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By Dave DeAngelis 
World News Writer

Common Sense About Wildlife
Once upon a time, there was a coyote 

who was afraid of people. But over time, 
people began leaving food out for the 
coyote. People started taking pictures of 
the coyote. And people started accept-
ing the presence of the coyote – as if it 
was welcomed. Next thing you know, 
the coyote was no longer afraid of peo-
ple and was ready to settle down in its 
new home. Sound like a script for a fu-
ture Disney movie? Unfortunately, it will 
not be a movie and will not have a happy 
ending.

Wildlife experts say this scenario is 
taking place. Instead of coyotes being 
taught to be afraid of people, the ani-
mals are discovering that places like On 
Top of the World may be a good place to 
live and raise families.

If residents want to prevent conflicts 
with coyotes, they must send a different 
message.

Management has posted signs about 
coyotes, the Community Service Office 
has purchased an inventory of sprays 
and noisemakers to deter coyotes, and 
this newspaper has published articles 
about coyote deterrence.

Senior Wildlife Assistance Biologist 
Heather LeBlanc with the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Commission (FWC) en-
courages residents to reinforce coyotes’ 
natural fear of humans by removing at-
tractive food sources and hazing or scar-
ing coyotes when seen.

Some residents have been observed 
leaving food outside or along walking 
trails. This encourages the coyote’s per-
sistence. Feeding activities of this na-
ture violate state law, specifically Florida 
Administrative Code 68A-4.001, General 
Prohibitions (3).

Director Lynsey White of Human-
Wildlife Conflict Resolution for the Na-
tional Humane Society said, “We have to 
change our behavior that is contributing 
to this (problem).”

Lynsey said coyotes are naturally 
scared of people, but we are teaching 
them not to be afraid. The more familiar 
they become, the more trouble and con-
flict may happen.

The fact of the matter is that reporting 
such incidences is incredibly important. 
If residents start receiving citations or 
fines for leaving food out or deliberately 
feeding coyotes, it will begin to change 
their behaviors. Not making food readily 
available may lessen the comfort zone 
for coyotes. 

Residents are encouraged to take 
clear pictures or clear videos of people 
feeding prohibited wildlife, such as coy-
otes. Feeding violations can be reported 
to the FWC’s Wildlife Alert Hotline at 
888-404-3922. 

If photos or videos are not possible, 
then write down a specific location and 
a specific time very precisely when the 
feedings are taking place. Authorities 
can use this information to witness vio-
lations in progress and issue warnings 
or citations to individuals engaging in 
illegal acts.

Lynsey said trapping and relocating 
coyotes does not work and is very expen-
sive. Killing coyotes is not an option. 

Biologists gave the example of the 
State of California spending millions 
of dollars in an attempt to remove coy-
otes from populated areas – that effort 
failed. The commission also reported 
that within 48 hours of relocating coy-
otes to a new territory, the animals are 
already gone, attempting to return to 
their original location from which they 
were taken.

Coyotes have established themselves 
in urban areas across the country, not 
just in Marion County, Florida.

For more information on dealing with 
coyotes, visit myfwc.com. If someone 
wants to report coyote feedings or re-
quest more information, they can con-
tact the Northeast Regional Office at 352-
732-1225.

If you enjoy walking your small dogs 
(or cats) early in the morning, partner up 
with some of your fellow neighbors and 
their pack on the walk. The larger num-
bers also intimidate coyotes. It is also 

By Geoff Oldberg

Did anyone else miss last year’s Pa-
triotic Celebration because you thought 
that the fifth was the fourth? No? Just I? 
Hmmm … okay, so please remind me to 
attend this year’s spectacular Patriotic 
Celebration on of all days, the Fourth of 
July! Who woulda thunk it? Last year’s 
attendees raved about how great the 
night was from start to finish. Looks like 
this year will rival last year.

We’re talkin’ nonstop fun from 4:30 
to 9:30 p.m. Live music. Dancing. Food 
trucks. Beverage kiosk. Photo kiosk and, 
of course, fireworks! The gates open at 4 
p.m., but here’s an important reminder. 
Please don’t set up camp before 4 p.m., 
and saving of tables is not permitted. 
Just sayin’. Once you are comfy, here’s 
what you will thoroughly enjoy through-
out the evening. 
4:30 TO 5 P.M.: Opening ceremony with 

Kathleen Kane singing our National An-
them supported by the Veterans Club 

Fourth of July Festivities

Color Guard and a performance by 
our enthusiastic Poms Dance & Cheer 
Squad!
5 TO 6 P.M.: Music by Live Effect, the 

high-energy dance band with tight vocal 
harmonies performing all the hits from 
yesterday and today!
6 TO 7:30 P.M.: Rocky and the Rollers, 

whether for dancing or sitting at a con-
cert, all ages will enjoy them and have 
you dancing in the aisles. You will not 
want to miss this band!

7:30 TO 9 P.M.: Blonde Ambition, play-
ing Top 40, ‘70s, ‘80s, ‘90s, hip hop, 
rock, pop, Latin crossover, salsa, reggae-
ton, American standards, big band, Mo-
town, and everything in between.

And then, from 9 to 9:30 p.m., fire-
works! Spectacular ones, not the neigh-
borhood snoozers. The kind like last 
year (or so I’ve been told). Big ones, re-
ally big ones. The kind that is somehow 
attached to your jaw to slack it open. 

The kind you find yourself inadvertent-
ly elbowing your spouse over, but your 
spouse is on your other side. The kind 
that makes you cheer. There will be 
more oohs and aahs than at an interna-
tional massage festival. 

Throughout the festivities, enjoy the 
delectable goodies that will be served by 
Squeezy Lemonade, Fat Tiki, Curbside 
Cuisine, Blessed Beyond BBQ, Leilany’s 
Flavor Fusion, DBH Hummus Compa-
ny, and Blazin’ Bites. Plus, Mr. B’s Big 
Scoop will be open to satisfy your ice 
cream cravings. You’ll no doubt work 
up an appetite with all the kinetic ener-
gy you’ll no doubt be spending. 

The Patriotic Celebration at The Town 
Square is located in Circle Square Com-
mons on Friday, July 4, 2025, from 4:30 
to 9:30 p.m. (gate opens at 4 p.m.). This 
event is open to the public with $20 cash-
only parking. However, parking is free 
for On Top of the World, Stone Creek, 
and Calesa Township residents with a 
valid resident ID or event pass.

For the latest event information, 
please follow Circle Square Commons 
on Facebook or Instagram.

See you there! I’m not missing this 
one.

Some things you may not know. There 
are approximately 60 miles of streets and 
20 miles of multi-modal paths in On Top 
of the World. On any given day, there are 
several thousand vehicles and hundreds 
of pedestrians traveling throughout the 
community. That is a lot of traffic, and 
traffic concerns are the number one 
complaint received by the Marion Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office (MSCO). 

We have an agreement with the MCSO 
authorizing them to enforce state traffic 
laws within the community. The safety 
of our residents and visitors is our top 
priority.

Here are some facts and important in-
formation: 

•	 Golf carts, by law, are not to ex-
ceed 20 mph on the streets. For 

Golf Cart Safety
safety reasons, they should never 
exceed 15 mph on the multi-mod-
al paths.

•	 If a golf cart is designed to go fast-
er than 20 mph, it must be regis-
tered and insured, just like your 
personal motor vehicle (car, SUV, 
or pickup).

•	 Golf cart operators must obey all 
traffic laws. This means traveling 
in the same direction as vehicular 
traffic, yielding at intersections, 
stopping at stop signs, obeying 
the speed limit, using turn indica-
tors, and using the proper lane.

•	 If a multi-modal path is avail-
able, it must be used. It is against 
the law to travel on a street when 
there is an available multi-modal 

path except when crossing to en-
ter another street, path, or park-
ing area.

•	 If the operator of a golf cart is 15 
to 17 years old, they must have a 
valid learner’s permit or driver’s 
license. If they only have a learn-
er’s permit, they must be accom-
panied by a licensed driver. Driv-
ers 18 years or older only need a 
government-issued photo identifi-
cation card.

•	 Golf carts and low-speed vehicles 
(LSVs) are not the same. Golf carts 
are designed to go no faster than 
20 mph. LSVs are designed to trav-
el at speeds exceeding 20 mph but 
not exceeding 25 mph and must 
be registered and operated in 
the same manner as your car or 
truck. They should not be driven 
on multi-modal paths. Operating 
an unregistered LSV or without a 
valid driver’s license is a criminal 
offense.

•	 Operators of golf carts and LSVs 
can be issued traffic citations.

During the first quarter of 2025, MCSO 
conducted 61 traffic stops inside On Top 
of the World. Thirty of those stops re-
ceived a written warning, 24 received a 
verbal warning, and seven received a ci-
tation. The majority of traffic stops were 
for speeding. There was one DUI. Most 
of the stops were motor vehicles, but 
one golf cart received a citation. 

In May, they conducted over 30 traffic 
stops and issued nearly 10 citations. Two 
golf cart operators received citations. 
The citations averaged over $200 each 
and will likely result in increased insur-
ance rates for the drivers.

Drive carefully, be alert, be courte-
ous, and be safe. You may save a few 
bucks and maybe even a life.Photo by Geoff Oldberg

Marion County Sheriff’s Office is authorized to enforce state traffic laws within the community.
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SCAM ALERT #1: I am receiving any-
where from four to five texts every day, 
warning me that my Social Security 
checks are being stopped, that a disas-
ter is happening, or a calamity will oc-
cur, etc. All I have to do is donate to this 
cause or that one or who knows what. I 
am 100% positive that most of you have 
received the same or similar messages. 
Block and delete them, or just delete 
them, but most importantly, do not re-
ply! 

Most of these are true phishing scams. 
Some may not be actual scams, but even 
so, once you contribute, they’ve got you! 
Delete, delete, and delete. 

There are three words with which I 
want you to be familiar. Three wonder-
ful words: “block,” “delete,” and “no.” 
Block scam texts and emails. Delete 
scam texts and emails. Say no to texts 
and emails (or to anyone) asking for 
money. No is such a wonderful word, 
easy to spell, easy to say. It works for 
scams, even for children and grandchil-
dren. 
SCAM ALERT #2: A few days ago, I was 

on a website when, suddenly and with-
out warning, a pop-up appeared on my 
computer. It said my computer was in-
fected by a virus or something similar, 
and it was extremely harmful. All I had 
to do was click on a link that was right 
there in the pop-up. Just click here, or 
was it click there? Not only did it sud-
denly appear, but I couldn’t seem to de-
lete it. 

Well, folks, one thing I knew not to do 
was click anywhere on that pop-up. And 
I didn’t. Instead, I shut down my com-
puter – “control, alt, delete.” I’m tech-
nologically challenged, and I did know 
that it was the wrong way to do it, but 
I didn’t have one of my grandchildren 
around to look with pity at me, sigh, and 

then say, “Do this, Grandpa.” So, I shut 
down and hit restart, and that took care 
of the problem. The pop-up was gone. 

Look here! If you ever receive a pop-
up that just suddenly appears on your 
computer screen, it is always, always, 
always a scam. No exceptions. Do what-
ever you have to do to get rid of it imme-
diately. It is a scam!
Q. You seem fixated on scams. Do you 

think we are not educated enough or not 
smart enough to handle them? 

A. Well, I don’t know about you, but 
I’m not even close to being educated 
enough or smart enough to protect my-
self from being scammed. Scammers 
are becoming increasingly sophisticated 
and intelligent, capable of fooling any-
one. I’ve recently learned from a semi-
nar hosted by the Florida Attorney Gen-
eral’s office that many scammers hire 
psychologists to teach them how to en-
gage with individuals who resist them or 
who might be skeptical. Scamming is a 
multi-billion-dollar industry, yes, an in-
dustry. Over the years, I’ve had several 
clients who have lost thousands of dol-
lars to phishing scams, with the worst 
being romance scams. So, yeah. I am 
fixated on scams. 

Q. Do you talk just the same way as 
you write?

A. Yeah. But I cuss a lot, too.
Jerry Colen, Rachel Wagoner, and John Beck are 

law partners at the Law Office of Colen & Wagoner, 
P.A. Jerry Colen and Rachel Wagoner are members of 
the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, and the 
Academy of Florida Elder Law Attorneys. John Beck 
has a degree in finance and master’s degrees in ac-
counting and taxation. The law firm practices in the 
areas of wills, trusts, probate, real estate, elder law, 
business litigation, Medicaid planning and business/
professional advice. This column does not, nor is it 
intended to provide legal advice. You should always 
consult your own attorney for legal advice. The Law 
Office of Colen & Wagoner, P.A. is located at 1756 
North Belcher Road, Clearwater, Florida 33765 and in 
Suite 11 at Circle Square Commons in Ocala, Florida. 
Contact us at 727-545-8114, info@colenwagoner.com 
or visit colenwagoner.com.
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8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday

otowservice@otowfl.com
352-236-OTOW (236-6869)
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This July, Master the Possibilities in-
vites everyone to take part in a full cal-
endar of events and classes designed 
to educate, inspire, and connect. With 
more than 100 courses offered this 
month, Master the Possibilities provides 
something for every learner. History en-
thusiasts, curious minds, and lifelong 
students will find plenty to explore. At 
the same time, grandparents and grand-
children can enjoy meaningful experi-
ences together through specially de-
signed programs that encourage shared 
discovery and connection.

The month begins with a favorite: 
Ageless Adventures. This special inter-
generational event is more than just an 
event. It allows grandparents or parents 
to team up with a younger family mem-
ber for a fun and educational experience. 
Ageless Adventures is all about learning 
together and making lasting memories. 
Most classes are full. The schedule of 
available opportunities may be found 
at masterthepossibilities.org > Special 
Presentations > Ageless Adventures. Our 
team is excited to share this week-long 
event with these younger learners from 
July 7 through 11.

Also starting in July is the first part of 
our fall curriculum series titled “World 
War II: Remembering the Past, Shap-
ing the Future.” This themed program 
will continue through December, tak-
ing a deep look at the people, places, 
and events that defined the Second 
World War. Through expert-led lectures, 
historical overviews, and personal ac-
counts, participants will gain valuable 
insight into the war that changed the 

course of history.
One of the most anticipated events 

this month is a presentation by visit-
ing speaker Edith Gandy called “Silent 
Wings: The Daring Glider Pilots of World 
War II.” Gandy, the daughter of a World 
War II glider pilot, shares the incred-
ible story of these unsung heroes. These 
American pilots flew into combat in un-
powered gliders, often behind enemy 
lines, delivering troops and equipment 
during some of the war’s most daring 
missions. Known for their fearless na-
ture, these pilots took pride in saying 
that the “G” on their wings stood for 

“guts.” Gandy’s connection to this sto-
ry adds a unique and heartfelt layer to 
the presentation. The cost to attend this 
Thursday, July 17, presentation from 10 
a.m. to noon in Live Oak Hall is $5 for 
members and $10 for the general public.

These programs are just a glimpse 
into the wide range of offerings avail-
able this month. From creative arts and 
wellness to science, history, and current 
affairs, Master the Possibilities offers 
high-quality classes for all interests. Our 
instructors bring real-world experience 
and passion to every session, creating a 
welcoming and engaging learning envi-
ronment. Visit our website 24/7 for a full 
lineup of events and to register at your 
convenience.

Assisted registration is available Mon-
day through Friday, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Our friendly staff and volunteers are 
available to assist you with registration, 
either in person at the Education Center 
or by phone at 352-861-9751. Whether 
you are trying something new or return-
ing for another class, we are here to as-
sist you every step of the way.

This July, take the opportunity to ex-
plore, learn, and connect. Join us at Mas-
ter the Possibilities, where every class is 
a new chance to grow, and every experi-
ence is designed to enrich your life.

Michelle Shideler
352-387-7571
michelle_shideler@masterthepossibilities.org

Lifelong Learning

GOLF CART REGISTRATION
Bring golf cart, resident ID and insurance policy (stating amount of bodily injury). All residents in 

household must be present. 

Resident Services
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday

 No inspections during inclement weather. 



4A July 2025The World News

 Continued from Page 1A

Community News
Kenneth D. Colen - Publisher

a great strategy to make new friends. 
Ensure pets are walked on a short, non-
retractable leash. Carry something that 
makes noise, like a small air horn. Haz-
ing, as this is called, really sends a mes-
sage to the wildlife to move away. Over 
time, as coyotes realize they are not 
welcome, they tend to migrate to more 
hospitable areas away from residential 
areas.

Residents should avoid contact with 
these animals. For further information 
on this program, please visit MyFWC.
com/coyote.
Community Updates 

FOOD & BEVERAGE: For June, Blazin’ 
Bites Food Truck will be set up at the 
Recreation Center pavilion, Monday 
through Friday, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

In addition to The Pub being open, 
poolside cookouts will be scheduled 
from Thursday through Sunday from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Recreation Center, 
featuring rotating menus. 

The Club at Candler Hills is now 
closed on Mondays through Monday, 
Nov. 3. To better serve our customers, 
new hours are Tuesday through Sunday 
from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. The restaurant 
will be closed for maintenance from 
Monday, July 28, through Monday, Aug. 
11, reopening on Tuesday, Aug. 12.

THE SUMMIT IN LONGLEAF RIDGE: The 
Building has been completely dried in, 
and the next steps are the mechanical 
systems of the building and exterior 
metal framing. As a reminder, this will 
be a 20,000-square-foot amenity with a 
6,000-square-foot ballroom, card room, 
a large main pool, and a resistance pool. 
The estimated completion of this project 
is forecasted for winter 2026.
AZURA FITNESS CENTER IN CANDLER 

HILLS: Sitework has started on this proj-
ect inside the construction fence.  Con-
struction of the building is estimated to 
begin this summer. We appreciate your 
interest in the project but kindly request 
that you stay outside the construction 
fence. This 8,000-square-foot facility will 
feature a large pool and is expected to be 
completed by the end of the year.
RECREATION CENTER: There are three 

construction projects underway for this 
amenity. A “facelift” and update of the 
building and landscape in the front are 
in the works. At press time, we should be 
nearing the completion of the covered 
pickleball courts and the small pavilion 
near the parking lot.
WOODWORKING SHOP: The new, ex-

panded wood shop building is planned 
for the parcel of land just north of the 
existing Bay Laurel Center CDD Water 
Plant #1. This 7,200-square-foot building 
will be constructed on the site where the 
Eco Gardeners Club garden was located, 
providing additional space for our grow-
ing wood shop membership. It will also 
feature separate suites and serve as a 
general-purpose space for activities 
such as table tennis, ballet, and other 

uses.
ECO GARDENERS GARDEN: As mentioned 

previously, a new, convenient location 
has been selected for the current SW 
99th Street Eco Gardeners garden. This 
relocation offers the added benefit of ad-
ditional garden plots. Garden club mem-
bers have until Friday, Aug. 1, to vacate 
the previous SW 99th Street garden.

CANDLER HILLS GOLF CLUB: The Candler 
Hills Golf Club closed in early May to be-
gin a renovation to the playing surfaces. 
The crews have been busy excavating 
the putting surfaces and preparing the 
course for new turf. New landscaping 
will be installed around the Golf Shop, 
restaurant, and community center. 
While the goal is to reopen sometime 
later this year, the weather will be the 
main driver in determining this timing. 
While this work is being performed, the 
Golf Shop will have reduced hours but 
will still be open Monday through Fri-
day, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
IRONS 9 GOLF COURSE: Construction 

has begun on the new nine-hole pitch 
and putt golf course near SW 80th Street 
and SW 92nd Court Road. Look for an 
opening on this project near the end of 
the year.
GATEHOUSE (SW 92ND COURT ROAD): A 

new, automated gatehouse will be erect-
ed to replace the temporary gate at SW 
80th Street. The design team has been 
chosen, and work has begun on the per-
mit drawings for this project. This au-
tomated gate will include a dedicated 
lane for guests to interact with the vir-
tual gate attendant and a bypass lane for 
resident owners. At the time of writing, 
there is no projected start date. Once 
plans are submitted to the building de-
partment, there will be a better window 
to determine a start date.

BAY LAUREL CENTER COMMUNITY DEVEL-
OPMENT DISTRICT: The construction of 
Bay Laurel’s new office building in Cale-
sa is anticipated to be completed by late 
summer. We encourage all residents to 
remain informed regarding the timing 
of the transition to the new facility.

Adjacent to this site will be Water 
Treatment Plant #4, a very advanced wa-
ter treatment facility servicing both all 
of Calesa and the entire Bay Laurel Cen-
ter CDD water transmission system.

Bay Laurel Center CDD has begun the 
demolition of the South Water Reclama-
tion facility. It is anticipated to be com-
pleted by September. Once the plant is 

entirely demolished, the site will be 
graded, and a new warehouse facility 
will be built. This warehouse will store 
piping in sizes up to 36” in diameter, as 
well as pipe fittings and fire hydrants 
will be inventoried onsite. 
DOG PARK (SW 99TH STREET ROAD): The 

dog park underwent a revamping last 
month. The project’s scope included re-
placing the turf with new drought-toler-
ant bermudagrass, landscaping around 
the perimeter, pruning trees on both the 
interior and exterior of the park, and 
an overall refresh. The new turf should 
provide for greater recovery from the 
wear and tear of our furry little friends 
and improve the overall appearance of 
the area. 
Roadway Improvements
SW 90TH TERRACE: By now, you will 

have likely seen that work in this area 
has commenced. There will be some 
light clearing near the Weybourne Land-
ing entry to make way for the multi-
modal path extension, which is set to be-
gin taking shape this month. Watch this 
space for further announcements as to 
the opening of the pathway. 

Work has also begun on the exten-
sion of SW 90th Terrace from SW 79th 
Street to SW 63rd Street Road. Residents 
in and around Weybourne Landing can 
expect increased construction traffic 
and activity in this area during the proj-
ect’s duration. The contractor’s goal is 
to complete this roadway before the ma-
jor construction of 80th Avenue begins, 
providing an alternative route of travel 
north.

SW 92ND COURT ROAD: Those of you 
keeping tabs in the vicinity of this project 
will have seen that approximately one-
half of the roadway has been paved, in-
cluding a new multi-modal path. There 
is still considerable work to be done to 
complete the roadway and fill in the ex-
isting landscape, but we have reached 
a major milestone. This roadway is ex-
pected to be completed by the end of 
the year and will provide an alternative 
route of travel from Longleaf Ridge to 
Candler Hills and The Town Square.
SW 80TH AVENUE: Sources at the Marion 

County Engineering Department assure 
residents in and around SW 80th Avenue 
that construction is slated to begin in 
late 2025 to widen the road from two to 
four lanes. The completion period is ap-
proximately two years from the start. 
Landscape Update

July is typically a wetter-than-normal 
month, making it a great time to reduce 
your irrigation usage. Florida can expe-
rience routine afternoon thunderstorms 
that provide sufficient moisture to keep 
your lawn and landscape alive. If you 
haven’t checked your rain shutoff de-
vice recently or find your irrigation run-
ning in the rain, now would be a good 
time to do so. The easiest way to check 
the sensor is to turn your irrigation on, 
then spray water using a garden hose at 
the sensor until the irrigation turns off. 
If it does not, you may have a faulty sen-
sor that needs to be replaced. The cost 
of replacement is far less than the cost 
of the wasted irrigation water. 
Practical Preventative Home 
Maintenance

From June through October, your air 
conditioning systems will be running 
full tilt. These systems don’t operate 
by themselves without proper care and 
maintenance. For a helpful short video 
on practical steps you can take to service 
your air conditioning system and keep it 
functioning efficiently, visit OTOWInfo.
com > Resources > Homeowner Mainte-
nance > Air Conditioning. These include 
changing the filters monthly and pour-
ing vinegar into the main condensate 
pan to keep the main drain flowing with-
out obstruction. Check the outflow out-
side near the compressor. If you don’t 
see the cleaning solution coming out, 
the drain line is blocked and needs im-
mediate attention.

At least once a year, have your air 
conditioning serviced by a professional. 
They will clean the coils in both the air 
handler (located inside the home) and 
the compressor (located outside), as well 
as clean electrical connections and en-
sure the motors are operating properly.

FREE RECREATION FITNESS  
CENTER ORIENTATIONS AND  

BALANCE ASSESSMENTS
Orientations 

Tuesdays, at 1 p.m.

Balance Assessments 
Thursdays, at 1 p.m.

352-854-8707 ext. 7534
Space is limited. Call for an appointment.
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Heather Ray
352-236-OTOW (6869)
associationinfo@otowfl.net

Resident Services

Jonathan Miller

Safety First

Summer is officially here!
Please note that our offices will be 

closed on Thursday, July 4, in obser-
vance of Independence Day. Join us at 
the Patriotic Celebration at The Town 
Square on Friday, July 4, from 4:30 to 
9:30 p.m. Enjoy live music, dancing, 
food trucks, and fireworks –we hope to 
see you there!
AppFolio

AppFolio is our property manage-
ment application. AppFolio offers a vari-
ety of features to help enhance your liv-
ing experience. If you have not already 
registered for AppFolio, we encourage 
you to do so. You may contact Resident 
Services if you need assistance. Once 
registered, you will have access to your 
resident portal, where you can pay dues, 
submit maintenance requests, submit 
modification requests, and access im-
portant information. 
Schedule an Appointment 

We are excited to announce that you 
can now schedule appointments with 
Resident Services or Modifications and 
Compliance directly through the OTOW 

App. This new feature is part of our ef-
fort to streamline processes and better 
serve you.
Modifications

Application forms for modification 
requests, along with detailed checklists 
for each type of request, are now avail-
able on AppFolio. These checklists out-
line all submission requirements to help 
guide you through the process. If you 
have any questions or require additional 
assistance, please schedule an appoint-
ment or contact us by email at modifica-
tions@colenbuilt.net. 
Envera 

You may have noticed that the bar-
rier arms at all entrances and exits have 
been upgraded to new LED arms. These 
arms now lower after each vehicle and 
are fully integrated with our system. As 
a reminder, the proper operation speed 
is five miles per hour; please slow down 
when approaching. We are working to 
develop an enforcement system to fol-
low up with gate violations that the sys-
tem has documented on camera. 

Avalon will be the next neighborhood 
scheduled to receive their decals for En-
vera. This will take place in the parking 
area behind Circle Square Cultural Cen-
ter from 8 a.m. to noon on Tuesday, July 
22, and Wednesday, July 23. 

Motorcycle decals have arrived. 
Please visit Resident Services if you are 
in need of one. 

As citizens of the United States, we 
entrust our common defense and safety 
to the great leviathan called the federal 
government. But other factors of safety 
are all around us, and we don’t seem to 
give them the recognition they deserve.

True story: In Big Lake, Minnesota, a 
four-year-old boy was credited with sav-
ing his mother’s life by taking care of 
her and two younger siblings when his 
mom went into septic shock. Mom was 
a registered nurse. She said she felt sick 
enough (with the flu) to go to the emer-
gency room. The young nurse planned 
to drop the kids off at her sister’s home 
and drive herself to the hospital. While 
preparing to go, she had a coughing fit. 
She said she felt like she was breathing 
through a straw and was terrified, then 
felt like she wasn’t breathing at all. 

The young nurse suffered from asth-
ma and had a nebulizer at home. The 
nurse attempted to reach the nebulizer 
but fell to the floor before she could grab 
it. That’s when the four-year-old stepped 
into action. He instinctively brought the 
nebulizer over, plugged it in, connected 
it, and added all the necessary medica-
tions. 

The nurse explained; he held it to my 
face and said, “Just breathe, mom!” He 
was practicing with me. The nurse said 
she and her husband had never shown 
their son how to use the nebulizer, for 
he was only four, so why would we do 

that?
But the little guy was not done work-

ing. He then picked up the phone and 
pressed the side button to tell “Siri” 
to call dad. Again, they had not shown 
their son. The child’s message to “call 
daddy” prompted the nurse’s phone to 
call her father, who alerted family mem-
bers who lived in the area and called 911. 

A state trooper was able to get on 
the phone with the young lad, who ex-
plained to the officer, “Mommy needs 
help. She’s on the floor. The trooper was 
able to get all the answers from the four-
year-old, and mommy is alive!

The little man was even astute enough 
to rush over to the door to unlock it be-
fore the paramedics arrived.

Message: There are no age limits to 
saving someone from harm. We also 
find that you don’t even have to be a hu-
man. There have been many stories of 
pets “instinctively” saving family mem-
bers. This child knew what to do because 
he had paid attention. He watched his 
mother daily and knew the machine was 
something that he should know about, 
even if his parents hadn’t thought about 
training him. 

The child became the first emergen-
cy responder to his mother and came 
through with flying colors.

Just imagine knowing, for the rest 
of your life, that you are alive because 
your four-year-old child wanted you to 
be! Make safety a priority in your life 
and spread safety like the wonderful gift 
that it is. Be ready to present yourself as 
a lifesaver if needed. Anyone can save a 
life, and that would include you. Please 
send me your story by emailing jona-
than_miller@colenbuilt.net.

Laura Gavey &  
Sharon Hall

Avalon 
Social Group

Hot enough for you, Avalon?   What 
would make it a little cooler? Ice cream!  
We are looking forward to a great sum-
mer crowd for our annual ice cream so-
cial, which will be held on Monday, July 
14, at 5:30 p.m. at the Arbor Conference 
Center Dance Studios. Doors will open 
at 5:20 p.m.  Our guest speaker, Wellness 

Director Cammy Dennis, will discuss 
personal health and fitness. Hopefully, 
she won’t notice the ice cream treats 
and will help us find ways to exercise 
and enjoy ice cream too!

Your $2-per-person pre-paid reserva-
tions must be made by Monday, July 7, 
by contacting Sharon Hall at 270-855-
1354.

Are you new to Avalon or our social 
events?    For up-to-date Avalon news and 
upcoming events, we encourage you to 
join our Facebook group (Avalon Social 
Club). This is a private group, and you 
will be asked for your address to verify 
that you are an Avalon resident. 

CURBSIDE LANDSCAPE DEBRIS PICK-UP SCHEDULE
Visit OTOWInfo.com > Resident Information > Garbage and Recycling Services
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Carol Lewis

Crescent Ridge
Happenings

Lyn Yanss

Kestrel Knowings

Anne McCauley

Newcastle Social  
Committee

Debra Keirn

Candler
Connection

Shop Our Thrift Store
For Below Retail Prices!

habitatocala.org/restore352-401-0075

The next potluck dinner will be on 
Tuesday, July 29, at 5:30 pm. It’s hot 
outside so let’s have a sandwich, salad, 
and dessert night. Last names beginning 
with A-H should bring a salad; I-P sand-
wiches; and Q-Z dessert. Please prepare 
your dish for 12 to 15 people and label it 
with the ingredients to help those with 
food allergies. The $1 fee at the door cov-
ers tablecloths, eating utensils, plates, 
decaf coffee, creamers, and centerpiec-
es. RSVP by phone to Deb Keirn at 352-
414-5737, by text at 814-571-7908, or by 
email at arthurkipdeb@verizon.net to 
be added to the attendee list.

An ice cream social will take place on 
Sunday, Aug. 10, from 3 to 5 p.m. Tickets 
will be $6.50 per Candler Hills resident 
and $7.50 per guest. There will be va-
nilla, chocolate, strawberry, butter pe-
can, salted caramel, and no-sugar-added 
moose tracks. We also will have root beer 
and orange floats. You can even go back 
for seconds. Ticket sales start on Tues-
day and Thursday mornings from July 1 
through July 17. Join us for an afternoon 
of socializing and enjoy ice cream treats.

The fall picnic will be on Sunday, Sept. 
21, from 4:30 to 9 p.m. You can choose 
two of three items (chicken, hamburger, 
or hot dog). There also will be picnic 
side dishes, including baked beans, po-
tato salad, and coleslaw, as well as to-
matoes and lettuce for your burgers and 
desserts. Palomino Blonde will provide 
music. Tickets will go on sale on Aug. 12, 
14, 19, and 21, for $12 per Candler Hills 
resident and $14 per guest.

On Friday, Oct. 31, the Halloween 
Fright Night will be from 6 to 9 p.m. Our 
DJ will be Z Street Band. Come dressed 
in costume and win a prize in various 
categories, or simply come and enjoy an 
evening of good food and music. There 
will be various food stations. 

Tickets will be sold Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, Sept. 23, 25, 30, Oct. 2, 7, and 
9 for $25 per Candler Hills resident and 
$27 per guest.

Our annual holiday party is sched-
uled for Friday, Dec. 12, from 5:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Gourmet Affair will cater, and Ross 
Getek will provide the music. The menu 
includes chicken Italiano, pork tender-
loin, mashed potatoes, green beans with 
bacon and onion, Caesar salad, and a va-
riety of cakes for dessert. Tickets will go 
on sale in November for $45 per Candler 
Hills resident and $47 per guest.

All events and ticket sales occur at The 
Lodge at Candler Hills (unless otherwise 
noted). Ticket sales occur from 10 a.m. 
to noon; you must present your resident 
ID. If you are purchasing tickets for oth-
er residents, please have their resident 
ID and telephone number available. 
Candler Connection events are outlined 
in The Happenings, Candler Hills Face-
book page, and the OTOW app.

Suggestions are always welcome for 
2026 events; please contact me at 352-
414-5737. See you around the neighbor-
hood!

Welcome to the Dog Days of Summer 
here in beautiful Kestrel!

We had a fantastic turnout of over 80 
women at the successful Kestrel spring 
fashion show in May. Our fantastic Kes-
trel models showcased the beautiful 
clothing from Jasmine Boutique, and 
everyone enjoyed mimosas and sweet 
treats. Given the great response, we are 
considering hosting another show in 
November, so stay tuned for updates.

The Kestrel Social Committee will be 
meeting throughout the summer to con-
tinue planning exciting events for our 
neighborhood.

Great news! We’ve received permis-
sion to bring back music “singo” (note 
the spelling change – we can’t use the 
word bingo in the description). Keep an 
eye out for the announcement of the 
date and time!

Are you a craft enthusiast looking to 
share your talents with fellow residents? 
Consider joining our fall driveway craft-
ers event! For more information and to 
participate, please reach out to Jan Ea-
ton at jeaton1000@comcast.net.

Kestrel will be participating in the 
neighborhood raffle basket contest at 
the Candler Hills Trunk Show in Novem-
ber. All proceeds from our basket sales 
will help support future Kestrel events.

If you’d like to have your name and 
contact information included in the Kes-
trel directory, please contact Jan Eaton 
at jeaton1000@comcast.net.

Wishing you all a happy Fourth of 
July!

In honor and remembrance of those 
who gave all to our country, Newcastle 
residents, once again, gathered at The 
Lodge at Candler Hills Ballroom on 
Memorial Day. The potluck dinner was 
well-attended and included six of the 
retired veterans residing in Newcastle. 
The Missing Man Table, along with a ta-
ble holding military memorabilia, were 
beautifully displayed. From the ceiling 
hung the military flags of the United 
States. 

Charles Dodge gave an educational 
presentation on the correct order to dis-
play the flags, which is based on their 
historical establishment but changes 
during a time of war. The second annu-

We had a small group for our Sun-
day, June 8 social, and the conversation 
flowed vigorously until we had to push 
everyone out the door! It’s great to see 
neighbors getting to know one another 
and enjoy listening to each other’s sto-
ries.

Our next social event is scheduled for 
Sunday, July 13. In the meantime, let’s 
enjoy some typical Fourth  of July fare 
as we gather and maybe share stories 
of childhood memories celebrating this 
day; perhaps dress in some red, white, 
and blue to add to the festive feel. 

Our 2025 monthly socials are held at 
the Arbor Activity Center Event Room 
from 3 to 5 p.m.    Bring a beverage of 
choice and a dish to share if you choose, 
or just come for the fellowship.

To stay in the know, you may join our 
Facebook page (OTOW Crescent Ridge 
Neighbors) or send an email to crneigh-
bors@yahoo.com to be on our email list. 
You will only receive emails regarding 
Crescent Ridge happenings.

For those of you traveling this sum-
mer, please drive safely and be mindful 
of other drivers.

Michelle Migdal, Kathleen  
Taylor, Debra Vitale & Judi Walsh

Longleaf Ridge  
Friends

This is the time of year when we pause 
to reflect on the courage and sacrifices 
made to establish our free nation and 
preserve our liberties. Many Longleaf 
Ridge neighbors attended services on 
Memorial Day and Flag Day. Flags were 
on display throughout Longleaf Ridge. 
Neighbors celebrated the freedoms we 
enjoy at a barbeque on Memorial Day 
hosted by John and Michelle Marcinek. 
We all look forward to the Fourth of July 
Patriotic Celebration at Circle Square 
Commons. Our newest neighbors will 
be awestruck by the festivities and fire-
works. 

Longleaf Ridge neighbors  enjoyed 
a delightful pop-up event at the Recre-
ation Center pool patio. They enjoyed a 
lovely picnic, music, and dancing with 
Kickin’ Country with Randy, along with 
lots of line dancing, snacks, and drinks. 
Although it was a bit warm, the breeze, 
fans, great music, and cool pool kept ev-
eryone happy. 

To take a break from the heat, Long-
leaf Ridge men gather weekly for a lively 
session of pool at the Arbor Activity Cen-
ter Billiards Room. The focus is on shar-

al All-American Pie Eating Contest was 
held after dinner. Congratulations to 
Mike Bianchi, who ate his way to victory 
over the four other competitors.

Later this month, the Newcastle sum-
mer party will be held on Saturday, 
July 26, at The Lodge at Candler Hills 
Ballroom. Doors will open at 4 p.m., 
and Lee’s Famous Recipe Chicken will 
cater the food. There will be a “Guess 
Who” game during the event, along with 
something new, Newcastle Feud. More 
details about this event will be provided 
via email and on our Facebook page.

A new event has been added to the 
Newcastle Social Club calendar. Save the 
date of Friday, Sept. 26, for a Polynesian 
Luau to be co-sponsored by Newcastle 
and Alendel neighborhoods. The com-
mittee is hard at work creating a fun and 
exciting event with live entertainment. 
You won’t want to miss this event.

Please visit our Facebook page (OTOW 
Newcastle Neighbors) for more informa-
tion on all of our events.

ing laughs, enjoying camaraderie, and 
having a good time together.

Mike and Mary Evans hosted a drinks-
on-the-driveway party in May with over 
90 neighbors in attendance. There was 
even line dancing in the street during 
the gathering. Mike grilled hot dogs and 
hamburgers, and also served up some 
tropical “green iguana” drinks. 

Other drinks-on-the-driveway and 
barbeque events allowed neighbors to 
socialize in our beautiful neighborhood. 

Twenty-seven Longleaf Ridge ladies 
gathered at Mimi’s Cafe for dinner in 
May. It gave our newest neighbors a 
chance to get better acquainted while 
sharing stories, enjoying laughter, and 
savoring a delicious meal.

Many thanks to Sandra Ritchie and 
Bea Pressler for contributing to this col-
umn. 

As our community continues to grow, 
we look forward to welcoming all the 
many new neighbors to the Longleaf 
Ridge neighborhood. Please remem-
ber to join our private Facebook page 
(OTOW Longleaf Ridge Friends) and 
provide your phase and lot number/ad-
dress. Please send questions to  otow-
longleafridge@gmail.com.

GOING OUT OF TOWN?
View or download a PDF  

of the World News at  
ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala.
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Nancy Meininger

Williamsburg
Neighbors

Charles Calhoun

Veterans Club

Janice Liberton

Indigo East
Social Committee

The Indigo East ladies luncheon com-
mittee Christmas in July luncheon is 
progressing nicely. The date is set for 
Thursday, July 24, from 11:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. The menu is tentative and in-
cludes honey-glazed ham, sweet potato 
casserole, salad, and dessert. Negotia-
tions are currently underway for Santa 
to take time away from his vacation and 
possibly make arrangements for an elf 
or two to make an appearance. There 
will be door prizes and more, and a tre-
mendous amount of fun to be had by all. 
Tickets can still be purchased on Thurs-
day, July 10, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. The luncheon is exclusively for In-
digo East residents, and a resident ID is 
required for ticket purchase.

The Indigo East Social Committee’s 
ice cream social is planned for Sunday, 
Aug. 10, beginning at 2 p.m. and is open 
to Indigo East residents only. Jana McEl-
roy will host the ice cream social. There 
will be premium vanilla and chocolate 
ice cream, as well as various toppings. 
Additionally, there will be sugar-free va-
nilla. Tickets will be sold on the follow-
ing dates and times: Friday, July 11, from 
5 to 6 p.m.; Monday, July 14, from 11 a.m. 
to noon; Wednesday, July 23, from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; and Monday, Aug. 4, 
from 11 a.m. to noon. There will be door 
prizes and more. A valid resident ID is 
required for ticket purchase.

For the past couple of months, I have 
been highlighting the amenities and 
events held in Indigo East for its resi-
dents. This month, I’m highlighting the 
Stretch and Balance classes, held every 
Thursday at 10:15 a.m. The class, devel-
oped and taught by Sarah Louge, is ex-
clusively for residents.

Suppose a resident prefers to exer-
cise in the morning. In that case, water 
aerobics is held throughout the year 
every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
at both 8 a.m. and 9 a.m. at the Indigo 
East Community Center pool. All winter 
water aerobics classes are held in the 
heated pool, provided the weather is 60 
degrees or above. 

Indigo East is home to numerous 
games for residents, which are held at 
various times throughout the month. 
Such as bunco on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays, Mexican train held every 
Thursday, mahjong on Wednesday after-
noons and Friday mornings, and corn-
hole every Friday morning.

In addition, if you enjoy a great card 
game, residents play euchre on the 
second and fourth Mondays, pinochle 
is held every Wednesday afternoon, 
samba is held every Thursday evening, 
men’s poker is held every Thursday of 
the month, and pure poker is held on the 
first and third Wednesday of the month. 

If residents want to relax, work on 
their craft projects, and socialize, they 
can meet every Monday at Crafty Ladies 
at 1 p.m. 

All games, except for cornhole and 
water aerobics, are held indoors in the 
Indigo East Community Center. Indigo 
East is a self-contained neighborhood 
with something for everyone.

Wishing all neighbors a fabulous 
Fourth of July. As usual, I’ll see you 
around the neighborhood. 

It’s no wonder Williamsburg neigh-
bors look forward to their golf cart scav-
enger hunt picnics every spring. The 
instructions for the hunt read like the 
song “Getting to know you … Getting to 
know all about you.” So, as participants 
sought the address where the airport 
driver lives and where Chuck,  the West-
ern book author, resides, they learned 
all about their neighbors and their 
neighborhood!

They laughed and joked aboard their 
teamed golf carts, eager to claim the win-
ner’s pot in this creative and fun scav-
enger twist created by Carmel Kessler 
and Gwen Fabian. The most challenging 
question was, “How high and how low 
do the addresses go in Williamsburg?”

The hunt ended with a potluck lunch 
at the Veterans Park pavilion.   The pot 
was split between the winning cart and 
the holiday dinner fund, this being a 
fundraiser for it.

Williamsburg neighbors enjoy getting 
together in a bit of competition, wheth-
er it’s for the monthly game night, 
overseen by Lynn and Bob Phelps; the 
weekly bocce night, overseen by Carmel 
and Dave Kessler; or the monthly din-
ners out, overseen by Linda and Brian 
McDonald. The diners recently enjoyed 
an Italian fest at Franco’s Italian Restau-

Photo by Gwen Fabian 

Williamsburg neighbors discover the love of the hunt.

Several members of the Veterans 
Club have been honored by the Marion 
County Veterans Council for their ser-
vice to our country and community. 
Over 20 banners are on display in and 
around Ocala of local veterans who have 
made significant contributions to their 
community after serving their country 
in uniform. These hometown heroes 
served our country for many years as 
Marines, sailors, soldiers, and airmen. 
These men and women of our armed 
forces came home to Ocala and contin-
ued to serve their community as volun-
teers, police officers, firefighters, and 
leaders in our hometown. These efforts 
have earned them the title of hometown 
heroes.

Service above self is what makes liv-
ing in On Top of the World so great. We 
are blessed to have truly selfless people 

Photo by Nancy Erausquin 

Carlos Erausquin. 
living right next door to us. 

The Veterans Club meets the third 
Thursday of the month at the Arbor 
Conference Center Dance Studios I-IV 
at 3 p.m.  Please join us for an hour of 
information on veterans’ benefits and 
opportunities to serve our community.

rant on Silver Springs Boulevard.
“Welcome to Williamsburg, a great 

place to live,” is the enthusiastic greet-
ing from neighbor Deanne Sanders, 
who greets all new neighbors moving 
into the neighborhood with a bag full of 
goodies, including phone numbers and 
helpful lists to help them get settled in.

Our ambassadors for each street have 
also been busy.

Keeping our website up to date is the 
responsibility of Earl Cook, who encour-
ages everyone to check it frequently to 
stay informed about upcoming events 
and make reservations to participate 
– WilliamsburgNeighborsOTOW.com. 
Or follow us on Facebook (Welcome to 
Williamsburg OTOW). Or you can text or 
call Nancy Meininger at 352-554-0757.
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Linda Baker

Active  
Newcomers Club

It’s hard to believe we’re halfway 
through 2025! It is hot in Central Florida, 
and many of our friends have retreated 
to the North until fall. Those of us who 
remain are pursuing indoor activities. 
That includes the members of the Active 
Newcomers Club. 

Over 100 members attended our pizza 
party on Saturday, June 14, in The Lodge 
at Candler Hills Ballroom. Guests en-
joyed garden salad and a wide variety of 
pizzas. The ice cream sundae bar was a 
big hit! 

Speaking of hits, music by Bart played 
them all and got the crowd up and danc-
ing. It was a great evening with friends, 
new and old. 

All residents who have closed on their 
homes within the past four years are 
invited to join us for doing donuts on 
Saturday, Aug. 23, at the Veterans Park 
pavilion. You bring your choice of bever-
age, and we will supply the donuts. We 
will have membership and small group 
information available for those who are 
interested in joining our club. 

Reserve Thursday, Sept. 18, for our 
tailgate party at the Veterans Park. There 
will be games, food, and fun to kick off 
football season and fall. We will be host-
ing our annual Halloween party on Sat-
urday, Oct. 25, at The Lodge at Candler 
Hills. This event is always a frightfully 
good time. 

Do you love trying new recipes? Are 
dinner parties your jam? Join our food-
ies group! Foodies meet on the third 
weekend of the month in the homes of 
members. The host sends an invitation 
with the theme of the dinner, provid-
ing the main course and an appetizer. 
Guests RSVP and coordinate with the 
host to provide sides and desserts that 
complement the theme. The goal of the 
foodies group is to experiment with new 
foods, get together with friends, and 
have fun. 

Cora Schlifkin is the group’s leader. 
Cora assigns hosts and attendees each 
month. When members join the food-
ies group, Cora reaches out to ask how 
many people the new member is com-
fortable with accommodating in their 
home, as all foodie group members are 
required to host at least once during the 
year. 

If you would like to join the foodies 
group or you have questions, please send 
an  email to  activenewcomers34481@
gmail.com with “foodies” in the subject 
line.  

Membership applications for 2025 are 
available on our website. Now that half 
the year is over, dues have been reduced 
to $10 per person. When completing 
your application, please ensure that you 
read the descriptions and requirements 
for small groups carefully before mak-
ing your selections. To participate, you 
must have a valid resident ID or Gateway 
of Services pass. 

To learn more about Active Newcom-
ers Club, visit activenewcomers.org. 
Members can also visit our Facebook 
page (Active Newcomers). Email us at 
activenewcomers34481@gmail.com for 
more information. 

Jane Belz

Community Emergency 
Response Team

Mark Miller

Democratic Club

The Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT) members recently 
added traffic control to their list of skills. 
The program consisted of two hours of 
classroom instruction and two hours 
of practical experience, taught by resi-
dents Allen Abbott and Jon Fiedler, both 
of whom are CERT instructors for Mari-
on County.

After learning the best way to direct 
traffic in various situations, the group 
put their new skills to the test by taking 
turns practicing with handheld radios to 
guide their fellow participants through a 
safe flow of traffic. 

Each member who completed the 
course received a certificate and wallet 
card attesting to their training from the 
Marion County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO) 
Division of Emergency Management. 
The club now has 18 CERT members 
who are eligible to volunteer as needed 
with MCSO or when called upon by On 
Top of the World staff for events. 

The Democratic Club generally meets 
on the fourth Thursday of the month 
at the Arbor Conference Center Dance 
Studios II-IV at 6 p.m., with a few excep-
tions. 

Our May meeting was held on the 
fifth Thursday of the month rather than 
the usual fourth Thursday, which was 
May 29. The meeting was structured as 
an open dialogue. Our members had 
the opportunity to discuss political mat-
ters that are important to them. Know-
ing our group, we needed to implement 
timers so that anyone who wanted could 
have a chance to speak. 

Our featured speaker on Thursday, 
June 26, was candidate Seth Harp, run-
ning for U.S. House District 3. We look 
forward to supporting his efforts in the 
upcoming 2026 election! 

Our speaker for July will be Tambou-
ra Jenkins, a candidate for Ocala City 

Photo by Leslie Miller

Meghan Bowman from WUSF with Mark Miller spoke to the 
Democratic Club in April. 

Hurricane season is upon us. The Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration (NOAA) predicts a 60% chance 
of an above-normal season. CERT plays 
a significant role in disaster readiness 
and response. 

CERT is a group of volunteers trained 
to support local emergency responders 
and provide essential services before, 
during, and after disasters. Before a 
storm, preparedness is crucial to mini-
mizing the impact of a hurricane. CERT 
members help educate residents on pre-
paredness and safety measures by dis-
seminating information at club fairs, 
special events, and meetings. Once the 
storm has calmed, CERT members assist 
first responders by conducting search 
and rescue operations, administering 
basic medical aid, and helping to en-
sure an efficient disaster response when 
professional emergency services may 
be overwhelmed. After the storm, CERT 
continues to serve the community by as-
sessing damage, distributing supplies, 
and offering recovery guidance. Vitally 
important, our communication team re-
lays critical information when tradition-
al communication networks are down. 

Becoming a CERT member offers 
numerous benefits, such as developing 

valuable life-saving skills, contributing 
meaningfully to your community, and 
building a network of like-minded indi-
viduals dedicated to safety. By investing 
in training, resources, and education, 
we can weather the storms ahead to-
gether. 

Consider joining our CERT group by 
attending one of our meetings to find 
out more. Snowbirds are always wel-
come.   We meet the second Tuesday 
of each month from 9 to 11 a.m. in the 
Arbor Conference Center Event Room.  
Applications and additional informa-
tion are available at each meeting. Our 
next meeting is Tuesday, July 8. For 
more information about CERT or up-
coming  meetings, please email  onto-
poftheworldcert@gmail.com

Community ham radio operators 
can assist us from home by tuning in to 
simplex frequency 146.565. During di-
saster events, we rely on neighborhood 
reports on building damage, blocked 
roads, medical emergencies, and other 
critical information.   From our desig-
nated Command Center, Ham radio op-
erators establish contact with Marion 
County Emergency Management. For 
more information, contact Bruce Twiss 
at brucetwiss@yahoo.com.

Council. 
We continue to support the Ocala Ritz 

Veterans Village. The veterans residing 
there need our support for many items 
we all take for granted. Priority for dona-
tions is laundry detergent. Other items 
needed include pillowcases, twin-size 
sheets, twin comforters, a 1.7 cubic foot 
refrigerator, a small microwave, men’s 
razors, deodorant, shampoo, toothpaste, 
lotions, shaving cream, and toilet paper. 
The following food items are needed: 
canned meat, canned chili, ramen noo-
dles, macaroni and cheese, microwave-
able rice, boxed milk, cereal, canned 
fruit, crackers, individual snacks, and 
coffee. They do not need clothing except 
for shoes. Please bring your donated 
items to our meeting. 

If you are unable to attend any meet-
ings, please let us know, and we’ll do 
our best to deliver your donations to the 
Ritz. Alternatively, you can drop them 
off before the meeting starts. If you’d 
like, you can order online and have 
the items delivered directly to the Ritz. 
Please email us to get the shipping ad-
dress, etc.

If you need a ride to any meeting, 

please call or email the club to arrange 
for it at least three days before the meet-
ing.

For more information, contact Mark 
Miller at 443-848-8549 or demclubotow@
gmail.com.

HANDICAP EQUIPMENT
Handicap equipment is loaned free to residents 

during their convalescent term – walkers, 
crutches, canes or wheelchairs. For more 

information, call the  
Recreation Center at 352-854-8707 x7534.
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Rocky Pizzarello

Citizens on Patrol

Robert Colen
info@sholompark.org

Finding Zen

At Sholom Park, we are fortunate to 
have a dedicated group of volunteers 
who give their heart, time, and effort to 
help maintain a place of beauty, peace, 
and reflection in Marion County. Among 
those special volunteers is Hisako Sawai, 
whom you might see in the Zen Garden, 
gracefully raking the gravel of our Zen 
Ocean.

When Hisako moved from San Diego 
to Ocala in late 2023, she was looking 
for a peaceful place to walk, reflect, and 
reconnect with nature. What she found 
was Sholom Park – and what we found in 
her was a devoted volunteer.

Inside the Japanese-inspired Zen Gar-
den lies the Zen Ocean, where carefully 
raked gravel mirrors the ebb and flow of 
ocean waves. After one of her morning 
walks, Hisako paused to admire its quiet 
beauty. When she noticed Sholom Park 
staffer Ray Rooney tending the garden, 
she asked if she could help. Ray wel-
comed her enthusiastically – and Hisa-
ko has been returning ever since, lend-
ing her steady hands and quiet spirit to 
shape the ocean waves.

Some days, the patterns she rakes are 
calm and soothing. On other days, they 
carry more energy and motion. Each de-

sign reflects the rhythms of daily life, of-
fering a gentle moment of reflection for 
those who pass through.

Originally from Tokyo, Japan, Hisako 
came to the U.S. for her studies, later 
building a career in medical science. 
She now lives in Ocala with her daugh-
ter, an equine professional, and contin-
ues to visit Japan regularly. Nearly every 
morning, Hisako walks the park’s two 
miles of paved trails before arriving at 
the Zen Garden, where she rakes the 
gravel into flowing patterns reminiscent 
of the stone gardens in Kyoto and Nara. 

“It’s peaceful, beautiful, and rejuve-
nating,” she says.

Visitors often leave the Zen Garden 
feeling restored, unaware of the hands 
behind its beauty. But that’s part of the 
beauty – Hisako’s quiet presence helps 
bring calm to others.

Volunteers like Hisako are the heart 
of Sholom Park. Whether raking grav-
el, planting flowers, or assisting with 
events, every act of service supports our 
mission: to inspire peace, connection, 
and community.

Sholom Park is open daily from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and is free for all to en-
joy. We invite you to explore its gardens, 
labyrinth, and koi pond – and if you feel 
inspired to give back, consider volun-
teering. To learn more, contact Misty at 
352-854-3677 or visit sholompark.org.

Margaret Nodine

Republican Club

Recently, the Marion County Sher-
iff’s Office (MCSO) consolidated several 
Community Patrol groups in the south-
west district into a single group called 
Citizens on Patrol (COPS). The MCSO 
website describes the program this way: 

“The Citizens on Patrol program is in-
tended to serve as additional eyes and 
ears for the sheriff and his deputies. It 
is not intended to replace routine patrol 
activities of the sheriff, but to provide 
the county with additional observation 
capabilities to help reduce crime.” 

The On Top of the World Citizens on 
Patrol group (formerly known as the 
Community Patrol) was started just over 
20 years ago. We would like to share 
some of our outstanding highlights and 
recognize some of our members for 
their accomplishments.
YEARS OF SERVICE: We have several 

current members who have been long-
term volunteers of the Citizens on Pa-
trol. Current members Gary Rodoff and 
Charlotte Wall have over 20 years of ser-
vice; Elizabeth Chadwell, Elmer and Joy 
Greene, and John Gysen have between 
15 and 19 years; and Frank and Jeanne 
DiPiero, as well as Patrick McGuire, 
round out the double-digit volunteers 
with 10 to 14 years of service. 

HOURS OF SERVICE: Since the program’s 
inception, we have had 205 members 
donate 62,247 hours of service (more 

than 31 working years) to our commu-
nity. Gary Rodoff leads the pack with 
3,953 hours, followed by Elmer Greene 
with 2,084 hours, John Gysen with 1,396, 
Joy Greene with 1,258, and Charlotte 
Wall with 1,069. There are several other 
volunteers with over 500 hours of com-
munity service to their credit at On Top 
of the World. Alphabetically, they are 
Bill Aman, Elizabeth Chadwell, Allison 
Cranmer, Frank and Jeanne DiPiero, and 
Patrick McGuire. 

WHAT WE DO: As we drive on our patrol 
shifts, we keep our eyes and ears open. 
So far in 2025, we’ve made 3,029 visits to 
our neighborhoods and 526 visits to the 
surrounding shopping areas. Friendship 
received the most visits, with 170. Cres-
cent Ridge had 154, followed by Long-
leaf Ridge (149), Circle Square Commons 
(139), and Avalon (132). The remaining 
neighborhoods averaged over 90 visits 
each during the period. Canopy Oak 
Shopping Center was visited 91 times, 
and Friendship Shopping Center was 
visited 84 times. 

NEW LOOK, SAME SERVICE: The Marion 
County Sheriff’s Office is now providing 
citizen volunteer shirts for all volunteers 
in Marion County. Additionally, we now 
have access to multiple patrol vehicles, 
so if you see one of your neighbors driv-
ing a Ford Explorer SUV instead of a 
sedan, know we’re the same friendly 
volunteers, but riding just a bit higher. 
Thank you for your support over the past 
20 years. We look forward to the next 20! 

Well, summer has arrived. We cel-
ebrated our dads. We thanked them for 
shaping who we are today as we worked, 
raised our own families, and supported 
our country. We also celebrate our flag 
of red, white, and blue – may it wave 
brave and strong.

I will give you a more detailed recap of 
the June meeting in the next issue. Our 
guest speaker was Representative Ryan 
Chamberlin of District 24. He has served 
the district south of Ocala since May 2023 
and will continue until the next election 
in May 2026. Representative Chamberlin 

serves on several committees, including 
the Select Committee on Property Taxes, 
Ways and Means, Economic Infrastruc-
ture, Human Services, Justice Budget, 
and Intergovernmental Affairs. It was 
both an informative presentation and 
a thoughtful question-and-answer ses-
sion.

As always, we continue to support Op-
eration Shoebox. Over several months, 
we have received thank-you notes from 
our military personnel, organizational 
leaders, and other volunteers who are 
grateful for our assistance. We are also 
working to support the Marion County 
Honor Guard in their efforts.

Come and join us throughout 2025: 
July 11, Aug. 8, Sept. 12, Oct. 10, and 
Nov. 14. Doors open at 4 p.m. Look for 
our banner at Arbor Conference Center 
Dance Studios I-IV. God bless America, 
and have a safe, enjoyable summer.

EMERGENCY AFTER-HOURS PHONE 
NUMBER

352-236-OTOW (236-6869)

LOST OR FOUND A PET?
Call the SPCA of Marion County   

hotline at 352-362-0985.



12A July 2025The World News



ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala

®

®

Vol. 39, No. 1

LIFESTYLE
July 2025

SE
CT

IO
N 

B

Where the amenities are endless!

By Gail Morris

By Phil Panzera 
World News Writer

By Dave DeAngelis 
World News Writer

Pat York said that the variety of ac-
tivities at On Top of the World was a key 
motivator in her decision to move here 
from Sebastian, Florida, in 2020. So here 
she was, sitting outside by the Arbor Fit-
ness Center pool on that sunny third day 
in May with friends Diane Battaglino 
and Sherry Stoelting. Just sitting there, 
catching some rays, minding their own 
business. Hardly a breeze was evident, 
certainly not strong enough to cause the 
rustling in the bushes that was becom-
ing more noticeable. Nope, it wasn’t the 
wind causing the rustling they realized, 
as the duck made its grand entrance 
onto the pool deck stage. She was mama 
duck, but let’s call her Della Duck to 
make the rest of the story fall into place.

Speaking of falling into place, wad-
dling right behind Della were the six tiny 
waddlers … let’s call them Huey, Dewey 
Louie, Larry and his other brothers Dar-
ryl and Darryl. Is that six? Yeah, that’s 
right. Pat, Diane and Sherry watched 
in amazement as Della jumped onto 
the pool ledge and right into the pool. 
One by one, the kiddies, without hesita-
tion, and no duckguard being on duty, 
jumped onto the ledge and plopped 
right into the pool. Such a cute sight it 
was, this feathered family taking a lei-
surely swim in a people pool. Della must 
have realized as much as she flew back 

Photo by Pat York

Family of ducks in the Arbor Fitness Center pool.

Ducks on the Pond
onto the deck and urged the little ones 
to do the same. Only one problem – they 
were too small to make that jump and 
hadn’t yet reached the age of flying. As 
Pat said, “They could fit in the palm of 
your hand.”

Pat, Diane and Sherry quickly called 
the police, who immediately arrested 
the ducks for having no IDs for pool en-
try. Well, okay, for disturbing the bushes 
as well. In reality, Pat, Diane and Sher-
ry sprang into action by “putting some 
blocks on the first level of the pool edge, 
and then a paddleboard, and even a yoga 
mat to help them get out but they were 
just too little.” 

The animal rescue folks were then 
contacted and upon arrival, they in-
structed Pat to have everyone to “form a 
line in the pool and try to get the duck-
lings as close to the edge as they could. 
This didn’t go over well with mom Della, 
as she began divebombing the rescuers 
trying to protect her little ones. Slowly, 
Pat and company herded them to one 
part of the pool. There, they “were able 
to scoop a couple out by hand as the res-
cue worker used the pool scooper to get 
the rest out and they went running and 
chirping for their mom who was right 
there trying to gather them up.” 

Once back together, Della, Huey, 
Dewey Louie, Larry and his other broth-

ers Darryl and Darryl scurried toward 
more bushes by the parking area, their 
first swimming session now under their 
bel … er, uh … feathers. Pat’s decision 

to move here to enjoy the various activi-
ties certainly proved to be unexpected, 
yet satisfying on this ducky day in May.

Perhaps you think all these veterans’ 
ceremonies are just somber and dull af-

Photo by Megan Cook

“Favorite Son” with Dexter Vance as Will Rogers and the Ovation Dancers at the Memorial Day Ceremony.

Memorial Day Ceremony

fairs, with men in uniforms delivering 
dry speeches and handing out awards? 

Well, you’d be wrong. Yes, some of that 
dry stuff is necessary, but this year, we 
had three lively song and dance routines 
and another three talented solo perfor-
mances. 

It was an entertaining and energetic 
program, mixed in with some serious 
moments to remember and honor the 
veterans who have sacrificed so much 
for their country. It was an eclectic mix, 
but it worked beautifully. Perhaps con-
sider giving these ceremonies a try? The 
next one is for Veterans Day, on Monday, 
Nov 11.

The song and dance numbers received 
huge applause from the packed house. 
The Dancing Jewels and the Poms Dance 
& Cheer Squad put on their usual rous-
ing routines. The Ovation Dancers also 
joined the lineup for the first time. Led 
by Master Chief Dexter Vance, the Ova-
tion team did a snappy seated routine 
incorporating arm and leg choreogra-
phy borrowed from many contemporary 
and street dance groups. They even got 
the crowd roaring when they effective-
ly channeled the Rockettes’ high-kick 
style.

Heartfelt patriotic songs were beau-
tifully performed by Carolyn Hoffman 
and Anabel Parra. Anne Nance Parker of 
the Blue Star Mothers gave the welcome 

prayer.
Veterans Club President Charlie Cal-

houn mentioned the Honor Guard and 
the urns for unclaimed veterans, which 
were so generously crafted by the wood-
shop. He also mentioned several other 
organizations and events, and he pre-
sented an award to Ann Gallo for out-
standing veterans support by the Happy 
Hookers and Sewing Bees.

Major Phil Panzera gave the keynote 
address, accompanied by a slideshow on 
the Vietnam War, which ended almost 
50 years ago to the day. The stirring pre-
sentation was intended to show “what” 
our combat veterans experienced and 
better answer “why” we should remem-
ber their gallantry and sacrifice. 

Major Panzera read a moving citation 
for the Medal of Honor awarded to a leg-
endary Marine, and it was an emotional 
moment. Past American Legion Com-
mander Daniel Maffeo wrote a congratu-
latory note saying, “I watched intensely 
at Vietnam War pictures that hit me 
hard, and yes, I had tears several times 
during the keynote speaker’s honorable 
presentation.”

We thank all attendees for their sup-
port, respect and appreciation for our 
fallen, that gave all for the freedom we 
enjoy today. 

The installation of our new officers 
marks the beginning of a new year for 
our Lions Club. We were privileged to 
have District Governor-Elect Suzie Rod-
gers preside over the installation with 
a helping hand from Suzie’s husband, 
Stan, on Tuesday, May 13. The club of-
ficers this year include a few returning 
officers and some of our new members 
who volunteered. Join our club, and 

Photo by Beth Vaudo

PCC Stan Rodger, Membership Chair Aveila Perkins, Vice President Harold “Duane” Covert, Board Member Caroll Cecala, District Governor Elect Suzie Rodgers, Treasurer Gail Morris, and President Ken Vaudo.

Installation of Officers
we will put you to work. We love active 
members. 

The services committee is preparing 
to go shopping for school supplies. This 
is one area in which our three supported 
elementary schools need assistance. We 
check in with the community liaison 
staff at the schools to determine their 
needs, ensuring we are meeting them. 
The school supply list is extensive, and 

some of our students require additional 
support to help them succeed in class. 
It’s a good feeling for these students to 
know they have the notebooks, pencils, 
folders, and pencil boxes they will need 
ready for them at school. This is just 
one of the areas where we use the funds 
raised at our Casino Night.

Our year begins on Tuesday, July 1. 
We have meetings scheduled for both 
the second and fourth Tuesday in July 
to conduct the business of our club and 
prepare for the Lions District 35L “mini” 
conference here on Saturday, Aug. 2. 
Our club is privileged to host this con-

ference and welcome Lions from across 
our district which includes the panhan-
dle of Florida to Jacksonville and south 
to Marion County. Our members will be 
busy this summer.

We are always seeking new members 
to help us achieve our community ser-
vice goals.

The Lions Club meetings are on the 
second and fourth Tuesday of each 
month in the Arbor Conference Center 
Event Room at 5 p.m. For further infor-
mation, please contact Estelle Michel-
son, our membership chair, at 352-861-
7358. 
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Phil Karcheski

Eco Gardeners

It’s still hot in July, and gardening in 
hot weather presents unique challeng-
es, but with the right strategies, you can 
still enjoy a bountiful harvest. The key 
is to understand how heat impacts your 
plants and take proactive measures to 
mitigate stress.

1.	 WATER WISELY AND DEEPLY:  In 
scorching temperatures, plants 
transpire more, meaning they 
lose water through their leaves. 
Consistent and deep watering is 
crucial. Water early in the morn-
ing before the sun gets intense or 
in the evening after the heat sub-
sides.   Aim for at least six inches 
of water penetration. Shallow wa-
tering encourages shallow root 
systems, making plants more sus-
ceptible to drought. Drip irriga-
tion or soaker hoses are ideal, as 
they deliver water directly to the 
root zone, reducing waste from 
evaporation or runoff. Avoid over-
head watering during the day, as 
water on leaves can magnify the 
sun’s rays and lead to scorching. 
Don’t just water on a schedule. 
Stick your finger a few inches into 
the soil to feel for moisture. If it’s 
dry, water. Over-watering can be 
just as detrimental as under-wa-
tering, leading to root rot.

2.	 MULCH  is your best friend in hot 
weather. A two- to four-inch 
layer of organic mulch (such as 
straw, shredded leaves, or com-
post) around your plants offers 
numerous benefits, including 
temperature  regulation, mois-
ture retention, and reduced water 
evaporation from the soil surface.  
A thick layer of mulch smothers 
weeds.   Organic mulches decom-
pose, improving their structure 

and fertility over time.
3.	 PROVIDE SHADE:  plants can suf-

fer from prolonged expo-
sure to intense afternoon sun. 
Shade cloth is often sufficient for 
vegetables by significantly reduc-
ing air and soil temperatures. Use 
stakes or hoops to create a frame, 
ensuring good air circulation.

4.	 CHOOSE HEAT-TOLERANT VARIET-
IES:  Some vegetables are better 
equipped to handle the heat. In-
clude okra, sweet potatoes, egg-
plant, peppers, various types of 
squash (such as zucchini and but-
ternut), cucumbers, and certain 
tomato varieties (look for those 
bred for hot climates) that thrive 
in warm conditions. Greens, such 
as Swiss chard and Malabar spin-
ach, as well as some lettuce variet-
ies, can tolerate warmer tempera-
tures.

5.	 IMPROVE YOUR SOIL:  Healthy soil 
with good organic matter con-
tent retains water more effective-
ly and supports stronger plants. 
Avoid  fertilizing during heat-
waves. Fertilizing encourages new 
growth, which can stress plants 
when they›re already dealing 
with high temperatures. Weeds 
compete for water and nutrients, 
so keep your garden beds clear.  
For fruiting plants like tomatoes 
and peppers, regular harvesting 
encourages continued produc-
tion and reduces stress on the 
plant.  Don’t prune excessively 
during the heat.  Leaves provide 
natural shade to the fruit, helping 
the plant regulate its temperature.

For more gardening tips, visit our 
Facebook page (OTOW Eco Gardeners).

At the time of this writing, there are 
still garden plots available in our new 
garden at the corner of SW 90th Avenue 
and SW 97th Lane in Americana Village. 
If you are interested in joining, please 
send an email with your name, address, 
and phone number to gardenc58@
gmail.com.

Linda Lohr

R/C LadyBirds

On Friday, May 9, long-time mem-
bers gathered for the last LadyBirds 
luncheon at The Club at Candler Hills. 
It was attended by Barbara Wright, Lyn 
Titcombe, Leigh Workman, Jill Wagner, 

Photo by Linda Lohr

Long-time members at the last R/C LadyBirds luncheon.
Hedy Schamal, Jean Jarmel, Linda Lohr, 
Barbara Treblecock, and Gloria Sciclu-
na, one of the club’s founders. We were 
joined by Kathleen Betz, a new mem-
ber who is considering re-activating the 
club. 

We had a wonderful time reminiscing 
and looking at old photo albums.

The group plans to continue hosting 
luncheons so we can stay in touch with 
each other. It’s been a great 20-plus 
years!

Friends of Bill W  
Group

You are not alone on this journey. We 

come together weekly to share our ex-
perience, strength, and hope. If you are 
in recovery or think you have a problem 
with alcohol, please join us.  We meet 
weekly on Mondays from 12:45 to 1:45 
p.m. in the Hobby Building Event Room. 
For more information and to be notified 
of changes to the schedule, please email 
friendsofbillwocala@gmail.com.

EVENTS/ACTIVITIES
Events and activities that take place behind the gates of On Top of the World are for residents 

with a valid resident ID or Gateway of Services pass.

®
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Shane Bobson
info@mybridgenet.com

Tech Tips from Bridgenet
Communications

Discovering the Digital World: Hobbies 
and Learning Online

For residents, the internet isn’t just 
a way to connect with family, it’s a vi-
brant portal to endless discovery and 
lifelong learning. Forget any notions 
that technology is just for youngsters – 
the digital world offers an incredible ar-
ray of opportunities to enrich your days, 
expand your horizons, and even pick up 
a new passion, all from the comfort of 
your home.

Imagine delving into the mysteries of 
ancient Egypt, learning to speak a few 
phrases of Italian for that dream Euro-
pean vacation, or mastering a new wa-
tercolor technique – without ever leav-
ing your living room. This is the power 
of online learning, and it has never been 
more accessible. 

Platforms like Coursera and edX offer 
thousands of courses from top univer-
sities worldwide, many of them free to 
audit. You can explore everything from 
history and literature to photography 
and coding. Even if you’re not looking 
for a formal “course,” YouTube is a trea-
sure trove of tutorials on virtually any 
subject you can imagine. Want to learn 
a new knitting stitch? There’s a video 
for that. Curious about the nuances of 
classical music? You’ll find lectures and 
performances galore.

Beyond formal learning, the internet 
offers a vast world of cultural explo-
ration. Many of the world’s most re-
nowned museums and art galleries now 
offer virtual tours. Stroll through the 
Louvre in Paris, admire the masterpiec-
es at the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
in New York, or explore the British Mu-
seum’s vast collections – all with just a 
few clicks. It’s a fantastic way to experi-
ence art and history without the crowds 
or travel expenses.

For those who love to read, the inter-
net is a bibliophile’s dream come true. 
Digital libraries allow you to borrow e-
books and audiobooks directly to your 

tablet or smartphone, offering a vast se-
lection at your fingertips. You can also 
join online book clubs, connecting with 
fellow readers from across the globe to 
discuss your favorite titles.

And what about those personal inter-
ests? The internet is teeming with com-
munities built around every imaginable 
hobby. Love gardening? There are fo-
rums and websites dedicated to every 
plant, pest, and planting technique. 
Passionate about cooking? Find end-
less recipes, cooking demonstrations, 
and culinary blogs to inspire your next 
meal. From genealogy and birdwatching 
to chess and crafting, you’ll likely find 
a welcoming online community ready to 
share knowledge and enthusiasm.

The beauty of exploring the digital 
world for hobbies and learning lies in 
its flexibility. You set the pace, choose 
your interests, and explore at your con-
venience. It’s a wonderful way to keep 
your mind active, satisfy your curios-
ity, and add exciting new dimensions to 
your life here at On Top of the World. So, 
take the leap, explore, and let the digital 
world surprise you with its endless pos-
sibilities.

Chris Kilbride

Technology Club

Every Saturday at 9 a.m., the Ocala 
Tech Club meets for an hour through our 
weekly online Zoom meetings.  We aim 
to help resident members stay informed 
about the ever-changing technology sur-
rounding us through discussions on An-
droid, Windows, and Apple devices, in-
cluding current issues. OcalaTechClub.
org offers a wealth of valuable informa-
tion about our group.

We should be used to change by now 
at our age, and the fact that we have no 
control over it – or do we? For those en-
trenched in the Microsoft world, Win-
dows 10 has an end-of-support date 
of Oct. 14. You realize this means your 
devices won’t be secure after that with 
any patches, including no new features 
or technical support. However, if you 
don’t go calmly into the free Windows 
11 upgrade before that date, Microsoft 
has graciously offered another choice 
for a fee, of course.

They are calling this their three-
year  Extended Security Updates 
(ESU) paid subscription program. Secu-
rity updates will be available for Win-
dows 10, with a $30 annual charge per 
device for home users. For businesses, 
the cost will be $61 in the first year, $122 
in the second year, and $244 in the third 
year for security. Microsoft 365 apps, in-
cluding Teams, Outlook, Word, Excel, 
and OneDrive, will continue to receive 
security updates under this program un-
til the October 2028 end date.

There’s another catch to this. If you 
skip year one and start your extended 
support program in year two, you will 
still be required to pay for the first year 
and all subsequent updates, as updates 
are cumulative.

Now, your third choice is to do noth-
ing and hold tightly to your insecure 
Windows 10. Then consider the cost of 
whatever trouble you might encounter 
in the world of hacking, bugs, viruses, 
scams, computer hijacking, and other 
scary scenarios lurking about.

Open your computer to Settings > Pri-
vacy and Security > Windows Update. 
Depending on its age, you would see 
an option to upgrade to Windows 11 for 
free. If you don’t, a new computer is in 
your future.

When in the ESU program, devices 
must be running Windows 10 version 
22H2 to be eligible to install updates.

In the free upgrade to Windows 11 
(before Oct. 14), you’ll get to use your 
gray cells to learn new things. It will take 
time to get to know the ins and outs and 
adjust accordingly. You’ve had to up-
grade on previous versions; think of this 
as a free new adventure!

Residents are welcome to join our 
club. Yearly dues are $10 per resident or 
$15 per resident couple. You can contact 
us through the Contact page at OcalaT-
echClub.org. 

Members enjoy Thursday in-person 
help sessions in the Hobby Building, 
where they can discuss issues with their 
Windows or Apple computers, smart-
phones, or tablets. In-person classes are 
held on the first Friday and Saturday of 
each month, with online Zoom meetings 
on additional Saturdays.

David Wesenberg

Scandinavian
American Club

The Scandinavian American Club 
meets every fourth Tuesday of the month 
from 1 to 3 p.m. in the Arbor Activ-

ity Center Event Room from September 
through May. American Scandinavian 
Club does not meet during the summer 
months (June through August). Our first 
fall meeting is on Tuesday, Sept. 23. 

Our last spring meeting was held on 
Tuesday, May 27, when we celebrated 
Scandinavian summers with a picnic 
lunch featuring sandwiches, salads, and 
desserts. The subject was “Scandinavian 

Summers in Scandinavian Lands.”
Our guest speaker, Virginia Drig-

gers from Marion County Fire Rescue, 
shared with us how to have a safe sum-
mer. She demonstrated the proper use 
of fire extinguishers, smoke detectors, 
and the services that the fire rescue of-
fers. She concluded by giving everyone 
a form to complete and place on their 
refrigerator, which shows all personal 
health information in case it is needed 
by the EMTs who serve us on a call.  

The Scandinavian American Club en-
courages camaraderie and conversation 
about the Scandinavian countries and 
culture we have experienced as first- or 
second-generation Scandinavians. What 
a great opportunity to make new friends.

We ask members to share their mem-
ories of their Scandinavian past and cul-
ture. Many of our members have visited 
the Scandinavian countries from which 
they or their ancestors migrated and re-
turned with pictures and exhibits. May-
be you have a story to tell or a souvenir 
to share.

Whether you have a Scandinavian 
background or not, if you feel a connec-
tion to the Scandinavian culture, join us 
for the fun. For more information, con-
tact Arlene Chilcott at chilcottarlene21@
gmail.com.

STAY IN THE KNOW!
DOWNLOAD THE APP!
The On Top of the World app is 

available in the Google Play and Apple Store 
(resident account required).
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Silvia C. Garcia

Latinos Club

Rosalina Norita

Global Diversity  
Asian Social Club

¡Hola Amigos! I’m excited to share 
updates from our club. Be sure to visit 
our Facebook page (OTOW Latinos Club 
Ocala) to check out photos and videos 
that are sure to entertain you and make 
you smile (or even laugh out loud)! You 
do not need to be Latino to join the fun!

Monthly dining experiences remain 
a member favorite, offering delicious 
food, lively conversation, and great op-
portunities to connect. Equally popular 
are our free weekly game nights, provid-
ing the perfect balance of excitement 
and relaxation. Recently, Chicas Latinas 
came together for an enjoyable evening 
at Yamato Restaurant.

Baila Caliente social and dancing 
with DJ Petroski was a red-hot success! 
It sold out quickly, and many members 
called it our best event yet. We were en-
tertained by “Felix” (Ivan Vazquez) and 
his wife, Ivy Cortez. Congratulations 
to dance competition winners Nilva 
Torres and Ina Kline and to our many 
lucky drawings and 50/50 raffle winners! 
Save the date! Upcoming events include 
Painting with a Twist on Friday, July 
18, will give you the opportunity to sip, 
paint, and unleash your creativity; Lak-
eridge Winery & Vineyards on Satur-
day, Aug. 9, will delight you with grape 
stomping, winery tours, wine tasting 
and bar, live music, food court; domi-
noes tournament on Sunday, Aug. 17, for 
fun and friendly competition; Hispanic 
Heritage Celebration on Saturday, Sept. 
13, is where we will be celebrating our 
roots, our music, our food — and most 
of all, each other – a joyful tribute to cul-

Photo by Silvia C. Garcia 

Celebrating culture and community, Latinos Club members participated in the "Around the World" event wearing traditional attire.
ture, music, and unity with DJ Joe Ortiz; 
Silver Springs State Park glass bottom 
boat tour and brunch on Thursday, Oct. 
16; and Honoring Our Troops Ceremony 
at the Veterans Park Memorial on Satur-
day, Nov. 1. 

Our “biggest loser” weight loss com-
petition is off to a strong start! Weekly 
weigh-ins, group encouragement, and 
a little friendly competition are helping 
everyone stay on track. It’s inspiring to 
see members investing in their health, 
happiness, and self-esteem –one pound 
at a time! 

Featured members: Beatriz Kele-
men, the club’s co-social coordinator, 
was born in Venezuela and has a mas-
ter’s degree in project management. 
She pursued the family’s glass art pas-
sion in fused glass with her twin sister 
Alicia. Beatriz’s husband, Warner Whit-
field, is a glass blower born in Illinois. 
Together, they enjoy their vocation by 
creating art inspired by nature and the 
flowing movement of Florida’s and 
the Caribbean’s shallow waters. Their 
awards include Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, Stephen King, Whoopi Goldberg, 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, King of Jordan, 
and Premier of Newfoundland Danny 
Williams. 

Nilva Torres, the club’s co-social coor-
dinator, born in Panama, is well-known 
and loved by many. Her husband, Jose 
Torres, a member of our board of direc-
tors, was born in Nebraska. They both 
feel blessed to live in Candler Hills and 
work in our community. A message from 
them, “Come and check out our club – 
you will find the Latinos Club is not only 
fun, but we will welcome you with open 
arms no matter where you are from!”

For more information call Silvia C. 
Garcia at 561-801-8188; Ivan Vazquez at 
727-403-9629; or Jesus Alvarez at 954-
549-7953. 

The “Around the World” event pro-
vided residents with a vibrant multicul-
tural experience, featuring music, danc-
ing, food from around the globe, and 
tables representing various countries 
and cultures.

Our club proudly presented the 
Global Diversity Asian Social Club ta-
ble, showcasing a vibrant assortment 
of Asian, Latino, and international cui-
sines at the dining station. We prepared 
a distinctive, nutritious pudding infused 
with seaweed and flavored with lychee, 
mango, melon, and strawberry, notable 
for being gluten-free, carbohydrate-
free, cholesterol-free, and rich in fiber, 
enabling guests to enjoy a guilt-free in-
dulgence.

Leonard wore a traditional Balinese 
outfit, complete with a “songket udeng” 
– a ceremonial cloth headpiece from 
Bali that men wear during ceremonies 
and special events. The udeng symboliz-
es respect and focus, tying cultural pride 
to spiritual values. The traditional head-
dress worn by Balinese men, known as 
udeng, carries a profound cultural sig-

A table full of colorful hibiscus flower arrangements on a tablecloth of Bali Prada and the billowing yellow umbrella.

nificance and plays an essential role in 
the everyday life of Balinese men.

Other guests at our table wore a strik-
ing black vest with Eastern European-
style embroidery, adding rich visual 
detail to the event. The jeweled vest ex-
emplifies traditional stitching patterns 
characteristic of wealthy, upper-class 
Slavic regions, signifying status in elite 
social affairs in the 1800s. 

Most women embroidered regional or 
village patterns in red thread on balloon 
sleeves worn during memorable enter-
tainment in all-female circular group 
dances. Ethnographic museums in East-
ern Europe today primarily showcase 
peasant clothing, while the inclusion of 
jewels on clothing served as a means of 
survival during the communist era. One 
participant stood out in a vibrant Carib-
bean dress, accompanied by matching 
earrings, embodying the warmth and 
spirit of island cultures.

The Recreation Center Ballroom was 
transformed into a dance floor with mu-
sic from the ‘80s, pop rock, and rock 

‘n’ roll, as numerous guests took to 
the dance floor. It was a joyful evening 
of sharing stories, traditions, and tastes 
from around the world, all within our 
community’s confines. Events of this 
nature serve as a poignant reminder of 
how diversity unites people and enrich-
es our lives.
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Lois Nix

SWANS

Catherine White

Active  
Singles Club

This month, we have a great mix of 
outdoor and indoor activities to help you 
beat the heat! There is a plethora of eat-
ing opportunities, from breakfast to din-
ner. We start off the month with a Tues-
day morning breakfast at Eggs Up Grill. 
And every Sunday afternoon, we have 
lunch at Cody’s right outside the gate. 

At the end of the month, we plan to have 
dinner at Live Fire Chefs. If you haven’t 
been there before, it’s a real treat, so 
don’t miss out and register now!

On Saturday, July 12, a dance party 
will take place from 7 to 10 p.m. at the 
Indigo East Community Center. This 
is a no-frills event; bring your snacks, 
drinks, and ice cubes. Wear your danc-
ing shoes, Tim Hargis will be playing, 
and he never disappoints!

Pickleball takes place at the end of the 
month, when we should be able to ap-
preciate the newly added shaded area. 
See you on court #20 at 1 p.m. 

Summer weather prevents the SWANS 
from being as active with outside events.  
May usually is the last of our outings. 

Our trip to Marjorie Kinnan Rawl-
ings’ home was enjoyable and is an in-
teresting part of local history, followed 
by lunch at The Yearling, which was also 
good.   Some of us SWANS continually 
go on this outing because of the lunch 
venue.  

Cedar Lakes Woods & Gardens is truly 
beautiful, with a lot of walking involved. 
After the tour, we went to Sister’s Place 
in Williston.   

When summer is over, we will contin-
ue other trips, especially nature walks.  
SWANS meet all year round. We do not 
collect dues.   Since we socialize in our 

homes and take trips,  all single women 
in On Top of the World are invited to 
join us.  We reserve the use of On Top of 
the World amenities five times a year. A 
valid resident ID or Gateway of Services 
pass is needed for inside the gate events.

June’s brunch at Stone Creek Grille 
was well attended. Edo’s for lunch was 
good, and Stumpknockers is a unique 
restaurant on the river.     Our appetiz-
er, lunch, and dinner groups remain 
popular.   These groups of six women 
meet through September. At our Satur-
day, Sept. 6 membership meeting, new 
groups will be created. 

From Sunday, Sept. 7 to Wednesday, 
Sept. 10, we will be taking a mini-vaca-
tion to Daytona Beach. As of this writ-
ing, only three rooms are left. If you are 
interested in joining us, please call Lois 
at 352-854-0558 (no texts). 

Thanks to the SWANS who volun-
teered to help with coordinating some 
of our events.   Volunteers are always 
needed in any club to keep them active. 

Hand, Knee, and Foot enthusiasts will 
gather every Wednesday night except 
July 23, where you can bring and play 

“What’s Your Game.” Feel free to bring 
your favorite board or card game. Bunco 
will also take place on Wednesday, July 
9, at 5 p.m. Be sure to check the calendar 
to see the location and register for this 
event.

Short walks will take place at Sholom 
Park on Sundays at 10 a.m. Make sure to 
wear a hat and bring lots of water. Sun-
day is a popular day, as we will be pro-
moting bowling and mini golf through-
out the month.

So, you’d like to know more details? 

Please visit otowactivesingles.com, 
where you can view our monthly calen-
dar of events. If you’d like to join our 
club and register for a few events, you 
can do so online. 

Attend our board meeting on the first 
Tuesday of the month. You can also visit 
us at our general membership meeting, 
which is held on the third Wednesday 
of every month at the Arbor Confer-
ence Center Dance Studios. If you prefer 
to use email, please find us at otowac-
tivesingles@gmail.com or visit our Face-
book page (OTOW Active Singles Club). 
Check us out! By the way, we are always 
looking for a few good volunteers.

SWANS has been fortunate with  volun-
teers for 19 years.  

Master the Possibilities will continue 
with a samba class starting Friday, Aug. 
1, for three weeks.   Lois V. Nix teaches 
the class; if interested, register at Mas-
terthePossibilities.org.  

SWANS play samba every Saturday at 
10 a.m. in the Arbor Conference Center 
Large Card Room. We invite all single 
women to join us, learn samba, and join 
the support, socialization, and friend-
ship of other SWANS.

Have a good summer. SWANS are nev-
er alone; SWANS are never forgotten.

Lois Rowland

Women of
the World

Women of the World is a social and 
charitable organization. We are not a 
travel club. Our mission is to entertain, 
inform, educate, and inspire our mem-
bers through our monthly meetings and 
to contribute to the local community by 
providing much-needed goods to those 
in need in Marion County. 

Our monthly meetings are scheduled 
for the third Thursday of each month at 
noon in the Recreation Center.  We do 
not meet during the summer months, 
but the board members are busy plan-
ning more entertainment, more excite-
ment, and just plain more! The board of 
directors includes Michele Croud, presi-
dent; Dolores Burke, first vice president; 
Marcia Meloni, second  vice president; 
Anita Martinetto, treasurer; Lois Row-
land, secretary; and chairwomen Jan 
Spielvogel, Patricia Pratt and Ellie Rich-
ards.  The first meeting will be on Thurs-
day, Sept. 18. 

Our 2024-2025 year was very success-
ful. Our members donated goods to the 
following charities: the Pearl Project, Pa-

triot Service Dogs, Arnett House, Florida 
Kids Helping Kids, Chuck’s Piggy Bank, 
Wear Gloves, Shepherd’s Lighthouse, 
Pay It Forward Outreach, and Operation 
Shoebox. 

In addition to these generous dona-
tions, a total of $9,500 was given to Em-
path Hospice of Marion County, which 
will go toward the renovation of the 
building that will house the Nancy Reny-
hart Dementia Education Program. Oth-
er programs voted on by the members 
received $1,000, including Shepherd’s 
Lighthouse, Operation Shoebox, Patriot 
Service Dogs, and the Arnett House.

A satisfaction survey was distribut-
ed to members, both past and present, 
for suggestions on ways to improve the 
meetings.   The board members will re-
view these results to identify potential 
ideas for implementation in the coming 
year.

A bunco fundraising event is sched-
uled for Wednesday, Nov. 19. The 
23rd  annual Fashion Show will be in 
March 2026, with the final date to be 
determined. We hope to see everyone 
again next season.

The club is open to all women resi-
dents who hold a valid resident ID or a 
Gateway of Services pass. If you are in-
terested in joining us, please contact Mi-
chele Croud, president, at 586-872-1966.

OTOWInfo.com
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Nancy Meininger

Michigan Club

Judy Parisi

Rhode Island
Group

The Rhode Island Group met on Sat-
urday, May 24, for lunch at Stone Creek 
Grille. As always, it was an enjoyable op-
portunity to share stories about Rhode 
Island and discuss summer plans, in-
cluding trips back north. Regrettably, we 
learned that two of our favorite restau-
rants are closed. The son of the founder 
of the Old Canteen on “The Hill” retired 
and sold the restaurant, and Matunuck 
Oyster Bar was recently closed due to a 
significant fire. We’re hoping the latter 
will rebuild. 

The Fourth of July brings picnics, 
fireworks, and fun-filled celebrations. It 
is also a time to reflect on what makes 
this day so special. On July 4, 1776, John 
Hancock, on behalf of Congress, signed 
the Declaration of Independence. This 
document contains the iconic words: 

“We hold these Truths to be self-evi-
dent, that all Men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty, and the Pur-
suit of Happiness. That to secure these 
Rights, Governments are instituted 
among Men, deriving their just Powers 
from the Consent of the Governed, that 
whenever any Form of Government be-
comes destructive of these Ends, it is the 
Right of the People to alter or to abolish 
it, and to institute new Government, lay-
ing its Foundation on such Principles, 
and organizing its Powers in such Form, 
as to them shall seem most likely to ef-
fect their Safety and Happiness.”  

In this document, the 13 Colonies de-
clared their independence from Great 
Britain and listed the reasons underly-
ing their actions. Interestingly, while the 
Colonies declared their independence 
on July 4, Rhode Island had already sev-
ered its allegiance to Great Britain on 
May 4, 1776 – a full two months earlier, 
in the act of Renunciation. 

Rhode Island viewed religious and 
political liberty as rights, not privileges 

What is summer like in Michigan? 
Close your eyes and … feel this crisp 
60-degree morning walk through a tril-
lium-floored forest with squirrels leap-
ing from tree to tree;   smell the damp, 
dark soil with Iris poking through, their 
velvety blooms open to the sun;   listen 
to the bird songs break the stillness 
that surrounds the deer standing in the 
meadow watching us.

Many things happen here that trig-
ger memories from decades ago. Look 
up. Northern lights splash across the 
midnight sky. Maple-seed spinners float 
down to the wet, dewy grass. Smell the 
lilacs in full bloom. These are all pieces 
of memories coming together from de-
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Rhode Island Group. 
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Michigan forest.

cades ago in this place we once called 
home.

Summer is a time of peace, fun, and 
memories all rolled into one. We look 
forward to campfires and endless walks 
on the beach. To discovering gifts nature 
has left for us among the Petoskey stones 
and water-polished sea glass waiting to 
be found.

We relish family dinners and games 
that last into the wee hours of the night. 
These are the reasons we pack up our 
whole selves and make the pilgrimage 
back to our roots each year.

We could do anything we want. We 
choose this. To make memories more.

Michigan Club is on a summer hiatus. 
Stay tuned for more information about 
our Oktoberfest potluck with Bavarian 
music on Sunday, Oct. 5, at 5 p.m. at the 
Arbor Conference Center Dance Studios 
I-II.

For more information about the Mich-
igan Club, text or call Nancy Meininger 
at 352-554-0757.

that could be taken by a King or Par-
liament, and opposed any actions that 
might impact her rights or trade. 

A major issue was the Stamp Act of 
1765, the first direct tax on the Colonies 
imposed by the British Parliament, re-
quiring colonists to pay a tax on various 
printed materials. It was widely protest-
ed in the colonies as it represented taxa-
tion without representation. Other acts 
followed, such as the Townshend and 
Intolerable Acts, motivating the Colo-

nists to fight for self-governance. 
Following the War for Independence, 

the United States Constitution was draft-
ed in 1787 and subsequently ratified by 
nine of the states by 1788, taking effect 
in 1789 with the Bill of Rights, the first 
10 Amendments to the Constitution, rat-
ified in 1791. The Bill of Rights provided 
specific guarantees of personal free-
doms and limitations on government 
powers. 

These documents lend meaning to 

our celebration of Independence Day, as 
they outline our nation’s core guiding 
principles. 

The Rhode Island Group meets peri-
odically for lunch to reminisce on our 
time there. We welcome all who have 
lived, studied, worked, or served in 
Rhode Island, as well as their families. 
If you are not on our email list, please 
contact Judith Parisi at judith.parisi@
gmail.com. 

ITEMS FOR SALE?
Email your ad to otownews@otowfl.com by noon 

on the 12th of the month. See 
Classifieds page for more information.

®

®
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Nancy Grabowski

What’s Cookin’?

Deb Thompson

Joy in the Mourning

Joy in the Mourning meets every Fri-
day from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. in the Arbor 
Activity Center Music Room.  Contact 
Deb at 352-445-4860 or Mimi at 954-254-
9187 for information. 

Although grief is a natural emotion 
when the one we love is no longer with 
us, yet, it is anything but natural to deal 
with. Faced with a myriad of emotions 
can be overwhelming and exhausting. 
Common questions are: when will this 
grief end? Will I ever return to a state of 
normalcy? Does anyone understand the 
loneliness and challenges I have? 

As we embark on the journey, we 
know that healing does not mean forget-
ting our loved ones. We understand that 
grief is a testament to the love we once 
shared, and we know life will never be 
the same. This does not mean our once-
familiar life, now altered, cannot be 
good. Most probable joy will be discov-
ered in time. 

In the “Grief Connection,” Gary Roe 
says, “Our world needs people who 
know grief and how to navigate loss 
well. You can be one of those people. So 
much of life is about overcoming adver-
sity and turning pain into purpose.” 

Have you ever stepped out of your 
comfort zone to help someone in need 
and then experienced a sense of satis-
faction and joy? The journey of work-
ing through grief does not have to be 
depressing or debilitating. Grief is as 
unique as the individual relationships 
were. However, connecting with others 
on this road to recovery is very helpful. 

The absence of pressure to move on 
is refreshing, while subtle motivation 
to keep moving forward is encouraging. 
Your pace is up to you. Dealing with the 
details of your grief is solely your design. 

“People will make all the difference in 
your grief process one way or the other. 
Limiting the influence of unsupportive 
people will guard your heart from addi-
tional pain and frustration,” says Gary 
Roe. 

The following poem is dedicated to 
Joy in the Mourning friends for their 
continual courageous efforts. 
Moving Through
By Deb Thompson
When it is time, you will know. 
No need for others to tell you so. 
Your heart and mind are working through every 

aspect. 
Please do no rush me, what I need is your respect. 
Years of loving and intimate sharing have become 

a part of me. 
So, if you do not understand, please let me be. 
Those who have experienced the cost of their 

soulmate’s loss are now faced with challenges 
where only we can be the boss. 

Changes take place in every part of life. 
The grief process is hard enough without additional 

strife! 
So, what can one do to transfer comfort toward 

you? 
A suggestion from the Bible that is honest and true, 

John 11:35, ‘Jesus wept’ as he understood what 
his friends were going through. 

Weeping may be outward or concealed in the heart. 
Compassion toward others is the best place to 

start. 

This dessert is especially good for 
those summer gatherings!

Banana Split Cake
1-1/2 sticks of butter, melted
3 cups of graham cracker crumbs
2 sticks butter, softened
2 cups confectioner’s sugar
2 eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
6-7 bananas
Lemon juice
1 cup crushed pineapple
Whipped cream or Cool Whip
Chopped nuts

Mix one and a half sticks of butter and graham 
cracker crumbs. Press into a 9x13 pan.

Beat two sticks of butter, sugar, eggs, and vanilla 
for 20 minutes then spread over the crust. 

Cut bananas, lengthwise, dip them in lemon juice, 
and arrange on filling.

Drain crushed pineapple and spread over bananas.
Cover with whipped cream or Cool Whip, sprinkle 

with chopped nuts.   Refrigerate for several hours or 
overnight.  Serve in small squares.

Kathy Bell

Freethinkers

“We establish no religion in this 
country. We command no worship. We 
mandate no belief, nor will we ever. 
Church and state are, and must remain, 
separate.” – Ronald Reagan

The Freethinkers Club, like all 
freethought communities, is committed 
to advocating for the full separation of 
church and state. We support the right 
of individuals to participate in any re-
ligion they like or no religion at all. As 
freethinkers, it is science  and reason 
which guides us in our decision making.

We welcome anyone on the continu-

um, from religious skeptic to atheist, to 
join us for our bimonthly presentations 
and discussion groups, where we learn 
about important topics and socialize 
with other non-theists. 

In June, Dr. Rod Broker, who is an 
academic, counselor, and former Lu-
theran minister, spoke on the topic, 

“Jesus without God,” and how it is pos-
sible to admire and emulate Jesus as an 
advocate for economic and social justice 
without believing in his divinity. 

On Sunday, June 22, ChatGPT was the 
featured speaker at our meeting, sitting 
in on a panel discussion with several of 
our freethinkers. And, of course, she 
showed us just how smart she is, not 
without a bit of humor. 

On Monday, June 23, our book club 
took a deep dive into “Prequel: An 
American Fight Against Fascism in the 
1930s” by Rachel Maddow. Freethinkers 
love to discuss and share a wealth of in-
sights and opinions!

Next up, we will hold a speed meeting 
(akin to speed dating, but without the 
dating part) on Sunday, July 6, so that 
freethinkers can get to know each other 

a bit better and spend five minutes chat-
ting with 10 others. We all have a story to 
tell about how we came to be freethink-
ers. 

On Sunday, July 20, our presentation, 
“Librarians Speak Out,” will feature li-
brarians from the Marion County Public 
Library System who will discuss library 
programs, and of great interest to free-
thinkers, how the banning of books af-
fects the library, librarians, and all of us 
with freedom of speech, as well as the 
expansion of our local branch, Freedom 
Library.

In addition to our twice-monthly 
meetings, we have three dining-out op-
portunities monthly at various restau-
rants, as well as occasional field trips 
and social gatherings. 

Our book club will announce its next 
selection by Monday, July 14, for the 
Monday, Aug.  25 meeting. If the Free-
thinkers Club is a good fit for you and 
you would like more information about 
our freethought community, visit  Free-
thinkersFlorida.com  or email  Freethin-
kersFlorida@gmail.com. We look for-
ward to meeting you soon.

We are a welcoming and affirming 
social group open to all. We are LG-
BTQ+ allies, providing a space for gath-
ering, socializing, and enjoying each 
other’s company. We host various ac-
tivities throughout the year, including 
coffee gatherings, luncheons, cookouts, 
dances, and other social gatherings. To 
get the latest information about all our 
events, visit SilverRainbowClub.com 
and our Facebook page (Silver Rainbow 
Club). Our annual club fee is $10 per 
person. 

We will be sponsoring a music trivia 
event on Sunday, Sept. 21. Fifty percent 
of all proceeds collected will be donated 
to Interfaith Emergency Services’ Food-
4-Kids Backpack Program. Tickets will 
go on sale in August. We hope to see you 
there!

Jeanne Bennett-Bailey

Silver Rainbow  
Club

RECYCLE OFTEN. 
RECYCLE RIGHT.

Visit OTOWInfo.com for a list of  
acceptable items to recycle.

TRASH COMPACTOR FULL?
Please take trash to another location. Do not 

place trash outside of trash compactor.

RESIDENT ID CARDS
Resident Services
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Monday through Friday
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Mary Lamp

Travel Toppers

Travel Toppers Tours and its volun-
teers practice safety procedures for resi-
dents participating in our tours. All resi-
dents must follow the directions of the 
volunteers when entering and exiting 
the parking lot located off SW 81st Loop. 
Golf carts and cars follow the same 
rules. Anyone who fails to follow safety 
procedures will be denied a reservation 
on future trips conducted by Travel Top-
pers Tours.

Reservations for Travel Toppers trips 
can be made Mondays through Fridays 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. with the coordi-
nators listed for each event.    Reserva-
tions can be made for only two people 
at a time, and guests will go on a wait-

list.  As this is a resident club, the board 
would like to give our residents priority. 
If there is availability, guests from the 
waitlist will be asked if they are still in-
terested in attending the trip.

The club has purchased tickets for 
the 2025-2026 performances at Suncoast 
Dinner Theater.  The tickets are $100 per 
person and include the performance, 
dinner, dessert, transportation, and 
tips.  The shows for 2025 are as follows, 
with the first date indicating the perfor-
mance date and the second date indi-
cating when the coordinator will begin 
taking reservations. The coordinator’s 
contact information is also provided.   

“Grease The Musical,” Oct. 18, Aug. 4, 
Diane Knox, 352-390-2386; “Million Dol-
lar Quartet,” Nov. 15, Sept. 8, Lisa Ad-
ams, 407-325-9863; and “Sunkicks Home 
for Christmas,” Dec. 13, Oct. 6, Sharon 
Stetson, 207-838-3776.  Like all our trips, 
payment must be made by check only 
and is non-refundable unless a waitlist 
is available.  

Bruce Kanner

The Jewish Club

The Merriam-Webster dictionary de-
fines the word “pivot” in several ways, 
including as an adjustment or modifica-
tion made to adapt or improve. The Jew-
ish Club had to pivot in May when the 
scheduled speaker canceled just weeks 
before the monthly meeting.

Second Vice President Lois Trepper 
came to the rescue with, “Let’s have 
an ice cream social!” Lois, co-chair 
Sue Miller, and their hospitality com-
mittee volunteers served three types 
of ice cream – chocolate, vanilla, and 
sugar-free – along with toppings to the 
68 members at the last meeting of the 
season on Sunday, May 18 at the Arbor 
Conference Center Dance Studios I-IV. 
Several members said it was nice and 
a welcome change of pace to sit and 
talk with friends while enjoying the ice 
cream during the meeting.

Kate Beeders gave a presentation high-
lighting some companies that originated 
in Israel. She pointed out Israel has be-
come a global tech powerhouse. “It has 
more start-ups per capita than any other 
country and has produced over 100 uni-
corns, companies valued at $1 billion-
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Jewish Club members get ready to enjoy an ice cream social in May.

plus,” she said. Some of the companies 
and inventions she cited included Waze, 
Epilady, the cherry tomato, modern drip 
irrigation, and the pill cam.

In honor of Memorial Day, Jay Wal-
let spoke about the Soldiers’ Section of 
the Hebrew Cemetery in Richmond, Vir-
ginia. It is the only cemetery outside of 
Israel that is only for Jewish soldiers. Ac-
cording to Jay, “There is an iron fence, 
considered a work of art, surrounding 
it.” 

It was a beautiful day, sunny and 
breezy, on Thursday, May 1, as about 
20 members enjoyed the Singing River 
Cruise aboard a 40-foot pontoon boat ex-
ploring the nearby Rainbow and Withla-
coochee Rivers. Of course, Captain Jon 
Semmes broke out the guitar and ser-
enaded the group with his customary 
Florida songs. Thanks to Linda Devine 
of the social committee for organizing 
this fun outing.

You do not have to be Jewish to be a 
member of the Jewish Club. The club 
promotes understanding and respect 
for Jewish people and their history, cus-
toms, and culture through social and 
educational activities. Annual dues are 
$18 per person. The Jewish Club holds 
meetings in both The Lodge at Candler 
Hills and the Arbor Conference Center.

For more information about the 
Jewish Club or for membership inqui-
ries, please contact Audrey Wolotsky at 
audw27@gmail.com.

Reservations are now being taken 
for the Cirque du Soleil production of 

“Drawn to Life” on Sunday, Sept. 21, at 
4 p.m. at Disney Springs.  Disney anima-
tion art comes to life in a way that has 
never been possible before, thanks to 
legendary Disney music and Cirque du 
Soleil’s inventive acrobatic performanc-
es.   To reserve, call Allan Rickards at 352-
216-0528 or 352-390-3075.    The price is 
$112 per person and includes the show, 
transportation, and driver tips.  Lunch is 
on your own.   Please note that walking 
and stairs are required at the theater.

We are still taking reservations for 
our Valentine’s Day cruise from Feb. 14 
to 21, 2026, aboard Celebrity’s Apex.  If 
you are interested, please call Linda 
Hein at 352-861-9880.

We are pleased to offer a 16-day trip, 
“Highlights of Route 66,” from Sept.  18 
to Oct. 4, 2026.   This tour departs from 
Chicago and then travels through eight 
states, concluding in Los Angeles.   The 
price is $4,719 per person and includes 

escorted tours, accommodations, trans-
portation, prepaid gratuities, travel in-
surance, and transportation to and from 
Ocala.   The deposit is $649 per person, 
with the final payment due on June 30, 
2026.    For more information, contact 
Linda Hein at 352-861-9880.

All our trips require payment by check 
only, which is nonrefundable. Traveltop-
perstours.com offers more details and 
up-to-date information about our trips. 
Trips sponsored by Travel Toppers Tours 
are open only to residents with a valid 
resident ID or Gateway of Services pass. 
Copies of Gateway of Services passes 
must be submitted with the resident’s 
check to prove the resident is current 
for 2025. Any non-resident who partici-
pates must be a guest of a resident club 
member.

EMERGENCY AFTER-HOURS PHONE 
NUMBER

352-236-OTOW (236-6869)
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Heather Tahan

SPCA of  
Marion County

If you love animals, please consider 
joining the SPCA of Marion County, a 
501(c)(3) organization helping Marion 
County pets in need. Although we are 
taking a hiatus from the Thursday Circle 
Square Commons Farmers Market dur-
ing the summer, you are welcome to 
attend our monthly meeting. We meet 
every third Thursday at 1 p.m. at the 
Friendship Baptist Church Fellowship 
Hall, 9510 SW 105th Street, Ocala, Flor-
ida 34481. To learn more, please visit 
SPCAofMarionCounty.weebly.com, fol-
low us on Facebook (Marion County Fl 
SPCA), or email spca.marion.county@
gmail.com. 

Our next meeting will be on Thurs-
day, July 17. Donations of pet food and 
supplies will be accepted at the porch of 
Evelyn Sarns Holiday, located at 8880-C 
SW 94th St, Ocala, Florida 34481. To pre-
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To find out more about adopting this sweet two-year-old, well-
behaved, housebroken male poodle mix, please contact Dawn at 
dcindc3@verizon.net.

vent accidental ingestion by pets, please 
refrain from using staples to close open 
bags. 

Save the dates: Friday, Nov. 7, and Sat-
urday, Nov. 8, we will be hosting a mur-
der mystery dinner featuring one of the 
theatre groups. More to come soon!

Protect your pets during Florida’s 
summer heat and hurricane season. 
Florida summers bring intense heat and 
hurricane threats, making pet safety a 
top priority for every owner. With a little 
planning, you can keep your furry com-
panions safe through both. High tem-
peratures and humidity can be danger-
ous for pets. Always provide fresh, cool 
water and avoid outdoor activities dur-
ing peak heat (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.). Walk 
dogs early in the morning or after sunset 
and check the pavement with your hand 
– if it’s too hot for you, it’s too hot for 
them. 

Never leave pets in a parked car, 
even for a few minutes. Temperatures 
inside can soar in seconds. Watch for 
signs such as heavy panting, drooling, 
lethargy, or collapse, and contact a vet-
erinarian immediately if they appear. 

Keep pets indoors and provide shade 
and cooling tools, such as fans, cooling 
mats, or even kiddie pools, to help them 
stay comfortable. Leaving a pet in a hot 
car is also considered animal cruelty per 
Florida law.

Another risk of Florida summers is 
hurricane season, which runs from June 
through November. To be prepared, cre-
ate a pet emergency kit that includes 
food, water, medications, vaccination 
records, leashes, carriers, and comfort 
items. Keep ID tags updated and con-
sider microchipping your pets in case 
you’re separated. Have a list of pet-
friendly shelters or hotels in advance. 
Proof of vaccinations will be required, so 
be sure to keep your pets up to date and 
have their medical records handy. Never 
leave pets behind during an evacuation; 
if it’s not safe for you, it’s not safe for 
them. Lastly, keep a current photo of 
your pet and be aware of their hiding 
spots at home. Be sure to block those 
hiding places before a storm. Keeping 
your pet safe from heat and hurricanes 
shows the love and responsibility every 
animal deserves.

“No act of kindness, no matter how 
small, is ever wasted.” – Aesop

Amy Ingram

Ohio Buckeyes  
Social Club

On Top of the WorldOn Top of the World
OCALA, FLORIDAOCALA, FLORIDA

BUCKEYESBUCKEYES
SOCIAL CLUBSOCIAL CLUB

Est. 2022Est. 2022

On Thursday, July 3, the Ohio Buck-
eyes Social Club will be hosting our In-
dependence Day Celebration party at 
The Lodge at Candler Hills poolside pa-
vilion from 4 to 7:30 p.m. The club will 
provide all the meat and fixings for ham-
burgers and hot dogs. Members will en-
joy music, a 50/50 raffle, mini axe throw-
ing, and cornhole competitions. Space 
is limited, and members must RSVP for 
this event.

Other events to be held this year in-

clude a Halloween party with a chili 
cook-off, our annual Christmas party 
as well as the fall football game watch 
parties. Our first game watch party will 
be held in the Recreation Center Derby 
Room on Saturday, Aug. 30, when The 
Ohio State Buckeyes take on the Texas 
Longhorns. Kickoff is set for noon. Seat-
ing is limited, so members will be re-
quired to RSVP. Do not miss out on all 
the fun; the time to join the club is now. 

If you are interested in joining or re-
newing your membership to the Ohio 
Buckeyes Social Club, email us at buck-
eyefans34481@gmail.com. Annual dues 
are $20 per person, and the club is open 
to any resident with ties or an interest in 
the state of Ohio. You can also look for 
us on Facebook (Residents of On Top of 
the World Buckeye Social Club).

Lydia Kuust

Blue Indigo East
Democratic Club

The Indigo East Democratic Club 
meets on the fourth Monday of every 
month in the 

Indigo East Community Center Ball-
room at 2 p.m. Our next meeting is 
scheduled for Monday, July 28.

We chose to have a shorter meeting 
in May since this meeting date fell on a 
holiday. Our members had expressed an 
interest in hearing about various inde-
pendent sources where they could fol-
low newsworthy events as they happen 
in our country. Lydia Kuust provided 

that information.
Nancy Carp spoke at our June meet-

ing. As a continuation of the information 
offered in May, she shared social media 
sources about news happenings and 
sharing opinions about those events.

In April, we heard from Tristin Baker, 
a representative for Isaiah’s 117 House, 
which provides a more supportive, less 
traumatic transition for children taken 
from their homes and placed into foster 
care. Our club has chosen to support this 
cause. Currently, they are still in need of 
lemonade mix and cups, so please think 
about bringing some of those to our next 
meeting. Isaiah’s 117 House offers lem-
onade to visitors at farmer’s markets 
and other local events as people stop by 
their booth to learn about this organiza-
tion.

We have a full slate of officers and a 
board of directors, but we continue to 
need more volunteers for our various 

committees. If you are interested, please 
contact me – in person at our meetings 
or using the contact information below.

In this time of uncertainty, we need 
to connect and support one another. At-
tending and participating in our meet-
ings offers an opportunity to be with 
others who share similar beliefs. Since 
our inception, our member roster has 
continued to grow with each meeting.

Democrat or not, you will be wel-
comed the next time we meet. If you 
need a ride to this meeting, please let 
me know at least a few days in advance. 
You may contact me on 802-345-0669. I 
do not answer my phone if I don’t rec-
ognize your number, so please leave me 
a message, and I will return your call or 
send me a text at the same number.

You may also send an email to iedem-
ocrats@yahoo.com. I look forward to 
seeing you at our next meeting.

FREE ARBOR FITNESS CENTER ORIENTATIONS
Orientations 

Thursdays, at 1 p.m.

352-854-8707 ext. 7638
Space is limited. Call for an appointment.
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Where the fun never ends!

By Leslee Stephens
We are thrilled to announce the 

launch of our World-Class Active Aging 
(WCAA) program, an exciting new virtu-
al wellness initiative offered three days 
a week at The Lodge at Candler Hills 

Photo by Leslee Stephens

World-Class Active Aging fitness class at The Landing.

Introducing World-Class 
Active Aging

and The Landing at 8:30 a.m. Designed 
to support vibrant, healthy lifestyles, 
WCAA offers residents a dynamic mix 
of video-guided fitness classes that pro-
mote mobility, strength, flexibility, and 

heart health.
Each 30- to 45-minute session is cu-

rated to align with the principles of ac-
tive aging, making it a perfect addition 
to anyone’s weekly routine. Whether 
you’re looking to boost your cardio-
vascular endurance, build muscular 
strength, enjoy the rhythm of dance, or 
find calm and flexibility through stretch-
ing, WCAA has something for you.

We’re proud to report that each class 
consistently sees participation from 
about 30 residents, all enjoying the op-

portunity to move freely in spacious, 
comfortable settings. Both The Lodge 
at Candler Hills and The Landing offer 
ample room for participants to spread 
out and move confidently, ensuring a 
safe and supportive environment for all 
fitness levels.

Our residents have quickly embraced 
the WCAA program, noting the increased 
energy, improved mobility, and positive 
mood they experience after class. It’s 
more than just fitness. It’s an uplifting 
way to start the day, connect with neigh-
bors, and prioritize personal wellness. 

As we continue to grow this initiative, 
we’ll be expanding our video library to 
include even more class styles, such as 
balance training, meditation, and low-
impact aerobics. Our goal is to keep the 
program fresh, engaging, and inclusive 
for all participants, no matter their abil-
ity or fitness level.

WCAA is more than a class; it’s a com-
mitment to aging well, staying active, 
and making wellness a fun, consistent 
part of life. With expert-led videos, a 
supportive group setting, and a welcom-
ing environment, these sessions are an 
outstanding way to invest in your health.

So, lace up your sneakers, grab a wa-
ter bottle, and come join us at The Lodge 
at Candler Hills or The Landing. Let’s 
move together, laugh together, and stay 
strong together, because aging actively 
is the best way to age well. Reminder: 
these videos are also located at Indigo 
East Fitness Center and the Arbor Fit-
ness Center (Fitness On Demand) for 
your enjoyment.

World-Class Active Aging is here, and 
it’s changing the way we start our morn-
ings for the better.

The Dartball Club was formed in late 
2023 and meets at 5 p.m. every Wednes-
day at the softball pavilion. We currently 
have about 20 active members.

The first dartball board was intro-
duced by the Apex company in 1923. 
On March 31, 1941, Life magazine ran a 
story on dartball, stating that Philadel-
phia, Kansas City, and Milwaukee were 
strongholds of the sport.

What is dartball? Dartball is a game in 
which darts are thrown at a large wood-
en or homasote board that resembles a 
baseball field, with colored areas denot-
ing bases. Dartball uses baseball-like 
rules and scoring.

Dartball rules and board configura-
tions vary from league to league, with 
teams comprising either seven or nine 
players plus alternates.

Dartball teams are usually formed 
by churches, often playing their games 
during the fall and winter months in 
church basements or communal areas, 
and known as “church leagues.” There 
are also “city leagues” comprised of 
taverns and organizations, such as the 
Knights of Columbus, VFW, Moose, and 
Elks Clubs. Most leagues end their sea-
sons with championship tournaments.

Dartball games can be competitive; 
just as in baseball, the opposing team 
and its supporters may attempt to dis-
tract the “batter.” In each match played, 
there are three individual nine-inning 
games.

The Dartball Club does not currently 
have set teams. We draw cards for teams 
each week to determine teams for the 
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Dartboard in play.

What is Dartball?
By Gerry Meier

night.
The player throwing darts is the “bat-

ter.” Darts can be thrown overhand or 
underhand. Players throw darts toward 
the playing field from the pitcher’s line 
at a distance of 20 to 25 feet. Where the 
dart lands on the board determines the 
outcome of each pitch. 

The batter continues to throw darts 
until they are safe or out. A batter is con-
sidered safe if their dart lands on first, 
second, or third base or by any combi-
nation of plays that put him safely “on 
base.” A run is scored when a player ad-
vances safely around first, second, and 
third base and returns safely to home 
plate. 

A player may score by hitting a home 
run or by any combination of plays after 
he is “on base” (first, second, or third 
base) by subsequent batters getting ei-
ther base hits or a home run that brings 
him home. A player who advances 
around all of the bases to score is cred-
ited with a run (R). While runs scored 
are considered an important batting sta-
tistic, runs batted in (RBIs) are regarded 
as higher. 

Once the player has concluded their 
turn at bat, the next player on the team 
follows suit until the team makes three 
outs. Then, the other team has its turn 
up to bat. 

The game concludes at the end of 
nine innings, with the team scoring the 
most runs winning the game. 

For more information on dartball, 
see “Resident Clubs & Groups” on the 
OTOW App.

Looking for a real game – one that 
challenges your body, sharpens your 
mind, and connects you with a great 
community? Welcome to tennis.

Tennis is a game of passion, compe-
tition, and continuous learning. It’s not 
easy, and it’s not for everyone. But if you 
want to challenge yourself, champion 
your health, and stay sharp, then accept 
no substitutes. 

Whether you’re returning to the 
game or picking up a racquet for the first 
time in years, we’re here to help you get 
started, improve, and have fun.

Our teaching pro, Jorge Privat, and the 
Tennis Club have been working hard to 
elevate tennis in our community. We be-
gan by surveying players to understand 
their needs. That feedback guided us in 
expanding monthly clinics, adding ses-
sions led by advanced players, and mak-
ing loaner racquets, balls, and hoppers 
available to those rejoining the game.

Over the past year, we’ve held a suc-
cessful picnic at the Veterans Park and 
a variety of themed clinics. Kathy Kelly 
and Brenda Foster ran a ball machine 
clinic that helped players improve their 
groundstrokes, backhands, and volleys. 
Rob Schween led serve-focused clinics, 
while Leslie O’Brien offered drop shot 
training –  an underrated skill, even if 
it’s not the friendliest shot on the court.

We also teamed up with trainer John 

Photo by Brenda Foster 

Tennis Teaching Pro Jorge Privat and club members learn tennis fitness from John Gibson.

Tennis – It's a Passion
By Brenda Foster

Gibson at the Arbor Fitness Center to 
learn how to stay fit and injury-free 
through tennis-specific workouts. And 
when it was time for a break, we gath-
ered at The Club at Candler Hills to 
enjoy food, drinks, and the Australian 
Open finals with fellow fans.

One exciting development is our new 
inter-community tennis socials with 
Stone Creek and Spruce Creek. Each 
month, five mixed doubles teams (3.0–
3.5 level) from two communities face off, 
followed by snacks, music, and a show-
case match between each community’s 
4.0-plus players. Our first event was held 
Thursday, June 19 at Stone Creek – check 
Facebook for results.

Looking ahead, we’re planning more 
social events, trips to the USTA National 
Campus and the University of Florida, 
watch parties, and new tennis shirts. 
Even better, court resurfacing is sched-
uled for 2026!

Much of this progress is thanks to 
our dedicated committee: Al Contarino, 
Nicole Eddy, Brenda Foster, Walter Ga-
las, Kathy Kelly, Butch Mulligan, Rob 
Schween, and Bridget Trenkle. When 
you see them, offer a well-deserved 

“thank you.”
You’ve survived decades of life. You 

can handle a tennis ball.
For more info, contact Brenda Foster 

at brenda@gcfonline.com or follow us 
on Facebook (OTOW Tennis).
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Matt Hibbs
352-854-2765
matt_hibbs@otowfl.com

Golf

Well, we are officially halfway through 
2025, and we’re just a day away from 
Independence Day. The Fourth of July 
has always reminded me of fireworks, 
parades, barbecues, picnics, fairs, golf, 
baseball, and fun. What memories come 
to mind when you think of this memo-
rable holiday?

July also brings us the fourth ma-
jor golf championship of the year, the 
153rd Open Championship. This year’s 
event returns to the Royal Portrush Golf 
Club, where Shane Lowry triumphed in 
2019. Here are the professional picks for 

this year’s Open Championship: Matt – 
Tommy Fleetwood, Denise – Shane Low-
ry, Russ – Rory McIlroy, Dean McCann 
– Shane Lowry, and Kelsey Hummer – 
Scottie Scheffler.

The On Top of the World Golf Club 
will host the annual Fourth of July golf 
tournament. This year’s event will take 
place on Friday, July 4, with a 9 a.m. shot-
gun start. You can create your team for 
$20 per player, which includes awards 
and prizes. The format will be one best 
ball of a foursome. Please register in 
your respective Golf Shop.

With aerification in full swing and 
course closure rotations underway, this 
is a great time to discuss aerification. Al-
though you may only see the effects on 
the surface, the impact of aerification 
goes deep into the soil profile and pro-
vides several benefits for years to come. 

By mechanically removing organic 
matter, we create additional pore space 

for oxygen, nutrients, and water while 
also providing an area for new roots to 
grow. Aerification can significantly im-
prove drainage, which is especially im-
portant during the summer rainy sea-
son. In Florida, the slower golf season 
coincides with the warmer growing sea-
son, allowing the turf to recover quickly 
and reducing the impact on golfers for 
the remainder of the year.
Upcoming Events

•	 Friday, July 4: Fourth of July World 
Event at The Links and The Tor-
toise & The Hare. 

World Accolades
THE LINKS: LuLu Kerfkoff shot one un-

der par with a score of 71. Richard Doyle 
with an eagle on hole #3.
THE TORTOISE & THE HARE: John May-

field and Paul Snyder each had a hole-in-
one on hole #15, while Lori Pizzini had a 

hole-in-one on hole #6. 
Congratulations to all of you for these 

outstanding accomplishments!
Golf Tip of the Month

How many of you want to improve 
both your accuracy and distance? I bet 
that includes everyone who plays golf! 
Many golfers tend to swing with just 
their arms, which limits their potential. 
To help enhance both areas, focus on 
completing your golf swing. Here are a 
couple of key points to keep in mind:

1.	 Complete your turn by ensuring 
your belt buckle is pointing to-
ward the target after striking the 
ball.

2.	 Make sure that 90% of your weight 
is on your front foot at the end of 
your swing. Your back foot should 
simply help with balance.

By concentrating on these two funda-
mentals, you should see improvements 
in both distance and consistency.

Vincent Stevens

Cornhole Club

Vern Kessler

Horseshoes Club

Summer has arrived a bit sooner 
than expected and carried a definite im-
pact.   Words of wisdom for all outdoor 
activities are to slow down and stay hy-
drated.     

Open play sessions continued at near-
full-house levels on most occasions de-
spite the annual snowbird departures 
and the 90-plus-degree afternoon heat. 
All league activities remain on hiatus 
over the summer months.  

OPEN PLAY: Despite the afternoon heat, 
all of our regular members are keeping 
our open play sessions at full house level 
on most occasions, even on Thursdays, 

which has typically been one of our 
slower afternoons.  

As usual, we continue to use our “pok-
er chip” method to assign play lanes 
and partners randomly.    This method 
allows members to play with or against 
others at all skill levels and typically 
provides somewhat evenly matched 
teams.   Should the random method re-
sult in significantly mismatched teams, 
players are free to make adjustments 
within their particular foursome or re-
fer the issue to the open play host.   

We continue to assign lanes and part-
ners when 20 members (the venue’s 
capacity) are on site.  Members arriving 
after play has begun can wait for a lane 
to clear or set up boards on the grass 
alongside the courts.  
LEAGUE: All league activities re-

main on hiatus during the summer 
months.  League activities are expected 
to return in the fall.  

Horseshoes is the most fun you can 
have with two and a half pounds of steel. 

The Horseshoe Club wishes to give a 

big thanks to the On Top of The World 
Recreation and Maintenance depart-
ments for supplying the horseshoe pits 
with fresh red clay dirt. 

The Horseshoe Club does not charge 
any fees associated with becoming a 
member of the club. All the equipment 
needed to pitch horseshoes is furnished 
to the club by On Top of the World. Dur-
ing the regular weekly pitching time, the 

club makes a donation jar available for 
anyone who wishes to make a voluntary 
contribution. These funds are used to 
offset the club’s minimal expenses. 

This is a great time of the year for any-
one interested in the Horseshoe Club 
and pitching horseshoes to come out 
and join the club on Tuesday mornings. 
In the summer months, the club has 
open pitching. Open pitching means 
that the club members just pitch against 
themselves, and when interested resi-
dents come to visit the club, a club mem-
ber has ample time to assist them with 
the finer points of pitching shoes. This 
is a great opportunity for individuals to 
assess their interest in continuing with 

the club as a member. 
The club pitches horseshoes on Tues-

days at 9 a.m. at the Veterans Park pits. 
Practices on Thursdays start at 9 a.m. 
Members are encouraged to attend prac-
tice. This is a time when each member 
helps the others with the method of 
pitching the shoe for points and ring-
ers. The more a member practices, the 
luckier they get. 

Residents are invited to join our club 
and experience the fun at the horseshoe 
pits in the Veterans Park. Please note 
that horseshoe pits are available almost 
every day for residents.

Contact Vern Kessler at 321-268-3179 
with any questions. 
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John Yenne

Men’s Golf
Association

Jo Della Penna

Ladies 18-Hole
Golf Association

Beth Wolinsky

Candler Hills  
Ladies 18-Hole

We are now into our second month 
of the closing of the Candler Hills Golf 
Course. Driving by, it certainly looks like 
a wasteland and a far cry from our beau-
tiful course. It will be interesting to view 
the progress as work continues.

Golf has its own vocabulary. From 
birdie to ace to calling the green the 
dance floor, it runs the gamut. There 
is one term, however, that is quite fas-
cinating –  the platypus. This refers to 
a ball that is hit out of bounds, but the 
player still manages to make par. The 
platypus is pretty rare, and so is making 
a par after hitting it out of bounds. May 
we all be so lucky to get a platypus!

One of the last events before Candler 
Hills closed was Carnival Day. This is al-
ways fun, and it was no exception this 
year. We made our way through a myri-
ad of unusual holes, laughing and enjoy-
ing ourselves. 

We look forward to next year’s Carni-
val Day and thank Sandy Snyder and her 
team for all their efforts in setting every-
thing up.

Please remember to stay hydrated 
once again. Summer is upon us, and the 
need for hydration is even greater.

Finally, be careful out there and be-
lieve, achieve and enjoy golf.

Carnival Golf Day (Individual)
May 1

Flight 1: 50–Gail Lagrange. Tie at 54–Sandra Man-
sfield, Faun Doctor. Tie at 55–Christine Giza, Gayla 
Aldridge. Flight 2: 53–Lori Pizzini. 54–Page Falcon-
er. 55–Judi McGuinness. 56–Mary Dawson. 57–Jill 
Strey. 
Flight 3: 47–Lynne Dickson. 55–Kathleen Goodwin. 
58–Janette Sheil. 60–Vickie Noltensmeyer. 61–
Debby Wilson. 
Flight 4: 56–Patty Whitley. 57–Janelle Gluckman. 
58–Ellen Brin. 61–Liz Pruss. 62–MJ Strelec. 
Flight 5: 59–Brenda Hofmann. 60–Virginia Madura. 
61–Donna Isaac. Tie at 64–Teri Stecker, Susanne 
Mullineaux, Connie Norris. 
Flight 6: 57–Nancy Skoch. 59–Anne Dahlen. 61–
Donna McCombs. 
Flight 7: 58–Jana McElroy. 60–Marla Bennett. 
61–Connie Lukas. 62–Sandra Randles. 63–Donna 
Townsend. 
Flight 8: 59–Terry Lemesh. 66–Joyce Thomas. Tie at 
67–Grace Turato, Nancy Olson, Kathy Sparks. 
Flight 9: 59–Carol Deahl. Tie at 65–Marianne Hoff-
mann, Paula Wadsworth. Tie at 66–Jeanne Newman, 
Patty Snyder.

Black Tee Scramble
May 6/The Tortoise & The Hare

41–Page Falconer, Joann Della Penna, Robin Le-
Master, Susan Martin. Tie at 42–Christine Giza, MJ 
Strelec, Robyn Attwood, Connie Lukas, Lisa Free, 
Janette Sheil, Jean Czachor, Carol Carney. Tie at 
43–Judi McGuiness, Cho Yulan, Eileen Gustavus, Liz 
Lang, Sandy Snyder, Cindy Channell, Nancy Zielinski, 
Rosann Ross, Linda Taylor, Mary Ruffner, Diane Hart-
man, Donna Townsend. Tie at 44–Virginia Combs, 
Debra DeMatteo, May Chin, Sharon Fairclough, 
Joyce Jones, Pamela Robison, Sandra Randles, Va 
Donna Hall, Kathleen Goodwin, Connie Norris, Terry 
Lemesh, Laurel Staiger, Vickie Noltsenmeyer, Dee 
Dahowski, Marte Dobosh, Beverly Ovrebo, Debby 
Wilson, Jane Hall, Joann Ropel.

Low Gross/Low Net (Individual)
May 13/The Links

Gross
Flight 1: E–Sandy Snyder. +6–Gayla Aldridge.
Flight 2: +13–Jill Strey. +17–Patty Whitley.
Flight 3: +16–Susan Martin. +20–Debra DeMatteo.
Flight 4: +24–Robin Le Master. +29–Nancy Zielinski.
Flight 5: +27–Connie Lukas. +28–Joann Ropel.

Net
Flight 1: +1–Shelly Karsnitz. +3–Laurel Staiger
Flight 2: -1–Joyce Jones. +4–Liz Pruss.
Flight 3: E–Brenda Hoffman. +4–Beth Wolinski.
Flight 4: +6–Robyn Atwood. +8–Peggy Shanfelt.
Flight 5: E–Renee Middleton. +8–Barbara Vincent.

6/6/6 Partners
May 20/The Tortoise & The Hare

Flight 1: 69–Peggy Wiechman & Vickie Noltsenmey-
er. Tie at 70–Va Donna Hall & Linda Taylor. Christine 
Giza & Michelle Otto. Tie at 71–Kathleen Goodwin 
& Judie Anderson, Jill Strey & Susan Martin. Tie at 
73–Joanne Woolery & Lulu Kerkhoff, Lynn Colomb & 
Bobbie Wiener. Tie at 74–Christine McIntire & Judi 

They say only mad dogs and golfers 
chase after balls in the Florida sum-
mer sun. And here we are. In July, par is 
nice, but surviving without heat stroke is 
even better. As summer settles in on the 
Men’s Golf Association, consider these 
words of wisdom:

•	 Drink plenty of water before, dur-
ing, and after your round, and ap-
ply sunscreen generously.

•	 Keep a cool towel handy.
•	 Wear light-colored, moisture-

wicking clothing and a wide-
brimmed hat.

•	 Be mindful of the signs of heat-re-
lated illness, including dizziness, 
headache, muscle cramps, or nau-
sea. Stop playing and seek a place 
to cool off if you suspect it.

•	 Good players study the greens, 
but great ones study the shade.

And this summer, if your ball ends up 
in the trees, don’t see it as trouble – see 
it as mercy.

Membership has increased to 265. 
Please welcome our newest members: 
David Roach,  Bruce Rothenberg, Rick 
DeRoven, Jeff Gerber, Bill McElroy, Mike 
Inge, August Rosenberger, David Perry, 
Mark Durso, Cecil Avery, Denis Bricker, 
Randy Kajewski, Greg Dietrich, Brian 
Dittrich, and Mike Benes.

Make sure you sign up early for all of 
our events to guarantee yourself a spot 
in the weekly competition.

Put these upcoming Wednesdays in 
your calendar:

•	 July 9: 3 Best Balls (The Tortoise & 
The Hare)

•	 July 16: Team Two Best Balls, Four 
Clubs & a Putter (The Links)

•	 July 23: Individual Net (The Tor-
toise & The Hare)

•	 July 30: 1-2-3 Best Balls (The Links)
For upcoming events and a new tip-

of-the-month feature, visit www.otow-
mga.com.

Chicken Day Scramble
June 4/The Links

Tie at 53–John Yenne, Jim Bobowski, Paul Snyder, 
Bruce Green; Tom Neville, Vernon Kessler, Dennis 
Kissen, Mike Inge. Tie at 54–Rick Schriewer, Rick 
Deroven, Terry Rizer, John Evans; Don Livingston, 
Paul Stoecklin, Patrick Schwinn, Carl Zeiler; Tim 
Carlisle, Michael Almon, Bob Leiter, Clarence Hig-
don. 55–Kevin McGuinness, Joseph Stefani, Joe 
Baumgartner. Tie at 56–Ray Kallai, Ray Christ, Joe 
Pruss; Ron Pratt, David Metzger, Dale Budd, Tary 

Bole; Doug Buckler, David Emmons, John Snyder, 
Leonard Ruble; Paul Derosso, Percy Millet, Mike 
Clancy, John Johnson; Dan Goggin, Wally Wohlleber, 
Raymond Hendrix;  John Herman, Gerry Messenger, 
Larry Turner, Bill Kenyon; Doyce Mathis, Gary Niland, 
Bob Epps, Greg Brown. Tie at 57–Rick Plesea, Louis 
Heger, Bob Lieberman, Edwin Ortiz; Dick Emmons, 
Joseph Mendola, Dennis McCourt, Mario Grosso; 
Jerry Williams, Roger Sparks, Bigelow Robinson, 
Richard Deschenes.

Mc Guiness, Gayla Aldridge & Shelly Karsnitz.
Flight 2: 70–Joyce Jones & Donna Brunell. 73–Debra 
DeMatteo & Robyn Atwood. 74–Sandra Randals & 
Donna Isaac. Tie at 75–Sandra Mansfield & Renee 
Middleton, Robin Le Master & Marla Bennett, Diane 
Hartman & Terry Lemesh. Tie at 77–Peggy Shanfelt 
& Joann Delmar, Barbara Vincent & Paula Lilly.

One Gross, One Net Best Ball
May 27/The Links

143–Susanne Mullineaux, Judie Anderson, Sharon 
Fairclough, Connie Lukas. 146–Diane Hartman, 
Patty Whitley, Christine Giza, Ronda Richley. Tie 
at 147–Cindy Channell, Susan Martin, Darlene De 
Berry, Anne Dahlen, Robin Le Master, Bobbie Wie-
ner, Sandy Snyder, Terry Lemesh.
Tie at 149–Nancy Zielinski, Joyce Jones, Va Donna 
Hall, Liz Lang, Barbara Vincent, Liz Pruss, Marcela 
Nunez, Lori Pizzini.

Two things to remember when play-
ing in the summer heat: sunscreen and 
hydration! Drink lots of water and reap-
ply sunscreen after nine holes.

Robin Storch Scheraga

Wellness Cancer  
Support Group

We meet casually on the first of every 
month at 10 a.m. Please join us at the 
tables in the hallway next to Sid’s Coffee 
Shop & Deli at Circle Square Commons.

Please contact me directly if you need 
information about local or Zoom cancer 
support groups or general information 
about treatment support. My contact in-
formation is listed in the telephone di-
rectory.

RESIDENT SERVICES
Friendship Commons

8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday

otowservice@otowfl.com
352-236-OTOW (236-6869)



29CJuly 2025 The World News

John Schoenherr

R/C Car Club

Ray Ihlenburg

R/C Flyers Club

If it rolls, floats, climbs, or flies, 
chances are it has been modeled and 
radio-controlled. Flying a radio-con-
trolled (R/C) airplane has one challenge 
that other forms of R/C modeling do not 
present to the operator. Consider that 
the R/C train engineer has the track; 
the R/C car driver has to steer the car 
around the track or course. The R/C sail-
or has several unique variables to con-
tend with, including the sails, hull, and 
water. However, they work in conjunc-
tion with the rudder to steer the yacht. 
These R/C models are two-dimensional, 
requiring steering and application or 
management of energy for power. 

The challenges the R/C pilot must con-
tend with are an extra dimension known 
as a pitch for 3D operation and an un-
forgiving boundary called the ground. 

During our races, there are often 
spectators who are curious about what 
R/C racing is all about. A very common 
question is, “How do I get started?” The 
R/C Car Club is very aware of the anxiety 
that newcomers to the sport experience 
about getting started in racing, and the 
club has created several classes of races 
designed to help rookies get started.

The first step that a new driver can 
take is to ask any of the members how 
the races are organized. So don’t be shy, 
just ask.

The easiest racing to get started in is 
slot cars. Purchase a car, which costs 
approximately $60, and start racing. Be-
fore you decide to buy a car, talk to the 
experienced drivers about the options 
available in slot car racing.

The longest-running class of cars for 
new members who race on the outdoor 
track is the Traxxas 4-Tec model 2.0. This 
class was created to make it easy for new 
members to get started. The 4-Tec 2.0 
BL-2s model is a ready-to-run (RTR) car 
that can be purchased with the body for 
$330. The rules for this class require the 
BL-2s motor and the standard 23-tooth 
pinion gear, ensuring equal competitive-
ness among all drivers.

Another class designed for newer 
drivers, although many experienced 
drivers also enjoy it, is the sportsman 
class. Pretty much any sedan-type car is 
eligible to race. Be sure to read the class 
rules before buying a car. The unique 
feature of this class is the 23-second lap 
speed limit. Regardless of the car you 
are driving, you must set it up to not 
exceed 23 seconds on any lap. If you go 
under the speed limit, you are penalized 
one lap for each violation. This format is 
an equalizer for all drivers.

And finally, the newest class approved 
by the membership is the 1/12 scale Losi 
NASCAR vehicle. The cost for this RTR 
vehicle is $250 and includes everything 
needed to race, including the battery 
and charger. Since this class was ap-
proved for racing, many new members 
have purchased the car and are having a 
great time racing it.

Slot car drivers meet every Tuesday at 
1 p.m. at the Arbor Conference Center 
Dance Studios I-II. R/C electric car rac-
ing is every Wednesday and Saturday at 
9 a.m. at the R/C car track. Legend car 
racing is every Thursday at 10 a.m. at the 
R/C car track.

For more information, please contact 
John at 608–477–3420.

May
Traxxas–Larry Ericksmoen. Two-wheel buggy–
Jim Printer. Four–wheel buggy–Mark Busch. Pan 
Car–John Schoenherr. Touring–Ron Kaulfersch. 
Two-wheel truck–Bob Paxson. Four–wheel truck–
Fred Penichet. Limited–Ron Kaulfersch. 17.5–Ron 
Kaulfersch. Sportsman–Jim Printer. Truggy–Neil 
Sorensen. NASCAR–Dave Ackroyd.

Winter Season
Traxxas–Larry Ericksmoen. Two-wheel buggy–Paul 
Beyer. Four–wheel buggy–Paul Beyer. Pan Car–Bob 
Paxson. Touring–Terry Altman. Two-wheel truck–
Roy Macomber. Four–wheel truck–Bob Melzer. Lim-
ited–Bob Herbst. 17.5–Mike Main. Sportsman–Paul 
Beyer. Truggy–Paul Beyer. NASCAR–Peter Martin.

Therefore, the three control axis; yaw, 
roll, pitch are controlled by the rudder, 
ailerons, and elevator, respectively. The 
pilot must also utilize the throttle in con-
junction with the three-axis controls, as 
the throttle has a direct impact on the 
aircraft’s speed and response to the pi-
lot’s control inputs. 

Additionally, an airplane with a lifting 
airfoil tends to climb as power increases 
and descend as power is reduced. As in 
any full-size aircraft, all these controls 
are managed together for a success-
ful takeoff, flight, and landing. It’s not 
nearly as hard as rubbing your stomach 
while patting your head while standing 
on a balance ball. 

While the above is happening, the 
pilot must keep the airplane within the 
established “flight box.” At our field, the 
flight box extends from the east and west 
end of the paved runway to the respec-
tive “big clump of trees” and extends 
north from the runway “to the top of the 
hill.” Add to this, the maximum altitude 
allowed by the FAA is 700’ above the 
ground. These spatial constraints form 
the flight box that is centered in front 

of the pilot’s station, and the airplane is 
kept within these limits. This is a huge 
volume of airspace in which to operate, 
but since the pilot must have line-of-
sight contact with the aircraft, it is about 
the limits for safe operation. 

Seeing the airplane is paramount to 
flying R/C models. It is the only physi-
cal connection the pilot has with the air-
craft. This is why keeping the airplane in 
the flight box is so important. When the 
aircraft gets out of the flight box or is too 
far away to discern direction, trouble is 
not far away. Looking up too steeply car-
ries a risk of disorientation, especially 
as we age and become less agile. Pilots 
must always keep the airplane in front 
of them. 

Most pilots are capable of handling 
these challenges, but when physical lim-
itations creep in, the club helps those 
pilots stay flying. In addition, the club’s 
instructors teach the new pilot to handle 
the controls and have fun doing it.

In closing, flying an R/C model air-
craft is a challenging but very enjoyable 
way to retire. 

John Maggio

Top Pickleball
Club

A lot has happened since May. Con-
struction of a roof over the back courts 
has begun. It is projected the construc-
tion will be completed by the time this 
column is printed. This is a significant 
improvement in terms of providing 
shade in the summer, as well as during 
rainy weather. 

In May, we held our first 1.0 - 2.5 
round-robin tournament. We had 24 
participants.
Gold–Joseph Manzello. Silver–Bob Caswell. Bronze–
Jon Trace. 

Judging by the number of partici-
pants and the level of play, it’s clear that 
everyone had a great time! Thanks to 
Vice President Bob Young and Treasurer 
Shelly Leavenworth for organizing and 
running this great event.

In June, we said farewell to the many 
snowbirds returning to the somewhat 
cooler climates, and we hope they enjoy 
their summer. For those of us remain-
ing, we are still playing, but we usually 
start very early and leave as the hot part 

Photo by Jim Sipe

2.5 round-robin participants.

of the day arrives. 
We continue to get new members 

with varying skill levels. Our club now 
has over 600 members! However, we 
have enough courts for everyone who 
wants to play.

If you’re interested in playing pick-
leball and have never tried it before, we 
have skilled volunteers who can help 

you get started. 
If you want more information, you 

can go to the OTOW App and look for 
Top Pickleball Club, or there is contact 
information on the bulletin board at the 
top courts, or just show up to the intro-
duction class, which is held every Mon-
day, 10:30 a.m. on the upper courts.

Come join us and join the fun!

REPLACEMENT CAR DECALS
Bring your car, resident ID,  
auto registration and $10.

Resident Services
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday

No decals issued during inclement weather. 
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Kathy Nastally

Bocce Club

Suzanne Shea

Archery Club

The bow and arrow seem to have 
been invented in some form on every 
continent on Earth except for Austra-
lia. Although nobody knows the exact 
location of the bow’s first use or who 
the first archer was, it is thought that ar-
chery (the use of bow and arrows) was 
most probably developed in Africa over 
70,000 years ago. Firearms have largely 
replaced archery in both hunting and 

warfare, but it is still practiced today for 
hunting and as a target sport, with target 
archery being the most popular form. 

The Archery Club manages the range 
at the Veterans Park. Our members range 
from novice to competitive skill level. 
A wide range of equipment is available 
for those new to archery or returning 
after a long hiatus. We also have a well-
equipped maintenance shop to keep 
club and personal archery equipment in 
good working condition. We also offer 
workshops for members, training them 
to care for their equipment and assisting 
with maintaining club equipment. 

If you would like a quick introduc-
tion to the club, we invite you to stop 
by any Friday from 9 a.m. to noon dur-

ing “Freestyle Friday.” Additionally, we 
have practitioners of the martial art of 
kyudo. If you would like to learn more 
about this archery discipline, please 
stop by the range on Wednesdays from 
4 to 6 p.m. You may also contact Brenda 
Foster (brenda@gcfonline.com). 

On the third Tuesday of each month, 
Patty Hoppe hosts “Archery Fundamen-
tals and Shooting” workshops at the 
range. Topics will vary monthly, and a 
fun shoot will be held following each 
workshop. Workshops begin at 9 a.m. 
and are open to all club members. 

Every Friday, we host “Freestyle Fri-
day” from 9 a.m. to noon. Club mentors 
are available at the range to assist our 
novice archers with skill improvement. 

If you’re considering joining the club, 
this is a great opportunity to meet fellow 
members, learn more about the sport, 
and have fun. 

Club membership is open to all 
OTOW residents with a valid ID and resi-
dents with a Gateway of Services pass. 
Interested in becoming a member? Visit 
otowarcheryclub.org > New Members 
and download the application form and 
required waivers. 

For additional information or to learn 
about the next steps to join the club, 
please contact Chuck at chuck-archery@
strickland.net or 407-257-9668, or Su-
zanne at Suzanne.shea61@gmail.com or 
908-510-5714. Keep it in the yellow!

Happy summer! In the history of 
bocce ball, the first known documenta-
tion of the game dates back to an Egyp-
tian tomb painting that depicts two boys 
playing in approximately 5200 B.C. 

Bocce ball is reportedly the third most 
popular sport in the world, after soccer 
and golf. In Italy, across all demograph-
ics, bocce ball is considered a perfect ac-
tivity for a relaxing afternoon. “In bocca 
al lupo” is a renowned Italian expres-
sion meaning best of luck, to which one 
may respond crepi (may the wolf die) 
or grazie (thank you). The expression 
seems to find its origin in the hunting 
world, where hunters wished each other 
not to end up in the wolf’s mouth to be 
devoured. Who knew?! 

Also, are you aware there is a drink 
called the bocce ball? Mix 1.5 ounces of 
vodka, ½ ounce of amaretto, 5 ounces of 
orange juice, a splash of soda water on 
ice, and garnish with orange slices. Who 
measures? Up for a fancy amaretto? You 
can get Adriatico directly from Italy! 

Speaking of beverages, summer heat 
is here. Heat-related illnesses, such as 
heat exhaustion and heat stroke, are se-
rious but can be minimized by staying 
hydrated, wearing light-colored cloth-
ing, and avoiding work or play dur-
ing the hottest times of the day. Drink 
plenty of fluids, including water and 
sports drinks with electrolytes. This is 
especially important if you are on medi-

cation. You should avoid alcohol or flu-
ids with caffeine, such as tea, coffee, or 
colas, as these have diuretic properties 
that can lead to dehydration. For emer-
gencies, always call 9-1-1 first. Our clos-
est AED is located in the Arbor Activity 
Center, behind the bocce courts, near 
the bathroom entrance, in the worker 
breakroom cabinet. The signage is very 
clear. The Arbor Fitness Center, right 
next door to the bocce courts, also has 
an AED. 

League play is on hiatus for the sum-
mer. Anyone new to bocce ball is invited 
to come on Tuesdays at 9 a.m. A league 
coordinator is available to help and an-
swer questions. Open play is available 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, and 
Saturdays at 8:30 a.m. throughout the 
year. We are limited to 48 players; we 
draw cards for court assignments and 
teammates. We play two games; each 
game is played to 16 points, and the first 
team to reach 16 points wins. Everyone 
must sign in, so come up a little early. 

New players will be asked to present 
a valid resident ID or a Gateway of Ser-
vices pass and complete a Hold Harm-
less form. Our dues are $15. League play 
is from October through April. Closed-
toe shoes are required on the courts 
for safety reasons, and court one has a 
handicapped removable access wall. 

We’re looking for a club vice presi-
dent to join our board. We’re also look-
ing for league-season substitutes. Maybe 
long-term commitments aren’t your 
thing, so consider being a substitute! 
For questions or inquiries, please con-
tact President Pam Brown at 970-531-
1890. See you at the courts. Let the bocce 
balls roll! 

Lois Nix

Ladies  
Shuffleboard

With the evening breeze, the flags 
were swaying at the Veterans Park on 
Monday, June 2, when we started our 
summer season of shuffling.   We had a 
great group  of ladies shuffling, which 
included two new players.   We shuffle 
at 5:30 p.m. We ask players to arrive 15 
minutes early to pick a chip, which de-
termines the court and the player with 
whom you will shuffle.  

On Wednesday, June 4, at 9 a.m., we 
had a good group to shuffle.  We also wel-
comed two new members.  Our seasonal 
players utilize the summer months to 
practice various techniques and strat-
egies to enhance their game.   We have 
many ladies who are good shufflers and 
have been shuffling for years.   These 
ladies are so willing to assist new mem-
bers with the basic rules and informa-

tion about shuffleboard. 
We are hoping that our courts will 

be resurfaced and repaired before our 
season starts in September.   If so, then 
perhaps we can have our yearly tourna-
ment next season.  We invite all women 
residents to join us for an evening or a 
morning of fun and to meet and make 
new friends. To participate, you must 
have a valid resident ID or Gateway of 
Services pass.  

May 
9–Helen Anderson. 8–Carol Noval. 7–Jane Dor-
manen, Ruth Greenfield, Barbara Russell.
Most Wins 

2024-2025 Season
56–Sandy Welch. 50–Barbara Russell, Lois V. Nix. 
49–Jane Dormanen

Most 30-plus 
2024-2025 Season

13–Sally Herrick, Lois V. Nix. 11–Dee Caple. 9–San-
dy Welch, Marge Adragna. 8–Barbara Russell, Jane 
Dormanen. 7–Ruth Greenfeld.  

Hope to see you on the courts. Have a 
great summer. 

IRREGULAR WATER USAGE*

•	 Toilets: A failing flapper (valve seal) can waste up to 200 gallons of water a day. 
•	 Leaky Faucets/Showerheads: Dripping can range from several gallons to hundreds of gallons 

of water per day. 
•	 Water Hose: When left on with leaks at the spigot or nozzle. 
•	 Irrigation System: Automatic irrigation solenoid valves not closing properly or excessive run 

times including multiple program cycles. 
•	 Water Softeners: Excessively backwashing or the backwash valve failing.

* Water loss is estimated and varies depending on severity of leak.
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Gene Mangold

R/C Sailing Club

A common question from onlookers 
is, “What happens when they get stuck 
out there?” 

It’s reassuring that our pond is nar-
row enough that it isn’t too far out there, 
and a whisper of wind is usually enough 
to propel these lightweight beauties to 
shore or perhaps a gentle nudge from 
another sailboat or a tiny electric-pow-
ered R/C tug boat to coax a wayward ves-
sel back to shore.

The old race buoys used to be real 
mischief-makers, snagging unsuspect-
ing boats as they rounded the mark. The 
new larger buoys are a solution to keep 
those hang-ups a thing of the past – a 
major win!

Of course, there are the more dra-
matic rescues. A dismasting, with the 
sail dipping into the drink, is the stuff 
of R/C sailor nightmares, short of a full 
sinking! Then it’s all hands on deck – 
or rather, all other boats to the rescue, 
nudging the unfortunate craft ashore 
like a pod of helpful dolphins or deploy-
ing that trusty little tug. And when two 
boats get their rigging in a tangle, it’s a 
slow dance to shore, testing everyone’s 
patience as the wind struggles to make 
sense of the combined mess.

The tale of a boat dramatically break-
ing in half is a classic! Thank goodness 
for the trapped air bow, which kept it 
afloat while a phone call to a trusty kay-
aker who generously drove to the pond 

for a rescue. Thanks, Nub.
One of my recent blunders was not 

securing the main hatch, and my DF95 
was filled with water, except for the air 
trapped in the bow. Out came the small 
tug, towing a line of ping pong balls to 
grab by encircling the stricken vessel 
and tow it back to port. 

Then there was my grounding getting 
too close on the “far side” – a potential 
quarter-mile walk averted by the skilled 
maneuvering of the rescue tug, lassoing 
the stranded boat with ping pong balls 
and pulling it free. Success!

A summary of our retrieval strategies 
are:

•	 The Long Reach: For those close-
to-shore groundings, a trusty long 
pole for a quick pluck to safety.

•	 The Wind’s Whisper (and a bit 
of a walk): Letting Mother Nature 
do the work by blowing it ashore, 
even if it means a long wait and a 
hike to the other side of the pond.

•	 The Cooperative Nudging by other 
sailboats to get the stricken boat 
ashore.

•	 The Mighty Mini-Tug: The elec-
tric-powered R/C tug hero, ready 
to push or pull a fellow boat out 
of a bind.

•	 The Last Resort (The “Oh, alright, 
I’ll get the big boat”): The inflat-
able boat at home, a commitment 
of several hours, reserved for only 
the direst of circumstances.

A disabled boat is a relatively rare 
occurrence. However, the unexpected 
does happen. Races are every Sunday 
and Wednesday at noon.

Contact by voice or text Gene Man-
gold at 772-678-5101 or Bernie Bossert at 
816-678-3817.
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R/C tug to the rescue.

Scott Bloch

Call of the Wild
Sports Club

The club wants to thank Frank Cha-
goya for all that he did as our events di-
rector. His fiery spirit encouraged many 
to participate in our various activities. 
Thank you, Frank.

Recent reports from Lochloosa Lake 
and Orange Lake are saying large blue-
gills are still being caught in large num-
bers. Rodman Reservoir offers a diverse 
catch of fish. 

Member Larry Brooks took an over-

night red snapper trip on the Gulf. Lis-
ten to his report at the August meeting. 

Joe London and I fished at the Inglis 
spillover. I managed to catch two snags 
but no fish. Both of us had curious fish 
come after our mud minnows but decid-
ed not to bite.

Then, there are those members who 
prefer to shoot at targets and continue 
to hone their skills. Director Paul Jor-
gensen takes a group to one or more of 
our local ranges.

The Inverness Gun Trader Show takes 
place Saturday, July 19, and Sunday, July 
20, at Citrus County Fair Grounds.

Visit cotw.springly.org for all current 
club information. Join us at the next 
meeting on Wednesday, Aug. 6, at 1 p.m. 
in the Hobby Building Event Room. 
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Bryan Tully

Rec Softball Club

Pat Wilbert

Co-Ed Recreational  
Softball

The winter season ended on a histori-
cal note. The Ball Busters, guided by first-
time manager Luis Puentes, won their 
first game of the season and remained 
in the top spot for the entire schedule. 
After a hard-fought 17-14 win over The 
Batmen in the preliminary round of the 
playoffs, The Ball Busters pulled away 
from the Good Timers 20 to five in the 
finale. This marked the first time that a 

rookie manager took the crown and also 
the first time a team went “wire to wire” 
to secure the championship. Congratu-
lations to Steve Pennell, Vic Gonzalez, 
Luis Puentes, Guy Stiebing, Stu Martin, 
Andy Cheyne, Pete Feliciano, Ray Par-
latto, Jeff Thomas, Rick Dykstra, Ron 
Carlson and Paul Martello.

After a brief respite, the summer sea-
son is now underway. There are some 
new players in the league, and they have 
made an immediate impact. While the 
temperatures have climbed, so have the 
fun times at the ballpark. There is now 
shaded seating, so we encourage fans of 
the batted ball to come out and spend 
some time with us. It’s always a beauti-
ful day for softball; let’s play two!

June has passed, and now the sum-
mer has begun.  Yes, it’s hot, but that’s 
what Florida living is all about.  We still 
manage to get out there on the field to 
play the game we all love, softball.

Co-Ed Recreational Softball is a great 
participation sport for men and women 
together.  Regardless of your experience 
or age, we welcome all newcomers.  Ev-
ery Saturday at 9 a.m., we begin the day 
with stretching to ensure we are pre-
pared to hit, catch, and run.  If you are 
unable to run, we have great volunteers 

Photo by Pat Wilbert

Co-Ed Recreational Softball members warming up before the game.

who will run for you.  Teams are chosen 
evenly, and we start the game between 
9:15 to 9:30 a.m.

Everyone who participates has a lot 
of fun, laughing and enjoying the thrill 
of playing this wonderful recreational 
sport.  We recommend that you stay hy-
drated, so please bring plenty of fluids.  
We do have water in the frig, should you 
forget, and fans in the dugout to keep us 
cool.  We also provide equipment (glove 
or bat) should you need it.  We play sev-
en innings with three outs, and every-
one gets to bat.

We look forward to meeting new play-
ers, so come down and try this fun sport.  
Great people, relationship building, and 
lots of exercise.

Softball is more than just a game; it’s 
a journey filled with highs, lows, chal-
lenges, and triumphs.

Sara Sommer

OneBlood
Bloodmobile

Big things are happening with the Big 
Red Bus®.

First thing, the Big Red Bus was at On 
Top of the World on Monday, June 2. We 
collected 25 units of whole blood and 
eight units of double red units. Great job.

The second thing is that the Big Red 
Bus will be participating in the Patriotic 

Celebration at The Town Square at Circle 
Square Commons from 3 to 9 p.m. This 
drive is open to the public. What better 
way to celebrate our nation’s birthday 
than to give the gift of life?

The third thing, the Big Red Bus will 
be here on Monday, Aug. 4,  from 7:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Recreation Center 
parking lot. The Big Red Platelet Mobile 
will be joining us from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

The Platelet Mobile may be joining us 
for all our Monday drives. Stay tuned for 
further information. Please mark your 
calendar for all these dates.  See you on 
the bus.

HURRICANE? BE PREPARED!
Visit OTOWInfo.com > Resources > Hurricane Preparedness
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Laura Gavey

Weight Loss Group

onehourocala

onehourairocala

AC | Heater | Furnace | Replace | Repair | Maintenance | Indoor Air Quality | Duct Repair & Cleaning

AC | Heater | Furnace | Replace | Repair | Maintenance | Indoor Air Quality | Duct Repair & Cleaning

onehourheatandair.com/ocala/

$200

OFF

$50.00

OFF

REPAIR 
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Mention this ad.

Expires 7-31-25
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financing on 

a new system. 
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One Time

System
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Mention this ad.

Expires 7-31-25

UV Light 

Indoor Air

Quality System

Mention this ad.

Expires 7-31-25

All offers must be mentioned when scheduling service and presented at time of service. Cannot be combined with any other offers, including Comfort Club. 

Paul Stadterman

Table Tennis

The Table Tennis Club had an excit-
ing year filled with camaraderie, compe-
tition, and community spirit. Here are 
some recent highlights and a glimpse 
into what is ahead for our growing group 
of passionate players.

We meet every quarter, with our next 
meeting scheduled for mid-July. These 
meetings begin with a delightful mix 
of entrees provided by the club and 
mouthwatering desserts and side dishes 
contributed by our talented members. 
We socialize and then discuss upcom-
ing events, ideas for improvement, and 
general club business. The day wraps up 
with spirited table tennis matches that 
showcase the passion and energy of our 
members.

Our club tournaments have become 
standout events. The first tournament 
welcomed all members to participate, 
generating enthusiastic competition 
and fostering a strong club spirit. Our 
second tournament was an all-women’s 
event, allowing the ladies to shine and 
test their skills. Given the tremendous 
success of these events, more tourna-
ments are in the works for the rest of the 
year.

President Paul Stadterman rolled out 
a four-week video training program de-
signed to help members improve their 
game. Available to every member, it 
focused on foundational techniques, 
strategies, and ways to elevate overall 
performance. A valuable tool for both 
beginners and experienced players to 
refine their skills.

One of the most rewarding aspects 
of our club is the spirit of sportsman-
ship that defines every game we play. 
Whether in a friendly rally or a fiercely 
contested tournament, our members 
consistently demonstrate respect, en-
couragement, and a love for the game 
that goes beyond the score. Newcomers 
are always welcomed, and more experi-
enced players are quick to offer tips and 
support. In this inclusive and positive 
atmosphere, everyone feels they belong.

Exciting developments are on the ho-
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Club President Paul Stadterman. 

rizon with the upcoming opening of our 
brand-new table tennis room in the new 
amenity building. This facility will serve 
as the new home of the Table Tennis 
Club, providing us with more space, im-
proved amenities, and the opportunity 
to welcome even more members into 
our vibrant community.

We are always seeking new members, 
fresh ideas, and ways to improve our 
club. Whether you’re a seasoned player 
or a curious beginner, our club is a great 
way to stay active, meet wonderful peo-
ple, and have a lot of fun.

Join us at the Arbor Conference Cen-
ter. Intermediate singles/doubles, Tues-
day, 1 to 3 p.m.; singles, Friday, 3 to 5 
p.m. Ladies doubles/singles, Monday, 1 
to 3 p.m.; doubles, Wednesday, 10 a.m. 
to noon; singles, Friday, 1 to 3 p.m. All 
level doubles, Monday, Tuesday, Fri-
day, 5:30 to 7 p.m. and Saturday, 1 to 3 

p.m.; singles, Wednesday, 1 to 3 p.m. 
Intermediate/advanced singles/doubles, 
Wednesday 5:30 to 7 p.m. Advanced, 
Monday, Tuesday, Friday, Saturday, 
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

For more information, please contact 
President Paul Statdterman at ptstadter-
man@yahoo.com.

Looking to lose weight and feel better 
while being supported by neighbors and 
friends? We have the group for you! The 
Weight Loss Group meets once a week to 
share ideas on weight loss, healthy cook-
ing, exercise, and tips to help us achieve 
our own goals. Follow the food plan that 
works best for you. 

There are two opportunities to meet 
each week. On Mondays, we meet in 
the Hobby Building Art Room. Weigh-
in starts at 4:30 p.m., and the meet-
ing begins at 5 p.m. The new leader is 
Lois Trepper.   On Tuesdays, we meet in 
the Arbor Activity Center Event Room. 
Weigh-in starts at 9:15 a.m., and the 
meeting begins at 10 a.m. Beth Green is 
the leader. Visitors are always welcome.  

For questions and additional details, 
please email Lois at loistrepper@att.net 
or Beth at tandbgreen220@gmail.com.

GOOD NEWS TO SHARE?
Email otownews@otowfl.com with your idea(s). 

If approved, a World News writer  
will be assigned.

Only good news about the community, a club(s) 
or a resident(s) will be considered.

®

®

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST
Receive information about Circle Square 

Commons including the Farmers Market, special 
events, entertainment, The Ranch Fitness Center 

& Spa, Circle Square Cultural Center, Master 
the Possibilities, Mr. B’s Ice Cream Shop,  Sid’s 

Coffee Shop & Deli and more!

Sign up at CircleSquareCommons.com
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In April, the Wall Street Journal 
treated us to an article that most golfers 
should find interesting: “The Evolution 
of Golf Courses – From 1880 to Now.” 
The article discussed golf course design, 
indoor golf, injuries, putting, and why 
walking the course is once again cool. 
Here are a few takeaways plus every-
thing you need to get on the course to 
play your best game: 
Golf Course Design

The only rule when planning a golf 
course is that the hole must be four and 
a quarter inches wide – the rest is up to 
the architect. Around 1880, the North 
Brunswick golf course in Scotland was 
designed using the natural landscape; 
animals dug holes, the wind regularly 
changed the course challenges, and 
blind shots were the norm, especially 
when hitting out of an “underground” 
bunker.

However, that terrain would not at-
tract the number of golfers needed to 
make a profitable investment. 

Flash forward to 1911 and Southamp-
ton, Long Island. The self-described 

“golf course architect,” Charles Blair 
Macdonald, was said to have “beat the 
course into submission” – many of the 
hazards stayed in place, like the sand 
trap dead center to the expected landing 
zone off the tee. However, MacDonald’s 
approach to taking the natural land-
scape and working with and around it 
motivated other golf course architects – 
many from Great Britain. 

The period from 1919 to 1939 became 
known as “The Golden Age” of golf 
course design. The rest is history.
Indoor Golf – “Is Having a Moment” 

In this up-and-coming “sport,” the 
golfer plays 18 holes using a simulator 
that projects the golf course on a large 
screen, and every shot is then followed 
from strike to landing. The player hits a 
live golf ball and, on the screen, watches 
its flight, hopefully to the center of the 
fairway. He then takes his next shot and 
follows it as if on a true green grass golf 
course. After the first couple of holes, 
we are told that golfers will most likely 
feel right at home as if on their favorite 
18-hole outdoor golf course.

The sport grew out of sporting goods 
stores, such as Dick’s, that use a simu-

The World of Golf
By Ray Cech 
World News Writer

lator for potential buyers to try out dif-
ferent clubs. Simulator companies saw 
the potential and began adding full golf 
course simulators. The National Golf 
Foundation tells us that between 2019 
and 2024, the number of green grass 
(outdoor) golfers grew by 17%, while the 
indoor, non-green grass golfers using 
simulators grew by 170%. The founda-
tion also noted that 36 million golfers 
played at indoor facilities last year. The 
average age of these golfers was 31, with 
43% female. By comparison, the average 
age of green grass (outdoor) golfers was 
44, and women comprised 28% of those 
players.

This year was the inaugural year of 
the first indoor golf league, Tomorrow’s 
Golf League (TGL). Tiger Woods and 
Rory McIlroy are the league’s key inves-
tors and players.
Injuries

A study conducted by Duke University 
determined that golf injuries are most-
ly preventable. With proper exercise, 
strengthening, and rest between games, 
hospitals and clinics would not receive 
the number of golfing injuries they cur-
rently do. Also crucial to reducing inju-
ries is for the golfer to work on perfect-
ing the proper mechanics when coming 
through the swing. 

Golfers who have played for a while 
mostly understand the importance of 
stretching and warming up before and 
after every game. The study pointed out 
that by strengthening the core muscles 
(abs, shoulders, arms, and back), golf-
ing injuries would be allocated to a heat-
ing pad versus a hospital waiting room. 
Statistically, 24% of injuries occur to the 
shoulders, 11% to the elbow, 17% to the 
forearm, 12% to the hands, and almost 
16% to the wrists.

Surprisingly – or perhaps not – more 
than 44% of injuries occur because of 
golf cart error (e.g., the driver not paying 
attention, taking the terrain too quickly, 
racing to the ball, turning sharply, and 
you knew this one was coming, drinking 
and driving).

The bottom line regarding injuries is 
to keep the body in shape, particularly 
those core muscles. And remember – 
give the body a rest.
Walking the Course

Recently, when I told a friend that 
golf was good exercise, he looked at me 
with a smirk and said, “Yeah, right! Hit 
the ball, get in the golf cart, hit the ball, 
get in the golf cart. That’ll keep you in 
shape, eh?”

With increasing emphasis on healthy 
living, golfers, particularly those who 
feel the need to combat aging with more 
physical activity, are welcoming the 
comeback of walking the golf course. 
With the introduction of lighter-weight 
golf bags and the availability of bag car-
riers (push carts), slinging the bag over 
the shoulder is no longer the challenge.

Prior to 1951, when the first elec-
tric golf cart was introduced, everyone 
walked. Soon, however, the carts were 
ubiquitous, and golf courses adjusted. 
Golfers found themselves “hitting the 
ball, getting in the cart, hitting the ball.”

Walking is back and catching on 
rapidly, just about all over the country. 
According to a 2006 study by the Mayo 
Clinic, walking a golf course takes ap-
proximately 12,000 steps. Still, if you as-
sume you’re not hitting the center fair-
way with every stroke, those steps can 
increase dramatically. But it’s all good 
exercise.

Golf bag push carts cost approximate-
ly $200. But of course, if you don’t want 
to push or pull, you can spend upwards 
of $1,000 for a remote-controlled cart. 
Push carts are also available locally at 
sporting goods stores.
Putting

John Paul Newport who wrote the put-
ting segment for the Wall Street Journal, 
starts with a “disclaimer,” “Putting is an 
annoyance and a riddle that can never 
be solved.” He then occupies a full page 
in contradiction. I searched Newport’s 
article from top to bottom, paragraph 
by paragraph, word for word, and con-
cluded that he was not going to leave us 
with any magic bullets. But he did leave 
us with enough “good stuff” to share. 

Newport starts by going back to some 
of the pros like Mickelson, Palmer, Wat-
son, Bobby Jones, and Sorenstam – what 
do they say? These successful profes-
sionals agree that putting is in the hands 
of the beholder. From the grip through 
the swing until the ball drops and the 
head is frozen, all motion is derived 
from the individual golfers working on 
and perfecting their putting style.

Newport recommends building a put-
ting technique through what I’ll call tri-
al and error. “You have to start with your 
current putting method and pay atten-

tion to specific aspects of your stroke.” 
Maybe you use stiff forearms, a short 
stroke, or lift the club after the strike — 
you’ve got the idea. Strike a few dozen 
balls using your current style, then try 
changing one technique one at a time 
(e.g., relaxing your grip, changing the 
direction of the club face, or if you’re 
standing directly over the ball, try back-
ing up a bit). Do you always aim directly 
at the cup or pick a spot well before it 
reaches the cup? 

At some point, Newport tells us, “You 
will start looking at videos and reading 
books. But you must remember that 
you are not trying to replicate someone 
else’s techniques – you are developing 
your own.” Tom Watson said, “Success-
ful putting is 10% mechanics and 90% 
feel.” 
Let’s Play Golf

Golf is not only an amenity at On 
Top of the World but also a way of life 
for many residents. So, to perform your 
best, our golf professionals provide ev-
erything you need to golf your best life!
INTRODUCTION TO GOLF: Are you inter-

ested in golf but not sure where to start? 
Check out the Introduction to Golf at 
Master the Possibilities. Join PGA profes-
sionals Matt Hibbs and Russ Smith for 
a presentation on golf basics.  If you’re 
interested in learning the game of golf 
but are too intimidated to step foot on 
the course, this is the class for you.  Top-
ics will include rules, etiquette, learning 
the lingo, fundamentals, etc.   This is a 
great way to begin a wonderful relation-
ship with a sport for life. To register, visit 
MasterthePossibilities.org.

GET GOLF READY: Once you’ve been in-
troduced to the basics, the next step is 
to prepare to play. Get Ready Golf will 
get you on the course and playing in no 
time. Visit either Golf Shop for more in-
formation.

GOLF CONDITIONING WORKSHOP: Com-
ing this fall, the Swing Strong Golf 
Conditioning Workshop  will help you 
improve your swing and overall per-
formance on the course. Through tar-
geted exercises, you will learn how to 
strengthen key muscle groups, enhance 
flexibility, and boost stability for better 
control and power. Whether you want to 
drive farther or putt more consistently, 
this workshop will help you fine-tune 
your body for a smoother, more effective 
swing. Visit either Golf Shop for more 
information.
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Elaine Voorhis

Broadway & Tap
Dancing

With summer weather in full force 
now and the Fourth of July right around 
the corner, the Broadway and tap classes 
are gearing up to learn some new rou-
tines and, as always, review older ones. 
We’ve had the month of June off, but 
we’ve continued to practice. We can’t 
let our dancing shoes gather dust now, 
can we? 

We had a blast performing “Sisters 
are Doing It for Themselves” and “Get 
on Your Feet” in May. What a nice turn-
out, too! We saw some of you in the audi-
ence tapping your toes, wanting to get on 
your feet and dance with the Broadway 
2 class! Thank you to all who attended 
our event. It was especially fun for the 
Broadway 1 “sisters” to toss their aprons 
in a symbolic gesture of women coming 
out of the kitchen and growing stronger, 
ready to take on more roles. Times have 
certainly changed, haven’t they?

I’ve been noticing lately that tap 
dancing is becoming very popular with 
our age group, and why not? There are 
numerous tutorials available on You-
Tube and Facebook, as well as seniors 
performing. It’s great to see! It’s fun, 
good exercise and the socialization is a 
very big plus. Several dancers in the Tap 
1 class have been dancing together since 
the first class was formed six years ago 
in July 2019. The Tap 2 class has been 
together for several years as well. Many 
of us have become good friends and get 
together outside of class. It’s truly won-
derful!

While we are taking a break from our 
Broadway and tap instructional classes, 
those of us who are not snowbirds have 
been practicing older Broadway routines 
and/or our new tap-dancing routine. It’s 
a bit challenging, but we are working 
very hard on them because we will be 
performing them for one of our tapping 

“sisters,” who is getting married in Oc-
tober. She is the happiest bride I think I 
have ever seen! 

Looking ahead, our classes will be-
gin in July. The Broadway classes will be 
performing their new routines on Fri-
day, Aug. 22. Mark your calendar. More 
details will follow. 

Well, it’s time to get back to practic-
ing because as the months go by, we’ll 
have performances coming up once we 
get rolling, and we want to be ready. 

Don’t forget we can perform for your 
neighborhood and club functions. If you 
have any questions or would like to be 
placed on our reminder list for upcom-
ing recitals, please email us at broad-
wayandtap@yahoo.com. We’d love to 
hear from you and answer any questions 
you may have about our classes.
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Broadway classes – original members of the first tap class.

Pamela Kalamaras

Poms Dance & Cheer

Poms Dance & Cheer Squad are im-
passioned after a beautiful Memorial 
Day Ceremony on Monday, May 26. Our 
special performance honored the sol-
diers who gave all for our country. The 
ceremony featured many memorable 
performances, speeches, photos, and 
awards. What a proud day for our com-
munity. 

On Friday, July 4, you have an oppor-
tunity to see us perform again at the Pa-
triotic Celebration at Circle Square Com-
mons. We hope you will join us to enjoy 
our new show as we commemorate the 
birth of our nation. 

Besides practicing our patriotic num-
bers, we are also learning our decades 
dance routine. A few of our ladies are 
participating in the choreographing for 
our new fall numbers. I am so proud of 
their dedication to the team. This perfor-
mance will feature beautiful costumes 
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Poms Dance & Cheer Squad at the Memorial Day Ceremony at the Recreation Ballroom. 

and accessories, along with music that 
residents are sure to find meaningful. 
For now, the theme is a secret, but be 
prepared to sing and dance! 

We hope that the love we have for 
what we do shines through in each per-
formance. Our group practices many 
hours a week, working up a sweat as we 
build new skills and stamina. Teamwork 
is at the heart of our accomplishments, 
as we focus on effective communica-
tion, active listening, adaptability, and 
conviction. Our newest members are 
motivated by our commitment to the 
team and one another. Go, pommies! 

It is a joy for us to entertain commu-
nities right here in Ocala. We can tailor 
our performance to suit your time con-
straints, music preferences, and themes. 
Our most popular requests are rock ‘n’ 
roll through the decades and our medley 
of patriotic songs. We are always learn-
ing new dances and cheers to keep our 
performances fresh and exciting. 

Please contact Pam Kalamaras at 
pammykal@aol.com to book the Poms 
Dance and Cheer Squad for your club 
or upcoming event. We can bring on 
the entertainment for you as you dance and sing along. Please email our club for 

more detailed information, videos, and 
pictures, or view our rehearsals; you 
won’t be sorry. 

If you are interested in joining our 
team, I can offer further information, 
guidance, and support. Entering this 

new world of dance and cheer is like 
no other dance in the community. Our 
unique and exciting performance club is 
now being offered at many 55-plus com-
munities nationwide. We invite you to 
visit us to learn more about what we’re 
all about and possibly join in the fun. 

LOST OR FOUND A PET?
Call the SPCA of Marion County   

hotline at 352-362-0985.
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Janice Meade

Beginner Line  
Dancing

If you enjoy line dancing but stopped 
because of too many turns or fast re-
starts, or you’ve slowed down but still 
want to dance, this class is for you. We 
dance the old ones like “Come Dance 
with Me” and new ones like “Liar,” 
which are great for Absolute Beginners 

Eugenie Martin

Ballet

As far as I know, the Ballet Club will 
be having classes throughout the sum-
mer months.   Some of our teachers do 
travel, but we have other dancers who 
very nicely help when a teacher is un-
available.  So, if you’re thinking of join-
ing our classes, you can do it at any time, 
including over the summer.

Our classes are held in the Arbor Con-
ference Center, Studio D.  We offer five 
weekly classes catering to varying levels 
of experience.  Here's our schedule:

•	 Introductory/Beginner: Thurs-
days, 1 to 2:15 p.m.

•	 Advanced Beginner: Tuesdays, 11 
a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

•	 Intermediate I: Saturdays, 11 a.m. 
to 12:15 p.m.

•	 Intermediate II: Fridays, noon to 
1:15 p.m.

•	 Technique/Advanced: Wednes-
days, 1:15 to 3:30 p.m.

Even if you have previous ballet expe-
rience, we recommend starting with the 
Introductory/Beginner class on Thurs-
days at 1 p.m. That way, you can see how 
we do things and start a little slower if 
you haven’t been dancing for a while.  
That is usually the case with most resi-
dents who have just moved here.   You 
can always transfer to a more advanced 
class once you get in shape.

If you do not have ballet clothes, just 
wear stretchy exercise clothes and put 
socks on your feet.  Remember to bring 
a bottle of water to keep yourself hydrat-
ed.   Most of us wear ballet skirts, so I 
always bring extras for newcomers.  For 
more information on our classes, please 
call me at 352-854-8589.  Happy dancing!

Liz Elliott Lieberman

Jazz Dance Club

I am so fortunate to have a talented 
and lovely group of dancers at On Top 
of the World. The performing group of 
the Jazz Dance Club is called the Ovation 
Dancers. 

We were honored to perform at the 

Tamara Stanford

Line Dancing

The 2024/2025 line dance year is com-
plete. We had another wonderful year. 
Instructor Joe Spencer worked hard to 
find new, fun dances for each class. Be-
ginners were taught about 28 new danc-
es, and the  Improvers 24 new dances.  
The class with the most new dances was 
Absolute Beginners, with about 29 new 
dances. That’s a lot of steps and a lot to 
remember.

New dance instruction traditionally 
begins on the Monday after Labor Day 
and finishes at the end of June.  The 
2025/2026 dance year will begin on 
Monday, Sept. 8.  Dance tickets will be 

available on the OTOW App from Aug. 8 
through Aug. 15. You can pick up your 
paper ticket, which is required for class 
attendance, the day after purchase 
on the OTOW App. 

For readers unfamiliar with the pro-
cess, the ticket is purchased through the 
OTOW App, the paper ticket is retrieved 
from the Recreation Center office, and 
is displayed during dance instruction, 
workshops, and practices. Please note 
that the staff is unavailable on Mondays, 
so tickets will be available from Tuesday 
through Friday until 3:30 p.m.

The Improvers, Beginners, and Abso-
lute Beginners will continue Wednesday 
dance practice in July. Improvers prac-
tice from 10 to 11 a.m. Beginners will 
have a workshop from 11 to 11:30 a.m., 
and practice from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Absolute Beginners will practice 
from 12:45 to 1:45 p.m.

Recreation Center on Memorial Day 
for the Veterans Club. Each dancer car-
ried the flag of the different branches of 
the military, including the Prisoner of 
War flag. Our very own veteran, Dexter 
Vance, joined us for “Favorite Son” and 
gave a short description of the brilliant 
comedian Will Rogers, who was known 
as Oklahoma’s “Favorite Son” in the 
1930s. The patriotic number we per-
formed was part of the Broadway show 

“Will Roger’s Follies,” choreographed 
by the multiple Tony award winner 

Tommy Tune. It’s quite a show-stopper, 
involving a great deal of memory and 
fast coordination, which, for us seniors, 
is quite an accomplishment! We were 
also inspired by Anabel Parra, who sang 

“America, the Beautiful” as part of the 
Ovation Dancers tribute to a very emo-
tional and wonderful day honoring the 
fallen who gave all for the freedoms we 
enjoy today. 

I teach my jazz dance class from 
11 a.m. to noon every Monday for ad-
vanced and more experienced dancers 

in the jazz style.
I hope to welcome new people to the 

benefits and fun of basic jazz dance 
moves, so plans are being made to add 
a beginner’s class after the summer. 
Watch this space for news of the time 
and place! 

“To dance is to be out of yourself. 
Larger, more powerful.” – Agnes De 
Mille

For more information, please contact 
Liz Lieberman at 702-378-6300 or Lizzyli-
eberman@gmail.com.

The Wednesday practices are open 
only for line dancers who purchased 
tickets this year. There are no Wednes-
day practices scheduled for August.

There are plenty of dance opportuni-

ties in July and August. Check the OTOW 
App, the World News activity calendar 
insert, and your email. 

For line dancing questions, contact 
Joe Spencer at joeship1@yahoo.com.

and Beginners. We dance, take a break 
and dance. We are there to help each 
other and have fun. If you have experi-
ence with line dancing and know the 
basic steps, you are welcome to join our 
class.  

Line dance is a low-impact aerobic ex-
ercise that works your body and brain, 
improves your balance, is fun, and al-
lows you to socialize and meet new peo-
ple.  Mark your calendar for Monday at 
2 p.m. and Wednesday at 1 p.m. in the 
Arbor Conference Center Dance Studio 
I. Call 352-861-9345 with any questions.
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Rich Gautier

Sidekicks
Western Dance

Judy Sullivan

Country 
Line Dancing

What if joining a club could feel less 
like a commitment and more like a 
playground for grown-ups? At Sidekicks 
Western Dance Club, each session is a 
chance to rediscover the fun of learn-
ing, make new friends, and experience 
the enjoyment of mastering something 
new together.

Remember how learning felt as a 
child? Every new skill was an adventure, 
and every mistake was just part of the 
process. At Sidekicks, that spirit of play 
is alive and well. Research indicates that 
learning through play enables people of 
all ages to build confidence, foster cre-
ativity, and manage stress. When you 
are laughing, moving, and sharing the 
experience with others, you are not just 
learning steps – you are building memo-
ries.

One of the best parts about joining 
Sidekicks is that you can make mistakes 
freely – no one is watching you because 
everyone is focused on their danc-
ing. This creates a relaxed atmosphere 
where you can try new things, stumble, 
and laugh it off, knowing everyone else 
is in the same boat. The pressure to be 
perfect disappears, making room for 
genuine enjoyment and growth.

Dancing at Sidekicks is not just about 
learning routines; it’s about creating a 
community. It’s about learning to com-
municate, collaborate, and trust –  not 
just with your dance partner but with 
the entire group. These are skills that go 
far beyond the dance floor. You may find 
yourself more confident in social set-
tings, better equipped to work with oth-
ers, and more open to new experiences.

Are you worried you have “two left 
feet?” Do not be. The summer dance ses-
sions are open to everyone, and the steps 
are easy to pick up at your own pace. No 
special shoes or prior experience are 
needed—just a willingness to try, laugh, 
and maybe even surprise yourself.

Summer sessions are held in the Recre-
ation Center Ballroom from 5 to 6 p.m. on  
Tuesdays, July 15, July 29, Aug. 5 and 
Aug. 26.

Whether you are looking for a new 
hobby, a fun evening out, or just a rea-
son to get moving, Sidekicks is the place 
to be. Come for the dancing, stay for the 
friendships, and leave with a smile – and 
maybe a few new moves.

Ready to play, learn and dance? 
Email  partnerdancesidekicks@gmail.
com or drop in at any session. At Side-
kicks, the fun and the learning never 
stop.

The weather is surely letting us know 
that the summer is here! Many of our 
snowbird dancers have flown the coop 
and are now back up north, enjoying the 
cooler temperatures. This heat hasn’t 
stopped the rest of us from continuing 
to dance. Our Thursday and Sunday 
classes are going strong, and we are hav-
ing a lot of fun.

The Absolute Beginners class has 
learned six dances in the last two 
months: Cupid Shuffle, Electric Slide, I 
Sold My Soul, Ah Si!, Kevin’s Waltz, and 
Buttons. They did a fantastic job! They 
deserve a pat on the back. Many of them 
are brand new to dancing.

The Beginners I class has learned sev-
en dances: Uptown Funky, I Got a Wom-
an, Blue Rose Is, Waltz Across Texas, 
Dive Bar (level one), Kevin’s Waltz, and 
Dolly Would (level one).

The Beginners II/Improver class has 
learned eight dances: Tush Push, Wild 
Wild West, Lonely Drum, Waltz Across 
Texas, Dive Bar (level 2), Kevin’s Waltz, 
Silver Wings and Dolly Would (level 
two). 

For our July and August sessions, we 
will learn anywhere from three to five 
new dances and continue to review the 
older dances even as we learn new ones 
so that we don’t forget them.

In May, we had a social dance with a 
great turnout. Everybody brought yum-
my food to share, and we danced close to 
30 dances! You can find some videos of 
us dancing on our Facebook page. Great 
friends, lots of laughter, good food, 
much dancing, and great music were 
had by all. What more can we ask for?

I will also be organizing a line dance 
group on Wednesdays at The Town 
Square starting on July 9, from 7 to 8:30 
p.m. This is open to the public. I will 
bring my equipment and music. I know 
the weather is hot, but I hope you can 
still come to dance. If you’re not danc-
ing, come watch and treat yourself to 
some ice cream. Be sure to bring plenty 
of fluids to replenish what you sweat out.

If you are interested in joining any of 
our classes, please check out the OTOW 
App. For more information, visit our 
Facebook page (OTOW Country Line 
Dancing with Judy). The YouTube chan-
nel is Country Line Dancing with Judy.

If you are interested in dancing and 
have any questions on how to sign up, 
please email me at  CountryLineDanc-
ingWithJudy@yahoo.com.

Photo by Judy Sullivan

May social dance.

GOING OUT OF TOWN?
View or download a PDF  

of the World News at  
ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala.

RECYCLE OFTEN. 
RECYCLE RIGHT.

Visit OTOWInfo.com for a list of  
acceptable items to recycle.
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All the events, fun and more!

By Elaine Morrison 
World News Writer

By Lyn Yanss

Sure, we all have problems.  However, 
we usually resolve them and move on 
with things.   However, audiences at-
tending the recent Broadway Playhouse 
production, “Once Upon a Time,” were 
made aware of insurmountable prob-
lems not only with their favorite colors 
but also with those of their beloved fai-
rytale characters.

After the cast’s opening song, “True 
Colors,” a narrator steps forward to tell 
the audience that they will be hearing 
from the assembled crayons, who are 
visible in their large crayon box. Based 
on the children’s book “The Day the 
Crayons Quit” by Drew Daywalt, each 
color complains to the child owner of a 
coloring book.   Grievances by gray and 
blue have to do with their feelings of 
overuse.   Gray is almost always used to 
color large animals, such as elephants 
and whales, while blue is the primary 
choice for the ocean and sky.  Beige feels 
it is always in competition with tan and 
brown, while white feels empty, and 
black is disappointed at only being used 
to make outlines.   An actual physical 
feud is ongoing between yellow and or-
ange as to the true color of the sun, while 
red and purple are bored, always being 
used for hearts, Santa Claus, grapes, and 
dragons.

However, most of the audience’s sym-
pathy went to peach, who was unable to 
emerge  from the box at all, because as 
she told the audience, “I am naked.”

As the audience was left to ponder 
these slights, Carolyn Hoffman en-
thralled them with a stirring rendition 

Photo by Gail Schultz

Broadway Playhouse's production of "Once Upon a Time."

Colors and Chaos

of “Somewhere Over the Rainbow,” 
which was followed by a spirited dance 
routine by Pamela and Walter Galas as 
they “Eased on Down the Road” both 
songs from well-known productions of 

“The Wizard of Oz” and “The Wiz.”
With the stage now set as a deep, dark 

forest, characters appear from back-
stage to take their places for the featured 
presentation “Snow … sort of ... White” 
by Ken Bradbury.   We see Snow White, 
a mirror,  some dwarves, an elegant 
queen, a prince, ugly stepsisters, and 

other  characters that seemingly do  not 
have a place in the story.

A narrator steps forward  to begin 
reading “Once Upon a Time” when she 
is immediately  interrupted  by a taunt-
ing  queen. “Is this too precious or 
what?”  The tone is now set; the narra-
tor is never able to return to the story 
she wishes to read, as she is constantly 
being interrupted by Snow White, the 
four dwarves, the queen, who is also 
the wicked witch, the ugly stepsisters, 
Prince Charming, and at times, the mir-
ror.  

Tossed into the mayhem is a psychia-
trist who thinks the narrator may have 
been abused as a child and some person 
who is just sitting in a chair, hoping to 
get a part to play.  He becomes the narra-

tor’s hero as he spouts some ridiculous 
lines cobbled from the Gettysburg Ad-
dress, the Declaration of Independence, 
and several other familiar writings.  He 
tells the narrator to stand up and “be 
someone,” leading her to offer a rendi-
tion of “Climb Every Mountain.”     The 
show continues with the woodsman, a 
pig’s heart, and a strange dwarf, Weird-
ly, all leaving the audience chuckling as 
they scratched their collective heads.

A lively medley of Disney songs, sung 
by the cast, provided a happy ending to 
the entertainment, which was directed 
by Cheryl Richardson and Joanne Hous-
ton.   As a lyric from one of the songs ex-
claims, “a time for laughter and a time 
for tears.”  That it was.

Do you hear the rumble of a classic 
engine and feel a thrill? Do you enjoy 
the shine of polished chrome and the 
camaraderie of fellow car enthusiasts? 
Then look no further than the On Top of 
the Wheels Car Club, right here in our 
vibrant community!

On Top of the Wheels Car Club is a 
thriving group for anyone who loves 
cars, enjoys getting together for cruises, 
and participates in fun events. Whether 
your passion is for sleek Corvettes, pow-
erful Mustangs, iconic GTOs, or cher-
ished older models, you’ll find a wel-
coming home among fellow aficionados. 
The club meets at least once a month 
for a breakfast gathering at Mama B’s, 
located on SR 200. These meetings pro-
vide an opportunity to socialize, share 
stories, and, most importantly, plan ex-
citing future cruise adventures that take 

Calling All Car  
Enthusiasts

Photo by Lyn Yanss

On Top of the Wheels car show at The Lodge at Candler Hills. 

members to scenic destinations and in-
teresting locales.

Mark your calendar! The On Top of 
the Wheels Car Club is gearing up for its 
highly anticipated annual car show this 
October at The Lodge at Candler Hills. 
This free event promises a fantastic day 
for all, featuring live entertainment, a 
variety of delicious food trucks, and, of 
course, a dazzling display of classic and 
modern cars that are sure to impress. It’s 
an opportunity to admire beautiful ve-
hicles, connect with club members, and 
enjoy a lively community atmosphere. 
For more information on how to join 
the On Top of the Wheels Car Club or to 
inquire about upcoming events, please 
contact George Hill at ghilljr.500@gmail.
com. Come and experience the joy of the 
open road and the warmth of a shared 
passion!

Happy 249th birthday, America!
We were surprised to be nominated by 

ACCOLADE  Celebrations,  Inc., a 501(c)
(3) charity organization, as the Marion 
County charity for May. We are grateful 
to all who believed in us and voted for 
us, and we are honored to receive this 
award. Thank you to all the Sewing Bee 
members who helped us achieve our 
goals.

As posted on their Facebook page: 
“We’re thrilled to announce that the 
Sewing Bees Club Inc. is the winner of 
an Ovations Award for May. Their dedi-
cation to helping improve the well-being 
of the homeless and those in need has 
significantly impacted the community. 
A huge congratulations to the Sewing 
Bees, Inc. on this well-deserved recogni-
tion!” 

Did you know that some military 
quilts are composed of 25,000 different 
pieces, as fabric was scarce on the front 
lines?

Stop by and see our program in action. 
We meet every Thursday from 12:30 to 3 
p.m. and the second and third Saturdays 
of the month from noon to 3 p.m. in the 
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Sewing Bees winner of the May Ovations Award.

Sewing Bees Receive 
Award
By Ann Gallo

Hobby Building Art Room.
This is a very generous group of men 

and women who share their talents by 
offering warmth and comfort to the 

homeless, foster care, and disadvan-
taged children in Marion County. Con-
sider joining this group that is making a 
difference in Marion County. Last year, 
we made and distributed 1,003 quilts. 

There are lots of things to do. If you do 
sew, you don’t have to complete every 
phase in the quilt making. Many hands 
are involved in the final quilt. We have 
sewing machines available for your use. 
Dues are $15 for the year. 

We are always in need of children’s-

themed cotton, solid-colored cotton, 
or flannel fabric. Gift cards, especially 
from Hobby Lobby and Michaels, are al-
ways welcome. 

Join our page on Facebook (Sewing 
Bees Club Inc.) and see what magic takes 
place at the hive. Stay up-to-date on our 
current projects and ongoing needs. 

Questions? Call or text Ann Gallo at 
917-597-2178 or Susie Clauson at 904-
422-5135.
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Shannon Prince
352-854-8707 ext. 7530 
shannon_prince@otowfl.com

Recreation

Stay in the Know
Event and trip details are available in 

several locations for your convenience. 
You can find this information on the 
OTOW App, OTOWInfo.com, and the 
Life in Motion Wellness Connections 
publication. Please be aware that this 
will be the last month the activity calen-
dar will be inserted in the World News. 
Recreation events in OTOW Central are 
free to residents with a valid resident ID. 
Anyone without a resident ID is consid-
ered a guest. Guest fees apply to these 
events at $5 per person. 
OTOW App

The OTOW App is available for down-
load through the Apple Store or Google 
Play. If you haven’t already done so, 
download it today. Account approval 
can take up to 72 hours to verify resident 
status. With the OTOW App, you can eas-
ily purchase tickets, request room book-
ings, and pay for trips and classes. All 
of this can be done at your convenience 
from your phone, tablet, or computer. 
Online registration for Recreation activi-
ties and events is live, so sign up soon. 
The OTOW App is the only way to regis-
ter for Recreation activities and events. 
If you experience any login issues, 
please contact Resident Services for as-
sistance after the initial 72 hours. If you 
don’t have the technology to access the 
OTOW App, please visit the Recreation 
Center to check out the new OTOW App 
kiosks. Don’t miss out on all the excite-
ment On Top of the World has for you; 
register today!
Activity Calendars

Beginning Friday, Aug. 1, we are tak-
ing a big step forward. All event listings 
previously displayed on the monthly ac-
tivity calendars will be transitioned to a 
digital format. We are discontinuing the 
printed, monthly calendars you are ac-
customed to seeing in the World News.

The printed calendar is being discon-
tinued, but your Recreation events will 
remain! To stay informed, please refer 
to the OTOW App, OTOWInfo.com, the 
Life in Motion Wellness Connections 
catalog, TVs located throughout the 
amenities, and flyers posted at the ame-
nities.

We are inspired by the way our com-
munity has embraced this digital transi-
tion. Your support has made it possible, 
and we are excited to continue growing 
together. Thank you!  
Social Committee 

The Social Committee meets monthly 
and welcomes volunteer residents to 
contribute ideas, provide constructive 
feedback, and assist with planning, or-
ganizing, and decorating events. We 
greatly appreciate your suggestions for 
enhancing recreational activities. If you 
are interested in joining the committee, 
meetings are held on the last Wednes-
day of every month at 1 p.m. in the Rec-
reation Center Lounge. RSVP by either 

calling 352-387-7530 or emailing shan-
non_prince@otowfl.com. We’ll see you 
there!

Recreation Center
Happy Hour

Join us for Happy Hour every Friday 
from 5 to 8 p.m. in the Recreation Center 
Ballroom. A cash bar is always standing 
by for your beverage needs. Enjoy mu-
sic, dancing, and The Pub. This event is 
free to residents. Resident IDs will be re-
quired to attend Happy Hour. Children 
under the age of 15 will not be permitted 
into Happy Hour. 

The entertainment lineup for July:
•	 July 11: Billy Buchanan
•	 July 18: 4 For the Road
•	 July 25: R & R Trio

Music at the Pool Pavilion 
Enjoy some great music at the pool 

and pavilion area at the Recreation Cen-
ter from 1 to 4 p.m. This is free for resi-
dents. The schedule is as follows:

•	 Friday, July 4: Steve Lazarus
•	 Saturday, July 19: Cherokee
•	 Sunday, July 27: Bill Billotti

Tropic Trivia 
Tropic Trivia tickets will go on sale 

starting Tuesday, July 8, for September. 
A trivia team representative may pur-
chase a table for the entire team. Tables 
sell for $40 each. Please purchase a 
Tropic Trivia table through the OTOW 
App. After purchasing the table, please 
visit the Recreation Department to se-
lect your table. Table selection is on a 
first-come, first-served basis.
Karaoke

Karaoke is always fun! Sing your heart 
out or just come and enjoy the music. 
Karaoke is the second Thursday of the 
month at the Recreation Center Ball-
room from 5 to 8 p.m. 
Ladies Night

Ladies, you are invited to join us on 
Tuesday, July 8, from 6 to 8 p.m. in the 
Arbor Conference Center Dance Studios 
I-IV. Lou Gagliardi is the musical guest 
for this night. Bring your beverages and 
snacks. See you there! 
Get Acquainted Coffee

Welcome new residents! Please join 
us on Thursday, July 10, at 9:30 a.m. for 
a brief presentation of On Top of the 
World’s amenities and services. A short 
walking tour will follow the presenta-
tion. Light refreshments are available 
while they last. Please be sure to RSVP 
to your invitation.
Shred Express LLC 

Document shredding services will be 
onsite on Friday, July 11, from 9 to 11 
a.m. in the Recreation Center parking 
lot. The cost for this service is $6 per cu-
bic foot (or one standard storage-sized 
box).
Movie Night

Join us for a cinematic night out on 
Thursday, July 17, from 6 to 8 p.m. in 
the Recreation Center Ballroom! This 
month’s movie is "The Ballad of Wal-
lis Island" (PG-13, comedy, one hour 40 
minutes). There will be free popcorn, 
and The Pub will also be open. Feel free 
to bring your snacks and drinks. 

The Ballroom will not be accessible 
as a cut-through to and from the pool 

or The Pub during these times. Please 
make your way around the building to 
avoid disrupting the movie. The movie 
license we have covers only the Recre-
ation Center Ballroom; therefore, we are 
unable to transfer to other buildings.
Hands-Only CPR 

Colen Built Development’s Senior 
Health and Safety Manager, Jonathan 
Miller, will be conducting a Hands-Only 
CPR class on Thursday, July 24, from 2 to 
3:30 p.m. in the Recreation Center Ball-
room. Registration is required; please 
call 352-387-7533. 
Margaritaville Dance Night 

Dress in cargo or Bermuda shorts, 
hats, flip flops, or whatever says Margar-
itaville to you! Music by Gerry Coe for 
pattern, ballroom, and freestyle danc-
ing. It’s sure to be an island blast! Kona 
Ice will be here serving up shaved ice 
refreshments. This event takes place on 
Thursday, July 31, from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Ballroom Dance Class

Register for the August class and 
learn to “Swing” with ballroom instruc-
tor Butch Phillips. Classes are held the 
second, third, and fourth Wednesday of 
each month from 12:30 to 2 p.m. in the 
Recreation Center Ballroom. The cost is 
$30 for the three weeks of classes. 
Annual Crafts & More Fair 

The annual Craft Fair at Circle Square 
Cultural Center is now called the Crafts 
& More Fair. This open-to-the-public 
event will take place on Saturday, Oct. 
18, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Residents can 
register for this year’s Crafts & More 
Fair beginning on Tuesday, Sept. 2, from 
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. You may select 
your table when you register in person 
at the Recreation Center office. Please 
bring your resident ID. The cost for ta-
bles inside and directly outside Circle 
Square Cultural Center is $100, and for 
tables outside on The Town Square, it is 
$55. 

The Lodge at Candler Hills 
Kocktails & Karaoke 

Take the stage and sing your heart out 
at a fun-filled night where the spotlight 
is on you! Enjoy the fun on Thursday, 
July 3, from 5 to 8 p.m. with Charlie & 
Kathy Petrosky. Bring your beverages 
and snacks. This event is free for resi-
dents and $5 per guest. 
World-Class Active Aging Fitness 

Join us for weekly fitness classes on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 
from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. in the Ballroom. 
Bring a mat if you have one, and let’s get 
moving! 
Open Game/Card Play 

oin your neighbors and friends every 
Wednesday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the 
Card Room for open game day. Bring 
your games and have a great time. Re-
member, only water is allowed.
Safety Training Class 

The Colen Built Development safety 
team conducts safety classes. Defensive 
Driving will take place on Wednesday, 
July 9, from 2 to 4 p.m. All residents are 
encouraged to attend; registration is re-
quired. Please call 352-873-0848.
Happy Hour 

Happy Hour will take place from 5 to 
8 p.m. Bring your own beverages and ta-
ble snacks. Free for residents and $5 per 
guest. Entertainer lineup for July:

•	 Saturday, July 5: Groove Dawgs
•	 Friday, July 11: Kathleen Kane
•	 Saturday, July 19: Crystal Vision

Poolside Entertainment 
Join us poolside under the pavilion for 

live music with Ron Harvey on Sunday, 
July 13, from 1 to 4 p.m. Relax, swim, 
and socialize with great music. Free for 
residents and their guests. Blazin’ Bites 
food truck will be onsite. Reminder: no 
glass containers are allowed in the pool, 
on deck, or under the pavilion.
From the Top – Line Dance Class 

Join us each Tuesday for our weekly 
line dance class from 10 a.m. to noon. 
This is a complimentary instructional 
class hosted by Chuck and Donna Nel-
son. 
Musical Game Night 

Enjoy an evening of musical fun on 
Thursday, July 31, from 5 to 7 p.m. Come 
try the new Prize-O game added last 
month. Match your card with the song 
and artist and yell “Prize-O” to win. 
Tickets cost $5 per resident and $10 per 
guest. 

Indigo East Community Center
Music Trivia

Challenge your mind by playing 
rounds of music trivia and “Name That 
Tune” on Thursday, July 3, from 3 to 5 
p.m. First-, second-, and third-place 
prizes will be awarded. Tickets cost $5 
per resident and $10 per guest. 
Trivia

Join in some friendly competition 
with your neighbors and friends at trivia 
night on Monday, July 7, from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Bring your favorite snacks and beverag-
es to share with your team. Tickets cost 
$5 per resident and $10 per guest. 
Safety Training Classes

The Colen Built Development safety 
team conducts safety classes. Golf Cart 
Safety class will be held on Tuesday, July 
15, from 4 to 5:15 p.m. Residents are en-
couraged to attend; however registra-
tion is required by calling 352-387-9060 
or 352-854-8707, ext. 7372 
Karaoke

Take the stage and sing your heart out 
at karaoke on Thursday, July 17, from 5 
to 7 p.m. Bring beverages and snacks. 
Feel free to sing solo or in group. Free 
for residents and $5 per guest.
Wine & Cheese

We will be hosting a Wine & Cheese 
Party on Wednesday, July 23, from 5 to 
7 p.m. Ben Simmons will provide enter-
tainment. Fruit and cheese will be of-
fered while supplies last. This event is 
free for residents and $5 per guest when 
accompanied by a resident.
Happy Hour

Celebrate community at Friday Hap-
py Hour from 5 to 8 p.m. Bring your 
favorite cocktails and snacks. Dance, 
socialize, relax and enjoy! This event is 
free for residents and $5 per guest. The 
entertainment for July is as follows:

•	 July 11: Donna Carrier
•	 July 25: Groove Dawgs 

The Landing 
Poolside Entertainment 

Join us and celebrate the Fourth of 
July early on Thursday, July 3, at 1 p.m. 
This poolside party will feature live en-
tertainment by Tim Hargis. It’s the per-
fect way to kick off the holiday weekend 
with music, sunshine, and good com-
pany. 

The fun continues poolside with the 
sounds of Paul DeRitter on Sunday, July 
6, at 1 p.m. Bring a towel and sunscreen; 
it’s going to be an excellent afternoon 
for fun in the sun. 

Free for residents and $5 per guest.
Monthly Music Series

DJ Donna Carrier will bring endless 
summer jams on Wednesday, July 16, 
at 5 p.m. Throw on your tropical attire 
for great tunes and sunny-season vibes. 
Free for residents and $5 per guest.
Christmas in July Happy Hour

It’s Christmas in the middle of sum-
mer! Join us on Thursday, July 24, at 5 
p.m. for this fun and festive evening. En-
tertainment by Pure Magic. Snap a pic at 
our tropical Christmas selfie station and 
enjoy the magic of the season. Shorts 
and sandals are welcome! Free for resi-
dents and $5 per guest. 

*Registration to attend and/or purchase event 
tickets can now be done via the OTOW app or by visit-
ing the Recreation Center, The Lodge at Candler Hills, 
Indigo East Fitness Center, or The Landing offices. Be 
sure to download the app today! No refunds will be 
issued 14 days or fewer before the registered event.

GOOD NEWS TO SHARE?
Email otownews@otowfl.com with your idea(s).  

If approved, a World News writer  
will be assigned.

Only good news about the community, a club(s) or a resident(s) will be considered.

®

®
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Mark Holmes

ShutterBugs
Photography

There is an exciting new development 
within the ShutterBugs Photography 
Club! We are happy to introduce you to 
our new Facebook group (ShutterBugs 
OTOW Photography Club), which is open 
to all residents. Select “Join Group” to 
get access to all we have to offer, and 
please feel free to participate.

It’s a place to view some great pho-
tographs offered by group members and 
perhaps learn something about how to 
improve your efforts, whether it’s with 
your smartphone or an advanced digital 
single-lens reflex (DSLR) camera. 

What is a megapixel? According to the 
Oxford Dictionary, a megapixel (MP) is 
a unit of graphic resolution equivalent 
to one million pixels. If you think back 
to the fuzzy quality of an old tube-type 
television, the 480 lines displayed on the 
screen each had 780 pixels, and these 
pixels added up to about 345,000 pix-
els, or 0.3 MP for the visible screen. Not 
much! 

Today, you can purchase the latest 
iPhone with a 48 MP camera, and with 

Barbara A. Scales

Poetry

Ponderings Upon the Golden 
Throne
 
Once upon the brink of fate with wild abandonment 

across my face
Sat me down upon a throne, where I thought I 

would be alone.
And there to my great surprise, came a light tap 

upon my thigh.
 
My heart plunged to racing, my palms set to sweat.
For I had sat too quickly, to my great regret.
It seemed I was not alone in sitting upon the golden 

throne.
For there upon my inner thigh, had hopped up a 

little toad from the waters inside.
 
Neither of us made another move.
Shear fright nailed me to the throne’s ovaled roof.
Silent I rest upon the throne, now with a great 

dilemma, what to do?
 
To stand would surely remove the toad from my 

thigh to the floor below.
But, to stand assuredly my yellow waters would 

empty down my legs and hit my toes.
So there I sat, definitely not reposed, to gain under-

standing of my next move.
 
And suddenly it occurred to me, I could not be the 

first to want to seek retreat.
Then I did wonder there, who else might have had 

similar to this affair.
 
Did The Thinker’s pose take so long that a four 

footed creature made a hairy home as Auguste 
Rodin sculpted the likeness of Lorenzo de 
Medici pondering there in total nakedness?

Perhaps Lady Godiva had a hitchhiker snuggled 
within her frocks as she rode barebacked upon 
her horse, to save the villagers from higher 
taxes demanded by her foxy husband with the 
heart of blackness.

If we re-reeled the stadium’s football footage when 
The Streaker dashed by in total starkness, per-
haps instead of pointing fingers we should be 
asking what was in his pants as he disrobed and 
did not linger.

Did David’s posture remain so long that a small 
creature climbed aboard his mighty sword, 
and though he be seventeen feet tall by 
Michelangelo it was totally ignored?

And what of tiny Cupid wearing nothing but his bow 
as he shoots mankind in the heart with love, 
without apparel and with his buttocks shining 
bright, did he endure a passenger on his wee 
butt naked hide?

 
It seemed the toad had musings too, for he 

remained motionless whilst I ruminated upon 
the stool.

Perhaps he wondered why I had darkened his sky, 
but without warning he winked at me with his 
eye.

I jerked my thigh, I screeched in fright, and quickly 
jumped up to retrieve my clothing, at my ankles 
unfortunately now damp and dripping.

 
The toad, unsettled, laughed and hopped to the oval 

pre-warmed porcelain where he finally stopped.
The contest won, he leapt inside, smugly confident 

that he had won the prodigious pool prize.
 
Not to be bested, I rest my hand upon the sturdy 

throttle.
When the swirling waves began, I waved goodbye 

with my hand.
And I asked of him before he departed, “What say 

you now toad? Who won this battle?”

the included software and techniques, 
create amazing photos and videos. 
Newer DSLR cameras offer incredible 
options along with 30 MP or more, and 
while impressive, all the pixels in the 
world aren’t worth the expense unless 
the device has the right sensor to capture 
all that data. And don’t forget, the more 
megapixels you use, the more expen-
sive it is to store the photos somewhere, 
whether on your computer hard drive, 
memory cards, phone, or the cloud. 

Do you need a 48 MP phone or a 32 
MP camera? Quite frankly, many people 

are completely happy with their older 
phones or cameras, which typically have 
16 MP or higher resolutions, up to 24 MP 
or so. These devices produce stunning 
images suitable for enlargement. 

Confused? Don’t worry. Come to a 
ShutterBugs meeting to learn more. 

Remember this – the most expensive 
camera or phone, with the maximum 
megapixels, is only as good as the per-
son taking the photos. We want you to 
be the best photographer you can be! 
Visit us soon at one of our upcoming 
meetings, held on Tuesdays at 3 p.m. in 

the Hobby Building Event Room, or visit 
otowspc.com. The first Tuesday of every 
month is typically a morning field trip, 
not a meeting. 

See some of our members’ photo-
graphs on display in the Master the 
Possibilities lobby. Exhibitions change 
monthly.

The ShutterBugs’ motto: “Those who 
don’t know should ask; those who do 
know should show and tell.”

For more information, contact Harry 
Boyajian at 786-642-3140.

Janice M. Puta

Poetry

Feel With Your Soul
Feel with your feet and they
say you are grounded.

Feel with your eyes and they
say you are observant.

Feel with your head and they
say you are aware.

Feel with your heart and they
say you are mystical.

Feel with your soul and
they are speechless!

Linda Toner

Poetry

Snuggling
When you wake in the morning
you jump out of bed
Why don’t you stay awhile
and snuggle instead?

We have an automatic coffee pot,
you don’t have to make it,
coffee’s ready whatever time you get up,
you just have to take it.

I would love to have you
stay awhile.
I guess that’s just 
not your style.

But you could just
stay and play,
I know you’ll enjoy
it anyway.

So come snuggle with me,
what’s the big rush?
No more excuses now,
hush darling, hush.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Birthday, wedding or anniversary  

announcements may be  
 emailed to otownews@otowfl.com  

by the 12th of the month.

®

®
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CARDS & GAMES

Nancy Grabowski

Bingo

Michelle Malsch

Bunco Babes
Social Group

Bridge

Angela Brady

Mah Jongg

Judy Parisi

Cribbage

Happy Birthday, America!  Thank you 
to all the men and women who serve or 
have served!  As patriots, we salute you 
and all for which you stand! 

July promises to be another scorcher, 
so why not take advantage of the refresh-
ingly cool air in the Recreation Center 
Ballroom?  We invite you to join us each 
Wednesday evening for bingo.

Our volunteers start early to set up 
the equipment and supplies needed, so 
you can begin purchasing 70/30 raffle 
tickets at about 4 p.m.   Amazingly, the 
prices remain constant at three for $1 or 
10 for $3!  When the hands on the clock 
indicate it’s 5:30 p.m., lucky tickets are 
drawn, and the winner receives a $20 
payout.

The price for playing cards remains 
the same, too.   Each one costs $1, and 
you play it for all 20 games.   The purse 
for the games is determined by the 
number of cards the audience has pur-
chased.  The pot has remained at $50 for 
18 of the games, beginning back in Janu-
ary.  The 10th game is always played for 
$75, and the 20th game grows from $110 
up to $250, determined by a set number 
of balls for each amount.

You must bring your resident ID card 
each time you come to join us.   Guests 
are welcome and must be accompanied 
by a resident.   Florida statutes prevent 
anyone under the age of 18 from attend-
ing.

Another part of the statute prohibits 
alcohol in the room.   It includes beer, 
wine, and other alcoholic beverages.  
They can be purchased in The Pub, fin-
ished there, or on the patio.

Volunteers place signs at their as-
signed seats so they can complete their 
tasks.  Please respect this small request.  
You may, however, save one seat other 
than your own if you choose to have a 
bite in The Pub or, use the gym, sit on 
the patio, or whatever.   We kindly re-
quest that you refrain from tipping the 
chairs, as this presents a tripping haz-

Wednesday Afternoon
By Debbie Quinn

May 7
1:   Debbie Quinn; 2:   Mike Meirick; 3:   Jeff 
Young;  4:  Al Kremer; Cons:  Mary Bloch.

May 14
1:  Linda Curtiss; 2:  Debbie Quinn; 3:  Bruce Gillett; 
4:  Al Kremer; Cons: Craig Ford.

May 21
1:  Debbie Quinn; 2:  Jeff Young; 3:  Kurt Baumgartner; 
Cons:  Dianne Robinson.

May 28
1:  Dianne Robinson; 2:  Kurt Baumgartner; 3:  Phyllis 
Silverman; 4:  Mike Meirick; Cons:  Mary Bloch.

Thursday Afternoon
By Marlene Floeckher

May 1
1: Pat Quinn; 2: Trudy Baumgartner; 3: Marlene 
Floeckher; 4: Bob Durst; Cons: Jeff Young.

May 8
1: Trudy Baumgartner; 2: Kurt Baumgartner; 3: V.J. 
Hentiz Jr; 4: Dianne Robinson; 5: Debbie Quinn; 
Cons: Bob Knowles.

May 15
1: Bob Durst; 2: Craig Ford; 3: Judy Mackowiak; 4: 
Mary Bloch; Cons: Al Kremer.

May 22
1: Bob Knowles; 2: Phyllis Silverman; 3: Mike 
Meirick; 4: Marlene Floeckher; Cons: Betty Schaff.

May 29
1: Billie Andersen; 2: Kurt Baumgartner; 3: Debbie 
Quinn; 4: Marlene Floeckher; Cons: Jeff Young.

This weekly game of American mah 
jongg is open to all eligible residents. All 
skill levels are welcome. While the game 
will not be taught during this time, play-
ers are willing to help beginners. The 
games begin at 1 p.m. every Thursday 
in Arbor Activity Center Card Room III. 
Please arrive a few minutes early as we 
will draw chips for table assignments. 
After three or four games, we will switch 
tables to make new friends and change 
the gameplay. Join us for a couple of 
hours of fun.

For more information, please con-
tact Angela Brady at 407-403-0861 or ag-
brady@peoplepc.com. Jokers to ya!

Tuesday Night Duplicate
By Bob Kraus

We meet in the Arbor Activity Center 
Card Rooms I-II, and play begins at 6 
p.m. Please arrive by 5:50 p.m. to sign in 
and allow time for setup. We can accom-
modate up to nine tables. Bring your 
partner and $0.50 per person.

The boards are scored after the game 
and the results are emailed to the group 
within a few days.

You can also play occasionally as a 
substitute. Contact us and we’ll put you 
on our list. For more information, con-
tact Bob Kraus at 352-492-8525.

May 13
1: Dean Samuel & Cathy Apgar; 2: Barbara Heller 

ard.
Come join us for a fun evening!  Who 

knows?   It may be your lucky night! 
If you wish to become a volunteer, speak 
with Carl Folkers or Nancy Grabowski 
any Wednesday.

Monday Afternoon
By Carol Johnson 

May 5
1: Diane Robinson & Carol Johnson; 2: Jack Heller 
& Steve Sekac; 3: Donna Peters & Rad D; 4: Barb 
Heller & Barbie Trebilcock. 

May 12
1: Bruce Gillett & Arlene Lovett; 2: Steve Sekac 
& Jack Heller; 3: Barb Heller & Jean Krueger; 4: 
Darlene Clark & Linda Curtiss. 

May 19
1: Phyllis Silverman & Judy Mackowiak; 2: Linda 
Curtiss & Darlene Clark 3: Bruce Gillette & Arlene 
Lovett; 4: C.J. Daane & Dennis Dust. 

May 26
1: Billie Anderson & Mary Bloch 2: Jack Heller & 
Steve Sekac 3: Pat & Debbie Quinn; 4: Linda Curtiss 
& Darlene Clark.

& Jack Heller; Tie at 3: Connie Campbell & Billie 
Andersen and Matt Oram & Sylvia Zelkin; 5: Chris 
Wachter & Jeff Young.

May 20
North/South

1: Gary Moses & Diane Turkin; Tie at 2: Chris Wachter 
& Jeff Young and Sylvia Zelkin & Matt Oram.

East/West
1: Bob Kraus & Virginia Collins; 2: Don Giedemann & 
Judy Selund; 3: Connie Campbell & Billie Andersen.

May 27
1: Dan Lack & Paul Agarwal; 2: Bob Kraus & Arlene 
Loepp; 3: Sophie Redman & Jean Krueger; 4: Diane 
Turkin & Gary Moses; 5: Carolyn Higgins & V.J. 
Hentz.

June 3
North/South

1: Gary Moses & Diane Turkin; 2: Dan Lack & Paul 
Agarwal; 3: Jeff Young & Chris Wachter.

East/West
1: Bob Kraus & Arlene Loepp; 2: V.J. Hentz & Carolyn 
Higgins; 3: Connie Campbell & Billie Andersen.

June 10
North/South

1: Bob Kraus & Arlene Loepp; 2: Jean Krueger & 
Sophie Redman; 3: Linda Ryan & Bill Ryan.

East/West
 1: Connie Campbell & Billie Andersen; 2: Chris 
Wachter & Jeff Young; 3: Paul Agarwal & Dan Lack.

Thursday Night
By Penny Wagener

Join our friendly bridge group at 6 
p.m. in the Arbor Activity Center Card 
Rooms I-II. All skill levels are welcome 
–  whether you’re fresh from lessons, 
returning after years away, or an expe-
rienced player. No partner is needed; 
we pair and rotate throughout the night. 
Bring 25 cents, a smile, and a good at-
titude. We play three rounds of seven 
hands and finish by 9 p.m.

Come for fun and friendship, and you 
might even win the “2 prize” – a prize 
given out for taking a trick with the two 
of trump that can be passed around 
throughout the evening.

April 10
1: Bruce Gillette; 2: Sharon Miller; 3: Ron Smith; 
Cons: Sandy Schaffer; 2 prize: Ron Smith.

April 17
1: Jeff Bell; 2: Matt Oram; 3: Betty Schaff; Cons: 
Larry Bernier; 2 prize: Betty Schaff.

April 24
1: Jean Krueger; 2: Al Whitford; 3: Dianne Perry; 
Cons: Penny Wagener; 2 prize: Jeff Young.

May 1
1: Chris Wachter; 2: Vicki; 3: Lianne Anthony; Cons: 
Al Whitford; 2 prize: Betty Schaff.

May 8
1: Jean Krueger; 2: Sandy Schaffer; 3: Vicki 
Maddingly; Cons: Penny Wagener; 2 prize: Ray 
Bachik.

May 15
1: Chris Wachter; 2: Jeff Bell; 3: Ron Smith; Cons: 
Pam Bell; 2 prize: Chris Wachter.

May 22
1: Linda Curtiss; 2: Brent Powell; 3: Betty Schaff; 
Cons: Lianne Anthony.

May 29
1: Jean Krueger; 2: Patsy Claremont; 3: Jeff Bell; 
Cons: Jeff Young; 2 prize: Betty Schaff.

June 5
1: Chris Wachter; 2: Chip Dickerson; 3: Jean Krueger; 
Cons: Al Whitford; 2 prize: Chris Wachter.

Our Cribbage Group meets in the Ar-
bor Activity Center Card Room II on the 
first and third Thursday of the month 
from 3 to 5 p.m. 

We welcome new players to join us. 
We’re a non-competitive group of all ex-
perience levels. 

If you have a cribbage board and deck 
of cards, please bring them; however, 
we have extras on hand. 

If you would like more information 
or would like to join us, please email ju-
dith.parisi@gmail.com. 

We meet in the Arbor Conference 
Center Dance Studios I-II on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month. The next sched-
uled game is Tuesday, July 22. 

Registration is at 6:45 p.m., and games 
begin at 7 p.m. You do not need to call 
to register; simply show up with your 
resident ID or Gateway of Services pass. 
The room is set up for 48 players. Please 
ensure you arrive on time to secure your 
spot. It will be on a first-come, first-
served basis. Always check the World 
News for the latest updates on our group.

Although the name of our group is 
“Bunco Babes,” we also have a few hus-
bands who attend. If you enjoy the game, 
don’t be afraid to be a “bunco dude.” 

If you have never played, see what fun 
we have rolling the dice in this game of 
luck (no skill required)! The game is easy 
and only requires rolling three dice and 
moving to the next table at the end of 
gameplay. New players are always wel-
come. The rules are simple and will be 
explained before the start of play.

The cost is $3 per person (please have 
exact change), and all collected funds 
will be returned to the category winners 
at the end of the game. There are also 
two door prize drawings for those who 
did not win any of the cash prizes. Please 
bring your beverage and a small snack if 
you wish. After the first three sets have 
been played, there will be a short inter-
mission.

Join in the fun and make new friends! 
For more information, please call Micki 
Malsch at 352-615-2790. Stay healthy and 
be safe until we meet again!

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST
Receive information about Circle Square 

Commons including the Farmers Market, special 
events, entertainment, The Ranch Fitness Center 

& Spa, Circle Square Cultural Center, Master 
the Possibilities, Mr. B’s Ice Cream Shop,  Sid’s 

Coffee Shop & Deli and more!

Sign up at CircleSquareCommons.com

ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala
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Pinochle

1) Relationship Builder Loan Program for new business customers only, for commercial owner-occupied real estate loans up to $1,000,000. Policy loan to value, credit scores, and repayment terms will apply. 
Amortization will be based on First Federal Bank loan policy. 0.5% origination fee applies. Loan approval rates are subject to credit underwriting and approval. This is not a commitment to lend. Additional 
terms and conditions apply. There is a tiered fixed rate of 6.99% APR for the first 2 years then repricing every 3 years based on the 3-year Constant Maturing Treasury (CMT) plus 300 basis points. The 
Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is current as of 5/9/25 and is subject to change without notice. To receive the advertised rate, the following requirements must be met: open a business account, sign up for 
automatic payments, and enroll in eStatements. Rate increases by 0.25% for each requirement not met. All payments include principal and interest. First Federal existing loans are not eligible for this promotion.   
2) Restrictions apply. Loans are subject to credit and property approval. This is not a commitment to lend. David Dyer NMLS: 402854. First Federal Bank: NMLS: 408902

Commercial Owner-Occupied Real Estate Loans
6.99% APR1

Tools for You and Your Business 
Business Checking • SBA Lending

Personal Checking • Home Loans2 • Personal Lines of Credit

Fuel your growth. Fund your ambition.

352-732-6616 | ffbf.com/special-offers
On Top Of The World and Ocala

  

Garrett Sapp, Jared Reddick, David Dyer

Friday Morning  
By Mary Hannon

 
May 16

Tie at 1: Edna Frye & Stephen Mintz; 2: Andy Nuccio; 
3: Gary Moses.

May 23
1: Judy Fries; 2: Andy Nuccio; 3: Bruce Gillett.

May 30
1: Marlene Floeckher; 2: Judy Fries; 3: Jim Magoon.

June 6
1: Ilene Casper; 2: Herb Katz; 3: Linda Speer.

Tuesday Night 
By Herb Katz

May 6
1: Marlene Floeckher; 2: Abe Toubal; 3: Paul Jenkins.

May 13
1: Andy Nuccio; 2: Vicki Mattingly; 3: Phyllis Jarsky.

May 20
Linda Yanss

Paradise Players

Elaine Morrison

Broadway Playhouse

Thank you to everyone who enjoyed 
our recent production, “Platinum Gals 
Cruise Adventure!” We’re already look-
ing forward to our next show in Novem-
ber, “Comedy Tonight.” This collection 
of comedy skits promises an evening 
of non-stop laughter for everyone! 
This is your chance to get involved! 
We’re seeking talented and enthusiastic 
individuals for various roles, including 
performers (actors, singers); tech (light-
ing, music, set construction, props); 
and backstage support (costumes, stage 
hands, prompting).

The Paradise Players are a fantas-
tic group of people who genuinely 
enjoy bringing entertainment to On 
Top of the World, and we warmly in-
vite you to become a part of our team. 
Beyond “Comedy Tonight,” we’re excit-
ed to announce that we’ll be producing 
a full play in April 2026, and our creative 
team is currently brainstorming ideas.

If you’re interested in learning more 
or joining our ranks, the Paradise Play-
ers hold meetings every Wednesday at 
3 p.m. in the Arbor Conference Center 
Dance Studio III or IV. We’d be thrilled 
to welcome you!

Please reach out to Lee Smith at otow-
paradiseplayers@gmail.com if you have 
any questions.

If you attended the club’s recent per-
formance of “Once Upon a Time,” you 
experienced the fun and excitement 
firsthand. Now is your opportunity to 
become a member and participate in 
the upcoming production of “Oklaho-
ma, Jr.,” the club’s spring production.

An informational meeting will be 
held on Sunday, Aug. 3, at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Recreation Center Ballroom. Audi-
tion materials will be distributed at that 
time. The main male roles of Curly, Will 
Parker, Judd, and Hakim the Peddler, 
and the female roles of Aunt Eller, Lau-
rie, and Ado Annie are all available. Au-
ditions will be held on Sept. 3, 4, and 5 
from 5 to 7 p.m. in the Recreation Cen-
ter Ballroom. A $10 membership fee is 
required.

Rehearsals begin on Sunday, Sept. 7, 
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. and will continue 
every Sunday (September through Feb-
ruary). The 2026 performances are Sat-
urday, Feb. 28, Sunday, March 1, Satur-
day, March 7, and Sunday, March 8. The 
directors, Joanne Houston and Cheryl 
Richardson, along with club president 
Carole Beauchamp, are anticipating a 
historic theatrical experience for the 
club and its audiences. Please consider 
joining us.

For additional information, please 
contact  otowbroadwayplayhouse@
gmail.com.

Iris M. Diaz

Poetry

Life Is a Dream
How dark the night,
how lonely the road
When there is no one
to share my thoughts

I welcome the sun,
as an old friend of mine,
who knows when to smile,
and allows me to frown.

Sunrise brings
my dreams to life.
As the day lingers,
my dreams die.

What is, is not.
Illusions, delusions.
Life, a dream.

LEASH LAW 
Dogs must be on a leash at all times.

OTOWInfo.com

ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala

1: Paul Jenkins; 2: Herb Katz; 3: Bud Alderman.
May 27

1: Bruce Gillett; 3: Dave Speer; 3: Andy Nuccio.
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Experience  
the AudioNova 
difference

One simple visit to an AudioNova hearing clinic can not  
only help get your hearing back, but part of your life back.

Visit one of our convenient Ocala locations!

2775 NW 49th Ave.
 Unit 20 

352-708-7480

3405 SW College Rd. 
Suite 207 

  352-671-2999
9311 SW Highway 200 

(Located in Premier Medical) 
352-801-3224

Call us today to schedule your 
 
 

or visit us online at AudioNova.com
FREE HEARING SCREENING
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Nancy Grabowski

The New
Pretenders

Liz Elliott Lieberman

Murder Mystery  
Dinner Theater

The first meeting of the Murder Mys-
tery Dinner Theater Club was held on 
Monday, May 12, with over 40 people 
in attendance. I can only surmise that 
many people here at On Top of the World 
have been watching a lot of Britbox mys-
teries or too many “Murder, She Wrote” 
re-runs! The meeting was primarily held 
to introduce ourselves and let everyone 
know about us and who the individuals 
are who will be taking on production 
roles for the shows scheduled for Octo-
ber and November: President/Director 
Liz Lieberman, Vice President/Produc-
tion Assistant Pati Bean, Director and 

While it is July, it is hot, humid, and 
rainy!   It means The New Pretenders 
are on a mini-summer vacation.  It also 
means that our show is growing closer!  
When those new 2026 calendars start 
pouring in, pick out a favorite and get 
ready to fill it in.

Begin with January and add a remind-
er to the notes that ticket sales will start 
with no price increase: $12 for reserved 
seating and $10 for general admission.  
Leave space for the time and date when 

Treasurer Dexter Vance, and Dialogue & 
Acting Coach Bruce Wisser.

We also explained how the club oper-
ates for the various communities here 
at On Top of the World and our goal of 
providing unique entertainment and a 
fabulous experience for all who want an 
evening out with dinner, music, laugh-
ter, singing, dancing, acting, and per-
haps some nefarious goings-on! All in 
the name of outrageous, over-the-top, 
and harmless fun.

We are still in the process of writing 
our newest murder mystery for the fall, 
and I believe our concept will just add 
to the many entertainment options here 
for residents. We do not compete with 
the excellent theater groups here as we 
are designed for smaller and more inti-
mate venues, performing original shows 
written especially for us. This leads me 
to the idea of forming a sub-group with-

Photo by Robert Lieberman 

Weybourne Landing residents Michelle Daigle & Janet 
Dickerson as Maybelle & Lulabelle O’Hara in “The Golf Father.”

we confirm them.  We do, however, have 
the performance dates confirmed:   Fri-
day, Feb. 6, and Saturday, Feb. 7, at 7 
p.m., and Sunday, Feb. 8, at 2 p.m.

We are pleased that our veteran mem-
bers are returning and that our recruits 
are so talented.  Our freshman class in-
cludes  Byron Bartlett, Barbara Benyak-
er, John English, Barbara Feigenbaum, 
Judy Gunson, Ina and Shelley Kline, 
Christi Lucas, and Lois Smith-Weiss.

John English comes to us from Eng-
land with a long history as a lawyer and 
account auditor.  He is active in the pool 
leagues and enjoys partying and having 
fun.   In addition to serving as our new 
treasurer, John will continue as an ush-
er.   John will assist Jeanne Wise in re-
cruiting additional help with ushering.

Jim Lynam

Model  
Railroaders

The Model Railroaders Club is cel-
ebrating the Fourth of July by holding 
an open house for residents, guests, and 
children of all ages. The room will be 
open for visitation on both Friday, July 
4, and Saturday, July 5, from 2 to 4 p.m.

In 1870, the United States Congress 
declared the Fourth of July, also known 
as Independence Day, a federal holiday. 
In 1941, a provision was expanded to 
grant a paid holiday to all federal em-

ployees. 
But the tradition of Independence Day 

celebrations goes back to the 18th centu-
ry and the American Revolution. On July 
2, 1776, the Continental Congress voted 
in favor of independence, and two days 
later, delegates from 13 colonies adopt-
ed the Declaration of Independence, a 
historic document drafted by Thomas 
Jefferson.

From 1776 to present day, July 4 has 
been celebrated as the birth of Ameri-
can independence, with festivities rang-
ing from fireworks, parades, and con-
certs to more casual family gatherings 
and barbecues.

The tradition of setting off fireworks 
began in Philadelphia on July 4, 1777. 

Barbara Feigenbaum is originally 
from Manhattan but has lived in Ocala 
for the past 21 years.   She is currently 
taking piano lessons at Master the Pos-
sibilities to add to her love of music and 
dancing.   She includes swimming and 
bowling in her list of fun activities.

Another newcomer is Byron Bartlett, 
who hails originally from Phoenix, Ari-
zona.   He is multi-talented; he plays a 
variety of instruments, he dances, and 
he sings!   As a university student, he 
played at Radio City Music Hall, accom-
panying the Rockettes.  His professional 
career is as varied as his talents:  among 
his achievements, he led the campaign 
to prevent tampering with products af-
ter Tylenol was discovered laced with 
cyanide!

Judy Gunson was born and raised in 
Nebraska before moving to Denver and 
Colorado Springs. Eventually, she dis-
covered On Top of the World when she 
relocated to be closer to her son and 
daughter-in-law.  She has worked in the 
broadcast and healthcare industries, 
serving for 20 years in each. Judy en-
joys hiking, reading, attending concerts, 
watching movies, and going to the the-
ater.  She is no stranger to volunteerism 
and will serve as a prime dresser during 
our performances.

Notice the wide breadth of opportu-
nities within The New Pretenders?  Per-
haps one of those roles calls out to you.  
To answer that call, contact any current 
member or Nancy Grabowski at 352-209-
4699.

That same night, the Sons of Liberty set 
off fireworks over Boston Common. One 
of the founding fathers, John Adams, 
wrote a letter to his wife, Abigail, stat-
ing that this day should be solemnized 
with pomp, parade, games, sports, guns, 
bells, bonfires, and illuminations from 
one end of this continent to the other, 
from this time forward forever more. 

On Top of the World continues the 
tradition with the Patriotic Celebration 
scheduled for Friday, July 4, from 4:30 to 
9:30 p.m. There will be live music, danc-
ing, food, and fireworks at Circle Square 
Commons!

However, the Model Railroaders have 
constructed a diorama that demon-
strates a day of family picnics, outdoor 

games, fishing, R/C flying, boating, hik-
ing, and fireworks! Plus, the addition of a 
trolley and excursion trains bringing the 
participants to the festivities. Be sure to 
stop in the Hobby Building Model Train 
Room and see all of the animation in ac-
tion. 

The club invites you to visit the Hob-
by Building Model Train Room and see 
everything in operation on any Friday 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Come in and join us for 
a fun time running trains!

The Model Railroaders Club is always 
looking for new members, and you are 
welcome to join us. If you have any ques-
tions, please text Jim Lynam at 352-861-
2822. 

Have a safe-n-sane Fourth of July!

in the Murder Mystery Club, as several 
people have approached me regarding 
script writing. Please call or email me if 
comedic script writing is in your wheel-
house. 

We thank you for your interest and 
look forward to your future participa-
tion. Please do not hesitate to call if you 
are interested in acting, performing, 
scriptwriting, singing, dancing, or mu-
sic. 

For more information and bookings, 
please contact Lizzylieberman@gmail.
com or 702-378-6300.

RESIDENT ID CARDS
Resident Services
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Monday through Friday
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Susan Pulling Robinson

Fun with  
Golf Carts

Jan Spielvogel

Happy Hookers

Anne Merrick

Art Group

July is often a quiet month for the Art 
Group, but pictures are being painted 
for the August art show at Master the 
Possibilities. The group loves to show 
the art they have created during the year 
and has several shows: two in the living 
room at Master the Possibilities, one in 
January and the other in August, and 
one in April in the Art Room. Many of 
the group would like to sell their work, 
so if you see anything you love, contact 
Freda Klump, our director, at 615-336-
6863 or fredaklump@gmail.com, and 
she will put you in touch with the artist.

Getting involved in your work is a 
type of meditation. You can get lost and 
be unaware of what is going on around 
you. A feeling of peace as well as accom-
plishment is there, and when you look 
up, there is a moment when you wonder 
where you are.

There are so many talented artists in 
this community. Why don’t you come 
to the Hobby Building Art Room on a 
Wednesday, from 1 to 4 p.m., or Satur-
day, from 9 a.m. to noon? Bring your 
supplies and paint away. There is plenty 
of inspiration within the group.

Photo by Anne Merrick

Artwork by Anne Merrick.

On Saturday, June 14, our members 
decorated their carts in honor of Old 
Glory. Designated charities included Op-
eration Shoebox, Chuck’s Piggy Bank, 
Dunnellon Elementary School, Inter-
faith Emergency Services, and Veterans 
Helping Veterans. Many folks turned 
out to admire the flag-waving carts and 
to make generous donations to these 
causes. Thank you!

Mark your calendar for the following 
Saturdays so you won’t miss the parade:

•	 July 4: Independence Day
•	 Aug. 30: Labor Day
•	 Sept. 20: Dog Days of Summer
•	 Oct. 25: Halloween
•	 Nov. 8: Veterans Day
•	 Dec. 6: Holiday Golf Cart Parade
•	 Dec. 20: Holiday Season 
Membership in our Facebook group 

(OTOW Fun with Golf Carts) is now over 
600! If you have a golf cart, please con-
sider jazzing it up (or not) and joining in 
as we “parade for a cause.” Each parade 
benefits one or more local charities. For 
more information and to receive emails 
about this club, please email otowfun-
withgolfcarts@gmail.com. We all have 
much fun cruising around in our “mini-
floats.” 

All club parades start at the Recre-
ation Center, with lineup and charitable 
donations at 9:45 a.m. and pullout at 10 
a.m. The route for a given parade is post-
ed on Facebook (OTOW Fun with Golf 
Carts and OTOW Chatroom). If the pa-
rade is not coming by your house, please 
see the action as we leave the Recreation 
Center.

Photo by Susan Pulling Robinson

Flag-decorated golf cart.

Happy Fourth of July to all! The weath-
er is hot, but we hope that does not stop 
you from celebrating our nation’s birth. 
Wear red, white and blue! 

The Hookers are staying indoors, 
keeping cool, and continuing to grow 
our garden of flowers for Empath Hos-
pice of Marion County. Our deepest 
thanks to those of you who are not mem-
bers but have created not only flowers 
but also hats and scarves. The donations 
of yarn are greatly appreciated. I

In June, members of our group en-
joyed lunch at Gator’s Dockside. 

Happy Hookers is open to all resi-
dents.  We meet on Mondays from 1 
to 3 p.m. in the Hobby Building Art 
Room.  There are no dues, agendas, or 
penalties for missing a meeting, arriving 
late, or leaving early.  Life can and does 
sometimes interfere, and we would hate 
for that to hold you back. 

We have a talented group of ladies 
busy with crocheting, knitting, needle-
point, card crafting, embroidering, and 
handcrafting. They are never too busy 
to help someone with a complicated pat-
tern or stitch. We welcome newcomers 
with open arms. Attendees should bring 
whatever they are currently working on.

If you have questions about our club, 
call Naomi Berman at 352-873-4328. We 
always appreciate donations of yarn, 
pattern books, knitting needles, crochet 
hooks, or other crafting tools. Please 
bring them on Mondays during our 
meeting or contact Ann Gallo at 917-597-
2178 to arrange pickup.

Photo by Ann Gallo 

Lunch at Gator’s Dockside.

Linda Toner

Woodcarving
Club

The Woodcarving Club is in full 
swing.  Each month, we will feature one 
of our carvers.  

This month, we will feature Gary Dor-
manen.  He has been carving for about 
seven years.  He has perfected the tech-
niques of carving faces, figures, and car-
icatures.   His preferred wood is butter-
nut, although he states that it is harder 
to find butternut wood lately.  He prefers 
carving in the round, a three-dimen-
sional carving.  He says he loves to carve 
because he finds it a peaceful activity.  
He gets his inspiration from other carv-
ers on the internet or from pictures he 
has seen in books or magazines.   Right 
now, he is working on a bust of a Native 
American warrior.

We have many members whose skills 
range from beginner to advanced.  Like 
Gary, they share their techniques and 
tricks so that we can create a carving we 
are proud of.

If you’re interested in learning this 
peaceful craft, you can visit the Hobby 
Building Art Room on Thursdays from 3 
to 5 p.m. or contact Rich at 404-558-3855 
or Tom at 352-586-1171 for more infor-
mation.

Photo by Linda Toner  

The Warrior by Gary Dormanen.
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www.sunkoolac.com
Visit Our Website

L imited T ime Of fer

Call us: (352)-330-1067

License #CAC035590

$100 off  5 year labor warranty
$200 off  10 year labor warranty

Stress Free Warranty

For More Information:

*valid from July 1  -  July 31  2025*s t s t

Joanne Houston

Concert Chorus

David Wesenberg

Toppers Banjo

Dan Lack

Tesla Owners &  
Enthusiasts Club

We are all familiar with windshield 
sunshades that many of us use during 
the hot months to keep the interiors of 
our parked cars less hot. But did you 
know that there are sunroof sunshades? 
I didn’t until a recent meeting of our 
club.

Teslas are famous for their tinted 
glass roofs, which look great, but they 
can cause the interior temperature to 
be higher than in cars with metal roofs. 
One of our club members informed us 
that we could install a reasonably priced 
sunshade for the roof that easily fits 
underneath. It can be removed in the 
cooler months and then reinstalled as 
summer approaches. I bought one, and 
it looks great.

The Tesla Owners and Enthusiasts 
Club meets on the second Wednesday 
of the month at 10 a.m. in the Arbor Ac-
tivity Center Card Room II. You do not 
have to be a Tesla owner to attend. There 
are no dues. There are speakers at some 
meetings. Most meetings are spent dis-
cussing our vehicles. Come and join us.

Toppers Banjo Band meets every 
Thursday from 10 a.m. to noon in the Ar-
bor Activity Center Music Room. An in-
strumental practice subgroup meets at 
12:15 p.m. on Mondays. There are plenty 
of opportunities to join us and explore 
the banjo as an instrument to entertain. 

We have added several new members, 
which gives us a bigger sound. We are 
experimenting with harmonies and try-
ing to grow our skills and presentation. 
We welcome new members and look 
forward to presenting a more compre-
hensive music program.

In May, we played at the gazebo at 
9950 SW 88th Court Road. We played 
15 tunes, including favorites (St. Louis 

Photo by Herbert Young 

Toppers Banjo Band gazebo concert.

blues, Tishomingo blues, and Mobile). 
Judging from the comments after the 
concert, the audience was delighted and 
hoped to hear us again, a very gratify-
ing result. We always hope to please our 
wonderful audience.

We have also been welcoming visitors 
to listen to the band, which increases 
our joy in playing and their joy in listen-
ing. Wonderful musical moments are 
taking place.

We welcome active or aspiring banjo 
and acoustic guitar players to join us in 
playing and singing banjo music. If you 
like to play, come and join us. If you have 
any ideas to improve performance val-
ues and presentation, we would appreci-
ate hearing them. If you’d like to simply 
listen, join us and enjoy the music and 
conversation. Everyone is welcome.

For more information, contact Eddie 
Martin at udeddie2@gmail.com or Da-
vid Wesenberg at dpw@mastersoftware-
inc.com.

Welcome all singers!
This summer, we are rehearsing and 

inviting all interested singers to meet 
other members and preview the music 
we have chosen for our holiday concerts 
on Sunday, Dec. 14, and Monday, Dec. 
15.

We will meet on Tuesday, Aug. 5, in 
the Arbor Activity Center Music Room 
from 9 to 11 a.m.   New and returning 
members are welcome to join on Tues-
day, Sept. 2, at 8:30 a.m. Please bring 
your $20 membership fee, which offsets 
the cost of music and concert expenses. 
Rehearsals will be held each Tuesday 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. Reading music is 
helpful, as well as prior singing expe-
rience, but all enthusiastic singers are 
welcome to join.

It’s going to be an exciting concert 
season and we’ll have recordings to help 
you learn your part, whether you’re a 
soprano, alto, tenor, or bass.

Last year, we had over 90 singers, and 
this year, we are excited to continue the 
tradition of excellent singing and out-
standing and entertaining concerts at 
Circle Square Cultural Center.

If you’d like to get more information 
about the Concert Chorus, email us at 
deboraasmith@gmail.com  or  joanne.
houston57@gmail.com.

If you love to sing, we’d love to meet 
you!

Photo by Gordon Daniels            

Marion County Memorial Honor Guard and Concert Chorus.

EMERGENCY AFTER-HOURS  
PHONE NUMBER

352-236-OTOW (236-6869)

GOLF CART REGISTRATION
Bring golf cart, resident ID and insurance policy 
(stating amount of bodily injury). All residents in 

household must be present. 

Resident Services
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday

 No inspections during inclement weather. 
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Walt Lamp

View from  
the Library

The well-known stories of George 
Washington, leading the American 
army to victory and being elected unani-
mously as our first president are widely 
known.  

But now, little-known stories of his 
character, by his fellow citizens, and 
his moral obligation to his country are 
detailed in more depth by Stanley Wein-
traub in “General Washington’s Christ-
mas Farewell.”

With the signing of the treaty, official-
ly ending the American Revolution in 
1783, George Washington began his trip 
south to resign his commission.    From 
West Point to his home in Mt. Vernon by 
Christmas, he visited with friends, fel-
low officers, and citizens.

The cry of many to him was to appoint 
George Washington as dictator!    He 
blushed but was adamant about dissolv-
ing that idea of a dictator.   Washington 
sought only personal expenses during 
the war but received no salary or pen-
sion. 

In Fraunces Tavern in lower Manhat-
tan, on December 4, 1783, a collection of 
leaders of the American Revolution gath-
ered to bid farewell to their leader.  Gen-
erals of all ranks – lieutenants, majors, 
and captains – and those who fought 
alongside Washington share a moment 
of victory. Lewis Nicola remarked, “That 
he be king to run the fractured govern-
ment.”  Washington responded, “I must 
view this idea with abhorrence and se-
verity.”

But Washington knew that this col-
lection of officers would never meet like 
this again.  It brought tears to his eyes.  It 
ended with  these words by the host, “I 
cannot come to each of you, but shall 
feel obliged if each of you will come and 
take me by the hand.”    And come for-
ward, they did.  

A victorious collection of patriots, 
with tears in their eyes to the general, not 
a dictator.  In Philadelphia, the words of 
Governor John Dickinson wished Wash-
ington, “The best and greatest being in 
his good times to bestow upon you felici-
ties to come and love of his fellow citi-
zens.”  

Speaker of the General Assembly 
George Gray closed    with, “May your 
excellency be longed, spared, etc. this 
country and among the sweets of do-
mestic life, may you have the happiness 
of beholding a growing empire, wise, 
just and united.”

Washington was humbled by all such 
expressions, except those that referred 
to him as a dictator.  Upon his arrival in 
Annapolis, the city was set with celebra-
tion.    He then gave his speech to Con-
gress as he promised and resigned from 
the commission.   “The great events on 
which my resignation depended have 
at length taken place.  I resign with sat-
isfaction, the appointment I accepted 
with diffidence; I consider it an indis-
pensable duty to close this last solemn 
act of my official life, by co-general ar-
rived home after eight years command-
ing to the protection of almighty God.”

The general bowed to Congress mem-
bers, rose silently, and removed hats 
with respect.  On December 24, 1783, the 
former general arrived home after eight 
years. 

J. Ashi Olshan

Drum Circle

Drum what you feel. You don’t have 
to be an experienced (hand) drummer to 
drum out whatever energy wants to be 
discharged in some creative, productive 
way – while enjoying the natural highs 
of drumming in a circle of 15 to 20-plus 
new friends. 

When we lifted the ban on interior 
gatherings back in 2021, Ruth Green-
field, like many of us, had pent up stress 
just dying to be expelled in some posi-
tive, relaxing way. So, she started her 
coed Drum Circle Club, still going strong 
after three years, with surprisingly more 
women than men. 

If you have not drummed before, then 
start out by playing along softly – letting 
your volume build as the contagious 
syncopated rhythm in the room fills 

your bones and transports that energy 
to your fingers. Everyone has rhythm 
inherently embedded in their DNA, just 
needing a little push to let it confidently 
flow out – naturally. In fact, drumming 
was the original music, dating back to 
the beginning of mankind, and still joy-
fully practiced for fun and relaxation – 
and as rituals in many tribes – around 
the world. 

One hand or two, it’s up to you, no 
one is keeping score. And if you don’t 
yet own a pair of bongos, a djembe, a 
conga drum, tambourine, or maraca – to 
keep the beat, we have all kinds of extra 
drums and percussion instruments to 
give you a taste and get you started. 

The Drum Circle Club is still being of-
fered for free - no club dues - on the sec-
ond Thursday of each month, from 6 to 7 
p.m. in the Arbor Activity Center Music 
Room. Come check it out, you might just 
be surprised by your inner drummer, 
as you turn off your mind for an hour 
of relaxing drumming meditation. Ruth 
Greenfield can be contacted at 201-887-
5547.

Barbara A. Scales &  
Bruce Tredinnick

Poetry Club

Most of us have heard that as we age, 
it is recommended to maintain muscu-
lar flexibility; however, brain flexibility 
is equally important. The brain’s ability 
to be flexible is called neuroplasticity. 
According to Psychology Today, “Neuro-
plasticity is the brain’s capacity to con-
tinue growing and evolving in response 
to life experiences.” The ability of our 
minds to function properly does not 
necessarily need to dwindle as the years 
pass. There is hope. 

Research on the brain once thought 
to stop growing after childhood, has 
revealed that the hippocampus contin-
ues growing. Like a mailbox, it takes in 
and sends out short-term to long-term 
memories and emotional responses. It 
also guides our spatial navigation. By re-
ducing stress and exercising our thought 
processes, we can impact and slow the 
aging of our brains.

The Poetry Club takes brain mainte-
nance seriously. Reading and writing 
poetry is a creative process that exer-
cises the right hemisphere of the brain. 
Thus, our ability to be imaginative, have 
visual perception, have good spatial per-

ception, and understand the emotions 
of others through non-verbal cues and 
their tone of voice is steadied.

Several of our club members have de-
veloped their left-brain skills through 
careers in computer science, electron-
ics, chemistry, biological science, aero-
nautical engineering, and astrophysics. 
They are analytical, fact-finding indi-
viduals. For some, reading or crafting 
poetry is a leap into areas they have not 
ventured.

For example, Poetry Club member 
Glenn Cohen was the professor of bio-
logical science-division chair of Troy 
University, Troy, Alabama. He was also 
a professor at the Florida Institute of 
Technology. As a neuroscientist Cohen 
studied the brain-senses-language con-
nection. He says, “The use of language 
is an important component of main-
taining neural function and emotional 
health. Poetry is an enjoyable way to 
stimulate those centers of the brain.” 
He appreciates poetry by Robert Frost, 
which he describes as “having a rhythm 
and a song enhanced by a melody.”

You are cordially invited to the Poetry 
Club meetings, where you can expand 
your mind and exercise your hippocam-
pus on our campus.

The Poetry Club gathers at the Rec-
reation Center, in the room behind the 
Ballroom, on the first and third Tues-
days of the month from 1:30 to 3 p.m. 
Bring a poem if you have one written. Or 
just come to listen. We will have a seat 
available for you.

If you have questions, please contact 
Barbara Scales at 315-440-0142.
A Time to Talk
By Robert Frost 
When a friend calls to me from the road
And slows his horse to a meaning walk,
I don’t stand still and look around
On all the hills I haven’t hoed,
And shout from where I am, What is it?
No, not as there is a time to talk.
I thrust my hoe in the mellow ground,
Blade-end up and five feet tall,
And plod: I go up to the stone wall
For a friendly visit.

ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala

HANDICAP EQUIPMENT
Handicap equipment is loaned free to residents 

during their convalescent term – walkers, 
crutches, canes or wheelchairs. For more 

information, call the  
Recreation Center at 352-854-8707 x7534.

OTOWInfo.com
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Kathy & Charlie  
Petrosky

Karaoke Friends

Carol Himes

Ukelele Club

Linda Lohr

Rubber Stamp
Greeting Cards

On Thursday, June 5, Sherry Lovelass 
offered us the “pass on” card, also 
known as the “trash card.” We came 
with card fronts, in whatever color we 
chose, and put our initials on each. The 
tables were pushed together and filled 
with ephemera of all kinds! Once we 
put one piece of ephemera on the card 
front, we “passed it on” to the next per-
son. After they added another piece of 
ephemera, it was “passed on” again. It 
went all around the tables until the card 
was done. We displayed the completed 
card fronts on a table in front of the 
room. What a display we had! We all had 
a great time and had many card fronts to 
be used as needed. 

Our group is open to all crafters, 
whether beginners or more experi-

Photo by Linda Lohr

Some of the “pass on” cards from class.

Often, newcomers to the ukulele are 
not aware that the instrument comes in 
different sizes, colors, and even shapes 
(pineapple ukulele)! At the Ukulele Club, 
our members gravitate to the four most 
popular sizes: soprano, concert, tenor, 
and baritone. Deciding which ukulele 
is best for you is a personal choice, best 

When we think of karaoke, we typi-
cally think of singers and the songs 
they sing. We often overlook a very im-
portant aspect of the event: the people 
who come to enjoy the singing. We call 
them our clappers. So, we wonder, do 
the singers like having an audience? 
For some singers, karaoke is a person-
al outlet at home. After working on a 
song there, most  singers enjoy having 
an audience.  They  find the energy and 
reaction of an audience is a big part of 
the enjoyment of the experience. Over-
whelmingly, the singer’s choice is to 
have an audience.

Is there a benefit for the audience 
coming to karaoke? Yes, audiences can 
benefit from listening to  music.  Even 
if they are just passively listening, it can 
be enjoyable and create a social atmo-
sphere. Karaoke can also be a source of 
entertainment and lighthearted fun. Ad-
ditionally, witnessing the performance 

determined by what sound you like as 
well as what size best suits your hand 
and finger mobility. 

The soprano ukulele is the smallest 
and most traditional size, known for its 
bright sound. Its small size is comfort-
able for smaller hands and provides the 
most recognizable sound of a typical 
ukulele. 

The concert ukulele is slightly larg-
er than the soprano and offers a fuller 
sound and more comfortable spacing, 
making it very easy to hold and play. 
This gives a good balance between play-
ability and sound. 

The tenor ukulele is even larger, pro-

viding a deep, rich sound with increased 
volume. Players with larger hands find 
this ukulele even more comfortable. 

The baritone ukulele is a different 
animal altogether. It is the largest of the 
popular sizes and is tuned lower than 
other ukuleles, providing a bass-like 
sound. It is a good alternative for guitar-
ists as the strings are tuned like the first 
four strings of the guitar. Therefore, be-
ing more aligned with the guitar chord 
positions. 

Not sure which ukulele is for you? We 
can help you find what you need at the 
Ukulele Club. We can provide recom-
mendations on where and what to shop 

for, as well as advise on what to expect 
in terms of pricing. Our Uke 101 ses-
sions meet every Wednesday in the Ar-
bor Activity Center Music Room at 2:30 
p.m. Here is where we get you started 
playing the ukulele, leading to our regu-
lar Strum and Sing Song Circle at 3 p.m. 
You don’t have to stop there because as 
you advance in your skill and interest, 
there’s Intermediuke at 4 p.m. for those 
more seasoned players ready to move on 
in their musical journey!

For questions or more information, 
please contact Janet Voyles at artemis-
clarinet@gmail.com or 812-319-7761.

enced. Each month, one or two people 
will present. The group meets on the 
first and third Thursdays at 1 p.m. in the 
Hobby Building Event Room. 

Anyone can be a presenter; the cards 
do not have to be fancy or complicated. 
Our group is based on friendship, social-
izing, and helping each other.

Contact Connie Press using the email 
below for any class or general informa-
tion. Basic supplies such as a trimmer, 
glue, scissors, and card stock are need-
ed. Everyone in the group shares their 
supplies, and everyone brings new ideas 
to the table. You are only limited by your 
imagination!

If you feel this might be a class you 
would enjoy, or if you have any ques-
tions, please contact Connie Press at 
connie.rubberstampclub@gmail.com. 
You can also find the information for 
each class on our Facebook page. We 
look forward to introducing new people 
to our fun craft. Until our next meeting, 
keep on stampin’!

can inspire others to sing or participate 
in the activity.

In On Top of the World, there are four 
karaoke nights per month. In the Rec-
reation Center, many clappers are regu-
lar attendees. I asked if they would like 
to share why they keep coming. Louise 
Green says, “It is great to listen to all of 
the singers.” Bobbie Robert “enjoys all 
the singers.” 

Sometimes, we have guest singers. 
Katherine Anshewitz says, “I enjoy all 
the music.” Our  singers  have a wide 
variety of songs. You can hear country, 
Broadway, and oldies. Some songs are 
just funny. 

Jackie Guinn and Terry Rizer are a 
dancing couple. When they hear a beat 
that gets their toes tapping, they are 
on the floor. We have plenty of danc-
ing space. Terry says he comes because 
Jackie says he has to come. Of course, he 
is smiling as he says it. 

We also have regular clappers at The 
Lodge at Candler Hills. 

On the first and third Mondays, kara-
oke is in the Arbor Activity Center Music 
Room from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. On the first 
Thursday, karaoke is from 5 to 8 p.m. at 
The Lodge at Candler Hills. Feel free to 
come and join the karaoke sessions. 
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The Bay Laurel Center Community 
Development District (the District) is 
very pleased to provide you with this 
year’s annual water quality report. We 
want to keep you informed about the 
excellent water and services we have 
delivered to you over the past year. Our 
goal is and always has been to provide 
you with a safe and dependable supply 
of drinking water. 

Our seven‑groundwater wells draw 
their water from the pristine Floridan 
Aquifer. We simply add chlorine to the 
water for disinfection purposes and are 
pleased to report that our drinking wa-
ter has met all federal and state require-
ments. 

The District routinely monitors con-
taminants in your drinking water by 
federal and state laws, rules, and regu-
lations. Complete sampling data for all 
parameters monitored by the District, 
including lead, is available at our cus-
tomer service office located at 8470 SW 
79th Street Road, Suite 3, Ocala, Florida 
34481, or by calling 352-414-5454. 

Additionally, the District conducted a 
lead service line inventory as required 
by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). It determined the Dis-
trict does not have any lead service lines 
within its service area. The lead service 
line inventory is available at our cus-
tomer service office located at 8470 SW 
79th Street Road, Suite 3, Ocala, Florida 
34481, or by calling 352-414-5454. 

Except where indicated otherwise, 
this report is based on the results of 
our monitoring for the period of Jan. 1 
through Dec. 31, 2024. Data obtained be-
fore Jan. 1, 2024, and presented in this 
report are from the most recent testing 
done in accordance with the laws, rules, 
and regulations.  

In 2024, the Department of Environ-
mental Protection reviewed a Source 
Water Assessment on our system, and 
a search of the data sources revealed no 
potential sources of contamination near 
our wells.  The assessment showed no 
contamination at this time in the source 
of the seven wells. The assessment re-
sults are available on the FDEP Source 
Water Assessment and Protection Pro-
gram website at https://prodapps.dep.
state.fl.us/swapp/.

The sources of drinking water (both 
tap water and bottled water) include riv-
ers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, 
springs, and wells. As water travels over 
the surface of the land or through the 
ground, it naturally dissolves minerals 
and, in some cases, radioactive material 
and can pick up substances resulting 
from the presence of animals or human 
activity.

Contaminants that may be present in 
source water include:

•	 Microbial contaminants, such as 
viruses and bacteria, may come 
from sewage treatment plants, 
septic systems, agricultural live-
stock operations, and wildlife. 

•	 Inorganic contaminants, such as 
salts and metals, can be natural-
ly‑occurring or result from urban 
stormwater runoff, industrial or 
domestic wastewater discharges, 
oil and gas production, mining, or 
farming. 

•	 Pesticides and herbicides may 
come from a variety of sources, 
such as agriculture, urban storm-
water runoff, and residential uses. 

•	 Organic chemical contaminants, 
including synthetic and volatile 

PWS ID#642619
352-414-5454

Annual Quality  
Water Report

organic chemicals, are by-prod-
ucts of industrial processes and 
petroleum production and can 
also come from gas stations, ur-
ban stormwater runoff, and septic 
systems. 

•	 Radioactive contaminants can be 
naturally‑occurring or be the re-
sult of oil and gas production and 
mining activities.

To ensure that tap water is safe to 
drink, the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) prescribes regulations 
that limit the amount of certain con-
taminants in water provided by public 
water systems. The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) regulations establish 
limits for contaminants in bottled water, 
which must provide the same level of 
protection for public health.

Drinking water, including bottled 
water, may reasonably be expected to 
contain at least small amounts of some 
contaminants. The presence of contami-
nants does not necessarily indicate that 
the water poses a health risk. For more 
information about contaminants and 
potential health effects, please call the 
EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 
1-800-426-4791.

MCLs are set at very stringent levels. 
To understand the possible health ef-
fects associated with many regulated 
contaminants, a person would have to 
drink two liters of water every day at the 
MCL level for a lifetime to have a one-
in-a-million chance of experiencing the 
described health effects.

Some people may be more vulnerable 
to contaminants in drinking water than 
the general population. Immuno-com-
promised persons such as persons with 
cancer undergoing chemotherapy, per-
sons who have undergone organ trans-
plants, people with HIV/AIDS or other 
immune system disorders, some elder-
ly, and infants can be particularly at 
risk from infections. These individuals 
should consult their healthcare provid-
ers for advice on drinking water. EPA/
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion  (CDC) guidelines on appropriate 
means to reduce the risk of infection 
by cryptosporidium and other micro-
biological contaminants are available 
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 
1-800-426-4791.

In the table, you will find terms and 
abbreviations you might not be famil-
iar with. To help you better understand 
these terms, we’ve provided the follow-
ing definitions:
ACTION LEVEL (AL): The concentration 

of a contaminant, which, if exceeded, 
triggers treatment or other require-
ments that a water system must follow.

CDC: Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention
EPA: Environmental Protection Agen-

cy
MAXIMUM CONTAMINANT LEVEL (MCL): 

The highest level of contaminant that is 
allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set 
as close to the MCLGs as feasible using 
the best available treatment technology.
MAXIMUM CONTAMINANT LEVEL GOAL 

(MCLG): The level of a contaminant in 
drinking water below which there is 
no known or expected risk to health. 
MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.

N/A: Not applicable.
ND: Not detected and indicates that 

the substance was not found by labora-
tory analysis.
PARTS PER BILLION (PPB) OR MICRO-

GRAMS PER LITER (UG/1): One part by 
weight of analyte to one billion parts by 
weight of the water sample.

PARTS PER MILLION (PPM) OR MILLIGRAMS 
PER LITER (MG/1): One part by weight of 
analyte to one million parts by weight of 

the water sample.
PICOCURIE PER LITER (PCI/L): A measure 

of the radioactivity in water.
TREATMENT TECHNIQUE: A required pro-

cess intended to reduce the level of a 
contaminant in drinking water.

We at Bay Laurel Center Community 
Development District are proud of the 
efforts we take to continually protect our 
water resources and our commitment to 
ensuring the quality of your water. The 
standards that serve as the District’s 

guidelines are efficiency, accuracy, and 
to serve our customers with unwavering 
dedication. 

If you have any questions about this 
report or concerns regarding your water 
quality, please contact Bryan Schmalz 
at 352-414‑5454, ext. 4105. Our busi-
ness hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. We encourage our val-
ued customers to be informed!

ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala
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FOR SALE, WANTED AND LOST/FOUND 
ADS: There is no charge to residents as 
long as it is not of a business nature. There 
is a $500 limit on FOR SALE items. Items 
valued at more than $500 (i.e. golf carts) 
may be listed, but price will not accompany 
the ad. Auto, apartment, financial service, 
home, legal, real estate, and timeshare 
ads WILL NOT be accepted. Ads may be 
emailed to otownews@otowfl.com. 

ESTATE/TAG SALE ADS: There is no 
charge to residents, however, residents 
must register their estate/tag sale with 
Resident Services at Friendship Commons. 
Visit ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala and 
click on “Resident Info” to download the 
appropriate form for your community and 
submit it to Resident Services by the 10th 
of the month prior to publication. 

SERVICE ADS: Will be accepted 
from residents and non-residents 
and may be emailed to otownews@
otowfl.com. For advertising rates, visit 
ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala and click 
on “Advertising Rates.”

AD DEADLINE: Noon on the 12th of the 
month. If the deadline falls on a weekend, 
then it ’s noon on the Friday before. For 
more information, call 352-387-7466, 
email otownews@otowfl.com or visit 
ontopoftheworldnews.com/ocala

The publisher reserves the right to reject 
any ad which, in his judgment, would not 
be in the best interest of the residents of On 
Top of the World Communities.

FIND IT IN THE ... CLASSIFIEDS!

For Sale
Electronics: Technics speakers 
(2), 9”x12”x35” (2), turntable (re-
cord), woofer (cube-shaped), De-
non amplifier, $50 each or take all 
for $240. 352-390-3407.
Fitness Equipment: Serene Life 
treadmill (SLFTRD26BT), $50. 
Will deliver within the commu-
nity. 850-527-2377.
Furniture: Ashley theater-style 
electric zero gravity recliners (2), 
love seat style, grey. Solid wood 
coffee table. Amish-made swivel 
bar stools (3), two-tone maple. 
Email rfkf@comcast.net.
Furniture: RST Brands outdoor set 
with Sunbrella cushions and cov-
ers, ginkgo green, bronze alumi-
num – dining table, dining chairs 
(4), coffee table, chaise lounges 
(2), end table, chairs (2), ottoman, 
loveseat, and accent pillows (4). 
Polywood patio furniture, green – 
glider chair, fixed chair, ottomans 
(2), and double chair with table 
unit. 610-721-1424.
Golf Cart:   2010 Club Car, 2-year-
old batteries, curtains, sand 
bucket, and cooler. 409-658-7023.
Golf Cart: 2023 Star Sirius, 2-in-1 
combo golf cart, holds 4 people 
or holds 2 people plus 2 golf bags, 
lithium battery, includes canopy 
top and sunbrella curtain, seat 
belts, light package with turn sig-
nals. 610-721-1424.
Golf Cart: Club Car, completely re-
furbished with new top, Sunbrel-
la curtains, hurricane-resistant 
windshield, seat cover, fan, and 
custom dashboard. Serviced ev-
ery 4 months and batteries are 2 
years old. 352-854-8713.
Golf Equipment: TeeLess driv-
er, 13°, right-handed, Lamkin 
Crossline 360 grip, Fujikura R2 
(reg soft) shaft, headcover, and 
sleeve of new PROv1 balls, $99. 
201-317-7488.
Home Décor: Framed and décor 
pictures. Email rfkf@comcast.
net.

Misc. Item: Arlo wireless home 
security camera systems (3) with 
solar panel and gutter bracket. 
$95 per set. 610-721-1424.
Misc. Item: CharBroil grill with 
3 burners, 2 full propane tanks, 
and cover, $175 (cash only). 609-
206-0582.
Misc. Item: Generator, small-storm 
cat (800 rated watt/900 max. watt), 
$75. 352-390-3407.
Misc. Item: Heavy moving blan-
kets, free. Email rfkf@comcast.
net.
Misc. Item: Shark rotator pet plus 
upright vacuum (NV255) with 
owner’s guide, $75. 610-721-1424.
Mobility Scooter: Heartway RV 
Easy Rider, 4 wheel, foldable with 
remote, weight up to 250 lbs. 516-
316-4447.
Pet Supplies: Pet Gear stroller, 
$150. 631-609-1121 or 352-414-
0225.
Sports Equipment: ZuGo e-bike, 
step-through, 48-volt, 750-watt, 
LCD display, Kenda 20” 4.0 tires, 
20” frame, 4-6 hours to charge, 40-
60 km range, max speed 31 mph. 
610-721-1424.
Tools: 17’ Franklin folding ladder, 
$60. 352-390-3407.
Tools: Lifetime collection of hand 
tools – hammers, screwdriv-
ers, wrenches, vise-grips, drill 
bits, clamps, painting, tapes, etc. 
Wood-turning tools and equip-
ment. Some garden tools. 352-
854-5713.
Tools: Werner Saf-T-Master 
(D1124-2) 24’ extension ladder, 
rated 200 pounds, $30. Will de-
liver within the community. 850-
527-2377.
Window Treatments: Rollup shades 
(3) for Tamar lanai.  574-527-6203. 

Tag Sales
Friday, July 4 & Saturday, July 5: 9878 
SW 97th Lane (Crescent Ridge), 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m.
Friday, July 11 & Saturday, July 12: 
9690 SW 90th Street, 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m.
Friday, July 18: 8362-E SW 90th 
Street (Friendship Colony), 8 a.m. 
to noon.
Saturday, July 26: 8711-A SW 91st 
Place (Friendship Colony), 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

Services
American Junk Removal & Demo: 
One call, we haul – one item, 
room, or total clean-out. Total 
kitchen & bath demolition. Lawn/
landscape clean-up. Dumpster 
rental. Call/text Garfield 561-306-
6969. Quality work, competitive 
prices, licensed & insured.
Andy Dahms Interior Painting: Your 
local professional painting con-
tractor. Turn your place into a 
showpiece. Quality Sherwin-
Williams products. References 
available. Free estimates. Call or 
email at 941-730-1381 or andygoo-
deats1@gmail.com.
Bates Lawn Services LLC: Fam-
ily owned & operated. Mowing, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, stone 
& plants. All landscape needs. 
Fully insured. Senior discounts. 
Mike or Daisy 352-207-7221. 
Bathroom & Flooring: Tile and 
LVP installation. Five stars on 
Google.  Many satisfied custom-
ers in On Top of the World. Free 
quotes. Insured. Innovate - Home 
Renovation (L20000157682), Ga-
briel 352-216-2202.

Cleaning by Evelyn Lee: House & 
deep cleaning, move-outs. Li-
censed, bonded & insured. Sun-
shine Cleaning Service of Ocala, 
LLC. 352-286-6055.
Computer Help: Arthur Burditt, 
352-875-7878. House calls, $60/
hour. Tutoring, setups, instal-
lations, Windows upgrades, PC 
cleanups, security software, in-
ternet connections, email access, 
printers, wireless devices.
Estate Sale Services: Ready to sell 
the contents of your home? Com-
munity resident providing estate 
sale services for all neighbors. 
I’m here to help. SW Ocala Estate 
Sales 352-219-6799.
Geller Lawn: Mowing, irrigation, 
bushes, mulch & much more! 
Starting at $50 per month (no 
contracts). Insured. 352-390-7454.
Handyman:  Insured.  JAO Home 
Improvement & Repair – all your 
home’s needs – carpentry, built-
ins, roll-out shelves, moldings, 
faux painting, tile, and furniture 
touch ups. Visit JAO Home’s page 
at  www.ashiarts.us  or call 707-
280-3823 (resident). 
Handyman: Repairing sliding glass 
door rollers/tracks, sliding garage 
screen doors, window balanc-
es, sliding shower doors/guides, 
doors & locksets, door seals. In-
stalling handicap grab bars. One 
call does it all! Steve, S&T Quality 
Services 352-207-8682.
Home Cleaning by Valeria: Houses, 
deep cleaning, move outs. Over 
20 years caring for homes. Li-
censed & insured. Free quote 352-
361-6850.
Jordan’s Golf Cart Batteries: 6-6v in-
stalled $780. 6-8v installed $860. 
4-12v installed $900. Free battery 
check. Call 352-789-2812 with any 
questions.
Maid in America by Ann: Qual-
ity cleaning services. Pet sitting 
available. Insured & reliable. 609-
276-1099.
Miles & Miles Cleaning Service by 
Wendy: We will give you an old 
fashioned cleaning! Hourly rate. 
Licensed & insured. 352-895-0940 
or www.milesandmilescleaning-
services.com.
Music Recordings: A former pro-
fessional Nashville songwriter 
will set your lyric or poem to mu-
sic and deliver a mastered record-
ing suitable for CD or streaming 
for $175.  Stu 615-260-8617.

Paint Time LLC: Interior/exterior 
painting. Let’s freshen up inside 
& out. Experienced & conscien-
tious. For free consultation & es-
timate, call Matt at 352-640-6467. 
Quality is our goal! 
Power Wash: From grime to shine 
– patio, driveway, outdoor furni-
ture, house exterior, or just trim 
and gutters.   Call Matt 352-640-
6467. Quality is our goal!
Transportation: Doctor’s appoint-
ments, shopping, hair, surgery 
center, hospital, etc. Diane 352-
854-9999 (resident). Please leave 
message (no texts).
Transportation: Excellent, safe, 
friendly service to Tampa, Orlan-
do, Sanford, and Gainesville air-
ports and Port Canaveral. Drop-
off/pick-up. Sue’s Transportation 
352-446-7425 (resident).
We Buy Golf Carts:  Fast, friendly, 
fair. Will beat competitors’ of-
fers. Cash paid. Same day pick up. 
352-812-5630.

Wanted
Donations: Dog or cat food [SPCA 
of Marion County 352-362-0985] 
• Electric golf carts in full work-
ing condition for use by volun-
teers for local park. [Barbara 
btsprigg@gmail.com] • Non-per-
ishable food for food bank, and 
cards for veterans [Anne 843-
504-0032] • Personal hygiene, 
school/craft supplies & small ap-
pliances for homeless; pet food/
supplies for animal shelters; used 
cell phones, computers & musi-
cal instruments for troops/veter-
ans; theatrical costumes & props; 
socks, underwear & men’s cloth-
ing [Donna 352-237-3062] • Yarn 
for VA hospitals, children, and 
newborns [352-843-6519].
Ham Radio Operators: Support 
the Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team in the event of a di-
saster. Please email brucetwiss@
yahoo.com.
Line Dancers: New class starting 
Tuesdays, at 10 a.m. No experi-
ence is necessary. 207-632-0252.
Pet Foster Parents: Temporarily 
open your home to a pet in need. 
Call SPCA of Marion County at 
352-362-0985. 
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RESIDENT SERVICES
Friendship Commons

8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday

otowservice@otowfl.com
352-236-OTOW (236-6869)

MISSED DELIVERY?
If you are not receiving home delivery, 

please email otownews@otowfl.com. Please 
include your house number, street name and 

neighborhood.
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