy-
dration.

The bus will be here next Friday, May 
5, at the Recreation Center parking lot 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. This is to give those 
donors who cannot make it on a Monday 
a chance to give. The next Friday drive 
will be in September.

The next regular Monday drive will be 
June 5. Please mark your calendar. See 
you on the bus.

RESIDENT ID CARDS
Resident Services
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Monday through Friday
Resident Services is closed daily for 30 minutes 

between noon and 1 p.m.

BULKY TRASH?
For bulky trash, schedule 

pickup by calling 866-684-3142.

OTOWInfo.com
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Around the World

April’s weather was interesting. How 
about that little “cool” spell after Easter? 
Ah, but May is here. Can you believe that 
we are in the fifth month of the year? 
There are some very thoughtful holidays 
and special days in May – Cinco De Mayo 
on the 5th, Kentucky Derby Day on the 
6th, Mother’s Day on the 14th and hom-
age to our veterans on the 29th. There 
are also Love a Tree Day, Frog Jumping 
Day and Eat What You Want Day. Here’s 
my favorite – Twilight Zone Day (I am a 
Twilight Zone fanatic). Cheers to May!
Let’s Talk Peace

Have you visited Sholom Park? If you 
haven’t, put that on your to-do list. The 
serenity there takes your mind to com-
forting places. One place in particular 
calls out to the meaning of the park’s 
mission. 

Take a deep breath and release your 
stress as you enter the park’s labyrinth.  
As you quietly stroll along the labyrinth 
path, you will pass a few reflection points 
sharing the wisdom found in nature. 

Along the fence line to your south is 
an amazing live oak, known by park visi-
tors as the “wounded heart tree.”  Here 
you will see a tree to which we can all re-
late. On one side is an enormous wound, 
likely from the fracture and collapse of 
part of the tree. The wound forms an un-
even and jagged angelic shape. The tree 
has clearly suffered immensely from its 
loss, yet its wound is healing. 

On the other side of the tree, looking 
at it from the right angle, you can also 
view a strong tree that looks unscathed 
and continues to thrive. On their Mas-
ter the Possibilities tour, Sholom Park’s 
staff asks us to consider how this tree’s 
survival relates to all of us. At some 
point in our lives, we have dealt with 
loss and pain, yet we are able to con-

tinue living. When we look at this tree, 
we understand that all of us need com-
passion and deserve mutual respect be-
cause all of us have endured pain. The 

“wounded heart tree” represents the 
wisdom and comfort that we can find at 
Sholom Park. Again, I encourage you to 
visit Sholom Park, enjoy the beauty of it 
all and find your own peace.
Dogs Are Man’s Best Friend Until

Complaints about pets – dogs particu-
larly – are becoming more frequent as 
of late. This community is, of course, 
dog friendly and there are many dogs. 
Remember that dogs should be always 
under their owner’s control. Allowing 
your dog to eliminate wastes on your 
neighbor’s lawn is showing a lack of re-
spect for the privacy of your neighbor 
and their property. And, for goodness 
sakes, do not place your dog’s waste in 
other residents’ trash receptacles.
Heading Back Home

This is the time of year, some of our 
residents migrate back to their season-
al homes. Please leave your home here 
in good order and have a neighbor or a 
friend check your home periodically to 
ensure against water leaks, power out-
ages (which can affect irrigation system 
programming), and the general look of 
vacancy that happens if newspapers, no-
tices, flyers, etc. are not picked up. Enjoy 
your time away and be safe. 
Visitors and Guests

Many of you will enjoy visits from 
your family and friends afar. Just a few 
safety reminders for the youngsters so 
that their visit will be the best time ever:

• Golf carts are to be operated by 
someone at least 15 years of age.

• Skateboarding, skating, roller-
blading, and similar activities are 
allowed on residential streets only 
– not common property.

• Children must be monitored at 
pool areas and pool rules obeyed.

Sprucing Up
As we go into summer, you may think 

about changing your lawn design. May-
be add more or different flowers, shrub-

Valerie Muriel

Weybourne 
Landing

May all your days this month be awe-
some! We wish all moms a happy Moth-
er’s Day! I would like to welcome all the 
new residents and invite you to all our 
May events.
Happy Hour

Happy Hour takes place the second 
Saturday of every month from 5 to 9 p.m. 
On Saturday, May 13, Robert France will 
be your entertainer. Bring your own 
beverages and snacks and enjoy danc-
ing with friends and neighbors. This is a 
free event for residents and $5 per guest 
attending with a resident.  
Kocktails & Karaoke

Karaoke takes place the third Tuesday 
of every month from 5 to 8 p.m. Knight 
Sound will be here Tuesday, May 16, in 
the Ballroom. Bring your own beverag-
es and snacks and get ready to sing the 
night away. This is a free event for resi-
dents and $5 per guest attending with a 
resident. 
Trivia*

Trivia, hosted by Knight of Colum-
bus, will begin Tuesday, June 6, in the 
Ballroom from 5 to 8 p.m. There will be 
eight people per table, so start coming 
up with names for your team. One per-
son from each table must have a smart-
phone. The cost is $3 per resident and 
$5 per guest. Bring your own beverages 
and snacks.  Have fun and win prizes. 
Community Tag Sale*

Come join us for a community tag sale 
and earn a little extra cash from selling 
your unused items. The event is on Sat-
urday, May 20, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in 
the Ballroom and veranda. The cost is $8 
per resident.
Pool Party Bash*

Let’s party poolside on Saturday June 
24, from 3 to 6 p.m. The cost is $16 per 
resident and $18 per guest attending 
with a resident. Fresh Plates Creative 
Catering will be catering the event.  
Holiday Hours

On Monday, May 29 (Memorial Day), 
facility hours will be 9 a.m.to 5 p.m. 
Community News

Social hour has been cancelled for 
May.

Pickleball will be closed from Mon-
day, April 24 through approximately 
Saturday, May 13 as all courts are transi-
tioning into pickleball courts. 

*To register, visit The Landing office. Payment is 
required at the time of registration. No refunds will 
be issued 14 days prior to registered event. Resident 
ID must be presented at all times and when purchas-
ing tickets. Guests must be accompanied by a Wey-
bourne Landing resident.   

bery, pavers, curbing and such. It is then 
time to check your HOA’s Community 
Rules and Standards. A modification ap-
plication may be required. So, before 
you pretty up, read up!
Resident Services

Resident Services is open from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. Please 
note that the office is closed daily a half 
hour between noon and 1 p.m. The time 
begins when the last resident assisted 
before closing vacates the building as 
soon after noon as possible. 

The Resident Services office is closed 
the third Wednesday of every month, 
which falls on May 17, from noon to 1 
p.m. Resident Services may be reached 
at 352-236-OTOW (6869) or otowser-
vice@otowfl.com Monday through Fri-
day, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., or in person by vis-
iting Suite 500, in Friendship Commons, 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

You may wish to complete your main-
tenance request online versus stopping 
by the office. Visit OTOWInfo.com > 
Maintenance Request and enter your 
request. Be sure to scroll down to enter 
the service you are requesting and click 

submit. 
Resident ID cards and up to two 

gate access controls may be issued per 
household. Photo ID cards are updated 
every five years. Additional annual fees 
will apply for more than two occupants.
After Hours Non-Medical Emergencies 

On Top of the World (Central) Own-
ers Association members, please notify 
Resident Services first before contacting 
an outside contractor for repairs such 
as roots in water lines, sewer backups, 
sprinklers damaged by mowers, etc. If 
it is after normal business hours and 
you experience some manner of a non-
medical emergency, we ask that you 
please call (352) 236-OTOW (6869) for 
assistance. Even though Resident Ser-
vices is closed, the number is answered 
24 hours a day and you will be able to 
speak with an after-hours representa-
tive, who, based on the reason for the 
call, will provide direction or dispatch 
an after-hours person.
Something to Take With You

“Whether you think you can or you 
think you can’t, you’re right.” – Henry 
Ford

HANDICAP EQUIPMENT
Handicap equipment is loaned free to residents 

during their convalescent term – walkers, 
crutches, canes or wheelchairs. For more 

information, call the  
Recreation Center at 352-854-8707 x7534.
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Lori Lund

Active  
Newcomers Club

On Saturday, March 18, the Active 
Newcomers Club hosted a “Fling into 
Spring” social for about 80 members 
at the Arbor Conference Center.  With 
springtime colors and flowers, the room 
was decorated and waiting to welcome 
the members to a catered meal from 
Let’s Eat Fresh that included a variety 
of sub sandwiches, salads, cheesecakes, 
and beverages.  Fun get acquainted type 
games were played to help the members 
continue to learn unique things about 
each other.  DJ Jake Favia provided mu-
sic for listening and dancing.  

The Active Newcomers Club has nu-
merous small group activities planned 
by membership and board members.  
The dinner club currently has 70 mem-
bers, which involves six to 10 people 
visiting a local restaurant to enjoy each 
other’s company in a smaller environ-
ment which aides getting to know each 
other easier. 

Numerous other small groups sug-
gested by the membership have been:  
wine tasting, ladies golf, couples golf, 
walking, cards, games, hiking, craft 
beer, women’s writing, and bowling.  
Organizational emails should have been 

Photo by Dennis Green

Active Newcomers ready to play games.

sent out by now explaining when these 
small groups will be meeting.  

On Tuesday, May 9, there will be a piz-
za party at the Arbor Conference Center 
Dance Studios III-IV from 6 to 9 pm.  At-
tendance will be limited to 60 members.  
For only $5 paid at the door, members 
can partake in an assortment of pizzas, 
salads, and desserts.  Just bring your 
own drinks.  The Dulcimer Group will 
provide the entertainment with a great 
variety of their music.  If you want to 

reserve your spot at the pizza party, just 
email activenewcomersclub@outlook.
com or respond to our Facebook page.  

On Saturday, June 3, from 5 to 9 p.m. 
we will hold our club picnic at the Vet-
erans Park pavilion.  Members can ei-
ther bring their own picnic meal and 
drinks or purchase a meal from the 
Curbside Cuisine food truck.  The food 
truck menu can be viewed at facebook.
com/curbsidecuisinemobile.  There will 
also be vegetarian and gluten-free op-

Have you noticed an increase in 
the use of QR codes in advertisements 
around On Top of the World? There’s a 
reason for this! QR codes are versatile 
and powerful tools that are quickly be-
coming a popular way for consumers to 
engage with brands and businesses. QR 
stands for “quick response,” and they 
serve as a way to quickly link users to 
digital content. They are an extremely 
useful tool that bridges the gap between 
physical and digital media. 

Originally developed in 1994 by the 
Japanese company Denso Wave as a 
more efficient way to track automotive 
parts, QR codes have made their way 
into other business functions. There is 
no limit to what types of information 
can be stored in a QR code, making them 

What are QR Codes?
By Andrew Works

useful for many different applications. 
QR codes are made up of black mod-

ules arranged in a square pattern on a 
solid color background. The patterns 
represent binary codes that when 
scanned, links to information stored 
within. The code is decoded by scan-
ning with a smartphone or dedicated QR 
reader. 

Nowadays, most smartphones have 
built-in software that easily accesses the 
information in a QR code simply by us-
ing the phone’s camera. Once scanned, 
consumer focused QR codes like those 
seen in advertisements, will typically 
prompt the user to open the link or ac-
cess the desired data. QR codes can be 
used to open websites, make payments, 
store contact details, give discounts, and 

more. Consumers benefit from the use 
of QR codes because they are so easy to 
use and provide faster access to the in-
formation they desire. 

In addition to getting exclusive of-
fers and discounts from businesses, QR 
codes can also be used to access digital 
membership cards, loyalty programs, 
and with the rise of contactless pay-
ments, QR codes can be a convenient 
way to make payments without having 
to use cash or plastic cards. 

How secure are QR codes? QR codes 
are simply a physical-to-digital portal. 
You scan the code, and it takes you to 
the digital endpoint, for instance, a spe-
cific page on a website. In this sense, 
QR codes are secure, it’s not until the 
end-user enters requested information 
where there could be a problem. Scam-
mers with malicious intent could cover 
up a business’s legitimate QR code with 
their own leading to a fake site where 
they could unintentionally give hackers 

access to their device or private infor-
mation. Therefore, it’s advisable to fol-
low these best practices before scanning 
using a QR code:

• Review the QR code for any suspi-
cious elements, such as – Is it part 
of the printed advertisement or is 
the QR code a sticker? Is the busi-
ness’s actual logo included? Do 
the colors used match the known 
branding of the business? 

• Avoid using third-party apps to 
scan.

• Verify the website address the 
QR code links you to is the actual 
business’s website.

Following these steps can help pre-
vent QR code users from falling victim 
to malicious attempts of theft. 

QR code usage is becoming increas-
ingly popular for businesses and con-
sumers on the go, and with so many ben-
efits, it’s easy to see why, as they provide 
a fast and convenient way to access digi-
tal information from your smart device.

tions available.  Members just need to 
bring their own chairs/tables, picnic 
meal if not purchasing from the food 
truck, drinks.  We will have a raffle and 
entertainment by the R&R Group which 
includes duo/trio of bass, and acoustic 
guitar, piano with vocals.  As always, if 
you want to contact the Active Newcom-
ers Club board of directors just email  
activenewcomersclub@outlook.com   or 
visit our Facebook page (Active New-
comers Club OTOW).  
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Finding Zen

Sholom Park has some very exciting 
news to share. Just a few weeks ago, we 
broke ground on a new 3/4-acre Japanese 
Zen garden. The garden is set to feature a 
Zen ocean, a traditional Zen rock raking 
area, meditational and reflection points, 
and walking trails. This new addition to 
Sholom Park will provide visitors with 
gorgeous landscape vistas, and peaceful 
settings, where quiet meditation will be 
encouraged.

The Zen ocean is one of the highlights 
of the new garden. Visitors will be able 
to sit on an observation deck and take 
in the beautiful scenery of the tranquil 
Zen ocean with large rocks representing 
islands. Zen oceans are designed to sym-
bolize the movement of water and the 
flow of energy in the universe.

Another vital and compelling fea-
ture of the new Zen garden will be the 
meditational raking garden known as a 
karesansui. This interactive area of the 
Zen garden will allow people to rake pat-
terns into the gravel area. Thus, allowing 
them to clear their minds and achieve a 
sense of inner peace.

At the heart of the design are tradition-
al Japanese Zen garden features, includ-
ing a Torii gate, dry stream beds, stone 
lanterns, natural ornamental stones set 
in the landscape, bamboo fencing, foun-
tains, and other elements aiming to craft 
a distinct and genuine Zen experience. 
The garden will also feature a variety of 
different plants, trees, and rock forma-
tions, all carefully arranged to create a 
sense of balance and harmony.

Overall, the new Japanese Zen garden 
at Sholom Park will be a beautiful and 
serene space that not only adds to the 
park’s natural beauty but also provides 
visitors with a unique and authentic Zen 
experience. With its roots in ancient 
Japanese culture and history, this new 
addition to Sholom Park is sure to be a 
popular destination for nature lovers 
and spiritual seekers alike.

Sholom Park is proud of its mission to 
be a seed of peace in the lives of those 
who visit. We encourage you to visit 
whenever you can. We expect construc-
tion of the garden to be completed by 
late summer 2023. 

Rendering courtesy of Sholom Park

Japaense Zen garden coming to Sholom Park.

Andrea La Fave

Community Emergency 
Response Team

The Community Emergency Response 
Team (CERT) program provides training 
in emergency preparedness and disaster 
response to volunteers who would like to 
help their community. Some of the skills 
in which volunteers are trained are:

• first aid and disaster medical op-
erations

• fire safety
• light search and rescue
• team organization for disaster re-

sponse
The Community Emergency Re-

sponse Team is about helping you help 
yourself, your family, and your closest 
neighborhood.

Join us at a meeting! We meet the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month, from 9 to 
11 a.m. in the Arbor Conference Cen-
ter Event Room. Call Debra at 412-443-
2930 to confirm the next date.

To receive free training, apply at mar-
ionso.com/emergency-management-
volunteering. Marion County Sheriff’s 
Office will contact you before the next 
training session.

Community ham radio operators can 
assist us from home by tuning in to Sim-
plex frequency 146.565.  When deployed 

during a disaster event, we need neigh-
borhood reports on building damage, 
blocked roads, medical emergencies, 
and other vital information.  Our des-
ignated command center is the Hobby 
Building Art Room, where ham radio 
operators establish contact with Marion 
County Emergency Management. For in-
formation, please contact brucetwiss@
yahoo.com.

GOING OUT OF TOWN?
View or download a PDF  

of the World News at  
ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala.
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Charles Calhoun

Veterans Club

This year we honor and remember 
our lost soldiers Monday, May 29, with a 
Memorial Day Ceremony. The Veterans 
Club will perform a flag ceremony at 8 
a.m. at the Veterans Park. 

At 11 a.m. in the Recreation Center 
Ballroom, we will perform a missing 
man table ceremony to honor all those 
soldiers and sailors who gave their all 
to give us the freedom we enjoy. Cap-
tain Petty will speak on the history and 

Photo by Phil Panzera

The Angela Santos VFW Post 4781 honor guard performing a missing man table ceremony.

Part I
If any of us need another good reason 

to be delighted about choosing On Top 
of the World for their home, how about 
this … we have a treasure in our back-
yard.  No, not that kind of treasure.  The 
other kind … human treasure … trea-
sure that is treasured.

Of course, I am referring to the large 

Photo by Kristi Hilton

Honoring the Vietnam War veterans at a gathering on Wednesday, March 29.

Treasure in our  
Backyards

meaning of Memorial Day.
In honor of the service men and wom-

en who gave their all, please do not say, 
“Happy Memorial Day.” Memorial Day 
was created to honor our fallen heroes. 
It is a day of reflection and time to pay 
tribute to those service members.

If you see a veteran or current service 
member, please say, “Thank you for 
your service.” We were willing and are 
still willing to give our all for this coun-
try and what it stands for.

Veterans Club meetings are held at 
the Arbor Conference Center Dance Stu-
dios I-IV on the third Thursday of the 
month at 3 p.m. For more information, 
call Charlie Calhoun at 352-556-6004.

By Elaine Morrison 
World News Writer

population of gallant men and wom-
en, our friends, and neighbors, who 
have served in the U.S. military.  Every 
branch of the military.  Go to Veterans 
Park sometime and read the names on 
the pavers under each branch’s flag.  It 
is both humbling and inspiring.

On Wednesday, March 29, National 
Vietnam War Veterans Day, a group of 
resident veterans gathered at the home 
of Tom and Irene Duncan in Kestrel.  
Kestrel alone boasts more than 35 vet-
eran residents.

Celebrated since 1973, the date rep-
resents the withdrawal of U.S. combat 
troops from Vietnam.  Today more than 
seven million Vietnam War veterans are 
living in the United States and abroad.

Replete with flags and patriotic garb, 
the Kestrel celebration was spearhead-
ed by resident Kristi Hilton, herself an 
Iraq combat war veteran, whose selfless 
drive and determination to honor and 
applaud her fellow veterans is becoming 
legendary in the community.

More than 50 veterans and spouses, 
from many neighborhoods, came lad-
en with food and personal stories.  Ev-
eryone was given a sheet with lyrics 
and a medley of Armed Forces songs 
rang out in the community.  The songs 
included, “ “The Army Goes Rolling 
Along,” “Anchors Aweigh,” “The U.S. 
Air Force,” “Semper Paratus,” and “The 
Marines’ Hymn.”

When it came time to eat, the group 
laughed loudly as Kristi announced, “All 
officers remain seated, let the enlisted 
men eat.”

Entertainment for the gathering in-
cluded retired U.S. Navy CW4 Mike Ball, 
singer and guitarist, ventriloquist Peggy 
Cary and her friend Willie, and humor-
ist, Chris Pukasias. Willie, dressed in his 
combat gear and wearing his “dad’s” 
dog tags, poked wry humor at some of 
the audience, insinuating that they had 
furniture diseases because “their chests 
have fallen into their drawers.”

Among those enjoying the festivities 
were Nic Arkon, retired U.S. Air Force, 
who came dressed in his 55 year old ba-
sic training shirt and shorts; Mike Ball, 
U.S. Navy demolition diver and his wife, 
Linda Nesbitt, retired U.S. Navy captain, 
who served as a dentist for 25 years; 
highly decorated air combat medalist 
Louis (Smokey) Mederios and his wife 
Anna Marie; Dan Fausnaugh, two silver 
stars and a Purple Heart; Gene Kowal-
ski, another Purple Heart recipient; and 
Chris Pukasias, whose father served un-
der General George Patton during World 
War II.

A beautifully decorated cake, adorned 
with chocolate flags and a Vietnam War 
poster, was presented as the sweet end-
ing to the event.  Then volunteers rep-
resenting each military branch, holding 
flags, led the entire company in a rous-
ing chorus of “You’re a Grand Old Flag.”  
This was followed by a spirited and emo-
tional rendering of “My Country, ‘Tis of 
Thee”, also known as simply “America.” 
God bless our troops and the United 
States of America. 

RECYCLE OFTEN. RECYCLE RIGHT.

Visit OTOWInfo.com for a list of acceptable items to recycle.
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The Lodge at  
Candler Hills

Nora Dominguez
352-387-7372

Indigo East

$19999
Reno

LARGEST SELECTION OF INDOOR
& OUTDOOR FANS ANYWHERE!

Ocala 2701 SW College

DansFanCity.com

352-237-6999
Design Your Own Fan Parts & Services Available

Locally Owned & OperatedIn-Store Warrannes

Styles To Fit
Every Decor!

06/05/23

With summer right around the cor-
ner, it is nice to see residents enjoying 
the pools. There are so many fun activi-
ties to enjoy in this community! Stay up-
dated by visiting OTOWInfo.com.
Social Night

Come socialize with your friends and 
neighbors on Tuesday, May 9, from 5 to 7 
p.m. Entertainment will be provided by 
Dave Shepard. Bring your favorite bev-
erages and enjoy light hors d’oeuvres 
(while supplies last). This is a free event 
to our Candler Hills residents. Guest 
fees of $5 apply to those who attend with 
residents.
Summer Cocktail Party*

The weather is beautiful and it’s time 
to party! Come join us Wednesday, May 
24, from 3 to 6 p.m. for refreshing cock-

tails and light appetizers while listening 
to live entertainment by Mike Webb. 
The menu includes sangria, margaritas, 
and spiked lemonade, shrimp cocktails, 
lemon and blueberry cheesecake shoot-
ers, watermelon, feta, and mint bites. 
Tickets are $17 per resident and $19 per 
guest accompanied by a resident. Please 
note that no outside beverages will be 
permitted at this event.
Happy Hour

Happy Hour takes place the third Sat-
urday of every month from 5 to 8 p.m. 
On Saturday, May 20, Automatic will 
be here for your entertainment. Bring 
your own beverages and snacks and en-
joy dancing with friends and neighbors. 
This event is free for residents and $5 
per guest accompanied by a resident. 
Kocktails & Karaoke

Head over to the Recreation Center on 
Thursday, May 25, for an evening of ka-
raoke with Charlie and Kathy from 5 to 8 
p.m. This event is free for residents and 
$5 per guest attending with a resident.

This event will return to The Lodge at 
Candler Hills Ballroom Thursday, June 
22. 

Room Reservations
Room reservations for 2024 are now 

being accepted for rooms at The Lodge 
at Candler Hills and Candler Hills Com-
munity Center.

Room requests are done on a year-
to-year basis and resident IDs will be 
required for booking. If you are plan-
ning an event, it is important to have all 
paperwork submitted to our office two 
weeks in advance. This gives adequate 
time to submit setups and guest list to 
the appropriate departments. 

*To register, visit The Lodge at Candler Hills office 
Monday through Thursday 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., or Friday 
and Saturday 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sunday 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Payment is required at the time of registration. Resi-
dent IDs must be presented at all events and when 
purchasing tickets. No refunds will be issued 14 days 
or fewer prior to registered event.

May is a beautiful month to enjoy be-
ing out in the sunshine and celebrating 
the month’s special days.

Mother’s Day is a time to celebrate 
our mothers and Memorial Day, a time 
to honor and remember those who sac-
rificed so much for our freedom. 

Join us for all the fun activities 
planned this month.
Trivia*

On Monday, May 1, trivia takes place 
from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Indigo East Com-
munity Center. The cost is $3 per resi-
dent and $5 per guest. Bring a beverage 
and snack to share with your team.
Rock ‘n’ Roll Night

On Wednesday, May 10, the Indigo 
East Community Center will be rockin’ 
and rollin’ from 5 to 8 p.m. Dave and 
Kenny will provide live entertainment. 
Bring snacks and beverages of choice. 
This is a free event for residents and $5 
per guest attending with a resident.
Pool Party Bash*

On Thursday, May 11, make a splash 
at the Indigo East Fitness Center from 1 
to 4 p.m. Get out and party in the sun! 
Fresh Plates Creative Catering will of-
fer cheeseburgers, hot dogs with relish, 
baked beans, potato chips, cookies, and 
strawberry lemonade. Bring your bever-
age of choice in an approved container 
(no glass) and enjoy live music with Kur-
tis Mae. Tickets cost $16 per resident and 
$18 per guest attending with a resident.
Karaoke

Sing your heart out! You don’t have to 
feel uncomfortable singing because we 
all support and cheer each other on. En-
joy the fun with DJ Frank Thursday, May 
18, from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Indigo East 
Community Center. This event is free 
for residents and $5 per guest attending 
with a resident.
Social Hour

On Wednesday, May 24, sit back, so-
cialize, and enjoy easy listening music 
by Linda Sisco from 5 to 7 p.m. at the 
Indigo East Community Center. We will 
provide cheese, crackers, and fruit plat-
ters (while supplies last). Bring your own 
beverage of choice. This event is free 
for residents and $5 per guest attending 
with a resident.
Happy Hour

Happy Hour with live entertainment 
is every Friday. This is a free event for 
residents and $5 per guest attending 
with a resident. Bring your favorite 
cocktail and snacks and have fun with 
your friends, family, and neighbors.

Upcoming entertainment includes:
• May 5: Mike and Kathy Gallagher
• May 12: JoJo
• May 19: Casey Young
• May 26: Johnny Lobo

Holiday Hours
On Monday, May 28 (Memorial Day), 

facility hours will be 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
*To register visit the Indigo East office. Payment 

is required at the time of registration. No refunds will 
be issued 14 days or fewer prior to registered event. 
Resident IDs must be presented at all times and when 
purchasing tickets. Guests must be accompanied by 
an Indigo East resident.

GOING OUT OF TOWN?
View or download a PDF  

of the World News at  
ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala.

LOST OR FOUND A PET?
Call the SPCA of Marion County   

hotline at 352-362-0985.
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Recreation Center

Spring is in the air with summer 
quickly approaching. Triple digit tem-
peratures will be here before you know 
it … make sure you stay well hydrated by 
drinking plenty of water when partici-
pating in outdoor activities.
Community Pools

With the warmer weather here, what 
better place to enjoy the outdoors than 
in one of the community pools? Please 
remember when utilizing the pool ar-
eas that pets are prohibited on the pool 
deck. Pool rules are posted around all 
pools and non-compliance will result in 
loss of privileges. Please have resident 
IDs available when visiting the pool ar-
eas. Rules and procedures are strictly 
enforced. A resident must accompany 
their guest(s). Please note that children 
under the age of 15 are not permitted in 
the family pools until after noon during 
weekdays. 
Telephone Directories

The 2023 resident telephone directory 
has arrived. You may pick up your copy 
at Resident Services. If you have chang-
es to the directory, you’ll need to make 
them at that time.
Tap Dance Classes*

Have some fun with tap instructor 
Penny Berton. She is patient, caring, 
creative, and is a great choreographer. 
No experience necessary. She will start 
with the basics, and you’ll find yourself 
progressing quickly. Join the class, bring 
those tap shoes (or hard-sole shoes) and 
awaken your love for tap.

• Intermediate: Tuesdays, at 2:15 
p.m. 

• Advanced: Tuesdays, at 1 p.m. 
Classes are $20 per person for a four-

week class (monthly) which take place in 
the Recreation Center Ballroom. Please 
note there will not be any tap classes in 
the month of June. 
Intermediate Broadway Dance Class*

Do you love musicals? All choreog-
raphy will be inspired and styled after 
those foot-stomping favorites. This is a 
seven-week session with no experience 
needed. The cost for the two-month 
class is $42 per person. Any comfortable 
shoes can be worn (no sandals, please). 
Classes are Fridays (May/June) at 1:15 
p.m. at the Arbor Conference Dance Stu-
dios I-IV. 
Ballroom Dance Lessons* 

Butch Phillips teaches social ballroom 
dancing. Singles and couples are wel-
come. The three-week class is held on 
the second, third and fourth Wednesday 
of each month in the Recreation Center 
Ballroom, from 12:30 to 2 p.m. Cost is 
$30 per resident, per three-week class. 

Classes will include step description 
for leader and follower, including cor-
rect characteristic of dance with an em-
phasis on lead and follow skills and lots 
of practice to music. The classes are as 
follows: May–Cha-Cha and June–Waltz.
Tropic Trivia Night*

Trivia is very popular with everyone 
ready for mind-boggling challenges. 
Don’t miss out on your team’s opportu-
nity to participate. Our next trivia is on 
Thursday, May 4. Please note that bever-
ages, water bottles, and/or cups are not 

permitted. 
Sign-ups for play are currently being 

accepted through July. You must pro-
vide a list of your team players’ names 
at time of sign-up. Trivia is held the first 
Thursday of every month from 4 to 6 
p.m. in the Recreation Center Ballroom, 
and the cost is $5 per resident and $7 per 
guest attending with resident. 

April
1: Motley Crew; 2: Eight is Enough; 3: Paw Patrol 
Factoids.
Ocala’s Horse Country Tour*

Join us on Fridays, May 5 and May 26, 
as we tour Ocala’s horse country and get 
an insider’s view of all that is included 
in Marion County. The tour includes 
close interaction with the horses and 
the people who handle them. During 
the drive between stops, learn the his-
tory and fun facts about Ocala’s horses 
and points of interest. There is about 20 
to 30 minutes of walking at each farm. 
Please wear closed-toe shoes for this 
trip. After the farm, we will stop at the 
World Equestrian Center for lunch (on 
your own). You will have two and a half 
hours to explore freely. The cost is $38 
per person. 
Karaoke

Can you carry a tune? If so, come join 
the fun as Kathy and Charlie Petrosky 
will DJ karaoke on Thursday, May 11, 
from 5 to 8 p.m. in the Recreation Center 
Ballroom. You are sure to have a great 
time! This is free for residents and $5 
per guest attending with a resident. 
The John and Mable Ringling Museum 
of Art*

On Wednesday, May 17, take a trip to 
The John and Mable Ringling Museum 
of Art as it is a remarkable legacy of the 
circus entrepreneur, collector of art, and 
financier. During your visit, there will be 
an R. Luke DuBois exhibit, a prodigious 
body of work ranging from musical com-
position and collaborative performance 
to large scale public installations, film 
and generative computer works. This 
66-acre estate includes the Museum of 
Art, the Venetian-Gothic Ca’d’Zan man-
sion, their winter-residence, and the 
18th century historic Asolo Theater, Cir-
cus Museum. Shopping and dining are 
onsite. The cost is $60 per person and 
includes transportation and entry into 
the museum. 
Social Hour

Relax and socialize with friends and 
neighbors on Thursday, May 18, from 4 
to 6 p.m. in the Recreation Center Ball-
room. Easy listening music will be pro-
vided by The Mudds. A cash bar and 
hors d’oeuvres will be provided (while 
supplies last). This is a free event. 
Victory Casino*

Take a gamble and join us for an after-
noon of fun on Wednesday, May 31, in 
Cape Canaveral, Florida. The cost is $54 
per person and includes round trip trans-
portation, food voucher, port boarding 
fee and $20 in qualifying slot play. 600 
of the latest slot machines, bingo and a 
sportsbook, 27 live table games includ-
ing blackjack, craps, roulette, three card 
poker, ultimate Texas Hold’em, Let it 
Ride and EZ Bad, a la carte menu and 
live entertainment will be available. No 
smoking allowed. Government issued 
photo ID will be required. 
Pool Pavilion Happy Hour

Happy Hour at the Recreation Center 
pool pavilion is from 1 to 4 p.m. every 
Friday. Should inclement weather be 
predicted, the outdoor entertainment 

will be cancelled. 
The entertainment lineup is as fol-

lows:
• May 5: Charity
• May 12: Dynamic Duo
• May 19: Cherokee
• May 26: Kurtis May
We will also provide an additional 

pool pavilion Happy Hour on Sunday, 
May 14, from 1 to 4 p.m. with entertain-
er Debbie Owen & Tony T.

Please note that no outside beverages 
of any kind will be permitted at the Rec-
reation Center veranda, pool, or pool 
pavilion.
Happy Hour

Join us for Happy Hour every Friday 
from 5 to 8 p.m. in the Recreation Center 
Ballroom.

On Friday, May 5, we will have a 
themed Cinco de Mayo Happy Hour. 
Come dressed in your favorite outfit and 
join in the festivities. 

The outdoor Cruise-in Happy Hour 
is on the third Friday of each month 
(March through May) with the next one 
on Friday, May 19. We will hold it on 
the front lawn of the Recreation Center. 
Bring lawn chairs and come enjoy live 
entertainment as well as viewing the 
showcase of cars that will be on display 
by many of our residents. Fresh Plates 
Creative Catering will have a tent in 
place selling beer and wine (cash only) 
and Heavenly Foods and Devilish Treats 
food truck will be onsite. Come out 
and enjoy an evening with friends and 
neighbors. Should inclement weather 
be predicted, the car display will be can-
celled, and Happy Hour will move inside 
the Recreation Center Ballroom.

The entertainment lineup is as fol-
lows:

• May 5: Cinco de Mayo with Auto-
matic 

• May 12: One Flite Up
• May 19: Cruise-in with Radlin 

Rootz 
• May 26: Kathleen Kane
Resident IDs will be required for en-

try into Happy Hour and anyone not pro-
ducing a resident ID will be considered 
a guest and guest fees are $5 per person. 
Children under the age of 15 will not be 
permitted into Happy Hour. Please note 
that no outside beverages of any kind 
will be allowed. 
Community News

Please keep in mind that to guarantee 
your use of the following pavilions Vet-
erans Park, Recreation Center pool, soft-
ball, The Landing, The Lodge at Candler 
Hills and Indigo East you must complete 
a Room Request form. Booking of the 
pavilions and the forms can be obtained 
by contacting the facility offices. 

The R/C flying field and car track are 
amenities for all residents and Gateway 
of Services passholders. Please note that 
when utilizing this facility, all pets must 
be on a leash, and you must pick up af-
ter them. The pavilion located at the R/C 
flying field and car track is for the club 
member use and will not be permitted 
for holding private parties. Alcohol is 
prohibited in this area due to the insur-
ance that is carried by these clubs.

The Landing pickleball courts will be 
closed for resurfacing and converting 
over to all pickleball through approxi-
mately Saturday, May 13. Please plan ac-

cordingly. 
The community library is in the 

Hobby Building and is open seven days 
a week from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. You must 
scan your resident ID for entry.
Memorial Day Ceremony

The Veterans Club will hold the an-
nual Memorial Day Ceremony to honor 
the men and women who sacrificed it all 
while serving in the United States Armed 
Forces. Honored guests include all ac-
tive duty and retired military personnel, 
and guest speakers. This event will be 
held on Monday, May 29, at 8 a.m. at the 
Veterans Park for the flag raising and 11 
a.m. in the Recreation Center Ballroom 
for the ceremony. Come honor and 
pay respect to our veterans who gave 
their all! For more information, contact 
Charles Calhoun at 352-556-6004.
Holiday Hours

On Monday, May 29 (Memorial Day), 
the Recreation Center Fitness Center, 
Arbor Fitness Center and pool will be 
open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. All fitness class-
es are cancelled, and the office will be 
closed.

All On Top of the World (Central) fa-
cilities and pools will remain open on 
the holiday.
Stay in the Know

Additional event/trip details are avail-
able at OTOWInfo.com by clicking “Ac-
tivity Info” then “Virtual Bulletin Board” 
(or scan the QR code above), the Recre-
ation & Wellness Connections catalog, or 
pick up a printed flyer at the Recreation 
Center. Please also refer to the monthly 
event calendar (home delivered with ev-
ery issue of the World News).

We will not be publishing a Recre-
ation & Wellness Connections catalog 
for the second half of the year. All sched-
uled trips and events will be posted on 
the bulletin boards or communicated in 
the monthly news column and calendar. 
The catalog will return in 2024. 

Stay safe, have fun, and continue to 
monitor OTOWInfo.com for the latest 
updates.

* Payment is required at time of registration for 
trips. No refunds will be issued 14 days or fewer prior 
to any event or trip. Events and activities that take 
place behind the gates of On Top of the World are for 
residents only. 

OTOWInfo.com
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Where the amenities are endless!

By Ron Niebo

By Colleen Rocafort

The Women of the World fashion 
show and luncheon for Hospice of Mari-
on County was a huge success! We raised 

Photo by Janet Smith

Women of the World members who modeled for the fashion show plus our male volunteers and Kaitlynn Langland, ready to wear sales manager and Vivienne Bond, ladies apparel stylist from Dillard’s.

Fashion Show and  
Luncheon a Success

$9,330 for Hospice of Marion County for 
Hospice Care and the Nancy Renyhart 
Center for Dementia Education between 

ticket sales and proceeds from the raffle 
gift basket tickets. 

This year, we received 111 raffle gift 
basket donations from our members, 
several On Top of the World clubs, and 
several outside suppliers and organiza-
tions. We thank you all for your incred-
ible generosity. 100% of the ticket sales 
from the raffle gift baskets was donated 
to Hospice of Marion County.

Cindy Moody, from Hospice of Mari-

on County, received an initial check for 
$2,000 based on the ticket sales at the 
event. At the April 20 club meeting, Cin-
dy Moody and Lanie Shirey, executive 
director for the Nancy Renyhart Center 
for Dementia Education were presented 
with a second check from all the pro-
ceeds from the raffle gift baskets – total-
ing $7,330.

This year’s sold-out event was held 
on Wednesday, March 22, at Circle 
Square Cultural Center. The cruise wear 
fashions were provided by Dillard’s. 
Kaitlynn Langland, ready to wear sales 
manager and Vivienne Bond, ladies ap-
parel stylist coordinated the fashions for 
our show.

The models were Women of the World 
club members: Shirley Rutledge, Susan 
Parziale, Katherine Anshewitz, Joanie 
Ford, Janet Cairo, Diane Jenkins, Barba-
ra Buehler, Paola Sharkey, Donna Sieg-
fried, Pat Wright, Robin Waselewski, 
and Marilyn Cepanec. We are extremely 
grateful to you all for modeling the fash-
ions and having fun doing so. You helped 
to make the event very enjoyable!

Mojo’s served an amazing Hawaiian 
luau lunch consisting of guava glazed 
pork, Maui style chicken, island rice, 
grilled vegetables, sweet plantains, trop-
ical salad with a pina colada vinaigrette, 
and five different dessert shooters.

The beautiful flower centerpieces for 
each table and flower decorations were 
prepared by Flowers by Peggy and do-
nated by Peggy Janisch, our club trea-
surer. At the end of the event, these were 
given to one lucky table winner.

Our sponsor for this year’s event was 
Guided Medicare Solutions. 

An event of this caliber takes team-
work! Thank you to everyone for making 
this event such a wonderful success. You 
have helped to make a difference in the 
lives of many!

These spring temperatures are ideal 
to relax outdoors chatting with friends 
or indulging in an interesting read. My 
reading suggestion for new genealogists 
or those restructuring their research is 
the latest genealogy how-to book just 
published in February 2023. It is entitled 

“Generation by Generation: A Modern 
Approach to the Basics of Genealogy” 
by Tampa-based genealogist/librarian 
Drew Smith, one of our past guest speak-
ers. 

The book is based on the latest soft-
ware and resources available; it is a 
handy and comprehensive genealogy 
basics guidebook. In it Drew discusses 
how to organize the information you 
have and what you need; where and how 
to do effective research; and how to re-
cord discovered facts. Numerous exam-
ples guide the reader. There are hints on 
research techniques, tips, and tricks. 

One aspect I found most interesting 
was Drew’s fair and even treatment on 
what fee-based and free genealogy soft-
ware and information resources you 
might use to conduct your research. 
Also, if you are as bewildered as I am 
about DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) ter-
minology, sharing, sequencing orga-
nization and tracking … then let Drew 
walk you through the basics. He seems 
to anticipate our concerns and provides 
working examples to address them. Give 
it a thought … it might be just what a new 
or frustrated genealogist would like as a 
surprise Mother’s/Father’s Day gift.

On Monday, May 15, our quest speak-
er will again be Suzanne Mannio from 
The Statue of Liberty—Ellis Island Foun-

Photo by Carol M. Highsmith

The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation representative to speak at the Monday, May 15 Genealogical Society meeting.

dation. She will revisit the history of El-
lis Island. While Suzanne was with us in 
March, we experienced a technical issue 
which truncated her presentation. We 
are glad she could reschedule her dis-
cussions with us. Ellis Island is a fasci-
nating American topic … it will always 
be an historic symbol of the American 
Dream, and an unparalleled gateway 
destination and reference for over 24 
million immigrants.

Many thanks for the Ancestry® gene-
alogy software review provided on Mon-
day, April 17 by Eleanor Brinsko, lead 
genealogist and owner of Carlon Ge-
nealogical Services, LLC. She reviewed 
the latest software tools and techniques 
available at Ancestry to research, record, 
organize, share, and publish our genea-
logical findings. Members welcomed 
her demonstrations and guidance.

The Genealogical Society holds 
friendly meetings focused on assisting 
genealogical investigations. Meetings 
are both in-person and via Zoom on the 
third Monday every month in the Hobby 
Building Event Room from 10 a.m. to 
noon. During these meetings, there are 
open discussions, special interest group 
sessions, and a designated timeslot re-
served for a guest genealogist to review 
a specific area of interest. 

All residents can join. New members 
are welcome – beginners as well as ex-
perienced genealogists. Individual year-
ly dues are $20 or $35 for a couple. For 
membership information contact Mem-
bership Chair Wilma Kelley at wkel-
leymt@outlook.com.

The History of Ellis Island

Watching the red balls in the three sil-
ver cups, newspaper pages getting torn 
then reappearing whole again, and vari-
ous card tricks were all part of local ma-
gician Greg Solomon’s performance at 
the March meeting of the Jewish Club.

Solomon, introducing himself as a 
physical education teacher by day and 
magician by night and weekends, ap-
pears weekly at Gator’s Dockside.  

Several club members including Pres-
ident Carl Schneider, Treasurer Suzie 
Kline and members Joe and Susan Sand-
ers and Bill Fox “got” volunteered to be 
magician’s helpers during the show, 
which Solomon has titled Ocalacadabra.

Earlier in the meeting, for the month-
ly “moment in time” feature, Kline read 
the humorous and short “Two Minute 
Haggadah” by Michael Rubiner as we 
prepared for Passover. Highlights of this 
version included: “Heat soup now,” “Let 
brisket cool now,” and “Serve meal.” 

And speaking of eating, following the 
meeting, members enjoyed pies in hon-
or of the just completed National Pi Day 
on March 14.

In March, the lunch bunch ate dinner 
at Mojo’s. Wacky, right? What’s lunch 
bunch? Join fellow Jewish Club mem-
bers for an informal meal and conversa-
tion. No agenda; just food and schmooze. 
Members sign up, meet at a restaurant, 
order from the menu, and everyone is 
responsible for their own meal and gra-

Photo by Mark Frankel

Greg Solomon entertained the Jewish Club at the March meeting for an afternoon of magic and laughs.

tuity. It could be dinner, breakfast, or 
just coffee and the venue changes each 
month. Seating is limited. For more in-
formation about lunch bunch, contact 
Arlene Carlton at arlenecarlton@yahoo.
com.
Q. How is the Jewish Club like your fa-

vorite TV show?  
A. You can’t wait for either to return 

in the fall. 
Traditionally, the Jewish Club takes 

a hiatus following the annual May bar-
beque until our welcome back bagel and 
lox brunch in September. Your board 
will be meeting this summer to map out 
programming for next season and may 
have a few surprises for members even 
before September.

The Jewish Club meets monthly Sep-
tember through May on Sundays at 12:30 
p.m., usually the third Sunday of the 
month. Meetings are held in either the 
Arbor Conference Center or The Lodge 
at Candler Hills.

Members do not have to be Jewish 
to belong to the Jewish Club. The club 
promotes understanding and respect 
for Jewish people and their history, cus-
toms, and culture through social and 
educational activities. Annual dues are 
$18 per person.  

For more information about the Jew-
ish Club or for membership inquiries, 
please contact Gail Levine at 954-881-
4010 or gl4010@gmail.com.

A Magical Meeting
By Bruce Kanner
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Bill Shampine

World
Traveler

Jeanne Bennett-Bailey

Silver Rainbow  
Club

We are a welcoming and affirming 
group open to all. We are LGBTQ+ allies 
providing a safe space to gather, social-
ize, and enjoy each other’s company. 
We meet the third Wednesday of each 
month from 2 to 4 p.m. Through June, 
we will meet at the Candler Hills Com-
munity Center. From July through De-
cember, we will meet at the Arbor Con-
ference Center. Our annual club fee is 
$10 per person. 

We started a monthly bowling out-
ing on the third Friday of each month. 
We also started a monthly lunch outing. 
Please see our website for all the details.

To get the latest information about 
all our events, visit SilverRainbowClub.
com, or our Facebook page (Silver Rain-
bow Club).

We hope to see you soon!

I wrote about Bali, Indonesia last 
month. This month, I would like to con-
tinue with a discussion of the ancient 
Hindu temples still in use today, one of 
the most popular features for tourists to 
Bali.

All the mountain lakes in Bali re-
sulted from volcanoes that were active 
thousands of years ago. Many millennia 
after a major eruption, the top of a vol-
cano will collapse to form a crater called 
a caldera. The caldera then typically fills 
with water. In Bali, this process formed 
three large lakes that, today, provide a 
significant portion of all the fresh water 
used by the entire island country for do-
mestic and agriculture usage.

Because of the life-sustaining impor-
tance of the water, these lakes took on 
a religious significance. As I wrote last 
month, 87% of the people in Bali prac-
tice Hinduism, so most of the ancient 
temples that were built reflect that bias. 
Many temples were built alongside the 
three lakes to worship the Gods. 

Perhaps the most popular temple for 
tourists to visit is called the Pura Ulun 
Danu Bratan Temple. “Pura” means 
walled city or palace, “Ulun Danu” 
means above the lake, and Bratan is the 
name of the lake. Built in 1633, it actu-
ally is not a single temple, but a complex 
with five different temples. They all are 
dedicated to the Hindu Gods Brahma, 
Vishnu, and Shiva, as well as the goddess 
of the lake, Devi Danu. Interestingly, the 
design of the temples are a mix of Hindu 
and Buddhist architecture. 

The most popular, photogenic, of the 
five is the Lingga Petak Temple. It com-
monly is called the Ulun Danu Temple, 

Photo by Luke Triton

The Lingga Petak Temple, one of the four temples in the Pura Ulun Danu Beratan Complex, located on Lake Beratan, Bali, Indonesia.

thus becoming the primary representa-
tive of the entire complex. Temples are 
built with different numbers of tiers. 
Those with 11 tiers are dedicated to 
Vishnu, those with seven tiers to Brah-
ma, and those with three tiers are dedi-
cated to Shiva.

All three of the lakes have multiple 
temples built on their shores and on sev-

eral small islands in the lakes. Worship-
ers who wish to pray at a specific temple 
at sunrise, can rent canoes and guides to 
take them to their favorite temple.

Volcanic soil is noted for being rich 
in nutrients, so the area surrounding 
the lakes is a luxuriant, green forest 
combined with enormous fields of rice, 
the primary crop. Since the lakes are in 

a volcanic caldera, they are located at 
an elevation of about 4,000 feet, which 
provides residents with great views and 
comfortable temperatures.

Bali sounds like it would be a wonder-
ful place to visit. It is a beautiful country 
with friendly people, relatively inexpen-
sive, and some amazing ancient temples 
to see and enjoy.

REPLACEMENT CAR DECALS
Bring your car, resident ID,  
auto registration and $10.

Resident Services
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday

No decals issued during inclement weather. 

Resident Services is closed daily for 30 minutes 
between noon and 1 p.m.
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Colleen Rocafort

Women of
the World

Gail Morris

Lions Club

“Hey brother, can you spare a dime?” 
Remember that one or maybe, “If you 
have two nickels to rub together, you’re 
doing well.” The chair of our service 
projects, Barbara Scales, has been ask-
ing just that of our members and friends 
and the nickels are adding up. Barbara 
is an innovative project chair and has 
contacts at one of our local thrift shops 
that will sell her children’s shoes for a 
dime and clothing for a nickel. Barbara 
is making great progress in this venture, 
she’s calling it “shoebox express” for 
our school children at College Park El-
ementary. 

She delivers practically new shoes 
and clothing for the youngsters. The 
teachers note these children often come 
to school with no shoes and sometimes 
no underwear and clothes that don’t fit 
or are worn out. It’s been a great ser-
vice project for the club and the school 

is most appreciative. The children don’t 
know who’s stocking the school “clos-
et” but the students are given items 
from it. In College Park Elementary, the 
United Way wellness officer assists the 
children, in other schools its often the 
guidance counselor.

Barbara has also been signing up 
members to participate in the “Box Tops 
for Education” (BTFE). It’s a whole new 
process from the days – when my kids 
were in school – no cutting out coupons, 
just scan your cash register receipts and 
the magic of the computer/phone does 
the work and adds the funds to those 
schools that are participants in the pro-
gram. We have a few that are supported 
by our club, College Park Elementary, 
Dunnellon Elementary and Saddlewood 
Elementary. It’s such an easy process 
and it adds up quickly. The school re-
ceives $2 just for members joining.

Barbara is willing to help any club 
interested in supporting our Marion 
County schools with this program. Her 
contact information is 315-440-0142 or 
barbarascales58@hotmail.com.

In addition to our service projects, 
our club membership is increasing 

and so proud to say they are active par-
ticipants which has made planning our 
casino night much easier. Many hands 
equal light work. 

Casino night takes place Sunday, April 
30, from 5 to 8 p.m. at Circle Square Cul-

tural Center. We will report on this event 
in our June column. 

If you are interested in joining, con-
tact Estelle Michelson at 352-861-7358. 
Our meetings are the second and fourth 
Tuesday of each month in the Arbor 
Conference Center Event Room at 5 p.m.

Women of the World is a social and 
charitable organization. Our mission is 
to entertain, inform, educate, and in-
spire our members through our month-
ly meetings, and contribute to the local 
community by providing much-needed 
goods to those in need in Marion County. 

Our fashion show and luncheon for 
Hospice of Marion County was a huge 
success! We raised $9,330 for Hospice 
of Marion County for Hospice Care and 
the Nancy Renyhart Center for Demen-
tia Education with ticket sales and pro-
ceeds from the raffle gift basket tickets. 

At our Thursday, April 20 meeting, 
Cindy Moody and Lanie Shirey, execu-
tive director for the Nancy Renyhart 
Center for Dementia Education, were 
presented with a second check from all 
the proceeds from the raffle gift baskets 
totaling ($7,330). An event of this caliber 
takes teamwork! Thank you to everyone 
for making this fashion show such a 
wonderful success. You have helped to 
make a difference in the lives of many!

Our featured April charity was Flori-
da Kids Helping Kids (FKHK). FKHK is 
a nonprofit organization located in Bel-
leview, Florida run by donations, sup-
plies, and volunteers. 100 percent of all 
items and money donated goes back to 
helping the kids of the community and 
their programs. Several tables were 
filled with arts/crafts supplies, outdoor 
games, and school supplies for middle 
and high school students.

We also collected donations for Op-
eration Shoebox, a non-profit organiza-
tion based in Belleview that sends care 
packages with needed items that give a 
bit of home to our deployed U.S. troops 
around the world. We had several tables 
overflowing with needed items. Thank 
you to our members for your generosity!

Thursday, May 18, is our last meeting 
for the 2022-2023 club year. Community 

Emergency Response Team (CERT) will 
be presented. CERT educates people 
about disaster preparedness and trains 
them in basic disaster response skills. 
We will focus on hurricane prepared-
ness--an important topic for us all since 
hurricane season begins June 1.

Our featured May charity will be 
Open Arms Village located at St. Mark’s 
United Methodist Church. Open Arms 
Village exists as a safe community that 
treats homeless individuals with dignity 
and provides for their basic needs. It is a 
restoration program. Their current and 
ongoing needs are twin bed sheets sets, 
laundry soap, bleach, towel sets, clean-
ing supplies, Walmart gift cards, etc.

We are still looking for a second vice 
president for the 2023-2024 club year 
who is responsible for membership. 

Women of the World does not meet 
over the summer months. Our monthly 
meetings are scheduled for the third 
Thursday of the month at the Recreation 
Center Ballroom starting at noon. The 
club is open to all women residents and 
Gateway of Services passholders. If you 
are interested in joining us, please give 
Betty Thayer, president, a call at 352-
361-1313.

David Wesenberg

Scandinavian
American Club

The Scandinavian American Club had 
an eventful meeting in March under the 
direction of our new leader, Arlene Chil-
cot. The theme was facts and memories 
about Scandinavia and coming to the 
USA.

Paul Kroll planned and led the key 
event which was a 26-question trivia 
contest about Scandinavia. Each table 
competed to see who could answer the 
most questions correctly. The winning 
table answered 18 questions correctly. 

Listening to the answers after the triv-
ia questionnaire was over was almost as 
entertaining and informative as the triv-
ia contest itself. Great job, Paul!

Accompanying the event was some 
great Scandinavian food and special 
dishes. The meal was great and informa-
tive in its own way as many of the dishes 
were new.

Considering that the Scandinavian 
American Club is for all residents of 
Scandinavian descent, a mix of first, sec-
ond, and third generation Americans, 
the table conversation was diverse, in-
teresting, and sometimes historic. 

Join us at our next meeting Tuesday, 
May 23, at 1 p.m. in the Arbor Confer-
ence Center Dance Studios. We normally 
meet the fourth Tuesday of the month. 
For more information, contact Arlene 
Chilcott at 352-304-8779.

Photo by David Wesenberg

Paul Knoll with 26 questions.

FREE RECREATION FITNESS  
CENTER ORIENTATIONS AND  

BALANCE ASSESSMENTS
Orientations 

Tuesdays, at 1 p.m.

Balance Assessments 
Thursdays, at 1 p.m.

352-854-8707 ext. 7534
Space is limited. Call for an appointment.
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Chris Kilbride

Computer Club

Lori Beth Green

Southern Club

We had a wonderful time at our April 
meeting. We were very fortunate to be 
entertained by the adventurous stories 
of our guest speaker. Resident Alvin S. 
Ross, who has 50 years of experience in 
show business, told us of his working 
relationships with Frank Sinatra, Tony 
Curtis, Glen Campbell, Merle Haggard, 
KISS, and more. He has worked with so 
many celebrities and musicians that he 
said that he could’ve told us stories for 
days. As always, we began our meeting 
with a wonderful potluck meal provided 
by our members. A great time was had 

by all. 
For our May meeting, we will have the 

honor of being entertained by the Uku-
leles, which is the more advanced, per-
forming group of the Ukulele Club. They 
not only perform here in On Top of the 
World, but they also perform for many 
other communities outside of our gates. 
They will provide us with a medley of 
traditional and popular music and will 
use supplement instruments along with 
their ukuleles. It should be a very enter-
taining performance. You don’t want to 
miss this one.

The next meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, May 2, in the Arbor Conference 
Center Dance Studios I-III. We will start 
at 5:30 p.m., so we ask that everyone 
arrive a few minutes early to find their 
seats, get a drink, and to have time to 
chat. We furnish coffee, tea (sweet and 
unsweet), and lemonade, but we do ask 

Kathy Cornell

Texas Connection  
Social Club

After taking a break in April because 
our meeting date fell on Easter Sunday, 
I hope everyone is eagerly looking for-
ward to seeing each other this month. 
Our next get-together will be on Sunday, 
May 14, in the Arbor Conference Center 
Dance Studios I-II at 6 p.m.  Feel free to 
arrive any time after 5:30 p.m. Please 
bring a snack to share (easy appetizer, 
munchies, dessert) and your own bev-
erage. Alcoholic drinks are permitted. 
There will be a 50/50 drawing.  Our ac-
tivity is still in the planning stages. I’ve 
got a couple of possibilities that are be-
ing tweaked to see if they’ll work with 
a group our size. The best advice right 
now is to bring your reading glasses and 
your usual willingness to indulge my 
schemes. 

Texas Connection is a club for resi-
dents who have a connection to Texas 
by being born and/or raised there; liv-
ing there for work, college, or mili-
tary service; spending time there for 
vacation, competitions, or for profes-
sional reasons; or having family living 
there. Spouses or partners who haven’t 
been to Texas are considered honorary 
Texans by association. We have a great 
group of folks who are ready to welcome 
you and share our Texas hospitality and 
fun-loving spirit. For more information 
about the club, contact Kathy Cornell 
at 352-300-3729, 352-562-2801 or kcor-
nell54@cfl.rr.com.

you to bring your own plates and uten-
sils as well as a potluck dish to share. We 
ask that for this May meeting that you 
provide an extra-large dish, as we want 
to be sure that we will have enough food 
for our visiting guests and entertainers. 
Please note that this will be our final 
meeting as we break for the summer. 
We will resume meetings in September.

You don’t have to be from the south 
to join us. Being a resident of Florida 
makes you an honorary southerner. 
Come as a visitor or bring your resident 
ID and join. The dues are $10 per club 
year. We meet on the first Tuesday of 
each month. We hope that you can join 
us on May 2 and maybe bring a friend. 
All residents and Gateway of Services 
pass holders are welcome. If you haven’t 
been before, you will need to show your 
resident ID card. If you have any ques-
tions, please call Melanie Vittitow at 352-
615-8997. 

Every Saturday at 9 a.m. the Comput-
er Club meets for an hour through our 
weekly online Zoom meetings. We dis-
cuss PC and Apple issues regarding soft-
ware and hardware. Our otowpcclub.org 
website will give lots of great informa-
tion about our group. 

Everyone should be aware of the term 
ICE. To medical personnel it means “In 
Case of Emergency” and to you, it will 
be the person or several people you trust 
the most in times of need. In one split 
second your life may change due to acci-
dent or illness, so this is a priority “to do 
list” item that you should place on your 
smartphone right now.

If you have an iPhone, let’s walk 
you through the steps. Settings - Emer-
gency SOS - Set up Emergency Contacts 
in Health - Create Medical ID (list your 
allergies, medicines and dosages, and 
medical conditions like diabetes, etc.). 
Be sure to turn on “Show When Locked” 
so that it enables your Medical ID to be 
viewed when tapping Emergency on 
your locked iPhone. This is how the EMT 
or a stranger can help you immediately 
with the emergency information you 
included. Put your emergency family 

members or friends into your Contacts 
app and include their cell phone num-
ber, so that adding them to your Emer-
gency setup is just a matter of clicking 
and choosing each person and their re-
lationship to you.

Samsung Galaxy phones have a built-
in Samsung Contacts app to assign 
emergency contacts that will display on 
your lock screen.

Although not all Android smartphones 
have the option to add an emergency 
contact, you can do this by downloading 
the QuickICE app from the Play Store. 
You can also search for “Emergency 
SOS” in your Settings app’s search bar 
and add at least one emergency contact.

Be aware that even though a stranger 
can only see what is in your emergency 
setup on your phone, be mindful to not 
put any critical personal data here like 
social security number, insurance or 
medical ID account numbers, etc. that 
could be stolen in regard to identity 
theft.

You now have your homework assign-
ment to get this emergency setup im-
mediately on your smartphone. Since 
things might change from year to year, 
if you have already set this up on your 
smartphone, it is good to update and 
review your medications, allergies, and 
trusted contacts for any new informa-
tion.

Residents are welcome to join our 
club, with $10 individual yearly dues 
or $15 per couple. The Contact page on 
otowpcclub.org or email otowpcclub@
gmail.com will get you in touch with us. 

Each Thursday from 9 to 10 a.m., 
members enjoy in-person help sessions 
in the Hobby Building or online one-on-
one instruction, discussing their PC or 
Apple computer, smartphone, or tablet 
issues. On our website, members may 
list any computer-related hardware for 
sale or to give away. 

We keep the meeting fun and offer 
suggestions and possible solutions to 
help our members.

EMERGENCY AFTER-HOURS PHONE 
NUMBER

352-236-OTOW (236-6869)

MAINTENANCE REQUEST
WORK ORDERS

Visit OTOWInfo.com > Resident Information > 
Maintenance Request

Complete and submit form.
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Judy Parisi

Rhode Island
Group

Nancy Meininger

Michigan Club

There is nothing like an afternoon of 
fun in the sun with a coney dog in one 
hand and your favorite libation in the 
other. Add to that 99 friends and a plen-
tiful buffet and you see the reason Mich-
iganders love Coney Day!

It was the meeting ending the season 
for the Michigan Club and giving a sa-

Photo by Nancy Meininger

If Michigan was your home, you may have been part of this happy gathering!

Rhode Island is unique in so many 
ways. One newspaper article referred 
to it as “Rhodywood” given the number 
of films and television series that have 
been filmed in the state. Some of the 
more prominent films include the clas-
sic “High Society” with Bing Crosby and 
Grace Kelly that was partially filmed in 
Newport, with Grace Kelly staying at the 
beautiful Inn at Castle Hill during pro-
duction. The filming in Rhode Island 
was mainly driving scenes along Bellev-
ue Avenue and aerial shots of Clarendon 
Court which was then owned by Mae 
Cadwell Hayward prior to its purchase 
by Claus Von Bulow.

Another classic is the 1974 version 
of “The Great Gatsby” starring Robert 
Redford which was filmed in part at 
Marble House and Rosecliff mansions in 
Newport, with exterior shots at Linden 
House in Bristol. 

The Spielberg film “Amistad” was 
filmed in part in Washington Square 
in Newport. “True Lies,” the 1994 mov-
ie with Jamie Lee Curtis and Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, used Ochre Court in 
Newport for certain scenes. And the list 
goes on to include “Dumb and Dumb-
er,” “Meet Joe Black,” “Underdog,” and 
more. 

The HBO Max series “The Gilded 
Age” did a good amount of its filming 
in Newport. This series is often called 
the American version of “Downton Ab-
bey.” Places Rhode Islanders would rec-
ognize in this series include the former 
Cushing estate, The Ledges, The Elms, 
the area around Trinity Church, Hunter 
House, Chateau-sur-Mer, Marble House, 
Rosecliff and the International Tennis 
Hall of Fame. 

Various television series were also 
filmed in Rhode Island, including one of 
my favorites, the series “Providence.” At 
the time of its filming, I worked in the 
downtown area of the city, and it was 
interesting to see the film crews set up, 
and be able to watch parts of the produc-
tion. 

What makes Rhode Island attractive 
to filmmakers is having such diverse 
locations in very close proximity, the 
cityscape, forest, and water-view, and 
elaborate preserved 1800’s mansions. 
There is also a skilled labor pool given 
that the University of Rhode Island has 
film production as a major where stu-
dents learn videography, 3D animation 
and game design. The Rhode Island 
School for Design also has a film/ani-
mation/video department and takes a 
craftsman’s approach to film. Brown 
University has a department of modern 
culture and media. Residents are typi-
cally respectful of filming and the celeb-
rities and are often willing to be extras. 

For visitors to the state there are an 
abundance of historic sites to visit, fan-
tastic ocean vistas, and of course great 
cuisine to sample. 

The Rhode Island Group meets peri-
odically for lunch and to get together to 
reminisce. If you are not on our email list 
for lunches, but worked, lived, studied, 
or served in Rhode Island or are related 
to someone who did, and you’d like to 
join us please send your contact infor-
mation to judith.parisi@gmail.com. Our 
next lunch will be in May. 

lute to the Detroit Tigers opening day.  
Once again, Adam Schuler led the pic-
nic crowd in an enthusiastic round of 

“Take Me Out to the Ballgame.” Nancy 
Meininger, organizer, thanked the group 
for all pitching in to help make this an-
nual barbeque another success. Special 
thanks to Linda and Terry Champion for 
grilling the franks and to Linda and Bri-
an McDonald for loading the buns. 

The club will meet again, Sunday, Oct. 
1, at 5 p.m. at the Arbor Conference Cen-
ter Dance Studios I-III. If you are from 
Michigan or have ties to the state, you 
are welcome to attend. It will be an Ok-

toberfest potluck. If your name begins 
with A-P bring a salad or vegetable dish; 
and O-Z a dessert. Also bring your fa-
vorite brew and personal place settings. 
The club will provide fried chicken for 
dinner. Please RSVP if you plan to attend 

by calling Nancy Meininger at 352-554-
0757.

We will be entertained at dinner by 
the North Loop 4-Tet, a group of talented 
residents.

Call Nancy Meininger for more infor-
mation at 352-554-0757.

Photo by Judy Parisi

Ochre Court featured in the 1994 movie “True Lies.”

TRASH COMPACTOR FULL?
Please take trash to another location. Do not 

place trash outside of trash compactor.
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Ron Broman

Native Plant
Group

Phil Karcheski

Eco Gardeners

Searching in our yard again, and 
guess what! Almost hidden beneath ear-
ly spring volunteers, hedge nettle touts 
her new growth. 

She’s a weed. Yes. That’s what the 
sources say. 

Per “Wildflowers of Florida” by David 
Hall and William Webber, “This species 
was probably native to the central Flori-
da peninsula. It has spread primarily as 
a weed by fruits, underground runners, 
and tubers.”

She’s ruderal mint with two lipped, 
purplish flowers. Ruderal is a weedy and 
commonly introduced plant growing 
where the vegetational cover has been 
interrupted.

Again per “Wildflowers of Florida,” 
“The whorled flowers of hedge nettle 
are pink or pale purple with dark dots. 
Leaves are stalked, lanceolate, and 
toothed. The slender rhizomes of these 
perennials are terminated by fleshy, 
white, segmented tubers by which the 
plants reproduce vegetatively.” In other 
words, the roots look like the rattle of a 
rattlesnake! 

These tubes or runners “are easily 
broken and very difficult to remove from 
the soil and are edible raw or cooked. 
The crunchy, raw tubes are often sliced 
into salads and have a slightly spicy fla-
vor,” as noted in “Florida Wildflowers 
and Roadside Plants” by C. Richie Bell 
and Bryan J. Taylor.

Since our Stachys floridana has not 
yet taken over our yard, and it is beauti-
ful, she is welcome to stay and continue 
to beautify the places where she is thriv-
ing.

Please feel welcome to come visit our 
yard. Please call me first at 352-861-4560.

Photo By Ron Broman

Hedge nettle.

In February 2022 the 99th Street Gar-
den Club became the Eco Gardeners. A 
new board set goals to become an envi-
ronmentally oriented club working with 
nature.

The objective of our club is to:
• Introduce new members to Flor-

ida gardening practices and sea-
sons

• Cultivate heirloom vegetables
• Identify flowers and vegetable 

plants that thrive in Florida.
• Identify what has/hasn’t worked 

for us.
• Educate members regarding pests 

and diseases.
• Embrace alternatives to syn-

thetic herbicides and pesticides. 
Make friends with like-minded 
people.

With these principles in mind, we set 
about working on many changes that 
would have a positive impact on our en-
vironment by adapting our gardening 
methods to be more sustainable and yet 
productive.

Education regarding Integrated Pest 
Management practices helped our mem-
bers identify 20% of the bugs that are 
detrimental while embracing the garden 
friendly 80%. Therefore, reducing the 
need for non-discriminatory chemicals 
that kill all insects, including bees, but-
terflies, hover flies and many more that 
pollinate and increase fruit yields.

Controlling nematode damage by 
planting sacrificial plants to attract them 
or those that repel, by inter planting of 
various species of marigolds and some 
vegetables we grow for consumption. If 
necessary, neem oil is an organic option 

Photo by Phil Karcheski 

Laura Snyder tending the flower garden.

that destroys root node nematodes and 
increases beneficial nematode popula-
tion.

Erecting a bluebird house which be-
came a home for another helper. A pair 
moved in in late March and got to work 
starting a family. Within weeks a brood 
of four new birds and their parents were 
patrolling the skies of the adjoining field 
consuming an estimated 1,200 insects 
daily and adding color, entertainment, 
and beauty of nature for all to enjoy.

Water awareness is an important 
topic often discussed. We studied sev-
eral methods of watering our crops in 
including drip irrigation, soaker hoses, 
low emitters, and hand application to 
conclude the most efficient use of our 
precious and limited resource.

We established a pollinator garden, 
a focal point of the garden. Plantings 
of milkweed for monarchs and other 
wildflowers attract bees, our allies, and 

essential elements of the natural cycle 
of growing a prosperous garden.  Many 
thanks to Frank Campagna who has nur-
tured this garden for over a year and to 
new volunteers who are helping.

We are currently planting rye grass, 
mustard, clover, and chamomile plants 
in a test to evaluate their use as a cover 
crop that puts nitrogen in the soil and 
can be tilled in adding texture for ab-
sorption and retention of water.

Much has been accomplished by the 
board and the club members by chang-
ing gardening methods, sharing infor-
mation regarding successes and failures, 
plant, and seed sharing. I have greatly 
enjoyed my time as president of the 
board. I recently resigned as president 
but will continue to garden and help as 
much as possible.  I will also continue to 
write these columns! 

For more information, visit eco-gar-
deners.org.
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Mary Lamp

Travel Toppers

Ina Kline

Around the World  
Vacation Club

David Cranmer

Tall Tale
Travelers

Join our Facebook page (Around the 
World Vacation Club). You can also join 
by attending our meetings. In April, we 
greeted new and existing members. We 
shared our upcoming vacation plans.

Around the World Vacation Club is 
for people who like to travel, share trav-
el trips, enjoy listening to experienced 
speakers, travel trivia, and door prizes.

We are excited to be going on a 
12-night Norwegian cruise to Istanbul, 
Turkey, Greece, Israel, Egypt, and Italy. 
The trip will be in November. There are 
limited rooms available at a group price. 
If you are interested in this trip call Ina 
Kline as soon as possible. 

Our members are going on a British 
Isles cruise on Norwegian. We will be 
traveling in England, Scotland, Ireland, 
Netherlands, and Belgium. This trip 
sails from Sept. 3 to Sept. 14. Many of 
our members have signed up already. 

Charlie and Fran Calhoun presented 
an MSC Caribbean cruise they are go-
ing on. This will be on a newer ship 
launched in 2021. The cruise leaves 
from Port Canaveral, Florida. This is a 
very affordable cruise for a seven-night 
vacation. 

Our newest trip planned is for March 
2, 2024! This is a nine-night Celebrity 
cruise leaving from Tampa and going 
to New Orleans. Many residents have 
asked about going to New Orleans. This 
is the only ship we could find that goes 

to New Orleans starting from Tampa. 
So, no flights needed! Other stops will 
be Roatan/Bay Islands, Honduras, Belize 
and Cozumel, Mexico. There is a deposit 
to hold this cruise for next year. 

We have another trip coming up in 
2024 for our members to join. This is 
on the brand-new ship Norwegian Viva. 
The cruise leaves from San Juan, Puerto 
Rico for seven nights on Feb. 4, 2024. 
This will be at a group rate price. 

If you would like to share information 
about a trip you are going on, please 

come to our next meeting Thursday, 
May 11. Meetings are held every second 
Thursday of each month at 3 p.m. in the 
Arbor Conference Center Dance Studios 
III-IV. Please text or call Ina Kline at 301-
728-9541 for information about our trips 
and club.

Trips, meetings, and membership are 
open to residents. There is no cost to 
join our club. A resident ID or Gateway 
of Services pass is required to partici-
pate in our club. Travel agents are not 
permitted to be members. 

Reservations can be made for Travel 
Toppers trips/events Mondays through 
Fridays, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., with those 
coordinators listed for each event.  Res-
ervations may be made for only four 
people at a time as our community is 

growing and more residents wish to par-
ticipate in our tours.  Note that all tickets 
for plays are non-refundable unless we 
have a wait list. 

We have a trip for Father’s Day, June 
18, planned and are taking reservations 
now.  The trip is scheduled aboard the 
Barbara Lee on the St. Johns River.  The 
cost is $90 per person and includes lunch, 
transportation, a narrated river cruise 
and tips for the driver and meal.  Allan 
Rickards should be contacted at 352-390-
3075 to reserve your spot.

A Valentine’s Day cruise on Royal 

Caribbean’s new Icon of the Seas is 
scheduled for Feb. 12 to 17, 2014.  Rates 
start at $2,345 per person for double oc-
cupancy.  A $500 deposit is required to 
hold your cabin.  Call Linda Hein at 352-
861-9880 for further details.

Travel Toppers is planning a trip to 
Colorado and New Mexico in October 
2024.  We will experience the Albuquer-
que International Balloon Fiesta and 
take rides on several railroads: the Royal 
Gorge Route Railroad, the Durango and 
Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad and 
the Georgetown Loop Railroad to Den-
ver.  Visits to other places of interest will 
also be included.  Prices are not avail-
able at this time.  More information will 
follow in subsequent columns.

Travel Toppers Tours is busy planning 
trips for the 2023-2024 season.  Trips are 
open only to residents and Gateway of 
Services pass holders.  A non-resident 
who participates in trips must be a guest 
of a resident club member.  

Please visit traveltopperstours.com 
for up-to-date information about our 
current or new trips.

The Tall Tale Travelers RV Club is 
open to all residents interested in the 
recreation vehicle lifestyle. Whether you 
drive a motor home or tow a camper – or 
you’d like to know more about RVing – 
please join us, we always welcome new 
members. Membership is free.

Our next regular meeting will be 
Wednesday, May 17, from 3 to 4 p.m. in 
the Hobby Building Event Room.

Plans are underway for our rally in 
Hilton Head, South Carolina, in late Sep-
tember. The resort comes highly recom-
mended by one of our members who 
is pulling together a list of activities at 
the resort as well as local attractions. 
Our trips are usually held at RV resorts 
that are within a days’ drive of Ocala.  
Throughout the year we also enjoy in-
formal camping trips – which we call 
buddy camping – to area campgrounds, 
usually around special events like festi-
vals and fairs.

Since many members are off explor-
ing during the summer months, we’ll 
hold informal meetups during our regu-
lar meeting times in June, July, and Au-
gust. 

For more information, contact club 
president, David Cranmer, at talltale-
travelers@gmail.com or visit us on Face-
book (Tall Tale Travelers).

EVENTS/ACTIVITIES
Events and activities that take place behind 
the gates of On Top of the World are for 

residents and Gateway of Services  
passholders only.

®
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Sandi Kemp

Christian Women’s  
Group

Sandi Dickerson

SWANS

Single Women’s Active Network-
ing System (SWANS) is an organization 
that was started about 17 years ago for 
single women. We are a group of single 
women who have banded together from 
all walks of life. The one thing we have 
in common is that we are all now alone 

at this time in our lives. We have come 
together to offer each other any support 
necessary to navigate this chapter in our 
lives. We offer support, socialization, 
and a sense of belonging. We have many 
different networking activities in which 
to participate.

In April our new lunch-, dinner-, and 
appetizer-in groups met for the first 
time. These groups were formed after 
our semi-annual March meeting. At 
these first meetings your group should 
have established the order for hosting. 
It is important that everyone who signed 
up for these groups participate. You will 

be surprised by the new friends you will 
make while in these groups. Many of us 
are still close to other women we met 
years ago in these very groups. While the 
groups only last for the next six months 
you will remain friends with and stay in 
contact with many of these women for 
years to come. It is all about networking!

Another way to network is to attend our 
breakfast-, lunch-, and dinner-out events 
during the month. In April we went to 
Mimi’s Cafe, The Braised Onion, and 
Salted Brick. All these outings were well 
attended and very enjoyable. Thanks to 

Michele Ciccazzo, Sandy Welch, Sandi 
Dickerson, and Karen Volpe for hosting 
these events. If you would like to host a 
SWANS outing, please contact Lois Nix 
to volunteer.

Our Biloxi trip happened in April and 
a very good time was had by all who 
went. Some interesting side trips outside 
of Biloxi were taken by those of us who 
do not care for two days of gambling. But 
gambling or not, it was a lovely getaway!  

We continue to play samba each Sat-
urday in the Arbor Conference Center 
Large Card Room. If you know how to 
play the game, come at 9:45 a.m. with 
six decks of shuffled cards to participate. 

Our barbecue will be on Saturday, 
May 13. More information will be sent 
out about that soon. Kathy Kloos and 
Sandy Welch will again be working their 
magic. Also in May will be our Daytona 
Beach trip. We go to Daytona three times 
a year now and so far, we have not run 
out of things to do!

Please remember that you may join 
the SWANS at any time! We always wel-
come new members and new ideas! If 
you are interested in joining us, please 
contact Lois Nix for more information.

Linda Lohr

R/C LadyBirds

The LadyBirds celebrated our 20th 
anniversary at our meeting in April. 
Past Presidents Caren Kowalsky, Cathy 
Fanelli, Nancy Dreimiller and Gloria 
Scicluna arranged a wonderful, fun 
meeting. There was a cake and photo al-
bums from past celebrations. They were 
helped by Leigh Workman, who is quite 
an artist. 

Our Friday, May 12 meeting will be a 
luncheon at Cheddar’s Scratch Kitchen. 
Please contact Leigh or Linda to be add-
ed to the list.

Our club is open to all wives and sig-
nificant others of the R/C Flyers. We 
meet the second Friday of each month, 
September through May, at 10 a.m. in 
the Hobby Building Event Roon. Please 
come, bring your choice of beverage, 
and join us! Our dues are $10 per year. 
We are working on setting up adven-
tures and guests for the coming year!

Please join us for our next potluck lun-
cheon on Saturday, May 27 in the Arbor 
Conference Center Dance Studios I-II.  
We meet on the fourth Saturday of every 
month for food, fellowship, and fun! We 

will have a special guest speaker, Linda 
Bertolami from Stonecroft Ministries, 
who will be bringing us an inspirational 
message.

Every month we have new ladies join 
us and it is always fun meeting and mak-
ing new friends!  This is a true potluck, 
so bring anything you like!  We start at 
11:30 a.m., but please arrive by 11:15 
a.m. so that we can begin on time. No 
reservations needed. Hope to see you 
there!

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST
Receive information about Circle Square 

Commons including the Farmers Market, special 
events, entertainment, The Ranch Fitness Center 

& Spa, Circle Square Cultural Center, Master 
the Possibilities, Mr. B’s Ice Cream Shop,  Sid’s 

Coffee Shop & Deli and more!

Sign up at CircleSquareCommons.com
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Jim Di Paolo

Moonstruck
Astronomy Club
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ALL
 *Payments shown based on 48 month financing estimates. Your payments may vary based on your credit approval. See associate for details. Prior sales not included. Due to early advertising deadlines, some items may be sold or out of stock. See or call store for details on    
   total delivery area. Delivery is additional. Product photos are for illustration only, actual product may not be as pictured. Not responsible for typographical errors

Save  $780

Save  $400

$1699
WAS $2479

$1699
WAS $2099

FLYNNTER Queen Storage Bed,  
Dresser, & Mirror

BUNCRANA Power Leather Sofa 
Power Leather Console: $1679

up to  72 MONTHS 
FINANCING

SEE ASSOCIATE FOR DETAILS

$36
starting at

PER MO*

$36
starting at

PER MO*

Leather
Match

S TO R E W I D E  S AV I N G S  I N  E V E R Y  D E PA R T M E N T !

The Moonstruck Astronomy Club 
held its monthly meeting Thursday, 
April 13, in the Hobby Building Event 
Room. Treasurer Carol Himes presented 
the club’s financial report.

Club president, Jim Di Paolo, present-
ed a comprehensive tutorial on the dif-
ferent types of galaxies that exist in our 
universe. It is estimated that there are 
between 100 and 200 billion galaxies in 
the observable universe. Some astrono-
mers have tried to estimate the number 
of “missed” galaxies in previous studies 
and come up with a total number of two 
trillion galaxies. Jim also talked about 
globular and open star clusters, point-
ing out some of the well-known clusters 
including Messier 13, the Great Globular 
Cluster in the Hercules constellation, 
and the famous Pleiades open star clus-
ter in the constellation of Taurus.

Club member, Doug George, shared 
images of the recent Comet C/2022 E3 
(ZTF). He explained to members how 
he located the comet without utilizing 
a computer GoTo mount, accessing sev-
eral online resources. Doug included 
photos of his imaging setup that in-
cluded a DSLR camera with a telephoto 

Photo by Jim Di Paolo

Jim preparing his telescope for their club’s evening observing event.

lens, and an iOptron Sky Guider Pro that 
compensates for the Earth’s rotation. 
Comet C/2022 E3 (ZTF) was discovered 
on March 2, 2022, by two astronomers 
using the 1.2-meter Schmidt telescope 
at the Palomar Observatory.

Larry Isenberg, club vice president, 
offered up a Reflector magazine chal-
lenge. The Astronomical League pub-
lishes a quarterly magazine that is dis-
tributed nationally to its members. 
Larry quizzed club members about some 
of the articles that appeared in past is-
sues, including a few that mentioned the 
Moonstruck Astronomy Club.

Recently the club held a night sky ob-
serving session. Over 35 club members 
and guests attended the event. Club 
members that set up telescopes shared 
views of Jupiter and its four Galilean 
moons, discovered by Galileo Galilei in 
the year 1610. Other targets viewed that 
evening included the Moon, M42 the 
Orion Nebula, along with the Beehive 
and Pleiades open clusters.

Club members are reminded to watch 
for emails announcing more evening 
observation sessions in the coming 
weeks and months. Sessions will be an-
nounced on any day that weather con-
ditions allow for an open sky and club 
members are willing to set up their tele-
scopes to share observations. Members 
are welcome to arrive and stay if they 
wish throughout the evenings. All ses-
sions are held adjacent to the R/C flying 
field.

Melanie Vittitow

SPCA of  
Marion County

If you have been following the SPCA 
news here and on our Facebook page, 
you know about the little dog named 
Poppy that recently underwent lifesav-
ing surgery. I’m happy to report that she 
is doing very well at home with her new 
owners. We wish to thank all of you who 
sent in donations for her very expensive 
surgery. Young Poppy deserved a chance 
at life and I’m glad that with your help 
and a generous bequest, we were able to 
give it to her.

You probably also remember Hank 
from our March column. Sadly, he is still 
waiting for the right person to find him. 
He is a lovable cocker spaniel but maybe 

he is too big for you. 
We are also trying to find homes for 

two small older dogs. Both are in good 
health, up to date on shots, friendly, and 
safe with cats. One is a 13-year-old mini 
poodle and the other is a 12-year-old chi-
huahua. If you would like to know more 
about any of these dogs, call the SPCA 
hotline at 352-362-0985.

Besides helping pets find new for-
ever homes, we help owners keep their 
pets by providing financial help with vet 
bills; providing pet food for some Meals 
on Wheels recipients who need help 
feeding their pets; and educating the 
public about pet ownership. 

Today’s subject is pet food. Some-
times it is necessary to change our pet’s 
diet. I want to stress at the beginning 
that you should seek your veterinar-
ian’s advice when considering a major 
change. So, when is this warranted? Ill-
ness is the first and foremost reason. 
There are foods that help manage diabe-

Regular meetings of the Moonstruck 
Astronomy Club are on the second 
Thursday of every month from 1:30 to 3 
p.m. in the Hobby Building Event Room. 
All residents and Gateway of Services 
pass holders can join the club, and new 
members are welcome! Yearly club dues 

are only $20 per year, and they include 
a subscription to the quarterly Reflector 
Magazine. For information or club reg-
istration, please contact club president, 
Jim Di Paolo, at moonastroclub@gmail.
com. More information is always avail-
able at moonstruckastronomyclub.org.

tes and some for kidney disease. My dog 
has developed an intolerance for certain 
dog foods, so he is on a prescription diet 
that is easy to digest. Another reason is 
age. There are commercial foods devel-
oped for different stages of life. Puppy 
food has extra calories for fast growing 
pups while senior dogs need less calo-
ries and additives that may help with 
aching joints. Other factors may be al-
lergies or weight control or just loss of 
interest. There are so many choices 
these days. But as I stated before, please 
consult your veterinarian first.

Would you like to know more, or help 
us in our mission of helping pets in 
need? You can find us at the Thursday 
Circle Square Commons Farmers Mar-
ket, except for the third Thursday when 
we meet at 1 p.m. in the Friendship Bap-
tist Church Fellowship Hall at 9510 SW 
105th Street, Ocala 34481. Or call us at 
352-362-0985 if you have a pet related is-
sue or question.

Photo by Dawn Case

Mini poodle and chihuahua available for adoption.
Until next month, remember: “Pets 

are not our whole lives, but they make 
our lives whole.”
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Where the fun never ends!

By Ray Cech 
World News Writer

By Cammy Dennis

Ocala Open 2023

Photo courtesy of Colen Built Development

Ocala Open 2023 winner – Blake Maum.

Consistency, volunteers, and generos-
ity define the 2023 Ocala Open!

Connecticut Yankee, Blake Maum, 
consistently shot 65s in all three rounds 
for a winning total of 18 under par. 

Forty-five volunteers worked alter-

nating shifts from Tuesday, March 21 
through Friday, March 24. They made 
sure that whatever needed doing, they 
got done – quickly and with a smile. 

There were more than two dozen lo-
cal organizations that sponsored the 
Ocala Open, and with their help, Colen 
Built Development’s President Kenneth 
Colen was able to generously donate 
$50,000 to Hospice of Marion County 
and another $50,000 to Interfaith Emer-
gency Services.

On Tuesday morning, March 21, 136 
players, (34 teams) teed off in the Pro-
Am. At the end of the day, the amateur 
team of Charles Wyndham, Don Last, 
Cameron Turner and Pro Michael Vi-
sacki took the honors. They celebrated 
their 18 under par and were awarded 
winning prizes over lunch at The Lodge 
at Candler Hills. President Kenneth Co-
len then presented donation checks to 
Hospice of Marion County and Inter-
faith Emergency Services.

Wednesday was another “chilly” 
morning when the starting gun went off 
at 8 a.m. 131 professional golfers teed 
off. As the weather warmed, so did the 
play. Three Pros Michael Sakane, Thom-
as Giroux, and Brian Richey, all burned 
up the Candler Hills course with 64s.

After Thursday’s round, going into 
the final on Friday, it was Blake Maum 
with the lead with a two-day total of 
130. He was closely followed by Michael 
Sakane at 131 and Brian Richey at 132. 
There was a five-way tie at 133.

In the end, it was Blake Maum who 
held steady with birdies and pars. His 
final round of 65, gave him the tourna-
ment – and $15,000 in prize money. He 
said, “This is a great golf course, in ter-
rific shape. I loved the way it played. The 
people running the tournament and the 
incredible volunteers, made it all very 
special – my hat goes off to them all.”

Head Golf Professional Denise Mul-
len said that the group of volunteers 
this year made her job a pleasure. “They 
went out of their way to get things done 
and would often ask, ‘what else can I 
do?’ It was terrific working with them. I 
truly believe that every year, it is our vol-
unteers who make the Ocala Open one 
of the best events on the tour.”

On Wednesday, March 29, Master the 
Possibilities hosted a “Brain Fair” that 
attracted 165 participants. Created by 
On Top of the World fitness profession-
als, and supported by a team of volun-
teers, Circle Square Cultural Center was 
transformed into a giant circuit of sta-
tions. Each station addressed a specific 
stimulus to promote optimal brain ag-
ing. The “Brain Fair” provided a variety 
of challenges including memory, coordi-
nation, sensory activation, lateral think-

Photos by Cammy Dennis

"Brain Fair" on Wednesday, March 29, at Circle Square Cultural Center.

Brain Fair Fun
ing, exergaming, reaction training and 
cognitive drills. 

Exercise is important for our bodies, 
but it is just as important for our brains. 
One participant noted, “The individual 
games were stimulating and lots of fun, 
there was something for everyone.” 

One of the stations that I was most im-
pressed with was the gratitude station. 
Participants were asked to write down 
something that they are grateful for. The 
written gratitude was then hung on a 

mini clothesline. The idea behind this 
station is to untether ourselves from tox-
ic emotions. Expressing gratitude can 
boost serotonin and activate the brain 
to produce dopamine. These pleasure 
chemicals in the brain help us to think 
positive and support happiness. 

Family, friends, and community reso-
nated were at the top of most people’s 
list. This gratitude, “I’m thankful for 
having friends and nice neighbors, my 
beautiful house, living in On Top of the 
World and having great health and be-
ing happy,” made me smile. 

Fitness programs are typically related 
to goals that pertain to physical adapta-
tions. However, the looming epidemic of 

cognitive decline has forced health and 
fitness professionals to address ways 
to prevent neurodegenerative diseases, 
such as dementia and Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. The science is clear; exercise is 
beneficial to brain health and cognitive 
functioning. There are precise exercise 
prescriptions that layer moving and 
thinking to best support keeping our 
brains sharp. 

We have a class at On Top of the World 
designed to do just this! You can join our 
Brain Power class every Tuesday at the 
Recreation Center Fitness Center for the 
opportunity to give your brain cells a 
workout. For more information, please 
call 352-387-7532.
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Sandra Byczek

Co-Ed Recreational  
Softball

What a game!  On Top of the World 
versus Stone Creek in women’s softball!

Stone Creek hosted On Top of the 
World in a women’s softball game on 
Saturday, April 1.  Fifteen female resi-
dents joined forces to challenge the 
Stone Creek women’s league.   Given 
that the Stone Creek has been play-
ing together regularly, our ladies did 
exceptionally well.  The ending score 
was 14 (Stone Creek) to 11 (On Top of 
the World).  This was the first women’s 
game played by our group and they did 
not disappoint. 

Fan turnout was surprisingly large, 
and the cheers were so support-
ive.  Thank you to all the supporters who 
came to cheer the women in their first 
game.  We hope to host the next wom-
en’s softball challenge in early May. We 
hope to see our fans in the stands cheer-

Photo by Ray Good

On Top of the World versus Stone Creek in women’s softball.

ing at the next game.  If you are interest-
ed in playing, please come on Saturdays, 
at 8:45 a.m.  

Co-ed softball is where many of the 
women met and decided to organize a 
game with Stone Creek.  We would like to 
thank Chris Lopez for all her hard work 
in continuing the Co-ed Recreational 
Softball and putting together the women 
players and organizing the game.  

We also would like to thank our Coach 
Bill Byczek for his leadership and game 
day coaching, as well as assistant coach-
es Rich Gomez and Jose Lopez who 
showed up to help with practice and 
coaching.    

Co-ed Recreational Softball is the 
perfect opportunity for men and wom-
en to tap into their inner softball skills 
while having fun and making new 
friends.  The rules are modified from 
the regular game rules making it easy 
for players to get their softball groove 
back.  The typical Saturday turnout is 
around 20 participants.  If you are in-
terested, please show up on Saturday, at 
8:45am.  We stretch for 15 minutes and 
start playing at 9 a.m.  

Vincent Stevens

Cornhole Club

Good food, super friends, and lots of 
fun made for an enjoyable annual club 
picnic in March.  A bright spot of our 
annual event, in addition to the grand 
prize raffle, is always the goofy games 
segment, courtesy of Bill Ballweg.   Bill 
conjures up these tests of skill (and 
lots of luck) only loosely connected to 
the game/sport of cornhole and are de-
signed specifically to produce lots of 
laughs.  This year’s winners were Jose 
Lopez, Rick Kammes, and Steve Ikeler.                   
These group events are only possible be-
cause of our volunteers who give unself-
ishly of their time and do what needs to 
be done.   Unfortunately, there are too 
many volunteers to mention here, but 
as a group, our club thanks every single 
one.

Open Play continues to be well attend-
ed with full-house or overflow crowds at 
nearly all sessions.  
INTRODUCTION TO CORNHOLE: Every-

one has heard about cornhole, right? 
Perhaps you have seen others playing? 
Well, you have an opportunity to join 
in the fun, and get a bit of low-impact 
exercise as a bonus.  Throwing a one-
pound bag 27 feet sounds easy, but this 
is a challenging sport that requires skill 

Photo by Vince Stevens 

Cornhole Club’s annual picnic.  
and persistence.  If you are interested 
in learning the basics of cornhole, the 
Cornhole Club is once again offering a 
free one-hour fundamentals session at 
the Veterans Park cornhole courts on 
Monday, May 15, at 11 a.m.  

We will explain scoring, how to hold 
and toss the beanbag, and many more 
fundamentals and techniques of the 
sport. To provide individual attention, 
group size is limited, and registration is 
required. To register for the class, email 
name and contact information to otow-
cornhole@yahoo.com.
LEAGUE PLAY: With Florida’s increas-

ing temperatures and humidity, coupled 
with snowbirds flying north, summer 
vacation travel and other activities, the 
ladies and mixed leagues will be on hia-
tus through the summer months. We are 
planning to resume the Cornhole Club’s 
league activities later this year.   
OPEN PLAY: Our open play sessions 

on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thurs-
days continue to be well attended.   The 
Monday evening session is particularly 
busy, with an overflow crowd on virtu-
ally every occasion.  To mitigate this 
overcrowding a bit, we occasionally 
disregard the advertised start time and 
begin random lane assignments as soon 
as 20 club members are onsite and ready 
to play.  Given the venue and equipment 
limitations, there may be occasions 
where a short wait is necessary, but we 
are doing all we can to minimize any dis-
ruptions and keep the fun alive.    
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Marte Dobosh

Ladies 18-Hole
Golf Association

Beth Wolinsky

Candler Hills  
Ladies 18-Hole

Some exciting events are happening 
in our league in the month of May. Our 
league championship takes place Thurs-
day, May 4 and Friday, May 5. To partici-
pate, you will need to have played five 
league rounds. 

Thursday, May 11 is a charity event 
for Interfaith Emergency Services with 
lunch to follow. This is a worthy cause, 
so we are hoping for good participation. 

Candler Hills will be closed for aeri-
fication mid-May, and we are invited to 
play at On Top of the World Tuesday, 
May 16. 

Finally, the membership meeting will 
be Tuesday, May 23, at the Candler Hills 
Community Center at 3:30p.m. Please 
save these dates.

The Candler Hills LGA-18 is open 
to residents. If you wish to join, please 
contact our president, Shelly Karsnitz, 

at karsnitz1@gmail.com.
A quick reminder. The weather has 

been unusually warm for this time of 
year. Please remember to reintroduce 
those summer hydration practices.

Finally, have fun, believe, achieve, 
and enjoy golf!

Shall We Waltz (Team)
March 2

Tie at 134–Mary Dawson, Michele Otto, Kate Beaty, 
Vickie Foster. Ellen Brin, Lisa Free, Liz Pruss, Jean 
Czachor. 136–Janelle Gluckman, Beverly Ovrebo, 
Marte Dobosh, Sue Fierce. 138–Dawn Carroll, An-
gelita Jingco, Peggy Shanfelt, Gloria Cullins. 139–
Betsy Maugherman, Katie Schriewer, Mary A. Cun-
ningham, Carla Kimball. Tie at 141–Christine Giza, 
Judie Anderson, Eileen Gustavus, Pam Brown. Karen 
Schroekenthaler, Gayla Aldridge, Kay Budd, Cynthia 
Gersten.

O.N.E.S. (Individual)
March 9

Flight 1: 31–Betsy Maugherman. Tie at 32–Sandy 
Snyder, Michele Otto. Tie at 35–Shelly Karsnitz, 
Dawn Carroll, Linda Taylor.
Flight 2: 29–Peggy Ellenberger. 33–Paula Lilly. Tie 
at 34–Janelle Gluckman, Janette Sheil. 35–Jane 
Hall. 36– Connie Norris.

Flight 3: 33–Teri Stecker. Tie at 34–Kate Beaty, Liz 
Lang. Tie at 35–Peggy Shanfelt, Jonell Washburn.
Flight 4: Tie at 32–Joann Delmar, Cynthia Gersten. 
34–Sandra Randles. 35–Roxiann Dwyer. 36–Carla 
Kimball.

R–W–B Two Best Balls of Four (18/9 
Combined Team)

March 16
93–Betsy Maugherman, Iro Lisinski, Liz Lang, Renae 
White. 94–Shelly Karsnitz, Joyce Jones, Maria Ben-
nett, Sandy Thompson. 96–Dawn Carroll, Judi Mc-
Guinness, Roxiann Dwyer, Terry Lemesh. 98–Lynn 
Colomb, Kimberly Newbold, Jan Christ, Susan Pull-
ing. Tie at 100–Gayla Aldridge, MJ Strelec, Peggy 
Shanfelt, Pam Brown. Gail Lagrange, Paula Lilly, 
Vickie Foster, Christine Parnau.

Best Nine (Individual)
March 30

Flight 1: 32–Sandy Snyder. Tie at 33–Dawn Car-
roll, Michele Otto. Tie at 34–Christine Giza, Betsy 
Maugherman.
Flight 2: Tie at 34–Darlene DeBerry, Katie Schriew-
er, Joyce Jones.
Flight 3: 33–Page Falconer. 34–Mary Ruffner. Tie at 
35–Paula Lilly, Connie Norris. 
Flight 4: Tie at 35–Ellen Brin, Janelle Gluckman. Tie 

at 36–Liz Pruss, Judi McGuinness.
Flight 5: Tie at 31–Jana McElroy, Beth Wolinsky. 33–
Kay Budd. Tie at 34–Mary A. Cunningham, Nancy 
Zielinski. 
Flight 6: 31–Vickie Foster. Tie at 36–Cynthia Ger-
sten, Peggy Shanfelt, Jonell Washburn.
Flight 7: 33–Lynn Barber. 34–Kathy Zunica. Tie at 
35–Joann Delmar, Sue Fierce.

A recent study found that the aver-
age golfer walks about 900 miles a year. 
Another study found that “golfers drink, 
on average, 22 gallons of alcohol a year.” 
That means on average, golfers get about 
41 miles to the gallon. Kinda makes you 
proud … don’t you feel like a hybrid?

In April, while the professionals bat-
tled it out at Augusta, our ladies con-
tinued their assault on The Links and 
The Tortoise & The Hare courses. The 
always-entertaining World Cup was held 
at the end of the month, so we will re-
view those results in the next issue. 

For up-to-date information visit la-
diesgolfotow.com. 

Low Gross/Net (Individual)
March 14/The Links

Gross
Flight 1: 73–Sandy Snyder. 77–Shelly Karsnitz.
Flight 2: 79–Gail Lagrange. 86–Darlene DeBerry.
Flight 3: 89–Judi McGuiness. 90–Mary Dawson.
Flight 4: 92–Debby Wilson. 96–Liz Pruss.
Flight 5: 93–Jean Hsu. 97–May Chin.
Flight 6: 100–Linda Ryan. 110–Jacquelin Randour.

Net
Flight 1: 70–Bev Ovrebo. 73–Linda Taylor.
Flight 2: 71–Peggy Ellenberger. 76–Maria Fournier.
Flight 3: 73–Marlena Laclair. 75–Janelle Gluckman.
Flight 4: 76–Molly Lucieer. 78–Janette Sheil.
Flight 5: 74–Virginia Madura. 76–Roxiann Dwyer.
Flight 6: 74–Lynn Barber. 86–Gloria Cullins.

Random Ribbon Two Best Ball (Candler 
Hills Invite/Team)

March 21/The Tortoise & The Hare
Tie at 137–Darlene DeBerry, Kathleen Goodwin, Jean 
Hsu, Peggy Shanfelt and Diane Boston, Judi McGuin-
ness, Pam Brown. Tie at 138–Gail Lagrange, Page 
Falconer, Ellen Brin, Jan Christ and Gayla Aldridge, 
Mary Dawson, Eileen Gustavus, Jean Czachor. 139–
Betsy Maugherman, Patti Kelly, Liz Pruss, Roxiann 
Dwyer. 140–Vadonna Hall, Karen Schroeckenthaler, 
Jill Strey, Sandy Chase. 141–Lori Pizzini, Judie An-
derson, Debby Wilson, Susan Martin.

Cha Cha Cha (Team)
March 28/The Tortoise & The Hare

108–Sandy Snyder, Page Falconer, Marte Dobosh, 
Carol Carney. 112–Linda Taylor, Gretchen Norman-
din, Debra DeMatteo, Sandy Chase. Tie at 114–Va-
donna Hall, MJ Strelec, Jean Hsu, Jan Christ and 
Debby Wilon, Jill Strey, Vickie Noltensmeyer. 115–
Gail Lagrange, Katie Schriewer, Molly Lucieer, Terry 
Wilks. 116–Chris Giza, Marcela Nunez, Liz Pruss, 
Gloria Cullins.

On Tuesday, April 4, the league played 
Beat the Pro against Russ Smith. It was 
a wild contest, and many golfers walked 
away with winnings. Too many winners 
to list! Betty McNeeley turned in an out-
standing performance to card a net 67, 
and she walked away with top honors. 
Lisa Free came in next with a 70, fol-
lowed by Page Falconer with a 71, Chris 
Giza with a 72, and a three way tie at 73 
with Nancy Zielinski, Lori Pizzini and 
MJ Strelec. Russ wasn’t prepared for 
all of the talent that showed up on The 
Links that day! 

HANDICAP EQUIPMENT
Handicap equipment is loaned free to residents 

during their convalescent term – walkers, 
crutches, canes or wheelchairs. For more 

information, call the  
Recreation Center at 352-854-8707 x7534.
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Matt Hibbs
352-854-2765
matt_hibbs@otowfl.com

Golf

Nick Schwander
352-861-9712
nick_schwander@otowfl.com

Candler Hills Ladies  
9-Hole Golf

May is officially here and so are the 
summer temperatures. Here are some 
tips to beat the summer heat and stay 
hydrated on the course. Drink plenty 
of water. Each golf course has a water 
cooler every four to six holes, please be 
sure to use them. Eat a few bananas to 
keep your potassium levels up to pre-
vent cramping. Also be sure to wear a 

hat and put on sunscreen. We all know 
how damaging the sun can really be.

May also brings the second major 
championship of the year, the PGA 
Championship held at Oak Hill Coun-
try Club in Rochester, New York. Justin 
Thomas is this year’s defending cham-
pion, here is who our professional staff 
thinks will be crowned champion this 
year. Matt Hibbs – Xander Schauffele; 
Denise Mullen – Jordan Speith; Russ 
Smith – Justin Thomas; and Trey Rath – 
Patrick Cantlay.

In May, Candler Hills and The Links 
will host the annual World Memorial 
Day Tournament. The event will be held 
Monday, May 29, with a 9 a.m. shotgun 
start. The format will be two best balls of 
four and you may create your own four-
some. The cost is $20 per player.

Golf is a wonderful game that we all 
love but don’t forget about the most 
important part of golf – safety. If not 
careful, you can get injured in a vari-
ety of ways on the golf course. Here are 
some safety tips to help you in case of an 
emergency.

• Always call 911 first in emergency 
situations.

• Make sure to carry a cell phone in 
case of emergency.

• On Top of the World and Candler 
Hills scorecards have Golf Shop 
phone numbers and addresses in 
case of emergency.

• All golf course restrooms have ad-
dresses in case of emergency.

Upcoming Events
• Saturday, May 20: Animal Golf at 

The Tortoise & The Hare and The 
Links.

• Monday, May 29: World Memorial 
Day Tournament at The Links and 
Candler Hills Golf Club. 

World Accolades 
CANDLER HILLS: Bob Flynn, eagle #6. 

Bill Gurbisz, eagle #9. Rick Pettit, eagle 
#10. Ellen Brin, eagle #7. John Evans, 
eagle #9. 
THE LINKS: Tom Fuchs, eagle #10. Joe 

Dunnack, eagle #9. 
THE TORTOISE & THE HARE: Ed Klodzen, 

shot his age 75. Roger Sparks, eagle #9. 
Congratulations!

Golf Tip of the Month

Flexibility is the key to a successful 
golf swing, which leads to a lower handi-
cap. Increasing flexibility has many ben-
efits to the golf swing; increased swing 
speed, an increase in range of motion, 
creates a more fluid swing and pro-
motes overall better health. Here are a 
few drills you can do from the comfort 
of your home to increase flexibility and 
improve your game.

• Shoulder Stretch: Hold a golf club 
above your shoulders and extend 
arms. Feel the stretch throughout 
your shoulders. Hold for 20 to 30 
seconds.

• Back and Leg Stretch: Bend over 
at the hips and touch your toes. 
Hold for 20 to 30 seconds.

• Hip Flexors: This will help stretch 
your hips, legs, and torso. Begin in 
a forward lunge position and raise 
your arms over your head. Keep 
your head up and stretch. Hold for 
20 to 30 seconds.

Add these stretches into your daily 
routine and in about a week you should 
start to see the benefits on the golf 
course. Spring has sprung as we move into 

the month of May. Candler Hills and On 
Top of The World have many opportuni-
ties for golfers of all abilities to sharpen 
their skills. 

Improvement clinics are offered the 
first two Saturdays of every month. This 
month on Saturday, May 6, at both 9 and 
10 a.m. the clinic topic will be “Short 
Game: The Bump and Run,” and on Sat-
urday, May 13, at both 9 and 10 a.m. the 
clinic will cover “Short Game: Chip or 
Pitch.” 

Come join the Candler Hills LGA-9. 
Whether you are looking to start playing 
in a nine-hole league or have in the past 
and would like to get back into it, there 
are fun events that you can get involved 
in. If you have any questions regarding 
the league or would like to get signed up, 
stop by the Candler Hills Golf Shop and 
speak to the professional staff or give us 
a call at 352- 861-9712. Spring into golf! 
Let’s play!

RESIDENT ID CARDS
Resident Services
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Monday through Friday
Resident Services is closed daily for 30 minutes 

between noon and 1 p.m.
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John Yenne

Men’s Golf
Association

Rick Pettit

Candler Hills
Men’s Golf

May marks the beginning of summer 
golf in Central Florida, and members 
of the Men’s Golf Association (MGA) 
should be ready by taking responsibility 
for their own safety and keeping an eye 
on the forecast and your email for up-
dates on league play.

A regular chance of thunderstorms 
and lightning is just around the corner, 
so be prepared with the appropriate rain 
gear. And remember our rain policy, “If 
you hear it, fear it. If you see it, flee it!”

If it is raining or rain appears immi-
nent on league day, a decision will be 
made at least 30 minutes before rally 
time on whether to cancel the event or 
delay the start time. You will be notified 
by email, or you can contact the Golf 
Shop.

Thanks to everyone who contributed 
to the sendoff of assistant golf pro, Can-
don Ehler, who has been our weekly 
event coordinator but has now moved 
on to greener fairways.

The club has 224 members, including 
David Keebler, Gary Whittaker,    Don 
DeMatteo, Leon Miller, Ira Burns, James 
Shipley, and Wes Wendt.

Mark these upcoming Wednesdays in 
your calendar:

• May 3: Chicken Day (The Links)
• May 10: Course closed for aerifi-

cation.
• May 17: Scramble/Candler Hills 

Invite (The Tortoise & The Hare)
• May 24: Two Best Balls/Team (The 

Links)
• May 31: Beat the Board Scramble 

(The Tortoise & The Hare) 
White, Yellow, Orange (Team)

Photo by John Yenne

Departing assistant golf professional Candon Ehler (the young guy in the middle) is thanked by MGA President Kevin McGuinness and the rest of the membership at the March 29 rally.

March 29/The Links
Tie at 54–Larry Manion, Garfield Gray, Roy 
Coombes; Brian Bennett, Charlie Taylor, Jim Nich-
olson, John Divito. Tie at 55–James Gourlay, Robert 
Kuhl, Mike Key, Tary Bole; Brian Wilder, Doug Buck-
ler, David Hannasch, David Garland. Tie at 56–Gary 
Whittaker, Jim Weaver, Gary Hassett, Marvin Jendro; 
Art Olerud, Mike Ball, John Snyder, Gerald Schneider; 
John Yenne, Don Edmond, Dwight Weirich, Bill Scar-
inge; Brian Henderson, Ron Pratt, Norm Hayworth, 
Earl Guthrie. Tie at 57–Eugene Paradis, Jim Lefaver, 
James Thompson, Leonard Ruble; William (Bill) Tru-

After finishing up watching the Mas-
ter’s I am sure you are all ready to hit 
the links and play like Jon Rahm and all 
the others on the PGA Tour. If not, just 
bring your game and join our ever-grow-

ing membership for another Tuesday 
morning game at Candler Hills. We are 
at 160 current members so a big shout 
out to all of you in your recruiting ef-
forts. Visit chmga.org to view all our 
scheduled tournaments.

If you have any game format sugges-
tions, please send an email to rickpet-
tit22@gmail.com so we can discuss at 
our board meetings. 

It has been extremely busy at the club 
with the Ocala Open finish and all our 
regular scheduled events. Don’t for-

get the Inter-Club charity event com-
ing up on Tuesday, May 9 at our club 
and Wednesday, May 10 at Stone Creek. 
Please sign up in the Golf Shop as it is a 
limited field. Should be a great time for 
a great cause.

Please make sure that everyone po-
lices their own foursome and groups 
you play together with. Golf rules and 
handicap responsibility lies with all of 
us, and we need to do our part to keep 
the integrity of this great game fair to all 
players and their abilities. Please con-

tact the Golf Shop with any questions 
about rules.

Shout out to the following members 
and their accomplishments during the 
past month of league play: John Evans 
eagle #9; Bill Gurbisz eagle #9; and Rick 
Pettit eagle #10. Also, congratulations to 
Paul Rubly for shooting his age. 

I leave you with this quote from the 
great Ben Hogan, “The most important 
shot in golf is the next one.” 

See you all on the links. 

by, Marvin DeBerry, Joseph Dunnack, Mike Stanford; 
Irl Flanagan, David Clune, Tom Fragapane, Doyce 
Mathis; Philip Shaw, Joe Aldridge, Ken Zweiback, 
Terry Gertner; James McCormack, Bryan McCleave, 
Joseph Mandala, Bob Lieberman.

Chicken Day Scramble 
April 5/The Links

Tie at 52–Charlie Taylor, David Hannasch, Earl Guth-
rie; Michael Almon, Marvin DeBerry, Danny Newby, 
Gerald Schneider; Ron Pratt, Dale Budd, David 
Wohlleber, Bill Scaringe; Jeff Holmes, Dwight Wei-
rich, James Thompson. Tie at 53–Philip Shaw, Jeff 

Rothwell, Robert Walker, Bill Aman; James McCor-
mack, Brian Wilder, Joseph Dunnack, James Tolson. 
Tie at 54–Kevin McGuinness, John Spielvogel, Norm 
Hayworth; Dan Goggin, John Parnau, John Johnson, 
Joe Baumgartner; Patrick Moran, Del Mackie, Bob 
Lieberman, John Divito; Greg McDowell, Jim Lefaver, 
Joseph Mandala, Bob Lang. Tie at 55–Larry Manion, 
Don Edmond, John Owen; Tim Carlisle, Richard De-
schenes, Mike Kurlakowsky, Bill Peterson; Irl Flana-
gan, Ruben Alvarez, Philip Petrozella, William York; 
Thomas Laclair, Ira Burns, Paul Snyder, Tary Bole; 
Brian Henderson, Paul Stoecklin, Mike Clancy; Roger 
Sparks, Art Olerud, Mike Key, Paul Silliman.
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Phil Panzera

Billiards Club

The club’s 2023 winter mixed league 
finished this month, with a record turn-
out of 82 players and subs. The league 
was organized into two divisions, the 
Lions, and the Wolves. Our ladies were 
well represented, comprising a full one-
third of the Wolves division.

Paul Stoecklin’s Team 7 won the 
league championship, with the best re-
cord in both divisions, while also win-
ning the Wolves division convincingly. 
Paul’s team included Co-Captain Paul 
Snyder, Nikki Buehlman, John and Rob-
in Greene, Janet Juhlin, Scott Lyons, Ron 
Rosenwald and Bill Weir.

Second place in the Wolves division 
went to Holly’s Team 5, which finished 
the session very strongly, winning their 
last three matches. A special mention to 
Holly St. John, who gamely served as the 
club’s first ever female captain and did 
a terrific job guiding her team to a top 
finish. 

Being a captain is not about being able 
to play pool, but rather about leadership 
and good values. Ladies, on my watch 
there’s absolutely no reason captains 
have to have a Y-chromosome. To any 
club member, if you can manage people, 
stay calm under pressure, and remem-
ber that this is a fun and social league, 
I’m always looking for team captains.

In the Lions division we had three 
evenly-matched teams in the hunt for 
top honors. In the penultimate week, 
Gary Schroeder’s Team 2 got edged out 
by Fritz’s Team 3, and Gary’s team fin-
ished in third place. Fritz’s Team 3 and 
Ralph Szeleyni’s Team 4 met in the final 
week, with the winner to take home the 
division title. 

Unfortunately, the final match was 
cancelled. Even though Teams 3 and 4 
had the same win-loss record, Team 4 
was declared the division champion on 
tiebreak. Ralph’s team included Co-
Captain Dean Fesette, Rich Deschenes, 
Phil Franklin, Rich Lapienski, Rob Lull, 
Fred Marsh, Lonnie McNew, and Tim 
Taury.

We also had an exciting annual nine-
ball tournament. The event drew 35 
players, and a purse of $110, which was 
fully paid out to the winners. 

Photo by Phil Panzera

2023 winter league champions: Ron Rosenwald, Janet Juhlin, Co-Captain Paul Snyder, Nikki Buehlman, Captain Paul Stoecklin, Robin Greene, Scott Lyons, John Greene and Bill Weir.

Gary Schroeder played tough and 
thoughtfully to take first place. Mark 
Larzelere came in second, making some 
lovely shots at the end. Lair Glaudell 
played very solidly to win third place, 
and Rick Casey also had a great tourna-

ment, finishing in fourth. 
Nikki Buehlman and Carl Spotts fin-

ished tied for fifth, and Nikki also won 
a special cash prize for the highest fin-
ishing lady. Two other ladies also played 
well, Lynne Dickson and Jane Dowd, 

both of whom made it to the quarterfi-
nals.

Our next tournament will be in July, 
after the summer league finishes. It will 
be a Sadie Hawkins style ladies choice 
mixed doubles event. Ladies, best be 
gettin’ your men ready!

Photo by Phil Panzera

Annual nine-ball tournament prize winners: Gary Schroeder, Mark Larzelere, Lair Glaudell and Nikki Buehlman.
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Jorge Privat
352-387-7539

Tennis

Paula Hammonds

Bocce Club

Some of us went to the University of 
Florida to watch the Gators play other 
big schools and it was a lot of fun. If you 
missed it, join us next time, it’s free and 
the level of tennis is quite high. 

If you’d like to enjoy your tennis a 
little better, I think you should try to im-
prove your game. I heard a golf coach 
say, “If you continue doing what you’ve 
been doing, you will continue getting 
what you’ve been getting. Practice 
makes perfect.” I also hope that more of 
you take a little time to read my monthly 
column, it’s another avenue to improve 
your tennis or POP tennis. 

Soon, before it gets hot, I plan on tak-
ing a few players to the National Tennis 
Center in Lake Nona, Florida. This is a 
good place to visit and play.
Where to Place Shots in Doubles

Determining where to place shots 
during the middle or at the end of a 
point, can be condensed into the deep-
to-deep, short-to-short axiom. Doubles 
teams lose more points because of their 
failure to understand or implement this 
formula than they do for all other rea-
sons combined. 

The four rules of this axiom are:
1. Never play a ball “deep-to-short.”
2. Always play balls “deep-to-deep.”
3. Play balls “short-to-short” when-

ever you can hit down and punish 
the opponent’s “short” balls.

4. Play balls “short-to-deep” to keep 
your team out of trouble when hit-
ting down is not an option.

The deep-to-deep, short-to-short axi-
om will remove the tendency to hesitate 
and think about where the ball should 
be played – a prime reason easy volleys 
are misplayed. “Deep-to-deep” will keep 
you out of trouble and “short-to-short” 
will end the point for you at the proper 
moment.

I often see players at the net who look 
like they’re saying, “I hope he doesn’t 
hit it to me” and therefore they are not 

ready to hit a ball coming to them. Espe-
cially when you are at the net, you need 
to assume “that ball is coming to me” or 
better yet, “hit it to me.” This way you 
are ready and prepared to hit it or put 
the ball away, but it doesn’t help if you 
stand at the net and don’t know how to 
volley. 

As you know, in doubles, playing from 
the back, is very difficult to win a point. 
75% of the points in doubles are won up 
in front. So, please, practice your volleys 
and overheads. 

See you on the courts!

Bill Bender

Top Pickleball
Club

The humble game of pickleball has 
been found to deliver benefits to those 
incarcerated in juvenile detention cen-
ters and prisons. It has been found to 
contribute to improved mental health 

and well-being of the players.
The benefits to decrease idleness and 

to provide a positive experience which 
can be used as a reward are well known. 
Many have been amazed as to how a 
simple game has delivered such positive 
benefits.

There are stories about how retired 
pickleball players have found it their 
mission to spend time in prisons teach-
ing and coaching the game. This is flour-
ishing in Florida and in other states, as 
well.

Those of us who play the game might 
be surprised, but when thinking about 
it, it makes perfect sense. Players ex-
perience a strong sense of camaraderie 
as it is well known as a social sport. It 
also challenges one’s focus and athletic 
speed. The time spent on the court often 
takes one away from whatever else is go-
ing on in their life.

As we do every month in this column, 
we extend a warm welcome to any resi-
dent who is curious about this phenom-
enon called pickleball, which is the fast-
est growing sport in America. You can 
come and just take a seat to watch the 
ongoings, or you can experience it any 
Monday at 10:30 a.m. for a one-hour ori-
entation. This is also offered on the first 
Saturday of the month, also at 10:30 a.m. 
Just wear athletic shoes, bring a drink 
for hydration, and we’ll provide the rest.

Bocce ball courts are rolling along 
and the weather is perfect!

Open bocce continues to be one of 
the hottest games in town. As of late all 
six courts are being utilized and are at 
full capacity. Open bocce is played on 
Mondays and Wednesdays, at 9 a.m. and 
1:30 p.m. Please arrive a few minutes 
early so that a count can be taken and 
numbers of players per court can be de-
cided upon. Teams are decided by luck 
of the draw. Anyone who shows up can 
play, however as a new player, once you 
have played on three occasions you will 
be expected to join the league or open 
play, pay dues $12, and sign a “Release 
and Hold Harmless” consent form. A di-
rectory is in the storage unit which con-
tains an alphabetical list of all members. 
Please make sure you have entered your 
name and contact information. 

The annual banquet will be held Sat-
urday, May 6, from 4 to 7 p.m. in the Rec-
reation Center Ballroom. Catering will 
be provided by Lee’s Famous Recipe 
Chicken. There will be no cost to mem-
bers. Guests will be $7, due upon sign 
up. Drinks will be available for purchase 
at The Pub.

For further information, please con-
tact Terry Connolly at 352-895-3866. 
Come roll with us. All are welcome.

LEASH LAW 
Dogs must be on a leash at all times.
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Larry Robinson
352-387-3571
larry_robinson@otowfl.com

Fit Tips

Health Boost 
Extra pounds can make you feel un-

comfortable and lead to health con-
cerns. However, losing just 10% of your 
body weight is associated with a myriad 
of health benefits. These include lower-
ing blood pressure, blood cholesterol, 
and blood sugar, and reducing your risk 
for heart disease. Focus on the shorter-
term goals and then the long term will 
not seem so daunting.
FIT TIP #1: Make small changes. If you 

try to take on too much at once it can 
be overwhelming and undermine your 
comfort.

FIT TIP #2: Control your stress. Stress 
typically drives us to eat emotionally 
and make poor decisions. When you are 
in control of your stress, you are likely to 
make better lifestyle choices. Try a yoga 
or chair yoga class.
FIT TIP #3: Keep a food log. Tracking 

what you eat supports mindful eating. 
Eat with attention and intention.

Eugenie Martin

Ballet

You may not be aware of this, but bal-
let classes can give you a free facelift. All 
exercise gives your body a lift by tight-
ening and firming the muscles and im-
proving your posture. That is especially 
true of ballet. Whether we are working 
at the barre, or doing combinations in 
the center of the floor, we must always 
control our arms, legs, backs, buttocks, 
and abdominals to do steps properly 
and gracefully. Ballet isn’t only exer-
cise. Like all dancing, it is also a per-
forming art. And, when we complete a 
step at the barre or in the center of the 
floor, we stand and smile. We also try to 
look pleasant when we are performing. 
These facial expressions make dancers 
look younger and more beautiful, and I 
call it a “free facelift.” 

Now, smiling is a good idea whatever 
you are doing. It always makes you look 
happier and, believe me, it does make 
you look younger. So, you do not need 
to take our ballet classes to get that “free 
facelift.” However, ballet is very good ex-
ercise. It makes you more fit and grace-
ful, and our classes are lots of fun. That 
makes you smile, also. So, give us a try. 
You do not need ballet clothes to start. 
Just wear stretchy exercise clothes and 
socks on your feet. And bring a bottle of 
water to keep hydrated. 

Here is our class schedule:
• Beginner: Tuesdays, from 11 a.m. 

to 12:15 p.m. and Fridays, from 
noon to 1:15 p.m.

• Advanced Beginner: Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, from 1 to 2:15 p.m.

• Intermediate: Saturdays, from 11 
a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

Happy dancing!

ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala

RESIDENT SERVICES
Friendship Commons

8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday
Resident Services is closed daily for 30 minutes 

between noon and 1 p.m.

otowservice@otowfl.com
352-236-OTOW (236-6869)

Office will be closed  
Wednesday, May 15, noon to 1 p.m.
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Larry Burke

Softball

The Wood Bat Single Elimination 
Tournament was held the week of March 
13, with six teams from the National and 
four teams from the American divisions 
participating.  

American league games scheduled 
for Monday, March 13, were rained out.  
This meant that all their games had to 
be rescheduled for Wednesday, March 
15, with two elimination games and a 
championship game all taking place on 
the same day.  Rich Gundvangen’s Old 

Photo by Larry Burke

Old News. 

News captured the championship by a 
score of 9-8 when they rallied for five 
runs in the bottom of the seventh and 
final inning to defeat Yellowstone.  

National league games were played as 
scheduled on March 14 and 16, with the 
championship going to Kevin Thomp-
son’s Bad Boyz by a score of 14-7 over 
the Underdogs.  All players on the win-
ning teams received a commemorative 
hat in recognition of their respective 
championships.

The idea for the tournament was 
the brainchild of Dave Clune and Brad 
Youngberg both of whom are members 
of the Softball Club’s board of directors.  
Their goal in conducting the tourna-
ment was to have fun and create a diver-
sion in the middle of the winter season.  

Several players decided to take the week 
off as a mid-season vacation or to take 
care of personal business rather than 
participate in the tournament.  Many 
others helped Dave and Brad with the 
details of the tournament which includ-
ed cookouts alongside the pavilion on 
both Wednesday and Thursday.  Dave ac-
quired six wooden bats which were used 
by all the teams in the tournament.  It’s 
not easy to find wooden bats these days 
as most senior softball players prefer to 
use composite bats which usually make 
the softballs travel farther.  At this time, 
it’s not clear if this tournament will be 
an annual event but it was a big hit with 
those who participated in this year’s in-
augural event.

Softball is such a wonderful game.  

If you are looking for a terrific group 
of guys to hang out with as well to start 
enjoying one of the best games in the 
country, then please check us out at 
otowsoftball.org.  We have a new player 
orientation program that meets at the 
field at 1 p.m. each Monday.  However, 
if you feel that you are not quite ready 
for club-level softball, kindly consider 
checking out the less formal Co-ed Rec-
reation Softball league that plays on Sat-
urdays, at 9 a.m. Additionally, you may 
want to check out our batting practices 
on Sundays, which also begin at 9 a.m.

As our esteemed former writer Tom 
Sheridan said, “Softball is the greatest 
sport.  Step onto the field, and you’re 11 
years old again.”  That is just one of the 
reasons we still play and why so many of 
us are attracted to this sport.

Photo by Larry Burke

Bad Boyz.

SHOP ‘TIL YOU DROP
Buy On Top of the World branded  

merchandise at OTOWMarketplace.com.
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Ray Ihlenburg

R/C Flyers Club

The flying field is now totally “off the 
grid” since recent improvements to the 
solar panel system and new Wi-Fi proj-
ects have been completed and put on-
line. Steve Schlesselman was the force 
behind the original solar system that 
powered the cameras and initial weath-
er station. This latest update effort was 
pretty much done at the board level, re-
lying on the experience and efforts of 
Steve plus Jack Kezelian, and Doug Nas-
tally. 

Jack and Steve were heavily involved, 
but the guy leading the engineering and 

Photo by Doug Nastally 

Solar system up and running.

installation efforts was Doug Nastally. 
According to Doug, the challenges were 
fun, and he is happy he could implement 
improvements that benefit one and all. 
Thank you, Jack, Steve, and Doug for 
evaluating the equipment and battery 
selections for the most cost-effective so-
lutions to this need. Now, with Wi-Fi, we 
can order new stuff from the flying field.

Anyone who knows Doug will attest 
to his great volunteerism. He has been 
a dedicated instructor (monitored my 
check out flights), and he is a very good 
pilot. He always has time to assist any-
one who brings a question to him con-
cerning a squirrely flying model, a trans-
mitter question, or for advice. What few 
know is that Doug is our master mower 
pool mechanic and supply officer for the 
mowing shed. He personally sees that 
the maintenance is performed on all the 

mowers and related equipment. If you 
are on a mowing team; ever wonder who 
buys and mixes the gasoline? That’ll be 
Doug. The R/C Flyers are fortunate to 
have a member who quietly takes so 
much on himself, just because he wants 
to support the success of our organiza-
tion. 

The May maiden of the month model 
is the F-82, Deborah, built from a VQ 
models kit by Bob and Deborah Ander-
son. Dan Weigand stepped in to help 
finish and cover the model. An up-close 
peek in the starboard cockpit and you’ll 
see that the pilot is wearing red lipstick. 
The wingspan is 62-inches, and the fu-
selages are 46-inches long. Two 800-watt 
motors, two 4,000-5,000 5S LiPo batteries 
with two 12 x7 propellors provide Debo-
rah quite a ride. Flaps and retractable 
landing gears complete the package. 

Bob was the maiden test pilot and 
found the model to be tail heavy on take-
off but he compensated for a good flight 
and smooth landing. Dan made the sec-
ond flight, and he too was pleased with 
the handling.

The F-82 was introduced in 1946 as 
the last piston-engine fighter ordered by 
the Air Force. It was based on the highly 
successful P-51 Mustang, but it entered 
World War II so late to fulfill its key role 
as a long-range bomber escort. Only 
272 were made for the Air Force. It was 
larger and heavier than its twin boomed 
cousin P-38 but was 100 mph faster. It 
was said that the only thing the P-38 had 
over the F-82 was timing. One cool fact 
trivia answer – the F-82 was/is the only 
four-wheel aircraft ever built. 

Fly level.

Photo by Dan Weigand 

F-82 with her namesake, Deborah Anderson. 

STREAMING OR REBROADCASTING LIMITATIONS
 

Please be advised that streaming or rebroadcasting of any copyrighted video content is 
not permitted at any On Top of the World facility without prior authorization from On Top 
of the World management. It is unlawful for any movies, videos and/or training videos that 
contain copyrighted content to be viewed without the appropriate licensing rights. On Top of 
the World is not an authorized streaming host and as such is prohibited from downloading, 
streaming, or rebroadcasting copyrighted video content. This includes major sporting 
events. Without valid licensing rights for downloading, streaming, or rebroadcasting at our 
community facilities severe penalties could result in the unlawful viewing of copyrighted 
video content.

 If you would like to view a YouTube.com video or have questions related to streaming or 
rebroadcasting at community facilities, please email t_fields@otowfl.com.

®
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Becky Queen

R/C Car Club

Jeff Wiita

Call of the Wild
Sports Club

Let us update this series with a quick 
summary. The ocean oscillations not 
only drive the climate around the world, 
but they control our largest fisheries 
and so much more. Management must 
adjust the annual harvests and seasons 
knowing the oscillations’ effect so that 
the specific fish species do not become 
extinct.

Red snapper has been harvested from 
the Gulf of Mexico (Gulf) and Atlantic 
since the 1840s. The fishery began in the 
northeast Gulf centered around Pensac-
ola, Florida. Fishery scientists and an-
glers first observed localized depletion 
of the red snapper off Florida in the late 
19th century. After World War II there 
was a significant increase in the size 
of the commercial fleet and in techno-
logical innovations. During this period, 
the shrimp fishery rapidly expanded. 

Because juvenile red snapper are acci-
dentally captured in shrimp trawls, the 
shrimp trawl fishery became a signifi-
cant source of red snapper mortality.

Prior to World War II, recreational 
fishing in the Gulf and Atlantic was lim-
ited. After the war, increased tourism 
coupled with mass production of fiber-
glass boats and improvements in motor 
technology and navigational equipment 
led to increases in recreational fish-
ing that primarily targeted red snap-
per. Today, recreational anglers account 
for more than half of the total Gulf red 
snapper landings and discards.

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) fishery man-
agers are required by law to prevent 
overfishing and to rebuild depleted fish 
populations. Scientists conduct stock 
assessments to determine the status 
of fish populations and how many fish 
can safely be removed from populations 
without causing them to decline over 
the long term.

The red snapper fishery was being 
overfished. I do not think anyone will 
argue differently. In the Gulf, NOAA 

implemented a fishery rebuilding plan 
which included stock assessments start-
ing in 2005 with the goal of rebuilding 
the red snapper population back up by 
2032. This plan allows recreational fish-
ing for two months and a few weekend 
openings to prevent overfishing. In the 
Atlantic, red snapper has been under an 
intense rebuilding plan since 2011 when 
the first-ever modern stock assessment 
conducted on the species revealed that 
it was overfished and undergoing over-
fishing. The Atlantic red snapper recre-
ational fishery has been largely closed 
for the past 12 years, except for a few 
weekend openings, and the fishery has 
come roaring back. “The red snapper 
recovery should be considered an in-
credible conservation success story, but 

it is becoming another example of the 
shortcomings in federal fishery man-
agement law,” says Trip Aukeman, ad-
vocacy director for Costal Conservation 
Association Florida. (To be continued.)

Coming up at our Wednesday, May 
3 meeting, Rachel Sams, grassroots co-
ordinator for the National Rifle Asso-
ciation – Institute for Legislative Action 
(NRA-ILA), will be talking about current 
legislative issues and offering discount 
NRA memberships.

If you have any questions about our 
club, please visit Call of the Wild Sports 
Club on Wednesdays, May 3, and June 7 
from 1 to 3 p.m. in the Hobby Building 
Event Room. Also, feel free to contact 
Scott Bloch, our president, at 614-806-
6738.

I want to talk about the importance of 
learning names. When I get introduced 
to someone, I tend to forget their name. 

Photo by Jill Bingle

R/C Car Club members.
To boost my memory, I have tried re-
peating their name during the conversa-
tion. Or I use name association to aid my 
memory. My rates of success vary.

I give myself permission to learn the 
name of one person per week. The same 
rule applies to learning the names of car 
parts. RTR manuals with exploded pho-
tos and labels have enhanced my learn-
ing experience. If your vocabulary at the 
track is limited to the words: tire, bat-
tery, brake, and antenna perhaps you do 
not own a tool kit with hex/nut wrench-
es. Neither would you mess with chang-
ing silicone shock fluid, nor replace a 
spur gear or pinion. 

Bob, Jim, Tom, Bill, and John are com-
mon names for males. Females named 
Linda, Nancy, Sue, Kathy (with a “K”), 
and Cathy (with a “C”) can be problem-
atic.

Soon after meeting Peter Martin, I 
shortened his name to Pete. After learn-
ing more about Pete I learned about his 
preference for the name, Peter. He is 
passionate about the sport and willing 
to share his knowledge when asked.

Upon meeting JD Taylor, I promptly 
forgot his name. But I did not forget the 
brisk head nod he gave me. The follow-
ing week he nodded his head again, to 
which I replied with a head nod of my 
own. He replied, “What?” The reac-
tion of a witness was telling, “She’s got 
your number.” I had learned one of his 
quirks. Today I can tell you that JD’s 
passion for racing includes volunteering 
quietly behind the scenes. 

Numerical calculations are the name 
of the game for the Berry Brother’s race 
team. Ken is the race car driver while 
his brother Dennis is the precision me-
chanical technician. That is the way it 
was when they raced the circuit. They 
have been an inspiration and kept me 
motivated.

One day while standing on the po-
dium my knees and hands were shak-
ing at the end of a race. They did not 
announce, “What’s-her-name, just won 
her first race!” Tears fell from my eyes. 
High-fives were shared as I descend-
ed the eight steps and landed on solid 
ground. Did I mention the applause?  I 
had learned enough car part names and 
people names to bask in the joy of win-
ning a race. Daily practice improved my 
driving skills by one car part name and 
one human name at a time. And that ex-
plains why learning names is important.

Overheard at the track: “Did another 
woman just win that race?”

March 
Two-wheel truggy–Ken Berry. Two-wheel truck–Bob 
Herbst. Four-wheel Truck–Ken Berry. Tie at touring–
Terry Altman, Hank Henne, Bob Herbst. Pan car–Bob 
Zangmiester. Two-wheel buggy–Paul Burrey. Four-
wheel buggy–Ken Berry. Traxxas–Dave Johnson. 
MUDboss–Peter Martin.

Contact President John Schoenherr at 
608-477-3420 or visit our Facebook page 
(OTOW RC Car Club) for more informa-
tion. 

OTOWInfo.com
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Lois Nix

Ladies  
Shuffleboard

Walt Lamp

Shuffleboard

Laura Gavey

Weight Loss Group

In previous columns we stressed the 
scheduled reserve times of the Shuffle-
board Club and the Ladies Shuffleboard 
Club.  All the reserved club hours are 
listed on the bulletin board at the courts 
and are listed on OTOWInfo.com.  There 
are many open play days and hours that 
the courts are available for residents 
and their families to shuffle. Just a little 
bit of history, the Shuffleboard Club has 
had the courts reserved for well over 30 
years and the Ladies Shuffleboard Club 
has had the courts reserved for six years.  

We will be finishing our season at the 
end of May with over 60 paid members.  

We love shuffling and will continue 
to shuffle all summer at the same re-
served times. All women residents and 
Gateway of Services passholders are 
invited to join us.  Resident IDs will be 
checked. Players are required to sign a 
Hold Harmless Agreement Form.

On Wednesday, April 12, we had our 
board meeting and tournament win-
ners received their trophies. After the 
trophies were presented by our sponsor, 
Michael Riley of Estate Planning and Re-
tirement Resources, all enjoyed pizza.   

March
10–Dee Caple. Tie at 9–Cindy Engler, Sally Herrick, 
Kathy Kloos, Sandy Welch. Tie at 8–Lois Nix, Gina 
Andresak, Elena Sumpter.

30-Plus Season
11–Lois Nix. 10–Kathy Kloos. Tie at 9–Dee Caple, 
Sandy Welch.

Congratulations, ladies!  See you on 
the courts and happy shuffling.

Even though the regular season is 
over, the last instructional class of the 
season will take place Saturday, May 
13, at 11 a.m.  The class at the Veterans 
Park, taught by Paul Hodges, goes over 
rules, scoring, safety, and the basics for 
shooting the disc.  Open-toed shoes are 
not permitted.  This class will resume in 
September.

The annual dinner will take place Sat-
urday, April 29. This is a good time for all 
three shifts to get together as one group.

The summer season runs May through 
August Tuesdays through Thursdays 
from 6:30 p.m. until dark and then again 
Saturdays, at 9 a.m. Please note that the 
Thursday session is for Ten Pin only.

March
Men/Women

Monday a.m.: Robert Sapiro/Vicki Lentz. 33–Vicki 
Lentz.
Tuesday p.m.:  Lou Fisher & John Ramsey/Jane Boy-
er. 30–Scott Phillips & Ron Daughtry.
Thursday a.m.: Jim Vail/Marclene Boots.

Come join one of the newest clubs – 
Weight Loss Group! We are a group of 
people who are looking to lose weight in 
a healthy and supportive way. We share 
discussions on ways to lose weight, rec-
ipes, and tips to help us meet our per-
sonal weight loss goals. There are two 
opportunities to meet each week:

• Mondays in the Hobby Building 
Art Room. Weigh in starts at 4:30 
p.m. and meeting begins at 5 p.m. 
Linda Sisco is the leader. 

• Tuesdays in the Arbor Activity 
Center Event Room. Weigh in be-
gins at 9:15 a.m. and meeting be-
gins at 10 a.m. Gail Hopper is the 
leader. 

Visitors are always welcome. For 
more information, please email Linda 
at ljsisco@comcast.net or Gail at gbhop-
per@yahoo.com.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Birthday, wedding or anniversary  

announcements may be  
 emailed to otownews@otowfl.com  

by the 12th of the month.

®

® EVENTS/ACTIVITIES
Events and activities that take place behind 
the gates of On Top of the World are for 

residents and Gateway of Services  
passholders only.

®
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Barbara Scales

Archery Club

Seven archers of the Archery Club 
participated at the NFAA State Indoor 
Archery Tournament held in March at 
the Easton-Newberry Archery Center. 

A perfect score is 600. A small X in the 
target’s center is an additional tallied 
item. 

Silver Senior Men’s Freestyle 
Mike Bantz: First round–278/300 with 23X. Second 
round–279/300 with 25X. Total–557/600 with 
48X. 
Gerry Hoppe: First round–288/300 with 28X. Sec-
ond round–290/300 with 24X. Total– 578/600 
with 52X. 
Daniel Powell: First round–233/300 with 3X. Sec-
ond round–242/300 with 7X. Total–475/600 with 
10X. 

Master Senior Freestyle Limited (70+)
Patty Hoppe: First round–264/300 with 8X. Second 
round–261/300 with 15X. Total–525/600 with 
23X. 

Master Men’s Freestyle
Rick Kammes: First round–217/300 with 5X. Sec-
ond round–223/300 with 3X. Total–440/600 with 
8X. 

Master Senior Freestyle (70+)
Sam Scarbough: First round–282/300 with 20X. 
Second round–289/300 with 12X. Total–571/600 
with 32X. 

Silver Senior Barebow (60-69) 
Phyllis Shaw: First round–207/300 with 5X. Second 
round–201/300 with 2X. Total–408/600 with 7X. 

The Archery Club salutes all of those 
who participated, with special recogni-
tion to those who ranked well in their 
divisions. We tip our chapeau à bec to 
Phyllis Shaw who took first place in 
her division. Notably, Sam Scarbough 
took second place in his division. Spe-
cial recognition to Gerry Hoppe who 
took fourth place in his division with an 
amazing 52Xs. 

A special congratulation to our club 
member Gary Hedler, who got his first 
Robin Hood! 

The March volunteer appreciation 
luncheon had scheduling conflicts. It 
will be rescheduled at a future date. The 
entire Archery Club appreciates all the 
hard work that volunteers have done. 
Thank you one and all. 

The club holds mini tournaments 
every month to challenge our skills. 
This past month of April, the club held 
two events, hosted by Patty Hoppe. On 
Wednesday, April 5, she coordinated a 
dart board shoot. And on Wednesday, 
April 26, she coordinated a combo shoot 
for archers with skills of various levels. 
Some archers shot 40/50/60 yards, while 
others shot 20/25/30 yards. Each of us is 
honing in on the target in order to im-
prove personal scores. Patty volunteers 
her time, which is a valuable commod-
ity. The entire Archery Club extends 
Patty Hoppe a huge thank you for her 
efforts. 

This summer the club’s social com-
mittee will hold a pool party. Stay tuned 
for details. 

The Archery Club is confident that ev-
eryone who joins will find a place to de-
velop their skills in a way that best suits 
them. To see upcoming events or learn 
more about the Archery Club, please vis-
it otowarchery.com or contact us at ar-
cheryclubotow@gmail.com.

Athena Drewes

Table Tennis
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Ladies table tennis group.

What a busy time we are having! On 
Saturday, March 25, 12 club members 
were invited to Oak Run for friendly play 
in their table tennis room. It was a fun 
time for all and special thanks to Oak 
Runners Club president, Paul Pickard, 
for reciprocating play! 

On Wednesday, April 5, 13 ladies de-
cided they wanted to eat together after 
playing and had a wonderful potluck 
lunch. It was a great way to get together, 
bring out more players, and get to know 
each other better. Thanks to Karen Lowe 
for initiating and organizing it. 

On Saturday, April 22, we had our 
quarterly get-together with hero sand-
wiches and all the fixings, along with a 
short meeting with the board of direc-
tors reporting on the state of the Table 
Tennis Club. Meetings like this get mem-
bers together for a fun time and we get 
to play afterwards. We had seven tables 
set up to facilitate having us all play! We 
look forward to more events where we 
can get to know each other better. 

Often, I am asked about how scoring 
works when various scenarios occur. 
Here is some helpful information re-
garding keeping score. A point is scored 
by the player for any of several results of 
the rally: 

• The opponent fails to make a cor-
rect service or return.

• After making a service or a return, 
the ball touches anything other 
than the net assembly before be-
ing struck by the opponent.

• The ball passes over the player’s 
court or beyond their end line 
without touching their court, af-
ter being struck by the opponent.

• The opponent obstructs the ball.
• The opponent strikes the ball 

twice in a row. Note that the hand 
that is holding the racket counts 
as part of the racket and that mak-
ing a good return off one’s hand 
or fingers is allowed. It is not a 
fault if the ball accidentally hits 
one’s hand or fingers and then 
subsequently hits the racket.

• The opponent strikes the ball with 
a side of the racket blade whose 
surface is not covered with rub-
ber.

• The opponent moves the playing 
surface or touches the net assem-
bly.

• The opponent’s free hand touch-
es the playing surface.

A game is won by the player first scor-
ing 11 points unless both players score 
10 points (deuce). Then the game is won 
by the first player gaining a two-point 
lead. A match consists of the best of any 
odd number of games. In competition 
play, matches are typically best of five or 
seven games. 

Our schedule is as follows: Begin-
ners doubles, Tuesday, 1 to 3 p.m.; sin-
gles, Friday 3 to 5 p.m. Ladies doubles, 
Wednesday, 10 a.m. to noon; singles, 
Friday, 1 to 3 p.m. All level doubles, 
Monday, Tuesday, and Friday, 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. and Saturday, 1 to 3 p.m. All 
level singles, Wednesday, 1 to 3 p.m. Ad-
vanced, Monday, Tuesday, Friday, and 
Saturday, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

If you have any questions, please con-
tact Paul Stadterman at ptstadterman@
yahoo.com.
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Judy Sullivan

Sidekicks
Western Dance

Tamara Stanford

Line Dancing

What a season we’ve had! Fourteen 
dances were taught by Roger & BJ for 
the Beginners class, eight new dances 
were taught to the whole club by five 
guest instructors, two dances taught by 
Jim and myself, 216 dances were danced 
on the floor (more than 2/3 of that being 
two circle dances, so it comes to about 
365 dances) held five parties, welcomed 
33 new members and welcomed-back 
three previous members.  Our club is 
staying strong at 109 members, and we 
are welcoming any new members who 
are interested in partner dancing!

Normally our dance season goes from 
late September to mid-May. The reason 
for that is because our snowbirds.  How-
ever, we still have most of the members 
still living here during the summer and 
unfortunately, all the dances that were 
learned are often forgotten by the time 
the new season begins, especially for 
the beginners. So, I decided that I will 
continue with the Friday dance lessons 
and Tuesday dance nights for those of us 
who are still here.

Brand new starting point for Abso-
lute Beginners is Friday, June 2. Please 
come! For those who have never danced 
or would like to dance but feel that they 
have two left feet, this is the time to join 
and see what you’re made of. We had 
much success in replacing those two left 
feet! Jim and I will go over all the ba-
sics steps to do the easier dances. Once 
you feel comfortable with the steps 
and moves, we will begin adding more 
dances. This class is held at Indigo East 
Community Center Ballroom at noon on 
Fridays.

Practice classes will continue Fridays 
at 11 a.m. in the Indigo East Community 
Center. We will review the dances that 
will be danced the following Tuesday. 
For those who have been in Absolute Be-
ginners with me from earlier, I encour-
age you to come to these practices as 
well, if you can.  We will start with the 
easier dances and increase the difficulty 
as we learn more.

All the dances we practice on Fridays, 
we will dance with everyone on Tues-
days at our regular dance time in the 
Recreation Center Ballroom. We will 
maintain the same start time so that 
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Jim and Judy Sullivan.

there is not any confusion.  Please arrive 
by 4:50 p.m.

You do not have to have a Gateway of 
Services pass to do these classes since 
I reciprocate the dance lessons at both 
Indigo East and Recreation Center.  This 
reciprocity allows residents to dance at 
both locations.  

If you have any questions, please 
email sidekicksdanceclub@yahoo.
com or contact me via Facebook mes-
senger or text 973-903-8719.

• Tuesdays: Weekly group dance at 
5 p.m. in the Recreation Center 
Ballroom.

• Fridays: Beginners practice at 11 
a.m. in the Indigo East Commu-
nity Center Ballroom.

• Fridays:  Absolute Beginners at 
noon in the Indigo East Commu-
nity Center Ballroom.

In March, the Improver Plus and Be-
ginner II line dance classes gathered for 
a spring dance party in the Recreation 
Center Ballroom. Current dances and 
classics were on the agenda, and it was 
fun to dance to both old and new stan-
dards. Nancy Carmack organized the 
party, and she did a wonderful job.

Normally, the classes dance sepa-
rately even though both are dancing to 
the same music. Each class may have 
a different line dance step sequence. A 
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Improver Plus class.

highlight of the spring dance was a con-
tra dance named Rita’s Waltz. Every-
one knew the same choreography and 
the classes danced together to the song 

“Somebody Loves You.” It was fun. The 
line dance parties are a popular event.

Line dancing takes place Thursdays, 
at The Town Square at Circle Square 
Commons from 7 to 10 p.m. Line dance 
helpers are there until 8:30 p.m. The pro-
gram of songs and dances was revised 
in April. There is an agenda each week 
at Webuse.com/otowdance. Webuse is 
a useful, user friendly and convenient 
source for community line dance infor-
mation. It is designed and maintained 
by Jeff and Donna Gordon. 

For detailed information regarding 
line dancing, contact instructor Darlene 
Miller at 352-259-3696.

Photo by Tamara Stanford

Beginner II class.

GOLF CART REGISTRATION
Bring golf cart, resident ID and insurance policy 
(stating amount of bodily injury). All residents in 

household must be present. 

Resident Services
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday

 No inspections during inclement weather. 

Resident Services is closed daily for 30 minutes 
between noon and 1 p.m.
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All the events, fun and more!

By Dave DeAngelis 
World News Writer

By Richard Rosen

By Jim Lynam

If you’re from the Philadelphia area 
as I am, you know the tradition of string 
bands. I was surprised to learn of a 
String Band Jam in Ocala! Wait a second 
… uh, never mind. I misunderstood my 
writing assignment. Sorry. 

On Saturday, May 13, The Town Square 
at Circle Square Commons will present 
the Spring Band Jam! That’s right, a 
night of free entertainment that’s open 
to the public. Expect toe tapping, hand 
clapping, air drum playing, singing way 
off key and dancing away calories over 
four hours from 5 to 9 p.m.! 

This year’s Spring Band Jam is going 
to be a monster. Three bands, real good 
ones, really really good ones, playing on 
separate stages that will make you really 
happy that you attended and leave you 
looking forward to another event like 
this one. 

Kicking off this fabulous night of mu-
sic will be the Leesburg Blues Brothers 
Tribute. Yep, Jake and Elwood, identi-
cally dressed like the original guys and 
performing those famous dance moves 
so well that you might be tempted to du-
plicate them. Don’t even think about it. 
Think bone health instead. Just wait for 

“Soul Man” and enjoy this remarkable 
tribute performance by them from 5 to 
6 p.m. 

Oh yes, the Bluesmobile … maybe 
it’s the bloodmobile … no, no, it’s the 
Bluesmobile for sure that will be there, 
with Jake and Elwood soulfully hanging 
around after their performance for a 
meet and greet. 

Playing from 6 to 7:30 p.m. will be the 
much sought-after Sugar Vibe, the four-
piece hard hitting rock band that pumps 
out music over multiple genres and gen-
erations. Out of central Florida, and one 
of Florida’s premier cover bands, Sugar 
Vibe boasts a Grammy award nominee, 
and a dazzling, mystifying, internation-
al singer with Disney where they are 
regular performers. If your musical fla-
vor is pop, rock, country, or multi-genre, 
you’ll get it all with Sugar Vibe. Infec-
tious energy! Pace yourself.

From 7:30 to 9 p.m., Chasing Amy En-
tertainment presents the six-member 
Chasing Amy Party Band that deliv-
ers high energy music with fun crowd 
participation. Their interactive perfor-
mance will test the amount of stamina 
you still have this far into the evening. 

Did someone just whisper – what 
about food trucks? But of course! A va-
riety of them are scheduled to replenish 
the calories you burn with burgers, piz-
za, hot dogs, barbecue, funnel cake and 
more; and The Town Square Kiosk will 
serve beer, wine, soda, and bottled wa-
ter. And, On Top of the Wheels Car Club 
will have all kinds of cars on display. 
There will be a 50/50 raffle with half 

We Be Jammin'

benefitting SPCA of Marion County. The 
Sensational Selfies photo kiosk will also 
be there. Why not have a photo taken of 
you buying raffle tickets? 

This year’s Spring Band Jam on Sat-
urday, May 13, will be a dandy one that 
you really don’t want to miss even with-
out string bands. Visit the Circle Square 
Commons Facebook page for more 
information (facebook.com/csctown-
square). Yo Philly neighbors – see you 
there! 

“I regard the theatre as the greatest 
of all art forms, the most immediate way 
in which a human being can share with 
another the sense of what it is to be a hu-
man being.” – Oscar Wilde. 

With that quote in mind from the 
great playwright, the Original Theatre 
Group is going to downsize its perform-
ing space to upsize its entertainment im-
pact Thursday, May 25 through Sunday, 
May 28. “Comedy Tonight” is a program 
of famous comedic theatrical scenes, a 
one act play, and lively musical num-
bers which will be presented in the Ar-
bor Activity Center Music Room. Only 50 
tickets will be available for each perfor-
mance. Our goal is not only to entertain 
our audiences, but closely share the mo-
ment with them. 

Elaine Morrison will narrate this 
unique program which will open with a 
lively rendition of “Comedy Tonight” by 
our entire company from the Broadway 
classic, “A Funny Thing Happened to Me 
on the Way to the Forum.” Carole Beau-
champ and Jane Bennett-Bailey will sing 
the title song from the new Broadway hit 
musical, “Some Like it Hot.” Russ and 
Cicily Kaye will entertain with short, se-
lected scenes from “You’re a Good Man 
Charlie Brown.” The music continues 
with our Sherrye Troy singing “I Could 
Have Danced All Night” from “My Fair 
Lady.” 

Russ Kaye, Cicily Kaye, Brian Salus, 
Merideth Logan, and Sharon Voith will 
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Cicily Kaye menaces poor Russ Kaye as they play Lucy and Linus from “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown.”

present a scene from “Over the River 
and Through the Woods.” “I’m the 
Greatest Star from “Funny Girl” will be 
sung by Pamela Monk. The first act will 
conclude with Brady Reeves taking us 
back to the early ‘50s with “Life Could 
Be a Dream” also known as “Sh-Boom.” 
Brady sang with the Chords, the group 
that originally recorded this melodic 
classic. Joining Brady in this number are 
Brian Salus, Dave Wesenberg and Russ 
Kaye. 

Act two will open with three scenes 
from “Harvey.” The cast includes Jane 
Bennett-Bailey, Gwen Templeton, Sha-
ron Voith, Brian Salus, and Dave We-
senberg. Russ Kaye will then sing “Mr. 
Cellophane” from “Chicago.” Gwen 
Templeton is next with a set of her 
unique stand-up comedy. Cicily Kaye 
will follow with “Adelaide’s Lament” 
from “Guys and Dolls.” Dave Wesenberg 
will then tell a tall tale. 

Our final play cutting will come from 
“Arsenic and Old Lace” and feature 
Meredith Logan, Sharon Voith, Wayne 
Dilts and Brady Reeves. “Comedy To-
night” concludes with a humorous and 
touching short one act play by Dennis 
Jones called “One Sunday Morning” 
with the cast of Carole Beauchamp, Russ 
Kaye, and Dave Wesenberg. 

The production is under the direction 
of Richard Rosen. Tickets are on sale 
Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to noon in the up-
per lobby of the Recreation Center.

'Comedy Tonight' Hits 
the Stage

Passenger Service a 
Buzz

What’s the buzz about passenger 
train service from Orlando to Miami? 
Central Florida residents can look for-
ward to an exciting new transportation 
option as Brightline train service pre-
pares to launch its Orlando route in the 
second quarter of 2023. With the expan-
sion project now 90% complete, the pas-
senger service may be only a few months 
away from becoming a reality.

Brightline is anticipating linking Mi-
ami to Orlando in about three hours, 
which is 30 minutes faster than driving 
by car! And it may be even faster in total 
time than flying when one considers the 
time spent going through security and 
waiting at the gate.

The proposed schedule would include 
stops at Fort Lauderdale, Boca Raton, 
West Palm Beach, and Orlando. The to-
tal time is estimated to be three hours 
and 25 minutes. This is accomplished 
because of new track construction using 
welded rail and concrete ties. The speed 
from West Palm Beach to Cocoa is esti-
mated to be 110 mph, and from Cocoa to 
Orlando should be 130 mph.

A new station is under construction 
at Orlando International Airport and 
will feature a three-story contemporary 

design, retail shopping, a bar with light 
bites and panoramic views of oncom-
ing trains. The next expansion phase for 
Brightline will be service from Orlando 
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The Broadway Limited ready to depart from Franklin Station.

to Tampa.
If you can’t wait for Brightline, the 

Model Railroaders have their own high-
speed passenger service from Frank-
lin to Harrysburg. In scale speed, the 
Broadway Limited HO passenger train 
will exceed 110 mph.

The Model Railroaders wish to thank 
Nancy Sgroi and Larry Rubin for their 
very generous donation of train items to 
the club.

The club encourages you to visit the 

Hobby Building Train Room any Fri-
day from 2 to 4 p.m. The Model Rail-
roaders Club is always looking for new 
members, and you are welcome to join 
us. Our next club meeting is scheduled 
for 9 a.m. on Wednesday, May 3, in the 
Hobby Building Event Room. If you have 
any questions, please call Jim Lynam at 
352-861-2822. 

Remember and honor our heroes this 
Memorial Day!
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Marcia Meloni

Paradise Players

At press time the newest theater 
group, Paradise Players, hosted its first 
ever show.  Written by members of the 
newly formed group, “Living in Para-
dise” was a parody of life in On Top of 
the World.  Characters include the Plati-
num Girls, a take-off of the wildly popu-
lar sitcom “Golden Girls.”

Cast members included Sharon Au-
ger, Michael Baron, Tammy Deicken, 
Anthony Elmore, Denise Elmore, De-
nise Gatchell, Mark Gatchell, Marilyn 
Leeds, Liz Lieberman, Meredith Logan, 
Michelle Marchand, Harry McKinley, 
Jennifer McMullen, Marcia Meloni, 
Merrilyn Ramsey, Jodylynne Rowswell, 
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Portraying the ongoing mother-daughter feud are Platinum Girls Marilyn Leeds as Dorothy and Tammy Deicken as Sophia.

Brian Salus, Gwen Templeton, and Dave 
Visby.  Lee Smith was the director.  

The cast members have decades of 
experience in acting, singing, and danc-
ing, from small local theater groups to 
Broadway and even teaching.

Paradise Players will begin work on 
their next production in mid- to late-
summer.  Anyone interested in partici-
pating in the next production is invited to 
join.  Participants do not need acting ex-
perience; skills can be taught.  Addition-
ally, there are numerous other roles to 
be filled in addition to acting such as set 
design and building, prop procurement, 
marketing, and costume design.  One 
can have as much fun behind the curtain! 
Paradise Players will participate in 
the next Club Fair welcoming new 
participants.  Until then, more in-
formation can be had by contacting 
Marilyn Leeds at leeds712@aol.com. 
Thanks to all for supporting our first 
production!

The Fun with Golf Carts Easter parade 
on Saturday, April 1, took place in love-
ly weather, and was enjoyed by many. 
The residents of Bridgewater Park and 
Brookdale assisted living facilities were 
treated to our residents performing tal-
ented dance numbers, followed by the 
parade of some amazingly decorated 
carts.

The Memorial Day parade will take 
place on Saturday, May 27. This is al-
ways a moving event, with patriotic mu-
sic and decorations in honor of those 
who sacrificed all, that we might be free. 
Please put on your red, white, and blue, 
and parade with us, even if you’ve never 
done it before. You will be welcomed, 
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Shelley (The Hatter) and Ina (Alice in Wonderland) Kline.
and every spectator will appreciate your 
efforts. Designated charities include In-
terfaith Emergency Services, Operation 
Shoebox, and Voices of Change Animal 
League (VOCAL). 

Our Facebook group is now at 475! 
Join us and follow us on Facebook 
(OTOW Fun with Golf Carts). If you 
have a golf cart, please consider jazzing 
it up (or not) and joining in as we "pa-
rade for a cause." Each parade benefits 
one or more local charities. For more 
information and to receive emails about 
this club, please email otowfunwithgolf-
carts@gmail.com.

All club parades start at the Recre-
ation Center, with lineup and charitable 
donations at 9:45 a.m., and pullout at 
10 a.m. The route for a given parade is 
posted on Facebook (OTOW Fun with 
Golf Carts and OTOW Chat Room). If 
the parade is not coming by your house, 
please come see the action as we leave 
the Recreation Center.

Susan Pulling Robinson

Fun with  
Golf Carts



44D May 2023The World News

CARDS & GAMES

Nancy Grabowski

Bingo

Bridge

Euchre

Pinochle

It’s nickel nickel time again.  Well, 
you’ve read about it, maybe even walked 
by the room, and heard all the laughter.  
Then you said to yourself, “I don’t know 
how to play” and just walked by.

Well, no more excuses as we have 
started a learning and practice session 
for 30 minutes before the games begin.  
It is an easy and simple game to learn 
and play.  

Our official games are on Fridays, at 1 
p.m. in the Arbor Activity Center Poker 
Room and Mondays, at 1 p.m.  at The 
Lodge at Candler Hills.  Practice starts at 
12:30 p.m. on both days.  All reciprocals 
are welcome.

So have fun, laugh, and make new 
friends.  If you need more information, 
just call Dave at 904-466-6025.

Monday Afternoon 
By Shirley Stolly & Carol Johnson 

March 13
1: Caryl Rosenberger & Barb Heller; 2: Donna Peters 
& Rad D; 3: Mike Meirick & Craig Ford; 4: Joan 
Keinath & Roseann Ross; 5: Judy Mackowick & Rik 
Saffol.

March 20
1: Rik Saffol & Judy Mackowick; 2: Mar Valchin & 
Bruce Gillette; 3: Betty Morris & Steve Sekac; 4: 
Marlene Floeckler & Joe McKeow.

March 27
1: Jeff Bell & Dean Samuels; 2: Donna Peters & Rad 
D; 3: Nancy Clarkson & Shirley Stolly; 4: Jack Heller 
& Mar Valchin; 5: Mary Bloch & Billie Anderson.

April 3
1: Bruce Gillette & Mar Valchin; 2: Donna Peters & 

Thursday Night Bridge
By Jeff & Pam Bell

Our group is known for being a relax-
ing and enjoyable time of party bridge. 
We welcome all levels of play – from 
those who have just completed a class to 
experienced players of many decades. 

There is no need to bring a partner, 
we pair up by the luck of the draw and 
rotate partners throughout the evening. 
We begin play at 6 p.m. on Thursdays in 
the Recreation Center Event Room.

March 16
1: Jeff Bell; 2: Brent Powell; 3: Bob Durst.
2 Prize: Pam Bell.

March 23
1: Jeff Bell; 2: Bob Durst; 3: Gina Andrejak.
2 Prize: Dianne Perry.

March 30
1: Brent Powell; 2: Jeff Bell; 3: Mike Brody.
2 Prize: Brent Powell.

April 6
1: Mar Valchin; 2: Drew Brehm; 3: Jeff Bell.
2 Prize: Jean Krueger.

Tuesday Night Duplicate
By Gayle Taylor & Bob Kraus 

We hope everyone had a nice Eas-
ter and we are so glad to see so many 
friends coming in on Tuesdays. We wel-
come new members to join us at 6 p.m. 
in the Arbor Activity Center Card Rooms 
I-II. Please arrive about 10 minutes early 
to sign in. Bring a partner. The winners 
don’t get rich but do have fun! 

To play occasionally or as a substitute, 
please contact us and we’ll put you on 
our list. For more information, you can 
contact Gayle Taylor at 352-387-9571 or 
Bob Kraus at 352- 492-8525.

March 14
North/South

1: Wayne Caldwell & CJ Daane; 2: Dan Lack & Ed 
Bodnar; 3: Caryl Rosenberger & Barbara Heller.

East/West
1: Diane Turkin & Gary Moses; 2: Gayle Taylor & Bob 
Kraus; 3. Mar Valchin &
Carolyn Higgins.

March 21
North/South

1: Bob Kraus & Gayle Taylor; 2: 1: Dan Lack & Ed 
Bodnar; 3: Caryl Rosenberger & Barbara Heller. 

East/West
1: Dean Samuel & Carolyn Higgins; 2. Connie 
Campbell & Billie Andersen; 3: Diane Turkin & Gary 
Moses.

March 28
North/South

1: Dan Hall & Jeff Bell; 2: Caryl Rosenberger & 
Barbara Heller; 3: Dan Lack & Ed Bodnar.

East/West
1: Gayle Taylor & Bob Kraus; 2. Connie Campbell & 
Billie Andersen; 3. Carolyn Higgins & Dean Samuel.

April 4
North/South

1: Dan Lack & Ed Bodnar; 2: Dan Hall & Jeff Bell; 3: 
Dennis Wallace & Judi Wallace.

East/West
1: Linda Ryan & Bill Ryan; 2: Carolyn Higgins & Dean 
Samuel; 3: Gayle Taylor & Bob Kraus.

April 11
North/South

1: Sharon Miller & Arlene Loepp; 2: Carolyn Higgins 
& Dean Samuel; 3: Dan Lack & Ed Bodnar.

East/West
1: Gary Moses & Diane Turkin; 2: Paul Claremont & 
Patsy Claremont; 3: Dennis Wallace & Judi Wallace.

Tuesday Night
By Herb Katz

March 7
1: Richard Carroll; 2: Edith Bucci; 3: Cheryl Adams.

March 14
1: Janet Becker; 2: Norma Miles; 3: Herb Katz.

March 21
1: Richard Carroll; 2: Jim Magoon; 3: Walter 
Hickenlooper.

March 28
1: James Tomaszek; 2: Kathy Pinto; 3: Andy Nuccio.

Friday Morning 
By Mary Hannon

March 17
1: Bruce Gillett; 2: Andy Nuccio; 3: Larry Black.

March 24
1: Debbie Martello; 2: Andy Nuccio; 3: Larry Black.

March 31
1: Phyllis Jarskey; 2: Mary Hannon; 3: Edna Frye.

April 7
1: Ed Casper; 2: Rick Carroll; 3: Edna Frye.

One can locate bingo fans on any giv-
en Wednesday in the Recreation Center 
Ballroom.  Some enter as early as 3 p.m., 
after the maintenance crew sets up the 
room with tables and chairs.  

Prior to bingo, raffle tickets are eager-
ly purchased beginning at 4 p.m.  Tick-
ets are three for $1 or 10 for $3 and pay 
out $20 for each lucky number pulled.  
We have been averaging 25 pulls per 
session, so the odds are in your favor.  
The raffle begins about 5:45 p.m. and 
the games start once the raffle has con-
cluded.

Bingo offers 18 regular games plus 
the cover-all minus one, anywhere on 
the board and the jackpot coverall at 
the end of the evening.  Naturally, more 
than one winner per game splits the pot 
evenly.  

Cards are sold for $1 per card and are 
played throughout the entire session. 
These cards are sold beginning at 4:30 
p.m. and continue to be sold until 5:45 
p.m. unless we run out of cards.  No 
daubers are required as the cards are 
equipped with sliders; there are large-
number cards available too.  Each game 
is pictured on the big board and the last 
number called flashes until the next 
number is announced.  Players who 
think they have bingo need to call loud 
and clear, the runners will check for ac-
curacy.

All bingo rules are in effect which 
means it remains an alcohol-free zone 
by State Gaming official mandate; beer, 
wine or mixed drinks can be consumed 
in The Pub or on the patio, none in the 
playing hall at any time.  Players must 
show their resident ID and guests are al-

Wednesday Afternoon
By Dianne Robinson

March 1
1: Betty Morris; 2: Linda Yuan; 3: Marlyn Valchin; 
Cons: Al Kremer.

March 8
1: Marlene Floeckher; 2: Carolyn Higgins; 3: Mary 
Bloch; Cons: Shirley Stolly.

March 15
1: Joe McKeown; 2: Debbie Quinn; 3: Rik Saffol; 4: 
Dianne Robinson; Cons: Betty Morris.

March 22
1: Bruce Gillett; 2: Billie Andersen; 3: Debbie Quinn; 
4: Marlene Floeckher; Cons: Steve Sekac.

March 29
1: Mary Bloch; 2: Joe McKeown; 3: Debbie Quinn; 4: 
Bruce Gillett; Cons: Dianne Robinson.

Deb Gallop

Nickel Nickel

Friday Night
By Mary Bloch

March 3
1: Jim Wells; 2: Judy Lynch; 3: Joan Sigafoos.

March 10
1: Jim Kelly; 2: Pete Jacob; 3: Lynn Hoelzer.

March 17
1: Phyllis Jarskey; 2: Tim Carlisle: 3: Joan Sigafoos.

March 24
1: Gary Spivey: 2: Jim Kelly: 3: Phyllis Jarskey.

March 31
1: Bob Moravec: 2: Gary Spivey: 3: Karen Jacob.

lowed when accompanied by a resident. 
Each player may save one additional 
seat as well; however, please don’t tip 
the chairs as it poses a tripping hazard.  

When the last game is over, boards 
and fly swatters are returned to the front 
of the Ballroom to be stowed for next 
week.  We appreciate having the cards 
placed facedown upon the table.  Be-
fore you leave, check for any personal 
belongings, and dispose of any trash.  
Take care as you head towards your car; 
it sounds simple, but it is much safer to 
use the sidewalk rather than the driving 
lanes.

Bring a friend and join us any Wednes-
day for some fun and festivities.  We also 
welcome more volunteers to step up and 
join the crew.  Contact Carl Folkers or 
Nancy Grabowski.

Rad D; 3: Mary Bloch & Joan Kleinath; 4: Pam Bell 
& Betty Morris.

RESIDENT ID CARD
Carry it with you at all times.

GOING OUT OF TOWN?
View or download a PDF  

of the World News at  
ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala.
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Linda Toner

Poetry

David Wesenberg

Toppers Banjo

Kathy & Charlie  
Petrosky

Karaoke Friends

Visitors
It was great
to see you, my friends
we really like visiting you
but in the end
the plants need watering
the cat needs feeding
so off to Florida we go
until in the future
when we are meeting
again or if you come to visit
we will wine and dine you
you treated us like royalty
we will do the same for you
and we treasure 
those memories for sure
until we make new ones
when you open the door
so, thank you for all the dinners
the conversations, and nothing to lack
you know we will miss you
until we come back.

Some of our clappers are starting to 
say, “Maybe next time I will sing.” We 
hope so. Many say they are nervous to 
try singing. Each time you do it, you get 
more relaxed. Just pick a song you sing 
in the shower. Give it a try. You will find 
the audience will listen and encourage 
you. Be yourself. You do not have to have 
your own music. We have music digi-
tally stored. Just name the song or the 
singer and we can look it up. Come on 
give it a try!

It has been a while since we highlight-
ed Laura Zavadsky. Here is what she has 
to say.

“I don’t remember a time without 
music as a child. Everyone in the fam-
ily liked music. So, I listened to lots of 
music. I heard ‘30s, ‘40s and ‘50s … all 
genres. I began mimicking the singers 
at a young age.

I recorded my first record when I was 
three or four, “How Much is that Dog-
gie in the Window.” It was my one and 
only record, recorded in a record booth 
at Savin Rock Beach in Connecticut. My 
mom had to hold me up to reach the mi-
crophone. She sent it to California; how-
ever, I didn’t do that well with royalties 
since my distribution was limited to my 
aunt in San Francisco.

My popularity gained momentum in 
first grade, where I won first prize for 
singing “My Hand on My Self.” As one 
of a trio in sixth grade we won first place 
for “Teen Angel.” Alas, fame is fickle, 
and I went from a trio to a back row in 
the chorus and singing on the school 
bus. 

Through the years I’ve continued to 
“make a joyful noise.” Singing is men-
tally, physically, and emotionally healthy 
for you. The best part? You don’t have 
to be good at it to reap the benefits! Just 
enjoy it.”

If you would like to enjoy the group, 
we meet the first and third Mondays of 
the month in the Arbor Activity Cen-
ter Music Room from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Come any time in between.

Photo by Steve Warren

Laura Zavadsky.

Toppers Banjo meets every Thurs-
day at 10 a.m. in the Arbor Conference 
Center Music Room. We play and sing a 
wide range of music from the Civil War 
to today. 

If you play banjo or are hoping to 
learn, come and join us. If you like to 
listen to all kinds of music, come and 
hear us in a congenial, friendly music 
session.

The band is always looking for new 
music. We have added several blues and 
traditional southern music to our reper-
tory.

It is a joy not just to listen to music, 
but to talk about and share music with 
our listeners. Come and join the fun. 
You won’t regret it.

If you want more information about 
the group as either a player or listener, 
contact David Wesenberg at dwesen-
berg3@cfl.rr.com.

Petra Schmidt
otownews@otowfl.com

In the News

Each household in On Top of the 
World should receive a complimentary 
copy of the World News home delivered 
every month. On the day of publication 
(see schedule on page 2), home delivery 
begins early in the morning with com-
pletion around 1 p.m. 

If you did not receive home deliv-
ery or you wish to stop delivery, please 
email (do not call) otownews@otowfl.
com with the following information:

• Neighborhood name
• House number and street name
On the afternoon of home delivery, a 

copy of the World News may be picked 
up at newspaper racks located through-
out the community: 

• All postal centers
• Resident Services
• New Home Sales Center 
• Recreation Center
• Arbor Fitness Center
• The Club at Candler Hills 
• The Lodge at Candler Hills 
• Candler Hills Community Center 
• Master the Possibilities 
• On Top of the World Real Estate of 

Marion, LLC
• The Landing
• The Ranch Fitness Center & Spa 
• Indigo East Community Center 
• Indigo East Fitness Center 
Visit ontopoftheworldnews.com/oca-

la, to read the World News online or to 
view the publication schedule. 

GOOD NEWS TO SHARE?
Email otownews@otowfl.com with your idea(s). 

If approved, a World News writer  
will be assigned.

Only good news about the community, a club(s) 
or a resident(s) will be considered.

®

®

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR
Pick up after your pet.
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Connie Filip

ShutterBugs
Photography

ShutterBugs are proud to present two 
blue-ribbon winning photos in the still 
life category of our contest.

The first was taken by Pam Schmitt 
who says, “I like non-traditional still life 
photos. A few years back, I entered a 
sliced tomato which didn’t win, so I’ve 
been trying ever since. This year I creat-
ed the backdrop on my kitchen counter 
- with a stack of books and a black drape. 
I recreated a photo that was in my cam-
era’s user manual and used the high key 
function, which was a new experience. 
The slices are held together and upright 
by toothpicks that are just out of sight. It 
took three afternoons and a lot of fruit.”

The second was taken by Tom Mur-
ray, who created his swan photo while 

Photo by ShutterBug Pam Schmitt

Sweet and sour. 

attending a photography conference in 
Amherst, Massachusetts. It included 
an opportunity for still life shots. He 
was able to choose a light blue and or-
ange background that he liked. He then 
placed the swans and glass ball on a 
mirror. He used his Nikon Z50 mirror-
less camera with a 16-50mm lens set at 
34mm.

You both inspire me to try something 
new with my camera!

If you missed seeing our photo display 
in the Recreation Center, you can still 
see all our entries by clicking on Photo 
Contest/2022 Photo Contest at otowspc.
com.

Don’t forget to stop by the Master the 
Possibilities lobby to see this month’s 
photo display by Tim Carroll. Tim is a 
retired professional photographer from 
Michigan who’s displaying a few of his 
favorite landscapes, including water-
falls. 

He says “I love the mystique and ener-
gy that I feel standing by a waterfall. The 
most important goal of a photo should 

be using techniques to capture how you 
feel about a scene. I find waterfalls awe-
inspiring and try to share that feeling 
with you.” Come and see the mystique 
(or is it mist-ique?) of Tim’s award-win-
ning photos!

Our May field trip will be to the World 
Equestrian Center for Derby Day to 
watch it on their oversized LED screens 
in the Grand Arena, followed by the Re-
gion 12 Arabian horse competition. 

Want to learn more about digital? 
ShutterBugs president, Harry Boyajian 
continues to facilitate our sharing of 
photography tips to improve our skills 
in camera use and editing. 

We generally meet for field trips the 
first week of each month, show and tell 
the third Tuesday and an educational 
class the fourth at 3 p.m. in the Hobby 
Building Event Room. You can find our 
photo galleries and our club calendar at 
otowspc.com. 

For more information contact Harry 
at 239-336-4804.

Photo by ShutterBug Tom Murray

A pair of swans. 
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Teri Penichet

Sunshine Quilters

Nancy Grabowski

The New
Pretenders

Carol Pickens is our featured member 
this month. An accomplished quilter, 
Carol is also quite unique in the diver-
sity of her life experiences that merit 
sharing.

Born and raised in Indiana, Carol first 
learned to sew at age nine, when her 
grandmother taught her to hand stitch. 
A few years later in middle school, Carol 
learned to sew clothing by machine in 
her home economics class and was soon 
making much of her own clothing, and 
later sewing soft home furnishings.

As an adult, Carol continued to sew 
her clothing for her job in an account-
ing office in the 1970s and 1980s. It was 
during this time that she also raised, 
bred, and showed Shar-Pei dogs that 
won many awards. She took a necessary 
hiatus from accounting office work to 
become her parents’ caregiver. When 
she tried returning to office work 12 
years later, she found it very difficult, so 
she researched other job opportunities 
and decided to train as a truck driver! 
After Carol got her commercial driver’s 
license, she got a job driving for U.S. Ex-
press, which she held for seven years. 
During this time, she was featured on 
the cover of a magazine for truckers. She 
entered a poetry competition, and had 
her poems published four times in the 
Pilot “Challenge” magazine.

Photo by Teri Penichet

Carol Pickens displaying one of her beautiful quilts.

Carol’s quilting journey began in 
2002, when she moved to Illinois and 
took classes in quilt making. Over a peri-
od of six months, she and her quilt guild 
completed over 100 quilts, which were 
donated to the Shriners Children’s Hos-
pital in St. Louis, Missouri. She helped 
complete many other quilts that were 
given to local nursing homes. Carol also 
made quilts while “on the road.” Once 
she was stuck in her rig in Michigan for 
two days and used the time to start a 
quilt she called “The Yellow Brick Road” 
which, when completed, she carried in 
her truck. Carol also continued to sew 
clothing, and stitched costumes for the 
Texas Renaissance Festival for five years 
while living in Texas.

In 2022, Carol moved to On Top of 
the World. She owns a variety of sewing 
machines that she uses to complete her 
quilts. These include a 1914 model 15 
Singer treadle given to her by her church 
pastor, Singer models 99, 15-91, 201, 
two Singer Featherweight machines, a 
Brother machine, and several Janome 
machines. She also owns a collection of 
vintage sewing attachments.

Carol enjoys all types of quilting proj-
ects, especially the piecing and assem-
bly. Her favorite part of quilt making is 
seeing a picture of a quilt, and figuring 
out on her own (without a pattern or in-
structions) how to piece and complete it. 
Carol’s preferred quilting websites are 
Missouri Star Quilting and Jordan Fab-
rics. What Carol likes best about Sun-
shine Quilters? “All the great people and 
their abundance of interest in the craft!”

Our forward-looking progression for 
2024 is right on track.  The New Pre-
tenders committees are nearly finished 
with their tasks:  interviewing prospec-
tive members and finalizing the music 
choices.  It doesn’t sound all that diffi-
cult, but it does encompass many hours 
and plenty of decision-making.

The funds generated by your contin-
ued support of our programs make it pos-
sible for us to help local Marion County 
charities. Recently, Rita and Tom Miller 
attended a meeting where the Millers 
presented the Sewing Bees with a dona-
tion that will assist them on their quest 
to continue sewing for local causes.  The 
Sewing Bees labor in “the hive” to cre-
ate comforting blankets, quilts and lap 
robes for children and seniors.  The hive 
really buzzes around the holidays when 
extra goodies like stockings are made 
for children who otherwise would have 
nothing in December.

The New Pretenders received more 
thanks as well from the Ocala Ritz Veter-
ans Village.  This donation will provide 
some additional resources for former 
homeless veterans as they work towards 
a more independent lifestyle.  Resources 
include continuing education, seminars 

Photo by Nancy Jennings-Fair

Linda Meyer, Mary Ann Berardi-Schmitt, Darlene Clark, and Jeanne Wise.
geared toward job interviews, and a pro-
fessional clothing closet when those in-
terviews are secured.

Each of the causes we embrace is 
geared to making lives better through-
out Marion County.  We are currently 
supporting the Domestic Violence/
Abuse Center, Food-4-Kids Backpack 
program, Kimberly’s Cottage and Wear 
Gloves.  Wear Gloves is a relatively new 
group that puts people-in-need in a posi-
tion to earn their way.  It’s very simple 
yet extremely effective.

Our hope is to be able to send more 
donations to worthy causes after we 
have met our needs for costumes and 
instruments.  Many of our costumes, 
especially long dresses for prom sea-
son, have been donated.  We love to pay 
it forward, knowing that the good will 
comes back to us again and again.

We have announced that our 2024 
show will be performed in the Recre-
ation Center Ballroom on Feb. 2 and 3, 
at 7 p.m. and Feb. 4, at 2 p.m.  Tickets 
will go on sale on Jan. 3, 2024, from 8:15 
to 10:15 a.m.  We will continue sales 
each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
throughout the month.  Tickets are a 
must-have, and none are sold at the 
door.  Did you mark it on your calendar 
already?  We surely hope so!

It’s not too late to let us know if The 
New Pretenders pique your curios-
ity and interest.  Chat with any current 
member or contact Nancy Grabowski at 
352-209-4699.
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Linda Lohr

Rubber Stamp
Greeting Cards

Our presenter for Thursday, April 6, 
was Mary Kay Ripp. She is a long-time 
card maker and presented three cards 
with different fun folds. One was a tent 
card; one was a fun center fold card; and 
the third one was an elongated Z card. 
All of the cards were very well received 
and can be used for any occasion just by 
changing the sentiment. 

We thank Mary Kay for providing the 
instructions, stamps, sentiments, and 
inspiration for such great cards. They 
can be mass produced to be on hand for 
any occasion.

I will be the presenter on Thursday, 
May 4.

Our group is open to all crafters – be-
ginners or those more experienced. One 

Photo by Mary Kay Ripp

Cards presented by Mary Kay Ripp.

or two people do a presentation each 
month. The group meets the first and 
third Thursdays of the month at 1 p.m. 
in the Hobby Building Event Room. 

Anyone can be a presenter and the 
cards do not have to be fancy or compli-
cated. Our group is based on friendship, 
socializing, and helping each other.

For information on any class or for 
general information, contact Connie 
Press at the email below. There are ba-
sic supplies that are needed, such as a 
trimmer, glue, scissors, and card stock. 
Everyone in the group shares their sup-
plies and everyone brings new ideas to 
the table. You are only limited by your 
imagination!

If you feel this might be a class you 
would enjoy, or if you have any ques-
tions, please contact Connie Press at 
Connie.RubberStampClub@gmail.com. 
You can also find the information for 
each class on our Facebook page. We 
look forward to introducing new people 
to our fun craft. 

Until then, keep on stampin’!

Anne Merrick

Art Group

Freedom Library, our local public 
lending library, is an interesting place 
to visit. There are plenty of books to be 
borrowed and it is a pleasure to wander 
around looking at the choices to be had. 
Even if you know what you are looking 
for you may be surprised by a new au-
thor or title. Reading, like painting or 
drawing is a great way to relax, disap-
pear into another dimension and learn 
something.

Reading and art go hand in hand. Just 
inside the inside door, on the left, is a 
display case where in May, Carole Drost-
Lopez has an exhibit of some of her shell 
creations. She loves to collect shells and 
her amazing creativeness allows her to 

Photo by Carole Drost-Lopez

Shell vignettes by Carole.

make vignettes of people doing activities 
like card playing, pool, fishing, paint-
ing, cycling and many more. I went to 
her house to take photos and view some 
of her creations and was mind boggled 
and impressed. All her creations are for 
sale at the weekly Tuesday craft show in 
the Recreation Center Ballroom. 

Even if you don’t read or go to the li-
brary very often take the time for an in-
teresting trip to see and support a great 
public resource.

We had fun at our Saturday, April 
22 art show in the Hobby Building Art 
Room. There were many marvelous 
pieces on display including some from 
the wood carvers who used to meet with 
us. Their group has grown so they now 
meet on Thursday afternoons in the Art 
Room.

Come join us on Wednesdays, Thurs-
days, and Saturdays. For more informa-
tion, please contact Freda Klump at 615-
336-6863 or fredaklump@gmail.org or 
visit artgroupotow.org.
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David Wesenberg

Concert Chorus

Ann Gallo

Sewing Bees

The Concert Chorus has been meet-
ing every Tuesday, from 9 to 11 a.m. 
at the Arbor Conference Center Music 
Room. Now that our spring concert is 
over, we will not be meeting again until 
Tuesday, Sept. 5.

Our concert performances in March 
were a success with a nearly full audito-
rium for both performances. Members 
of the audience were singing along and 
enjoying the eclectic selection of favor-
ites, which was a joy for the chorus and 
audience. 

The Concert Chorus has elected of-
ficers and now it is time to select new 
leaders. Elected are Mary Ann Majni for 
president; Debbie Dougherty for vice 
president; Martha Colyer for secretary; 
Robert Washburn for treasurer; and 
Laura DeAngelo for member at large. 
One of the great strengths of the Con-
cert Chorus is members willing to serve 
as officers.

Membership is open to all residents 
and Gateway of Services passholders. 
Member dues are $15, which covers the 
cost of music and concert support.

There could not be a better time to 
join us before rehearsals begin Sept. 5, 
for our winter program. To join us, con-
tact Mary Ann Majni at flmam68@aol.
com for further information.

Photo by Mark Miller

The spring concert by the Concert Chorus.

A great big thank you to Kathy Nar-
done for four-plus years as our vice 
president. 

We are so excited to announce that we 
have become a 501(c)(3) organization. 
Donations are now tax deductible.

We recently added an extra Saturday. 
We now meet the second and third Sat-
urday of the month from noon to 4 p.m., 
as well as every Thursday from 12:30 to 
3 p.m. in the Hobby Building Art Room.

We are a growing club and the need 
in Marion County is great. At the current 
time we need 100% cotton children’s 
themed fabric. Thank you to all those 
who have been donating supplies to us.

Are you on Facebook? Our name is 
now Sewing Bees Club Inc. Join our 
page and keep up to date on what we are 
working on and what our current needs 
are.

If you have any questions, please call 
or text Marsha Schneer at 813-920-3487 
or Ann Gallo at 917-597-2178.

Photo by Ann Gallo

It’s official! The Sewing Bees Club Inc. is now a 501(c)(3).
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Carmel Kessler

Williamsburg
Neighbors

Neighbors wore their green and cele-
brated St. Patrick’s Day at a happy hour 
in March. Many thanks to neighbor Bri-
an McDonald who provided Irish music 
as well as an Irish trivia game and name 
the TV show theme music. What a fun 
time for everyone who was able to come.

Looking for an easy, fun activity 
that gets you out, moving, and meet-
ing neighbors? Join us for bocce every 
Wednesday, at 4 p.m. at the courts at 
The Arbors. Normally we have about 
16 neighbors participate, but never the 
same people. We draw cards for court 
positions, which mixes up who you play 
with weekly. We play for about an hour 
or so. You’ll hear a lot of laughter, en-
couraging words, and some senior citi-
zen “trash talking.” Hope to see you on 
Wednesday!

Mark your calendar! The second an-
nual Williamsburg luau will be held Sat-
urday, May 20 (rain date Sunday, May 
21) from 2 to 6 p.m. Linda Leigh Jones 
is the party planner and co-host with 
Dan Weigand. The event will be held 
in his backyard at 9173 SW 91st Circle. 

Photo by Dave Kessler

Williamsburg neighbors enjoying a weekly bocce game.     

Many thanks to the generous donors 
Scott Cameron, State Farm Insurance; 
Absolute Law Group; and Dr. Steven 
Dunn, Dentistry at Bridlewood.

Check your closet for your Hawaiian 
attire. It is not essential for the party but 
encouraged. There will be prizes for best 
dressed. Expect other contests as well. 

Entertainment includes the Ukulele 
Club, Hawaiian dancers, and other sur-
prises! There will be outdoor games for 
everyone to enjoy.

Please bring a side dish or dessert 
to share, and a chair. The main course 
is Huli Huli Hawaiian chicken. Water 
and lemonade will be provided. Draft 
beer and blue Hawaiians will be avail-
able with a tip jar to offset costs. You are 
welcome to bring a cooler with your bev-
erage of choice.

There is no cost for the luau, but there 
will be a 50/50 drawing and tip jar. RSVP 
by Saturday, May 13, to Linda Leigh 
Jones at lindaleighjones@gmail.com or 
text 602-380-6431. Please include the 
first and last name of each guest coming. 
Looking forward to seeing you there!

Are you new to Williamsburg? Wel-
come! To keep up with activities and 
happenings please send your email to 
our neighborhood president, Nancy 
Meininger at nancy@nancymeininger.
com.  Check out our Facebook page 
(Welcome to Williamsburg-OTOW).

Jan Spielvogel

Happy Hookers

As stated before, many of our mem-
bers craft items for the various charities 
we support.  A recent Monday gathering 
provided a good-sized pile of such items.  
That pile (when sorted and folded by 
Ann Gallo, one of our donation coordi-
nators) included 11 blankets which were 
donated to the bears and blankets pro-
gram, six scarves, three hats and a shawl 
that will be donated to one of the chil-
dren’s agencies in Marion County.  It is 
heartwarming to see these items come 
in from our members. 

Happy Hookers is open to all resi-
dents.  We meet year-round on Mon-
days, from 1:30 to 3 p.m. in the Hobby 
Building Art Room. There are no dues, 

Photo by Jan Spielvogel 

Hats, scarves, and shawls
agenda nor penalties for missing a meet-
ing, arriving late, or leaving early.  Life 
can and does interfere at times, and we 
would hate for that to hold you back. 
What we do have is a group of ladies 
busy with crocheting, knitting, needle-
pointing, card crafting, embroidering, 
and handcrafting of all kinds. This is 
a very talented group that’s never too 
busy to help someone with a difficult 
pattern or stitch. We welcome newcom-
ers with open arms. Attendees should 
bring whatever they happen to be work-
ing on.  

If you have any questions about our 
club, you may call Naomi Berman at 
352-873-4328. If you have yarn, pattern 
books, knitting needles, crochet hooks 
or other crafting tools that you no lon-
ger have a use for, donations are always 
appreciated.  Please bring them on Mon-
days during our meeting time or contact 
either Ann Gallo at 917-597-2178 or Kath-
leen Frost at 925-960-5945 to arrange for 
pickup.
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Michelle Migdal, Kathleen  
Taylor, & Debra Vitale

Longleaf Ridge  
Friends

Julie Sloat

Americana
Village

The Longleaf Pine Trail is a real trea-
sure located between The Arbors and 
Longleaf Ridge. Many years before the 
first road was cut establishing the Long-
leaf Ridge neighborhood, the one mile 
long Longleaf Pine Trail was created 
and established thanks to the efforts of 
our distinguished Providence neighbor 
Margitta Claterbos. The On Top of the 
World community has enjoyed the trail 
since the ribbon cutting in November 
2003. Margitta continues today to lead 
the Native Plant Group along the trail to 
remove trash and weeds while identify-
ing over 70 native plants. 

In the way of neighborhood activi-
ties, many thanks to Marcia Lichirie for 
opening her home to neighbors for a de-
lightful evening of appetizers, desserts, 
and conversation. Thanks are also in 
order to the Theobald’s for hosting the 
March driveway chatter and despite the 

Photo by Debra Vitale

Longleaf Ridge neighbors, John Guastella, Eddie Valvo and Mike Vitale, on the Longleaf Pine Trail.

chilly weather, neighbors gladly attend-
ed to welcome many new faces. 

The dining club enjoyed a wonder-
ful spicy dinner at Akbar and the R/C 
car enthusiasts move to different spots 
around the “ridge” to enjoy racing their 
vehicles. 

The ladies bike club continues to meet 
and have fun cycling to reward destina-
tions like Sid’s Coffee Shop & Deli. 

The book club meets monthly with 
three books under their belts so far in 
2023. 

Over 30 men were in attendance for 
the monthly men’s luncheon and were 
honored to have Kenneth D. Colen, 
president of On Top of the World Com-
munities, address the group. Mr. Colen 
provided an update on road projects 
around the community and reported 
that plans for the Longleaf Ridge recre-
ation facility are being finalized. As our 
neighborhood continues to grow, we 
look forward to welcoming all the many 
new neighbors to Longleaf Ridge. Please 
remember to join our private Facebook 
page (OTOW Longleaf Ridge Friends) 
and provide your phase and lot number 
/address. Please send questions to otow-
longleafridge@gmail.com. 

Things in Americana Village are hop-
pin’! Our annual Easter event went off 
without a hitch at the gazebo and park 
area with approximately 100 people in 
attendance! We held an egg hunt, an 
Easter bonnet contest, ate lots of deli-
cious food, gave out door prizes, and had 
lots of wonderful time visiting with our 
neighbors. Thank you to all who helped. 
You are all appreciated! So happy to have 
some new faces joining in on the fun!

During the summer months we will 
continue to hold our sit and chats. They 
are on the first Thursday of every month 
with snacks, an activity, good old-fash-
ioned chatting, and getting to know each 
other. They will be held at the gazebo at 
4 p.m. We will be voting at the next sit 
and chat on Thursday, May 4 on ways 
to improve our neighborhood. Please 
come and be part of it.

After a full year of organized activi-
ties and social events, I say our residents 
rock! Hope to see you May 4!

Photos by Julie Sloat

Easter bonnets galore.
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Debra Keirn

Candler
Connection

Janice Liberton

Indigo East
Social Committee

Patti Doty

Crescent Ridge
Happenings

139 Candler Hills residents attended 
the spring dinner dance.   We enjoyed a 
wonderful meal prepared by La Casella 
Catering and danced to music by the 
Petroskys.  A special thank you to every-
one who helped with planning, setup, 
and cleanup.

Unless otherwise specified, all our 
events/meetings take place at The Lodge 
at Candler Hills.

Thursday, May 4 is “Accolades to 
Equines” from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.  Each 
attendee will bring an appetizer to 
share.  There will be a hat contest for 
both men and women.  The top three 
male and female winners will receive 
a gift certificate.  DJ Hal Dodd will pro-
vide the music and a photo corner will 
be set up for you to take pictures.  The $5 
tickets were sold in April.  If you need a 
ticket, contact Karen Gemberling at 352-
789-8259 or Deb Keirn at 352-414-5737.

Tuesday, May 30 at 5:30 p.m. will be 
the potluck dinner. In honor of Memo-
rial Day, please wear red, white and/
or blue.  Residents with the last names 
beginning with A-H should bring a des-
sert; I-P a main dish; and Q-Z a side dish 

or salad.  $1 cost per person covers eat-
ing utensils, plates, napkins, and decaf 
coffee.  Please RSVP to Deb Keirn by 
phone at 352-414-5737; text at 814-571-
7908 or email to arthurkipdeb@verizon.
net.  Please label your dish with ingredi-
ents to help those with allergies. There 
will not be a potluck in June. 

Sunday, June 18 will be the ice cream 
social from 3 to 5 p.m.  Tickets go on 
sale at The Lodge at Candler Hills from 
10 a.m. to noon on May 23, 25, 30 and 
June 1, 6, 8, 13 and 15 at a cost of $5 per 
person.  Ice cream flavors include va-
nilla, chocolate, butter pecan, moose 

tracks and one more.  Hot fudge, hot 
caramel and numerous other toppings 
will be available to create your favorite 
sundae.  Root beer and orange floats 
will also be available. You can even go 
back for seconds.  Join us for an after-
noon of socializing and delicious ice 
cream.  What a bargain for $5.

Other upcoming events include Tues-
day, July 4 “Celebrate Our Nation” pot-
luck; Friday, Sept. 15 fun hunt, chili 
cookout and dancing with the Petroskys; 
Sunday, Oct. 22 ninth annual barbe-
cue; and Saturday, Dec. 9 holiday party/
dinner dance with DJ Tim Hargis.

New residents of Candler Hills can 
sign up at candlerconnection.org to re-
ceive “The Happenings” by email. 1,580 
Candler Hills residents keep informed 
of activities this way.

1,600 Candler Hills residents are 
members of the Candler Connection 
Facebook group.  Keep informed about 
activities and other news items by join-
ing.

The next board meeting is Tuesday, 
May 2, at 4 p.m.  Any Candler Hills resi-
dent is welcome.

See you around the neighborhood.

Can you believe it is already May! Last 
month was super busy for all of us with 
Easter, Passover, spring break for grand-
children, and friends leaving for various 
destinations for the summer. 

Due to Easter falling on Sunday, April 
9, it was decided at our March event that 
the April gathering would move to the 
third Sunday. 

Our regular monthly gatherings are 
scheduled for the second Sunday of 
each month. Please mark your calendar 

for the next gathering on Sunday, May 
14. Please bring a side dish to share for 
six to eight people, a beverage, and a 
folding chair in case all the bench seats 
are full. 

We hope everyone with email access 
will join our email database to receive 
neighborhood notices, information, 
etc., by emailing Carol Lewis at cres-
centridgenhn@yahoo.com . You can 
also join our Facebook group (OTOW 
Crescent Ridge Neighbors). We all enjoy 
communicating with our neighbors and 

seeing their posts! 
With spring in full force, if you know 

of neighbors in need of help around 
their homes, give a shoutout through the 
Facebook page or via email, and we’ll 
get some help for them. Also, please 
consider keeping an eye on your absent 
neighbor’s driveways for unwanted 
junk papers, etc., and help us keep our 
beautiful neighborhood clean of debris.

We look forward to seeing new and 
current residents of Crescent Ridge at 
the May 14 gathering at the Veterans 
Park pavilion!

The Indigo East Social Committee has 
finalized the plans for the Memorial Day 
cookout on Monday, May 29, at 1 p.m. 
at the Indigo East Community Center. 
John and Beth Griner will be hosting 
the cookout, volunteers to help with the 
event are always welcome. Tickets will 
be $10 per person and will include a 
third of a pound hamburger with cheese 
and a Ball Park all beef angus hot dog, 
baked beans, chips, condiments,and 
cookies for dessert. Water and lemon-
ade will also be provided. There will be 
seating available inside and outside. You 
may bring your own beverages, how-
ever, glass containers are not allowed 
around the pool area. 

There is a limit of 100 tickets. Ticket 
sales will be as follows: Monday, May 1 
and Tuesday, May 2, 4 to 6 p.m.; Friday, 
May 5, during the social; Thursday, May 
11, 4 to 6 p.m.; and Tuesday, May 16, 10 
a.m. to noon. All ticket sales will be in 
the Indigo East Community Center, ex-
cept for the Friday night social, which 

will be dependent on the venue site of 
the event. Resident ID is required for all 
ticket sales.

There will not be any Indigo East So-
cial Committee events in June or July. 
The annual ice cream social is sched-
uled for August, pending resident volun-
teers to host the event. 

We are already entering the month 
of May, which brings about two patri-
otic holidays. Saturday, May 20 is Armed 
Forces Day. This holiday is observed an-
nually on the third Saturday of May and 
honors the men and women who cur-
rently serve in all branches of the Unit-
ed States Armed Forces. The inception 
of Armed Forces Day dates to August 31, 
1949, but was not observed until May 
20, 1950. The theme for that day was 

“Teamed for Defense” which expressed 
the unification of all military forces. 
Traditionally, this day is observed with 
parades, air shows and more.

The most known May holiday is Me-
morial Day. The actual Memorial Day is 
always May 30 but in recent times, the 
holiday is honored on the last Monday 
of the month of May, regardless of the 
date on the calendar. This year it is cel-
ebrated on May 29. Memorial Day was 
instituted as a remembrance of military 
personnel who gave their lives. 

There are many traditions observed 
for Memorial Day, but, in many states, it 
is the unofficial first day of summer and 
celebrated with either cookouts or going 
to a beach, or both. By this, the holiday 
loses its true meaning. Red poppies are 
associated with Memorial Day, they are 
handed out and worn as a symbol of a 
fallen soldier. 

However you choose to spend the 
month of May, it is a good time to appre-
ciate the beauty around us. As usual, I’ll 
see you around the neighborhood. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Birthday, wedding or anniversary  

announcements may be  
 emailed to otownews@otowfl.com  

by the 12th of the month.

®

®
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Karen Volpe &  
Sharon Hall

Avalon 
Social Group

FREE
Second Opinion

 On repair/replacement; 
Bid must be presented.

LET OUR FAMILY TAKE CARE OF YOURS
SERVICE & REPAIR

OUR SERVICES:

HVAC System Repair
HVAC System Installation
HVAC System Maintenance 

Indoor Air Quality Solutions
Duct Cleaning

352-629-0075

Family owned & Operate
d.

$150 off
Duct Cleaning

All coupons must be presented
at time of service. Cannot be

combined with any other offers.
Not valid on Comfort Club.

Expires 5/31/23
 

FREE
Service Call with Repair

$99.00 value

$250 off
Indoor Air Quality

Package

Serving Residents of Marion County & 
 surrounding areas for 20 years

15% off
The maintenance plan for Active Military &
Veterans, First Responders, Teachers, and

Senior Citizens (60+) Excludes Comfort Club. 

Carron Janssen

Friendship
Connection

Elaine Morrison

Kestrel Knowings

April has now come and gone. We 
hope you are enjoying the spring season 
and remember we will soon be entering 
hurricane season. 

Our next social event will be Saturday, 
June 10, in the Recreation Center Ball-
room from 4 to 6 p.m. The theme for this 
event is “A Day at the Races” since we 
live in the “Horse Capital of the World!” 
Ticket price will remain $20 and tickets 
will be sold May 15 through 19 and May 
22 through 26 in the upstairs hallway of 
the Recreation Center. Be sure to bring 
your resident ID. 

The menu will be rotisserie chicken 
with barbeque sauce on the side, lasa-
gna, salad and dressing, red potatoes, 
carrots, rolls and butter, with apple 
crisp and brownies for dessert. We will 
be playing a horse race game and there 
will be a hat contest. Get creative with 

your hat because there will be a prize for 
most outrageous and another for best 
overall. Music will be provided by Kathy 
and Charlie Petrosky. 

The Friendship Connection planning 
committee would like to wish everyone 
a safe and happy summer. If you are vis-
iting family and friends, enjoy your time 
with them. Our next events will be in 
August and then in October.

Friendship Connection is open to all 
residents of Friendship Colony, Friend-
ship Park, and Friendship Village only. 
Our events are scheduled quarterly, on 
the second Saturday of the month, from 
4 to 6 p.m.

If you are interested in volunteering 
to help plan, set up, clean up, or serve 
please contact Carron Janssen at 847-529-
6183 or Cathy Clinton at 860-302-6723; 
email us at OTOWFriendshipConnec-
tion@gmail.com, or visit our Facebook 
page (Friendship Connection-OTOW).

Our next event will be held Monday, 
May 8. We will enjoy a taco bar and will 
test your ‘70s through ‘80s TV knowl-
edge with a game of “Name that TV 
Show Tune.” 

The cost of the evening is $12 per per-
son. Paid reservations must be made in 
advance, no later than Thursday, April 
27. Reservations and payments may be 
made at the following homes; please call 
or text to confirm they are home: Sha-
ron Hall, 8808 SW 104th Circle (270-855-
1354); Ruth Cerio, 10121 SW 89th Loop 
(315-870-4304); or Liz Pruss, 10000 SW 

90th Loop (404-433-4219).
Are you new to Avalon or our social 

events? There are three ways to keep 
informed of upcoming events:  email, 
Facebook, or posting at the postal cen-
ter. If you would like to be added to our 
email list or to verify that you are on the 
list so that you can be notified of future 
events, please email your request to ava-
lonsocialclub@gmail.com. 

For up-to-date Avalon news and up-
coming events, we also encourage you 
to join our Facebook group (Avalon So-
cial Club). This is a private group and 
you will be asked for your address to 
verify that you are an Avalon resident. 
If you have trouble finding the group or 
getting in, please email to the email ad-
dress above and we’ll send you the link 
to the group. Activities and events will 
also be posted at the postal center.

 

Flags representing every branch of 
our military were displayed along the 
walls of Kestrel on Wednesday, March 
29 to celebrate National Vietnam War 
Veterans Day.

The effort, initiated by the Veterans 
Yoga Project, was greatly appreciated by 
not only Kestrel residents but by those 
passing by the neighborhood.

Later in the day a celebration was 

held to honor the many veterans living 
in the neighborhood, at last count, more 
than 35.

Ticket sales for the Doce de Mayo fies-
ta are brisk. The event will feature make 
your own tacos, margaritas, music, a 
50/50 raffle, a cornhole tournament and 
the always popular, LCR (left right cen-
ter) game.  Tickets are $12 and can be 
ordered by contacting Jan Eaton at jea-
ton1000@comcast.net.

Plans are well underway for the Thurs-
day, July 20, jukebox bingo in The Lodge 
at Candler Hills Ballroom. Bring your 
own drinks and snacks to this event.  
Tickets are $5.  For further information 
and ticket purchase, contact Jan Eaton.

Chris Kilbride

Artistic  
Crafts & Gifts

The weekly Artistic Crafts & Gifts 
Tuesday craft show at the Recreation 
Center Ballroom is from 9 a.m. to noon 
through May 23, then we take our sum-
mer break.

ArtisticCrafts.org will give you a 
glimpse of our very talented crafters 
and artisans. The group started back in 
the early 1990s, and the show has grown 
from seven crafters to now fifty on Tues-
day, with even more online for their vir-
tual presence. All resident crafters are 
welcome to sell virtually on our website 
and inquire about a table at our Tuesday 
show.

This month we feature Lori Szepelak, 
who as a reporter for more than 30 years 
in Western Massachusetts, relished her 
daily newspaper assignments, always 
shining a positive light on the people in 
the communities she covered. 

During lectures over the years in Mas-
sachusetts and most recently at Mas-
ter the Possibilities, she said she never 
imagined that one day she would be 
sharing her own life experiences with 
angels.

Lori says that her spiritual journey 
“kicked into high gear” when she was 
on a hike in the Berkshires and took a lot 
of photos of nature. When she examined 
her photos that night, she noticed a blue 
aura high in the trees in one photo, and 
upon zooming in on the image – she saw 
her mother’s face. 

That photo changed the trajectory of 
her life and how she viewed the “other 
side.” Her mom always said she would 
find a way to let her know she made it 
okay, but Lori never imagined it would 
be in a photograph.

After several interactions with angel 
messages and additional photographs 
that Lori captured with her camera, she 
felt compelled to self-publish “An Angel 
on My Shoulder” in 2010. Ultimately, she 
also penned “Floors of the Forest and 
Visits with Mom: A Journey Through 
Time and Beyond.” Lori feels blessed 
whenever she can share the messages 
from the angels and her mom – espe-
cially chatting with people about their 
own spiritual experiences.

While Lori officially retired from the 
newspaper field in 2021, she continues to 
offer free lectures to book clubs, church 
groups, and social gatherings – to who-
ever is open to hearing an uplifting mes-
sage of faith, hope, love, and, of course, 
angels. Each spring and fall, Lori also of-
fers lectures at Master the Possibilities. 
Her three books can be seen on our web-

Photo by Chris Kilbride 

Lori Szepelak shares her experiences within her self-published books.
site, with her contact information.

For those who have never visited on 
Tuesday, please take an hour, and go by 
to see the wide variety of quality items 
for sale. All vendors are now part of our 
virtual website also, so you can see ev-
eryone’s crafts even if you can’t get to 
the weekly show. Any vendor can make 
arrangements for you to purchase items 
throughout the week.

If you have your own artistic endeav-
or you wish to sell, please contact us 
through our website ArtisticCrafts.org 
where our coordinator Rene can answer 
all your questions.

LOST OR FOUND A PET?
Call the SPCA of Marion County   

hotline at 352-362-0985.
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FOR SALE, WANTED AND LOST/FOUND 
ADS: There is no charge to residents as 
long as it is not of a business nature. There 
is a $500 limit on FOR SALE items. Items 
valued at more than $500 (i.e. golf carts) 
may be listed, but price will not accompany 
the ad. Auto, apartment, financial service, 
home, legal, real estate, and timeshare 
ads WILL NOT be accepted. Ads may be 
emailed to otownews@otowfl.com. 

ESTATE/TAG SALE ADS: There is no 
charge to residents, however, residents 
must register their estate/tag sale with 
Resident Services at Friendship Commons. 
Visit ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala and 
click on “Resident Info” to download the 
appropriate form for your community and 
submit it to Resident Services by the 10th 
of the month prior to publication. 

SERVICE ADS: Will be accepted 
from residents and non-residents 
and may be emailed to otownews@
otowfl.com. For advertising rates, visit 
ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala and click 
on “Advertising Rates.”

AD DEADLINE: Noon on the 12th of the 
month. If the deadline falls on a weekend, 
then it ’s noon on the Friday before. For 
more information, call 352-387-7466, 
email otownews@otowfl.com or visit 
ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala

The publisher reserves the right to reject 
any ad which, in his judgment, would not 
be in the best interest of the residents of On 
Top of the World Communities.

FIND IT IN THE ... CLASSIFIEDS!

For Sale
Appliance: Norwalk 280 profes-
sional cold press juicer. Includes 
all parts, original box, and re-
ceipt. 352-509-4937.
Exercise Equipment: Sunny Health 
& Fitness under-the-desk bike. 
352 237-5420.
Furniture: Laminated rosewood 
executive U-shape desk with a 
side return and a pull-out draw-
er for office essentials; credenza 
with a four-door front bookcase 
hutch and features a drop front 
to support a keyboard. Two ped-
estal two-drawer file cabinets and 
end cap bookshelf included. 864-
336-3399.
Furniture: Roma cushion glider, 
high back, $85. American Drew 
oak bedroom set with dresser, 
mirror, queen headboard and 
5-drawer chest. Oak Mill ad-
justable 5-shelf bookcase, $175. 
2-piece secretary oak desk, $275. 
936-520-6934.
Misc. Item: Softub Spas hot tub, 
5’ interior diameter, locking top, 
weighs 75 pounds, and includes 
instructions, chemicals, and pH 
tester. 507-383-3292.
Mobility Scooter: $200. 352-509-
7225.
Musical Instrument: Marshall 
(MG30CFX) guitar amplifier, 30 
watts. 352-509-7147.
Outdoor Furniture: Suncast patio 
set with two cushioned chairs and 
center table with storage, $185. 
936-520-6934.
RV Accessories: Gel memory foam 
RV mattresses with cover (2), 28” 
x 72” x 4”, $50 each. 617-842-9500 
text/call.
Yard Equipment: Black & Decker 
16” electric hedge trimmer, $15. 
352 509-714.

Tag Sales
Friday, April 28: 9895 SW 90th 
Street, 9847 SW 92nd Street, 9300, 
9301, 9338 SW 97th Circle (Provi-
dence), 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, April 28 & Saturday, April 29: 
9325 SW 90th Street, 9198 SW 97th 
Circle (Providence), 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. • 9820-D SW 89th Terrace 
(Americana Village), 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m.
Saturday, April 29: 9895 SW 90th 
Street, 9847 SW 92nd Street, 9300, 
9301, 9338 SW 97th Circle (Provi-
dence), 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Friday, May 5 & Saturday, May 6: 
9491-B SW 85th Terrace (Friend-
ship Village), 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. • 
9022 SW 102nd Circle (Avalon), 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. • 8741-B SW 96th 
Lane (Friendship Village), 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. • 9934 SW 98th Lane 
(Crescent Ridge), 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, May 6: 9330 SW 93rd Cir-
cle (Providence), 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Friday, May 12 & Saturday, May 13: 
8560-C SW 93rd Lane (Friendship 
Village), 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Thursday, May 18: 10430 SW 90th 
Street Road, 10344 SW 91st Street 
Road (Avalon), 8 a.m. to noon • 
9030 SW 106th Avenue (Avalon), 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. • 10525 SW 90th 
Street Road (Avalon), 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 18 & Friday, May 19: 
10501, 10517 SW 90th Street Road, 
(Avalon), 8 a.m. to noon • 10546, 
10560 SW 91st Street Road (Ava-
lon), 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, May 20: 10575 SW 94th 
Lane Road (Longleaf Ridge), 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Services
Andy Dahms Interior Painting: Your 
local professional painting con-
tractor. Turn your place into a 
showpiece. Quality Sherwin-
Williams products. References 
available. Free estimates. Call or 
email at 941-730-1381 or andygoo-
deats1@gmail.com.
Assisted Stretching: In-home as-
sisted stretching for flexibility, 
pain, injuries and/or injury pre-
vention. 30+ years experience. 
Rob (resident) 954-557-4178.
Bathroom Remodeling: Specializing 
in complete renovations. Clean, 
neat, and professional. Call Cove 
Construction Inc. for a free esti-
mate. 352-572-0508. #CBC057088.
Cat Sitting: Provided by loving ex-
perienced Cat Nanny (resident) 
352-854-8589.

Ceramic Tile: All types of instal-
lation and repair. 30+ years’ ex-
perience. Lic. & ins. References 
available. Call Bob Adkins 352- 
274-8678.
Chuck’s Interior Painting: Profes-
sional painter with 35 years’ ex-
perience. References upon re-
quest. 607-343-8076 (resident).
Cleaning by Evelyn Lee: House & 
deep cleaning, move-outs. Li-
censed, bonded & insured. Sun-
shine Cleaning Service of Ocala, 
LLC 352-421-9768 or 352-286-6055.
Clock Doc: Clock repairs, experi-
enced, inexpensive, house calls. 
352-246-2438 (resident).
Companion Care: Grocery shop-
ping, cooking, light cleaning, 
laundry, rides to appts, errands, 
church and being good company. 
Non-medical services. Referenc-
es available. Patti (resident) 612-
227-6078 (leave message).
Computer Help: Arthur Burditt, 
352-875-7878. House calls, $40/
hour. Tutoring, setups, instal-
lations, Windows upgrades, PC 
cleanups, security software, in-
ternet connections, email access, 
printers, wireless devices.
Five Star Pro Cleaning LLC: Resi-
dential and commercial cleaning 
(standard, deep clean, move in/
move out). Free quote. Licensed, 
fully insured for all your cleaning 
needs. Call 352-209-4685 or email 
fivestarprocleaningllc@gmail.
com.
Garage Floor Epoxy: Resident, ex-
clusively serving On Top of the 
World neighbors. Quality work, 
fair prices, and dependable ser-
vice. Why pay double from an out-
side company? Trust your floor to 
a neighbor’s workmanship. Mark 
615-785-1600.
Geller Lawn: Mowing, irrigation, 
bushes, mulch & much more! 
Starting at $50 per month (no 
contracts). Insured. 352-390-7454.
Handyman: Repairing sliding glass 
door rollers/tracks, sliding garage 
screen doors, window balanc-
es, sliding shower doors/guides, 
doors & locksets, door seals. In-
stalling handicap grab bars. One 
call does it all! Steve, S&T Quality 
Services 352-207-8682.
Home Cleaning by Valeria: Houses, 
deep cleaning, move outs. Over 
20 years caring for homes. Li-
censed & insured. Free quote 352-
361-6850.
Home Improvements: Quality work 
done on time and budget. Paint-
ing and flooring to complete 
room renovations. Steve Domino 
919-280-6976.

Kitchen Solutions: Reface or re-
place. Custom cabinet shop. 40 
years’ experience. 352-794-3747.
Laminate Floor Installation: Plumb-
ing, electrical work, general car-
pentry, and painting. Insured and 
satisfaction guaranteed. Resident 
for 14 years. Bill 352-718-4335.
Landscape Bed Weed Service 
and trimming. Send an email 
or leave a voicemail for a 
quote! Lovettlawns@gmail.com 
or 352-732-2886.
Miles & Miles Cleaning Service by 
Wendy: We will give you an old 
fashioned cleaning! Hourly rate. 
Licensed & insured. 352-895-0940 
or www.milesandmilescleaning-
services.com.
Medina Pressure Cleaning & Seal-
ing: We specialize in paver clean-
ing & sealing, concrete staining & 
landscape curbing restoration. 30 
years’ experience. 352-246-3674.
Painting & Drywall: Interior paint-
ing & drywall repair. Experi-
enced, affordable & professional. 
Insured. Free estimates. Refer-
ences available. Visit josephdono-
friodrywallandpainting.com or 
call 352-857-8367.
SunSetter Awnings: Enjoy your la-
nai, birdcage, patio, pool, & out-
doors with a retractable awning. 
Sunsetter Awnings. Storm protec-
tion. Call 352-351-3642.
Transportation: Doctor’s appoint-
ments, shopping, hair, surgery 
center, hospital, etc. Diane 352-
854-9999 (resident). Please leave 
message (no texts).
Transportation: I am still delivering 
my friends and neighbors to and 
from Florida airports and cruise 
ports, as well as other out of town 
destinations. Safe, secure, and 
private. Call Terry (resident) at 
615-513-8240.

Wanted
Experienced Sheepshead Players: 
Join an informal men’s group 
Thursdays, from 7 to 9 p.m. Call/
text 804-387-2388.
Ham Radio Operators: Support 
the Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team in the event of a di-
saster. Please email brucetwiss@
yahoo.com.
Pet Foster Parents: Temporarily 
open your home to a pet in need. 
Call SPCA of Marion County at 
352-362-0985. 

GOING OUT OF TOWN?
View or download a PDF  

of the World News at  
ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala.

OTOWInfo.com

EMERGENCY AFTER-HOURS PHONE 
NUMBER

352-236-OTOW (236-6869)
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Buy TODAY!
Install

TOMORROW!
2 0 %  O F F ! ! !

20% OFF
Regularly Priced Flooring

Merchandise 
(Min Purchase of $1,000)

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior

purchases.Expires 12/31/23 

 F L O O R F A C T O R Y O U T L E T . C O M F L O O R F A C T O R Y O U T L E T . C O M

H u g e  S e l e c t i o n  I N  S T O C K !

C e n t r a l  F l o r i d a ' s  b e s t

s e l e c t i o n  o f  h a r d w o o d ,

t i l e ,  c a r p e t ,  v i n y l ,

c a b i n e t s ,  a n d  m o r e !  

Y o u r  l o c a l  s t o r e :  
O c a l a

1 7 6 0  T r e e  B l v d .
( S R 3 1 2 )

S a i n t  A u g u s t i n e ,  F L
3 2 0 8 4  

( 9 0 4 )  8 2 9 - 8 7 8 9

V i s i t  o n e  o f  o u r  o t h e r
F l o r i d a  l o c a t i o n s :

O r a n g e  C i t y ,  O r m o n d  B y
t h e  S e a ,  P o r t  O r a n g e ,

a n d  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  

Yo
ur f

looring
 SUPERSTOREYour flo

oring SUPERSTORE

S h o p  f o r  y o u r  k i t c h e n ,
b a t h ,  a n d  o f f i c e  t o o !  


